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CHAP. LX. 

Schifm of the Greeks and Latins, — State of Conjlanti^ 
nople. — Revolt of the Bulgarians. — Ifaac Angelas 
dethroned by his Brother Alexius. — . Origin of the 
Fourth Crufade. — Alliance of the French and Vene- 
tians with the Son of Ifaac. — Their naval Expe- 
dition to Conjiantinople. — The two Sieges and 
final Conqueji of the City by the Latins. 

^A^HE reftoration of the Weftern empire by 
Charlemagne, was fpeedily followed by the repara- 
tion of the Greek and Latin churches A religious 
and national animofity ftil^divides the two largefl; 
communions of the ChrifUan world; and the 
fchifm of Conftantinople , by alienating her mod 
VoL. XL B 
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2 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

ufeful allies and provoking her moft dangerous ^ 
enemies, has precipitated the decline and fall of 
the Roman empire in the Eaft. 

In the courfe of the prefent hiftory, the aver- 
fion of the Greeks for the Latins has been often 
vifible and confpicuous. It was originally derived 
from the difdain of fervitude, inflamed, after the 
time of Conftantine, by the pride of equality or 
dominion ; and finally exafperated by the pre- 
ference which their rebellious fubjedls had given 
to the alliance of the Franks. In every age, the 
Greeks were proud of their fuperiority in profane 
and religious knowledge: they had firft received 
the light of Chriftianity; they had pronounced 
the decrees of the feven general councils: they 
alone poflefTed the language of feripture and phi- 
lofophy; nor fhould the Barbarians, immerfed in 
the darknefs of the Weft *, prefume to argue on 
the high and myfterious queflions of theological 
fcience. Thofe Barbarians defpifed in their turn 
the refllefs and fubtle levity of the Orientals , the 
authors of every herefy ; and blefled their own 
fimplicity, which Was content to hold the tradi- 
tion of the apoftolic church. Yet in the feventh 
century, the fynods of Spain, and afterwards of 
France, improved or corrupted the Niceire creed, 
on the myfterious fubjed of the third perfon of ^ 
the Trinity ’. In the long controverfies of the 
Eaft, the nature and generation of Chrift had < 
been fcrupuloufly defined ; and the well-known 
relation of father and fon feemed to convey a 
faint image to tlie human mind. The idea of 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE; ^ 

bir'h was lefs analogous to the Holy Spirit , whoj c h A 
inftead of a divine gift or attribute , was coufi- ix. 
dcred by the Catholics, as a fubftance, a perfoiij 
a god; he was not begotten, but in the ortho- 
dox llyle he vrnceecled. Did he proceed from the 
Father alone, perhaps hy the Son? or from the 
Father and the Son ? The firft of thefe opinions 
was alTerted by the Greeks, the fecond by the , 

Latins ; and the addition to the Nicene creed of 
the word filioque ^ kindled the flame of difcord 
between the Oriental and the Gallic churches; 

In the origin of the difpute^ the Roman pontiffs, 
affecled a charadter of neutrality and modera-, 
tion *: they condemned the innovation , but they, 
acqniefccd in the fentiment, of their Tranfalpine 
brethren: they feemed delirous of calling a veil 
of iilence and charity over the fuperfluous rcfcarchj 
and in the correfpondehce of Charlemagne and \ 

Leo the third, the pope affumes the liberality of 
a (tatefman, and the prince defeends to the paf- 
fions and prejudices of a prieft But the ortho- 
doxy of Rome fpontaneoufly obeyed the impulfe 
of her temporal policy; and the filioque ^ which 
l,eo wiflied to erafe, was traiifcribed in the fym- 
boi and chaunted in the liturgy of the Vatican. 

T he Nicene and Athanafian creeds are held as 

the Catholic faith, without which none can be 

faved; and both Papills and Proteftants mull now 

fuftain and return the anathemas of the Greeks, , 

who deny the proceffion of the Holy Gholl from 

the Son , as well as from the Father. Such articles Variety of * 

of faith are not fufeeptibk of treaty ; . but 

B 2 
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C H A 
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rules of difcipline will vary in remote and inde- 
pendent churches ; and the rcafon , even of di- 
vines, might allow, that the difference is inevitable 
and harmlefs. The craft or fnpciTtition of Rome 
has impofed on her priefts and deacons the rigid 
obligation of celibacy; among the Greeks, it is 
confined to the bifliops; the lofs is compenfated 
by dignity or annihilated by age; and the paro- 
chial clergy, the papas, enjoy the conjugal fociety 
of the wives whom, they have married before 
their entrance into holy orders. A queftion con- 
cerning the Azyms was fiercely debated in the 
eleventh century, and the effence of the Eucharift 
was fuppofed in the Eafl: and Weft, to depend 
on the ufe of leavened or unleavened bread. 
Shall I mention in a ferious hiftory the furious 
reproaches that were urged againft the Latins , 
'who , for a long while remained on the defen- 
five? 1 hey negleded to abftain, according to 
the apoflolical decree, from things ftrangled, and 
from blood: they fafted, a Jewifli obfervance ! 
on the Saturd.ay of each week : during the firft 
week of Lent they permitted the ufe of milk and 
cheefe*; their infirm monks were indulged in the 
tafte of flefh; and animal greafe was fubftituted 
for the want of vegetable oil : the holy chrifm 
or unction in baptifm , was referved to the epifeo- 
pal order : the bifliops , as the bridegrooms of 
their churches, were decorated with rin«rs; their 
priefts fliaved their faces , and baptized by a 
linglc immerfion. Such were the dimes which 
provoked the zeal of the patriarchs of Conftan- 
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tinople; and which were jiiftified with equal zeal chap. 
by the doctors of the Latin church ^ . lx. 

Bigotry and national averfion are powerful 
magnifiers of every objedl of difpute; but the pho"us',°pa- 
immediate caufe of the fchifm of the Greeks may triarch of 
be traced in the emulation of the leading prelates, 
who maintained the fupremacy of the old metro- the popes, 
polis fuperior to all, and of the reigning capital, 
inferior to none, ’in the Chriltian world. About 
the middle of the ninth centuiy , Photius *, an 
ambitious layman , the captain of the guards and 
principal fecretary , was promoted by merit and 
favrour to the more dcfirable office of patriarch 
of Conftantinople. In fcience, even ccclefiaftical 
fcicncc , he furpaffed the clergy of the age ; and 
the purity of his morals has never been impeached : 
but his ordination was hafty, his rife was irregu- 
lar; and Ignatius, his abdicated prcdeceffor, was 
yet fupported by the public compaffion and the 
obffinacy of his adherents. They appealed to the 
tribunal of Nicholas the Hrft, one of the proudefb 
and mod afpiring of the Roman pontiffs, who 
embraced the welcome opportunity of judging 
and condemning his riv’al of the Eaft. Their 
quarrel was embittered by a conflict of jurifdic- 
tion over the king and nation of the Bulgarians; 
nor was their recent converfion to Chriffianity 
of much avail to either prelate, unlefs he could 
number the profclytes among the fubjetffs of his 
power. With the aid of his c<%urt the Greek 
patriarch was vidorious; but in the furious con- 
teft he depofed in his turn the fucceffor of St. 
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f H A Y» Feter, and involv'ed the Latin church in the re- 
^x. proach of herefy and fchifm. Photius facrihced 
tlic peace of the world to a fhort and precarious 
i rciyn : he fell with his patron, the Ca;far Bardas; 

and Bafil the Macedonian performed an act of 
juftice in the reftoration of Ignatius , whefe age 
and dignity had not been fufficiently refpeded. 
From his naonaftery, or prifon, Photius foiicited 
the favour of the emperor by pathetic complaints 
and artful flattery; and the eyes of his rival were 
fcarcely clofed, when he was again reftored to 
the throne of Conftantinople. After the death of 
Bafil , lie experienced the viciflitudes of courts 
and the ingratitude of a royal pupil: the patriarch 
was again depofed , and in his lafl folitary hours 
he might regret the freedom of a fecular and 
ftudious life. In each revolution, the breath, tb.c 
nod , of the fovereign had been accepted by a 
fubmiflive clergy; and a fynod of three hundred 
bifhops was always prepared to hail the triumph, 
or to Rigmatize the fall, of the holy, or the 
execrable, Photius By a delufive promife of 
fuccour or reward, the popes were tempted to 
countenance thefe various proceedings ; and the 
fynocLs of ConRantinople were ratilied ly their 
cpiRles or legates. But the court and the people, 
Ig atius and Photius , were equally adveife to 
their claims; their roiniRers were infultcd or im- 
prifoned ; the procellion of the Holy GhoR was 
forgotten; Bulgaria was for ever annexed to the 
Byzantine throne; and the fchilm was prolonged 
hy their rigid cenfure of all the multiplied ordi- 
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rations of an irregular patriarch. Tht darknefs chap. 
and corruption of the tenth century fufpended the 
intercourfe , without reconciling the minds, of 
the two nations. But when the Norman fword 
reftored the churches of Apulia to the jurifdidion 
of Rome, the departing flock was warned, by a 
petulant epiftle of the Greek patriarch , to avoid • .. 
and abhor the errors of the Latins. The rifiug 
majefly of Rome could no longer brook the iii- 
folence of a rebel ; and Michael Cerularkis was 
excommunicated in the lieart of Conftantinople Th? popei 
by the pope’s legates. Shaking the duft from excommuni- 
their feet, they depofitcd on the altar of St. Sophia triArch*of*~ 
a direful anathema”, which enumerates the feven Conftantino- 
mortal hcrefies of the Greeks , aud devotes the 
guilty teachers , and their unhappy fedlarics , to a. d. i*o«» 
the eternal fociety of the devil and bis angels, ■’“b 
According to the emergencies of the church and 
ftate , a friendly correfpondence was fometimes 
refumed; the language of charity and concord 
was fometimes affeded ; but the Greeks have 
never recanted their errors; the popes have never 
repealed their fentence : and from this thunderbolt 
we may date the confummatipn of the fchifim 
It was enlarged by each ambitious ftep of the 
Roman pontifts: the emperors blulhed and trembled 
at the ignominious fate of their royal brethren of 
Germany; and the people was fcandalized by the 
temporal power and military life of the Latin 
clergy ”. 

T he averfion- of the Greeks and Latins was Enmity of 
nourifhed and manifefted. lu the three firft expc- 
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CHAP, ditions to the Holy Land. Alexius, Comnenus 
contrived the abfence at leafl of the formidable 
1100—1200. pilgrim.s: his fuccefibrs, Manuel and Ifaac Angc- 
lus, confpired with the Moflems for the ruin of 
the greateft princes of the Franks ; and their 
crooked and malignant policy was feconded by 
the active and voluntary obedience of every or- 
der of their fubjedts. Of this hoftile temper, a 
large portion may doubtlefs be afcribed to the 
difference of language, drefs, and manners, which 
fevers and alienates the nations of the globe. The 
pride, as well as the prudence, of the fovereign, 
was deeply wounded by the intrufion of foreign 
armies, that claimed a right of traverfing his do- 
minions and pairing under the walls of his capital: 
his fubjedls were infulted and plundered by the 
rude ftrangers of the Weft ; and the hatred of the 
pufilknimous Greeks was ffiarpened by the fecret 
envy of the bold and pious enterprifes of the 
Franks. But thefe profane caufes of national en- 
mity were fortified and hifiamed by the venom 
of religious zeal. Inftead of a kind embrace, an 
hofpitable reception from their Chriftian brethren 
of the Fall:, every tongue was taught to repeat 
the names of fchifmatic and heretic, more odious 
to an orthodox ear than thofe of pagan and in- 
fidel: inftead of being loved for the general con- 
formity of faith and worlhip, they were abhorred 
for fome rules of difeipline , fome queftions of 
theology, in which themfelves or their teachers 
might differ from the Oriental church. In the 
crufade of Louis the feventh , the Greek clergy 
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wafhed and purified the altars which had been chap, 
defiled by the facrificc of a French prieft. The lx. 
companions of Frederic BarbarofTa deplore the 
injuries which they endured , both in word and 
deed, from the peculiar rancour of the bifliops 
and monks. Their prayers and fermons excited 
the people againft the impious Barbariarrs ; and 
the patriarch is accufed of declaring , that the 
faithful might obtain the redemption of all their 
fins by the extirpation of the fchifmatics An 
enthufiaR, named Dorotheus, alarmed the fears, 
and reftored the confidence, of the emperor, by 
a prophetic aflurance , that the German heretic, _ 
after alTaulting the gate of Blachcrnes, would be 
made a fignal example of the divine vengeance. 

The palTage of ihefe mighty armies were rare and 
perilous events ; but the crufades introduced a 
frequent and familiar intercourfe between the two 
nations, which enlarged their, knowledge, with- 
out abating their prejudices. I'he wealth and 
luxury of Conftantinople demanded the .produc- 
tions of every climate : thefe imports were ba- 
lanced by the art and labour of her numerous 
inhabitants; her fituation invites the commerce The Lat!«s 
' of the world; and, in every period of her exift- 
ence , that commerce has been in the hands of 
foreigners. After the decline of Amalphi , the 
Venetians, Pifins, and Genoefe, introduced their 
fadlories and fettlements into the capital of the 
empire: their fervices were rewarded with honours 
and immunities ; they acquired the polTeflion of 
lands and houfes; their families y/ere multiplied 
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by marriages with the natives ; and , after tbe 
toleration of a IVIahometan mofch , it was im- 
polTible to interdict the churches of the Roman 
rite The two wives of Manuel Comnenus 
were of the race of the Franks; the firft, a fifter- 
in law of the emperor Conrad ; the fecond , a 
daughter of the prince of Antioch : he obtained 
for his fon Alexius a daughter of Philip Au^ufliis 
king of France; and he bellowed his own daughter 
on a marquis .of Montferrat , who was educated 
and dignified in the palace of Conflantinople. The 
Greek encountered the arms , and afpired to the 
empire, of the Weft; he efteemed the valour, and 
trufted the fidelity, of the Franks ”; their mili- 
tary talents were unfitly recompenfed by tbe lucra- 
live offices of judges and treafurers , the policy 
of ATanuel had folicited the alliance of tbe pope; 
and the popular voice accufed him of a partial bias 
to the nation and religion of the Latins'*. During 
his reign, and that of bis fucceffor Alexius, they 
were expofed at Conflantinople to the reproach 
©f foreigners, heretics, and favourites; and this 
triple guilt was feverely expiated in the tumult, 
which announced the return and elevation of 
Andronicus The people rofe in arms; from 
the Afiatic fhore the tyrant difpatchcd his troops 
and gallies to affift the national revenge; and tho 
hopelefs refiftance of the ftrangers ferved only to 
juftify the rage, and lharpen the daggers, of the 
afTaflins. Neither age , nor fex , nor the ties of 
fncndfhip or kindred, could fave the vitflims of 
national hatred, and avarice, and religious zeal: 
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the Latins were flaughtered in their houfes and in 
tlic ftreets ; their quarter was reduced to afhes; 
the clergy was burnt in their churches, aud the 
fick in their hofpitals; and fome cftin^ate may be 
formed of the flain from the clemency which fol4 
above four thoufand Chriftians in perpetual flavery 
to the Turks. The priefts and monks were the 
loudeft and moft adive in the deflrudion of the 
fchifmatics; and they chaunted a thankfgiving to 
die Lord, when the head of a Roman cardinal, 
the pope’s legate, was fevered front his body, 
f.iftcned to the tail of a dog, and dragged, with 
favage mockery, through the city. The more 
diligent of the ftrangers had retreated , on the 
fird alarm, to their velTels, and efcaped through 
the Hellefpont from the feene of blood. In 
their flight, they burnt and ravaged two hun- 
dred miles of thefeacoaft; inflided a fevere re^ 
venge on the guildefs fubjeds of the empire; 
marked the priefts and monks as their peculiar 
enemies; and compenfated, by the accumulation 
of plunder, the lofs of their property apd friends- 
On their return , they expofed to Italy and Eu- 
rope the wealth and weaknefs , the perfidy and 
malice, of the Greeks, >yhofe vices were painted 
as the genuine ebaraders of herefy and fchifm. 
The fcruplcs of the firft crufaders had negleded 
the faireft opportunities of fccuring, by the pof- 
feftion of Conftantinople , the way to the Holy 
Land : a domeftic revolution invited , and almofl: 
compelled , the French and Venetians to atchieve 
the conqueft of the Roman empire of the Eal^., 
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CHAP, jn the feries of the By 2 antine princes , I have 
Reien and the hypocrify and ambition, the tyranny 

character of and fail, of Andronicus , the laft male of the 
ifaacAnge- Comncnian family who reigned at Conftantino- 
A. D. The revolution, which call him headlong 

iis? — M9r, from the throne , faved and exalted Ifaac An- 
gelus ", who defcended by the females from the 
fame Imperial dynafty. The fuccelTor of a fecond 
Nero might have found it an eafy tafk to deferve 
.the efteem and afteclion of his fubjeds : they 
fometimes had reafon to regret the adminiftration 
of Andronicus. The found and vigorous mind 
of the tyrant was capable of difcermng the con- 
ncdion between bis own and the public intereft; 
and while he was feared by all who could in- 
fpire him with fear, the unfufpeded people, and 
the remote provinces, might blefs the inexorable 
' juftice of their mafter. But his fucceffor was vain 

; and jealous of the fupreme power , which he 
wanted courage and abilities to exercife; his vices 
were pernicious, his virtues ( if he poffelTed any 
virtues) were ufelefs, to mankind; and the 
Greeks, who imputed their calamities to his ne- 
gligence , denied him the merit of any tranfient 
or accidental benefits of the times. Ifaac flept on 
the throne, and was awakened only by the found 
of pleafure : his vacant hours were amufed by 
comedians and buffoons, and even to thefe buf- 
foons the emperor was an objedt of contempt; 
liis feafts and buildings exceeded the examples of 
royal luxury ; the number of his eunuchs and 
domeftics amounted to twenty thoufandj and a 
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daily fum of four thoufand pounds of filver would 
fwell to four millions fterling the annual cxpcnce 
^of his houfehold and table. His poverty was 
relieved by oppreflion; and the public difeontent 
was inflamed by equal abufes in the collctflion , 
and the application , of the revenue. While the 
G reeks numbered the days of their fervitude , a 
flattering prophet, whom he rewarded with the 
dignity of patriarch , affured him of a long and 
victorious reign of thirty- two years; during 
which he fliould extend his fway to mount Li- 
banus, and his conquefts beyond the Euphrates. 
But his only ftep towards the accomplilhment of 
the predidion , was a fplendid and fcandalous 
embafTy to Saladin ”, to demand the reflitution 
of the holy fepiilchre, and to propofe an offen- 
five and defenfive league with the enemy of the 
Chriftian name. In thefe unworthy hands, of 
Ifaac and his brother, the remains of the Greek 
empire crumbled into duft. The ifland of Cy- 
prus, whofe name excites the ideas of elegance 
and pleafure, was ufurped by his namefake , a 
Comnenian prince : and by a ftrange concate- 
nation of events , the fword of our Englilh 
Richard bellowed that kingdom on the houfe 
of Lufignan, a rich compenfation for the lofs 
of Jcrufalem. 

I'he honour of the monarchy, and the fafety 
of the capital, were deeply wounded by the 
revolt of the Bulgarians and Aralachians. Since 
the vidory of the fecond Bafil, they had fup- 
ported, above an hundred and feventy years, 
the loofe dominion of the Byzantine princes; but 
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b H A p. lio cffediial meafures had been adopted to impofti 
IX; the yoke of laws and manners on thefe favaj^e 
tribes. By the command of Ifaac, their foie 
means of fubfiftencC , their flocks and herds , 
were driven away , to contribute towards the 
pomp (if the royal nuptials; and theit fierce war- 
riors were exafperated by the denial of equal 
rank and pay in the military fervice. Peter and 
Afan^ two powerful chiefs, of the race of the 
ancient kings alferted their own rights and tlie 
national freedcim : their diemoniac impoftors pro- 
claimed to th6 crowd , that their glorious patron 
St. Demetrius had for ever deferred the c^ufe of 
the Greeks ; and the conflagration fpread from 
the batiks of the Danube to the hills of Mace- 
donia and Thrace. After fome faint efforts, Ifaac 
Angelus and his brother acquiefeed in their in- 
dependence; and the Imperial troops were fooii 
difeouraged by the bones of their fellow-foldierSy 
that were feattered along the paffes of mount 
H'jcmus. By the arms and policy of John or 
Joannices j the fecond kingdom of Bulgdiia 
was firmly eftabliflied; The fubtle Barbarian fent 
an erribaffy td Innocent the third , to acknow- 
ledge himfelf a genuine fon of Rome in defeent 
and religion **; and humbly received from the 
pope, the licence of coining money, the royal 
title , and a Latin archbifliop or patriarch. The 
Vatican exulted in the fpiritiul conqueft of Bul- 
garia , the firft object of the fehifm ; and if the 
Greeks could have preferved the p^^erogatives of 
the church , they would gl.tdly h.ave refigned the 
rights of the monarchy. 
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The Bulgarians were malicious enough to pray 
for the long life of Ifaac Angelus , the furefl 
pledge of their freedom and profperity. Yet 
their chiefs could involve in the fame indiferiminate 
contempt, the family and nation of the emperor. 
“ In all the Greeks,” laid Afan to his troops, 
“ the fame climate, and character, and education, 
will be produdtive of the fame fruits. Behold 
my lance,” continued the warrior, “and the 
“ long ftreamers that float in the wind. They 
“ differ only in colour; they are formed of the 
“ fame filk and fafliioned by the fame workman; 
“ nor has the ftripe, that is ffained in purple, 
“ any fuperior price or value above its fellows 
Several of thefe candidates for the purple fuccef- 
fivcly rofe and fell under the empire of Ifaac: a 
general who had repelled the fleets of Sicily, 
was driven to revolt and ruin by the ingratitude 
of the prince; arid his luxurious repofe was dif- 
turbed by feerct confpiracies and popular infur- 
redlions. The emperor was faved by accident, 
or the merit of his fervants : he was at length 
opprefTed by an ambitious brother, who, for 
the hope of a precarious diadem , forgot the ob- 
ligations of nature, of loyalty, and of friendlhip **. 
While Ifaac in the Thracian vallies purfued the 
idle and folitary pleafures of the chace , his 
brother, Alexius Angelus, was in veiled with the 
purple, by the unanimous fuffrage of the camp: 
the capital and the clergy fubferibed to their 
choice ; and the vanity of the new fovereign re- 
jeded the name of his fathers, for the lofty and 
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CHAP, royal appellation of the Comnenian race. On the 
L.K. clefpicable charadcr of Ifaac, I have exhaufted 
the language of contempt; and can only add, 
that in a reign of eight years, the bafer Alexius** 
was fupported by the mafeuline vices of his wife 
Euphrofyne. The firft intelligence of his fall was 
conveyed to the late emperor by the hoflile afpctfl 
and purfuit of the guards, no longer his own : he 
fled before them above fifty miles as far as Sta- 
gyra in INlaccdonia; but the fugitive, without 
an object or a follower , was arrefted , brought 
back to Conflantinople, deprived of his eyes, 
and confined in a lonefomc tower, on a fcanty 
allowance of bread and water. At the moment 
of the revolution, his fon Alexius, whom he 
educated in the hope of empire, was twelve 
years of age. He was fpared by the ufurper, 
and reduced to attend his triumph both in peace 
and war; but as the army was encamped on the 
fea - fhorc , an Italian velTel facilitated the ^fcape 
of the royal youth; and, in the difggife of a 
common failor, he eluded the fearch of his ene« 
mies, pafTcd the Hellefpont, and found a fecure 
refuge in the ifle of Sicily. After fainting the 
threlhold of the apofllcs , and imploring the pro- 
tedion of pope Innocent the third , Alexius ac- 
cepted the kind invitation of his fifter Irene , the 
wife of Philip of Swabia , king of the Romans. 
But in his pafTage through Italy, he heard that 
the flower of Weftern chivalry was afiembled at 
Venice for the deliverance of the Holy x Land; 
and a ray of hope ^Yas kindled in his bdfom , 

' th.tt 
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that their invincible fwords might be employed in chap. 
his father’s reftoration. lx. 

About ten or twelve years after the lofs of The fourth 
Jerufalem , the nobles of France were again fum- 
moned to the holy war by the voice of a third 
prophet , lefs extravagant , perhaps , than Peter 
the hermit, but far below St. Bernard in the merit 
of an orator and a ftatefman. An illiterate prieft 
of the neighbourhood of Paris , Fulk of Neuil- 
ly ”, forfook bis parochial duty, to alTume the 
more flattering charader of a popular and itiner- 
ant miflionary. The fame of his fandity and 
miracles was fpread over the land ; he declaimed, 
with feverity and vehemence, againft the vices 
of the age; and his fermons, which he preached 
in the ftreets of Paris , converted the robbers, the 
ufurers, the proftitutes, and even the dodors 
and fcholars of the univerfity. No fooner did 
Innocent the third afeend the chair of St. Peter, 
than he proclaimed in Italy, Germany , and 
France , the obligation of a new crufade ”. The 
eloquent pontiff deferibed the ruin of Jerufalem , 
the triumph of the Pagans, and the ihame of 
Chriftendom : his liberality propofed the redemp- r 

tion of fins , a plenary indulgence to all who 
fliould ferve in Paleftine, either a year' in perfon, 
or two years by a fubftitute ” ; and among his 
legates and orators who blew the facred trumpet, 

Fulk of Neuilly was the loudefl; and moft fuc- 
cefsful. 1 he fitiiation of the principal monarchs 
was averfe to the pious fummons. The emperor 
Frederic the fecond was a child ; and bis kingdom 
VoL. XI. C 
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of Germany \v:is difpnted by the rival houfes 
of Brunfwiclc and Swabia , the memorable fadti- 
0ns of the Guelphs and Ghibclines. Philip Au- 
gnftus of France had performed, and could not 
be perfuaded to renew, the perilous vow; but as 
be was not lefs ambitious of praife than of power, 
he chearfully inffituted a perpetual fund for the 
defence of the Holy Land. Richard of England 
'was fatiated with the glory and misfortunes of 
his firft adventure , and he prefumed to deride 
the exhortations of Fulk of Neuilly, who was 
not abalhed in the prefence of kings. “ You 
“ advife me ,” faid Plantagenet , “ to difmifs my 
“ three daughters, pride, avarice, and incon- 
tincnce : I bequeath them to the moft deferv- 
“ ing ; my pride to the knights-templars , my 
“ avarice to the monks of Cifteaux, and my 
“ incontinence to the prelates.” But the preach- 
er was heard and obeyed by the great vaf- 
fals, the princes of the fecond order ; and Theo- 
bald, or Thibant, count of Champagne, was the 
foremofl in the holy race. The valiant youth, 
at the age of twenty - two years , was encouraged 
by the domeftic examples of his father, who 
marched in the fecond crufade,, and of his elder 
brother, who had ended his days in Paleftinc ' 
with the title of king of Jerufalem : two thoufand 
two hundred knights owed fervice and homage 
to his peerage ” ; the nobles of Champagne ex- 
celled in all the exercifes of war and, by his 
marriage with the heirefs of Navarre, Thibaut 
coyld draw a band of hardy Gafeons from cither 
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fide of the Pyrenxan moiintain.s. His companion 
ill arms was Louis, count of Blois and Chartres; 
like himfclf of regal lineage, for both the princes 
were nephews , at the fame time , of the kings 
of France and England. In a crowd of prelates 
and barons, who imitated their zeal, I diftin- 
guifli the birth and merit of Matthew of Mont- 
morency ; the famous Simon of Montfort , the 
fcourge of the Albigeois; and a valiant noble, 
Jeffrey of Villehardouin marfhal of Cham- 
pagne who has condefeended, in the rude 
idiom of his age and country ”, to write or dic- 
tate ” an original narrative of the councils and 
adlions , in which he bore a memorable part. At 
the fame time, Baldwin count of Flanders, who 
had married the filler of Thibaut, alfumed the 
crofs at Bruges, with his brother Henry and the 
principal knights and citizens of that*rich and in- 
duflrious province ”. The vow which the chiefs 
bad pronounced in churches , they ratified in 
tournaments ; the operations of the war were de- 
bated in full and frequent affemblies ; and it was 
refolved to feek the .deliverance of Paleftine in 
Egypt, a country, fince Saladin’s death, which 
was almoft ruinec^ by famine and civil war. But 
the fate of fo many royal armies difplayed the 
toils and perils of a land expedition; and, if the 
Flemings dwelt along the ocean , the French 
barons were deflitute of fliips and ignorant of 
navigation. They embraced the wife refolution 
of chufing fix deputies or reprefentatives, of whom 
Villehardouin was one, with a (ijfcretionary trufl 
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to diredl the motions , and to pledge the faith, of 
the whole confederacy. The maritime Hates of 
Italy were alone poireffed of the means of tranf- 
porting the holy warriors with their arms and 
horfes; and the fix deputies proceeded to Venice 
to folicit, on motives of piety or intereft, the aid 
of that powerful republic. 

In the invafion of Italy by Attlla, I have men- 
tioned ” the flight of the Venetians from the 
fallen cities of the continent, and their obfeure 
fhelter in the chain of iflands that line the extre- 
mity of the Adriatic gulf. In the midll of the 
waters, free, indigent, laborious , and inaccef- 
fible , they gradually coalefced into a republic: 
the firft foundations of Venice were laid in the' 
ifland of Rialto ; and the annual eledtion of the 
twelve tribunes was fuperfeded by the permanent 
office of a duke or doge. On the verge of the 
two empires the Venetians exult in the belief of 
primitive and perpetual independence Againft 
the Latins , their antique freedom has been aflert- 
cd by the fword , and may be juHificd by the 
pen. Charlemagne hirafdf jefignctl all claims of 
foverei^nty to the iflands of the Adriatic gulf; 
his fon Pepin was repulfcd in the attacks of the 
lacunas or canals , too deep for the cav'alry , and 
too fhallow for the veffels ; and in every age , 
under the German Cxfars , the lands of the repu- 
blic have been clearly diftinguilhed from the king- 
dom of Italy. But the inhabitants of Venice 
were confidered by themfdves , by flrangers, 
and by their fovereigns , as an inalienable portion 
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of the Greek empire ” ; in the ninth and tenth chap. 
centuries , the proofs of their fubjedion are nu- lx. 
mcrous and unqueftionable ; and the vain titles, 
the fervile honours , of the Byzantine court , fo 
arabitioufly folicited by their dukes , would have 
degraded the magiftratcs of a free people. But 
the bands of this dependence , which was never 
abfolute or rigid , were imperceptibly relaxed by 
the ambition of Venice and the weaknefs of 
Conftantinople. Obedience was foftened into 
refped , privilege ripened into prerogative, and 
the freedom of domeftic government was forti- 
fied by the independence of foreign dominion. 

The maritime cities of Iftria and Dalmatia bowed 
to the fovereigns of the Adriatic; and when 
they armed againft the Normans in the caufe of 
Alexius, the emperor applied , not to the duty 
of his fubjei^s , but to the gratitude and genero- 
fity of his faithful allies. The fea was their 
patrimony ’* : the weftern parts of the Mediter^ 
ranean , from Tufcany to Gibraltar, were indeed 
abandoned to their rivals of Pifa- and Genoa ; but 
the Venetians- acquired an early and lucrative 
fhare of the commerce of Greece and Egypt. 

Their riches encreafed with the cncreafing de- 
mand of Europe : their manufadures of filk and 
glafs , perhaps the inftitution of their bank , are 
of high antiquity; and they enjoyed the fruits of 
their induftry in the magnificence of public and 
private life. To alTert her flag, to avenge her 
injuries , to proted the freedom of navigation , 

. the republic could launch and man a fleet of an 
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hundred gallics ; and the Greeks , the Saracens , 
and the Normans , were encountered by her 
naval arms. The Franks of Syria were afTifted 
by the Venetians in the redudion of the fea- 
coaft ; but their zeal was neither blind nor difin- 
terefted ; and in the conqueft of Tyre , they 
fliared the fovereignty of a city , the firfl feat of 
the commerce of the world. The policy of , 
"Venice was marked by the avarice of a trading, 
and the infolence of a maritime , power ; yet her 
ambition was prudent; nor did flie often forget 
that if armed gallies were the effed and fafeguard, 
merchant veffels were the caufe and fupply , of 
her greatnefs. In her religion , fhe avoided the 
fchifm of the Greeks , without yielding a fervilc 
obedience to the Roman pontiff ; and a free in- , 
tercourfe with the infidels of every clime appears 
to have allayed betimes the fever of fuperftition. 

Her primitive government was a loofe mixture of 
democracy and monarchy : the doge was eleded 
by the votes of the general affembly; as long as 
he was popular and fuccefsful, he reigned with 
the pomp and authority of a prince ; but in the 
frequent revolutions of the ftate , he was depofed, 
or banifhed , or flain , by the juftice or injuftice 
of the multitude. The twelfth century produced 
the firft rudiments of the wife and jealous arif- 
tocracy, which has reduced the doge to a pa- 
geant and the people to a cypher 

When the fix ambaffadors of the French pil- 
grims arrived at Venice , they were hofpitably 
entertained in the palace of St. Mark, by the • • 
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reigning duke : his name was Henry Dandolo’*; 
and he Ihone in the la(t period of human life as 
one of the moft illuftrious charadlers of the times. 
Under the weight of years , and after the lofs of 
his eyes , Dandolo retained a found under- 
ftanding and a manly courage ; the fpirit of an 
hero, ambitious to fignalize his reign by fome 
memorable exploits , and the wifdom of a patriot, 
anxious to build his fame on the glory and ad- 
vantage of his country. He praifed the bold 
enthufiafm and liberal confidence of the barons 
and their deputies ; in fuch a caufe , and with 
fuch affociates , he fhould afpire , were he a pri- 
vate man, to terminate his life; but he was the 
fervant of the republic , and fome delay was 
rcquifite to confult , on this arduous bufinefs, the 
judgment of his colleagues. The propofal of the 
French was firft debated by the fix /^(jes who 
had been recently appointed to control the ad- 
miniftration of the doge : it was next difclofed 
to the forty members of the council of ftate ; 
and finally communicated to the legifiative af-’ 
fembly of four hundred and fifty reprefentatives, 
who were annually chofen in the fix quarters of 
the city. In 'peace and war , the doge was {fill 
the chief of the republic ; his legal authority was 
fnpported by the perfonal reputation of Dandolo^ 
his arguments of public intereft were balanced 
and approved ; and he was authorifed to inform 
the ambafiadors of the following conditions of 
the treaty It was propofed that the crufaders 
fhould affemble at Venice, on the feaft of St. 
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H A p. John of the cnfuing year : that flat-bottomed 
LX. veffels fiiould be prepared for four thoufand 

five hundred horfes , and nine thoufand fquires , 
■with a number of Ibips fufficient for the em- 
barkation of four thoufand five •hundred knights , 
and twenty thoufand foot : that during a term 
of nine months they fhoiild be fupplied with 
prov'ifions, and tranfportcd' to whatfoever coaft 
the fervice of God and Chriftendom fliould re- 
. quire ; and that the republic fhould join the 

armament with a fquadrou of fifty gallics. It 
was required that the pilgrims (hould pay , before 
their departure , a fum of eighty-five thoufand 
marks of filver ; and that all conquefls , by fca 
and land , fhould be equally divided between 
the confederates. The terms were hard; but the 
emergency was preffing , and the French barons 
were not lefs profufe of money than of blood. A 
general alfembly was convened to ratify the 
treaty : the ftately chapel and place of St. Mark 
were filled with ten thoufand citizens ; and the 
noble deputies were taught a new lefTon ’of 
bumbling themfelves before the majefty of' the 
people. “ llluftrious Venetians , ” faid the marfhal 
■ of Champagne, “we are fen t by the greateft and 
“ moft powerful barons of France , to implore 
“ the aid of the mafters of the fea for the deliver- 
“ ance of Jerufalem. They have enjoined us to 
“ fall proftrate at your feet; nor will we rife 
“ from the ground , till you have promifed to 
“ avenge with us the injuries of Chrift. ” The 
eloquence of their words and tears their martial 
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afped , and fnppiiant attitude, were applauded ch a r*. 
by an univerfal flioiit; as it were, biys Jeffrey, ix. 
b\' the found of an earthquake. The vener.ible 
doge afeended the pulpit to urge their requefb by 
thofe motives of honour and virtue , which 
alone can be offered to a popular aflembly ; the 
treaty was tranferibed on parchment , attefted 
with oaths and feals, mutually accepted by the 
weeping and joyful reprefentatives of France and 
Venice; and difpatched to Rome for the appro- 
bation of pope Innocent the third. Two thoufand 
marks were borrowed of the merchants for the ■ ‘ 

firfi: expenccs of the armament. Of the fix de- 
puties , two repaired the Alps to announce their 
fuccefs , while their four companions made a 
fruitlefs trial of the zeal and emulation of the 
republics of Genoa and Pifa. 

The execution of the treaty was Hill oppofed A'TcmMy and 
by unforefeen difficulties and delays. The mar- 
fhal, on his return to Troyes , was embraced and from Venice, 
approved by Thibaut count of Champagne, o^cober*^*’ 
had been unanimoufly chofen general of the con- 
federates. But the health of that valiant youth 
already declined, and foon became hopelefs; and 
he deplored the untimely fate, which condemned 
him to expire , not in a field of battle , but on - . 
a bed of ficknefs. To his brave and numerous 
vaffals , the dying prince diftributed his treafures: 
they fwore in his prefence to accompliffi his vow 
and their own ; but fomc- there were , fays the 
marlhal, who accepted his gifts and forfeited their 
word. The more refolute champions of the 
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P, crofs held a parliament at SoHTons for the eletflion 
of a new general ; but fiich was the incapacity , 
orjealoufy, or relu(flance, of the princes ofFrance, 
that none could be found both able and willing 
to alfume the condud of the enterprife. They 
acquiefced in the choice of a ftranger, of Boniface 

• marquis of Montfcrrat , defcended of a race of 
heroes , and himfelf. of confpicuous fame in the 
wars and negociations of the times**; nor could 
the piety or ambition of the Italian chief decline 
this honourable invitation. After vifiting the 
French court, where he was received as a friend 
and kinfman , the marqflis , in the church of 
SoifTons, was invefted with the crofs of apilgrim 
and the ftaff of a general ; and immediately repafied 
the Alps, to prepare for the diftant expedition 
of the Eafl;. About the fellival of the Pcntecoft 
he difplayed his banner , and marched towards 
Venice at the head of the Italians: he was preced- 
ed or followed by the counts of Flanders and ^ 
Blois , and the moft refpedable barons ofFrance; 
and their numbers were fwelled by the pilgrims 
of Germany *’ , whofe objcdl and motives were 
fimilar to their own. The Venetians had fulfilled, 
and even furpalTed , their engagements : {tables 

^ were condruded for the horfes , and barracks for 
the troops ; the magazines were abundantly re- 
pleniflied with forage and provifions; and the 
fleet of tranfports , fhips, and gallics, was ready 
to hoifl; fail, as foon as the republic had received 
the price of the freight and armament. But that 
price far exceeded the wealth of the crufaders 
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who were afTembled at Venice. The Flemings, chap. 
whole obedience to their count was voluntary 
and precarious, had embarked in their vciTels for 
■ the long navigation of the ocean and Mediter- 
ranean ; and many of the French and Italians had 
preferred a cheaper and more convenient paflagc 
from Marfeilles and Apulia to the Holy Land. 

Elach pilgrim might complain , that after he had 
furniftied his own contribution he was made 
refponfible for the deficiency of his abfent 
brethren : the gold and fdver plate of the chiefs, 
which they freely delivered to the treafury of St. 

Mark , was a generous but inadequate facrifice; 
and after all their efforts , thirty-/bur thoufand 
marks were ftill wanting to complete the ftipu- 
lated fum. The obftacle was removed by the 
policy and patriotifm of the doge, wdio propofed 
to the barons , that if they would join their arms 
in reducing fome revolted cities of Dalmatia , he 
would expofe his perfon in the holy war, and 
obtain from the republic :Tlong indulgence, till 
fome wealthy conqueft Ihould afford the means 
of fatisfying the debt. After much fcruple andsitgeof 
hefitation they chofe rather to accept the ’ 10. 

than to relinquifh the enterprife ; and the firft 
hoftilities of the fleet and army were diredled 
againft Zara *" , a ftrong city of the Sclavonian 
coaft , which had renounced its allegiance to 
Venice , and implored the protection of the kin^ 
of Hungary The crufaders burft the chain 
or boom of the harbouf; landed their horfes, 
troops , and military engines; and compelled the 
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CHAP, inhabitants, after a defence of five days , to fur- 
IX. render at difcretion; their lives werefpared, but 
the revolt was punilhed by the pillage of their 
■ ' houfes and the demolition of their wall«. The 

feafon was far advanced ; the French and Vene- 
tians refolved to pafs the winter in a fecure har- 
bour and plentiful country ; but their repofe was 
difturbed by national and tumultuous quarrels of 
the foldiers and mariners. The conqueil of Zara 
had fcattered the feeds of difeord and fcandal : 
the arms of the allies had been ftained in their 
outfet with the blood, not of infidels, but of 
, Chriftians : the king of Hungary and his new 
fubjeds were'themfelves enlifled under the banner 
of the crofs ; and the fcruples of the devout , 
were magnified by the fear or laflTitude of the 
reludaut, pilgrims. The pope had excommuni-. 
cated the falfe crufaders who had pillaged and 
/ maffacred their brethren’*, and only the marquis 

Boniface and Simon of Montfort efcaped thefe 
fpiritual thunders ; the one by his abfence from 
the fiege , the other by his final departure from 
the camp. Innocent might abfolve the fimple 
and fubmilllve penitents of France ; but he was 
provoked by the flubborn reafon of the Vene- 
tians , who refufed to confefs their guilt , to 
accept their pardon , or to allow , in their tem- 
poral concerns , the interpofition of a prieft. 
Alliance the The alTcmbly of fuch formidable powers by fea 
the and land , had revived the hopes of young ” 

iirince, the Alexius ; and , botli at Venicc and Zara , he folidtcd 
the arms of the crufader.s, for his own reftoration 
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and his father’s ** deliverance. The royal youth 
was recommended by Philip king of Germany: 
his prayers and prefence excited the compaf- 
fion of the camp; and his caufe was embraced 
and pleaded by the marquis of Montferrat and the 
dogeof V’enicc. A double alliance, and the dignity 
ofCyefar, had connedled with the Imperial family 
the two elder brothers of Boniface ” : he expeded 
to derive a kingdom from the important fervice; 
and the more generous ambition of Dandolo was 
eager to fecure the ineftimable benefits of trade 
and dominion that might accrue to his country 
Their influence procured a favourable audience 
for the ambafladors of Alexius; and if the magni- 
tude of his offers excited fome fufpicion , the 
raotiv'es and rewards which he difplayed might 
juflify the delay and diverfion of thofe forces 
which had been confecrated to the deliverance of 
Jerufalem. He promifed , in his own and his 
father’s name , that as foon as they fliould be 
feated on the throne of Conftantinople , they 
wouldj terminate the long fchifm of the Greeks, 
and fubmit themfelves and their people to the 
lawful fupremacy of the Roman church. He en- 
gaged to recompenfe the labours and merits of 
the crufaders, by the immediate payment of two 
hundred thoufand marks of filver; to accompany 
them in perfon to Egypt ; or , if it fliould be 
judged more advantageous, to maintain, during 
a year, ten thoufand men, and, during his life, 
five hundred knights , for the fervice of the Holy 
Land. Thcfe tempting conditions were accepted 
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e H X 1’. by the republic of Venice ; and the eloquence of 
LX. the doge and marquis perfuaded the counts of 
Flanders, Blois , and St. Pol, with eight barons 
of France , to join in the glorious enterprife. A 
treaty of offenfive and defcnfive alliance was con- 
firmed by their oaths and feals; and each indivi- 
dual, according to his fituation and charader, 
was fwayed by the hope of public or private 
advantage ; by the honour of reftoring an exiled 
monarch ; or by the fincere and probable opinion , 
that their efforts in Paleftine would be fruitlefs 
and unavailing , and that the acquifition of Conflan- 
tinople muft precede and prepare the recovery of 
J.erufalem. But they were the chiefs or equals of 
a valiant band of freemen and volunteers , who 
thought and aded for themfelves : the foldicrs 
and clergy were divided ; and, if a large majority 
fubferibed to the alliance, the numbers and argu- 
ments of the dilFidents were ftrong and refped- 
able The boldefl hearts were appalled by the 
report of the naval power and impregnable ftrength 
of Conftantinople ; and their apprehenfions were 
difguifed to the world , and perhaps to themfelves, 
by the more decent objedions of religion and 
duty. They alleged the fandity of a vow , which 
had drawn them from their families and homes to 
the refeue of the holy fepulchre ; nor fhould the 
dark and crooked counfels of human policy divert 
them from a purfuit, the event of which was in 
the hands of the Almighty. Their firft offertce, 
the attack of Zara had been feverely punifhed by 
tlie reproach of their confcience and the cenfures 
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of the pope ; nor would they again imbrue chap. 
their hands in the blood of their fellow-chriftians, lx. 
The apoftle of Rome had pronounced; nor would 
they ufurp the right of avenging with the fword 
the fchifni of the Greeks and the doubtful ufur- 
pation of the Byzantine monarch. On thefe prin- 
ciples or pretences , many pilgrims , the moft 
diftinguiflied for their valour and piety, withdrew 
from the camp ; and their retreat was lefs perni- 
cious than the open or fecret oppofition of a difeon- 
tented party , that laboured , on ev’ery occafion , 
to fep^rate the army and difappoint the enterprife. 

Notwithffanding this defedlion, the departure of voyage from 
the fleet and army was rigoroufly prefTcd by the ntriinop^e"* 
Venetians; whofe zeal for the fervice of the royal a. n. i:oj, 
youth concealed a juft refentment to his nation ~ 
and family. They were mortified by the recent 
preference which had been given to Pifa the rival 
of their trade ; they had a long arrear of debt and 
injury to liquidate with the Byzantine court ; and 
Dandolo might not difeourage the popular tale , 
that he had been deprived of his eyes by the 
emperor Manuel , who perfidioufly violated the 
faneftity of an ambaffador. A fimilar armament, 
for ages , had not rode the Adriatic : it was com- 
pofed of one hundred and twenty flat- bottomed 
vefTels or palanders for the horfes; two hundred 
and forty tranfports filled with men and arms; 
feventy ftorefhips laden with provifions; and fifty 
flout gallies, well prepared for the encounter of 
an enemy While the wind was favourable, the 
Iky farcwCj and the water fmooth , every eye was 
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p. fixed with wonder and delight on the feene of 
military and naval pomp which ovciTpread the 
fea. The Ihields of the knights and fqnires , at 
once an ornament and a defence , were arranged 
on either fide of the fliips ; the banners of the 
nations and families were difplayed from the ftern ; 
our modern artillery was fupplied by three hun- 
dred engines for carting rtoncs and darts : the 
fatigues of the way were cheered with the found 
of mufic; and the fpirits of the adventurers were 
raifed by the mutual affurance, that forty thoufand 
chnrtian heroes were equal to the conquert'of the 
world In the navigation from V^enice and 
Zara , the fleet was fuccefsfully fteered by the 
fkill and experience of the Venetian pilots: at 
Durazzo , the confederates hrrt landed on the ter- 
ritories of the Greek empire: the ifle of Corfu 
afforded a rtation and repofe ; they doubled without 
accident the perilous cape of IVlalea, the fouthern 
point of Peloponefus or the Morea; made a de- 
feent in the irtands of Negropont and Andros ; and 
cart anchor at Abydus on the Afiatic fide of the 
Hellcfpont. 7 hefe preludes of conqueft were eafy 
and bloodlefs ; the Greeks of the provinces, 
without patriotifm or courage , were cruflied by 
an irrefirtible force ; the prefence of the lawful 
heir might jultify their obedience; and it was 
rewarded by the modefty and difcipline of the 
Latins. As they penetrated through the Hellefpont, 
the magnitude of their navy was comprefled in a 
narrow chaiTiiel; and the face of the waters was 
darkened with innuBierable fails. They again 
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expanded in the bafon of the Propontis , and 
traverfed that placid fca, till they approached the 
European fhore , at the abbey of St. Stephen , 
three leagues to the weftof Conftantinople. The 
prudent doge diffuaded them from difperling them- 
felves in a populous and hoftile land; and, as 
their (lock of provifions was reduced , it was 
refolved , in the feafon of harvefl, to replenifh 
their (lorcndps in the fertile iflands of the Propon- 
tis. With this rtfolution , they directed their 
courfe ; but a ftrong gale , and their own in?.« 
patience, drove them to the eaflward; and fa 
' near did they run to the fhore and the city, that 
fome vollies of (tones and darts were exchanged 
between the (hips and the rampart. As they 
paffed along , they gazed with admiration on 
~ the capital of the Ead, or, as it (hould feem , 
of the earth ; rifing from her feven hills , and 
towering \ over the continents of Europe and 
Afia. 1 he fwelling domes and lofty fpires of five 
hundred palaces and churches, were gilded by the 
fun and reHedled in the waters; the walls were 
crowded with foldiers and fpedlators , whofe 
numbers they beheld , of whofe temper they were 
ignorant ; and each heart was chilled by the ft* 
fledlion, that,' fince the beginning of the world, 
fuch an enterprife had never been undertaken by 
fuch an handful of warriors. But the momentary 
apprehenfion was difpelled by hope and valour j 
and every man, fays the raarflial of Champagne, 
gl inccd his eyes on the fword or lancc which he 
mull fpeeddy ufe in the glorious conflidl ‘V Th^ 
VoL. XL D 
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Latins caft anchor before Chalcedon ; the mariners 
only were left in the vefl’els; the foldicrs , horfes, 
and arms , were fafely landed ; and , in the luxury 
of an Imperial palace , the barons taRed the firft 
fruits of their fuccefs. On the third day , the fleet 
and army moved towards Scutary , the Afiatic 
fuburb of Conftantinople; a detachment of five 
hundred Greek horfe was furprifed and defeated 
by fourfcore French knights; and in a halt of nine 
days, the camp was plentifully fupplied with' 
forage and provifions. 

In relating the invafion of a great empire, it 
may feem ftrange that I have not defcribcd the 
obflacles which Ihonld have checkeil the progrefs 
of the ftrangers. The Greeks, in truth, were an 
unwarlike people; but they were rich, induftrious, 
and fubjc(R to the will of a finglc man: had that 
man been capable of fear , when his enemies were 
at a diftance, or of courage, when they approached 
his perfon. The firll rumour of his nephew’s 
alliance with the French and Venetians wasdefpifed 
by the ufurper Alexius; his flatterers perfuaded 
him , that in this contempt he was bold and 
fincerc ; and each, evening in tlic clofe of the 
banquet, he thrice difeomfited the Barbarians of 
the Weft. Thefe Barbarians had been juftly terrified 
by the report of his naval power; and the fixteen 
hundred fifliingboats of Conftantinople ” could 
h.ave manned a fleet, to fink them in the Adriatic, 
or flop their entrance in the mouth oftheHcllefpont. 
But all force may be annihilated by the negligence 
of* the prince and the venality of his minifters. 


s 
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The great duke, or admiral, made a fcandalous, c H a p. 
almoft a public, auction ot the fails, the mails, lx, 
and the rigging: the royal forefls were referved 
for the more important purpofc of the chace; and 
the trees, fays Nicetas, were guarded by the 
eunuchs, like the groves of religious worfhip 
From his dream of pride , Alexius was awakened ^ 

by the fiege of Zara and the rapid adv'ances of the 
LatiiLs; as foon as he faw the danger was real, 
he thought it inevitable; and his vain prefuraptioii 
was loll in abjedl defpondency and defpair. He 
fuffered thefe contemptible Barjrarians to pitch 
their camp in the fight of the palace; and his 
apprehcnfions were thinly difguifed by the pomp 
and menace of a fuppliant embalfy. The fovereign 
of the Romans \yas alloniflied (his amballiidors 
were inllrucled to fay) at the hollile appearance 
of the lltangers. If thefe pilgrims were lincere in 
their vow for the deliverance of Jerufalem , his 
voice mull applaud, and his treafures Ihould aflill, 
their pious defign; but Ihould they dare to invade 
the fandluary of empire, their numbers, were 
they ten times more confiderable , Ihould not 
protedl them from his jull refentment. The anfwcr of 
the doge and barons was fimple and magnanimous. 

“ In the caufe of honour and jullice,” they faid, 
we defpife the ufufper of Greece , his threats , 

“ and his offers. Our friendlhip and /lis allegiance 
“ are due to the lawful heir, to the young prince 
“ who is feated among us, and to his father, the * 

“ emperor Ifaac , who has been deprived of his 
“ feeptre, hU freedom, and his eyes, by the crime 
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“ of an ungrateful brother. Let that brother 
“ confefs his guilt, and iinplorc forgivenefs, and 
“ we ourfelves will intercede , that he may be 
“ permitted to live in aHluence and fecurity. But 
“ let him not infult us by fccond mefTage: our 
“ reply will be made in arms, in the palace of 
“ Conftantinople. ” 

On the tenth day of their encampment at Scutari, 
the crufaders prepared themfclve.s, as foldicr.s and 
a.s catholics , for the palFage of the Bofphcru.c. 
Perilous in leed wa,s the adventure; the liream 
wa.s broad and, rapid ; in a calm the current of 
the Euxine might drive down the liquid and 
unextinguiniable fires of the Greeks; and the 
oppofite fliores of Europe were defended by fevent’/ 
tlioufand horfe and foot in formidable array. On 
this memorable day , which happened to be bright 
and pleafant , the Latins were diflributed in fix 
battles or divifions; thefiill, or vanguard, was 
led by the count of Flanders , one of the moll; 
powerful of the ChrifUan princes in the fkill and 
number of his crofs-bows. The four fucceflivc 
battles of the French were commanded by his 
brother Henry, the counts of St. Pol and Blois, 
and Matthew of Montmorency, the laft ofwhom 
^Vas honoured by tlie voluntary fervice of the 
marflial and nobles of Champagne. The fixtli 
divifion, the rear-guard and referve of the army, 

\ as conducted by the marquis of Montferrat, at 
the head of the Germans and Lombards. 1 he 
chargers, faddled , with their long caparifons 
dragging on the ground,: were embarked in the 
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flat palanJcrs amJ the knights HogH by the fide 
of their horfes, in comjilfte armour , their helmets 
laced , and their lances in their hands. Tlieir 
mimerous train of fr/Jcanis‘' and archers occupied 
the tranfports ; and each tranfport w.as towed 
by the flrength and fwiftnefs of a galley. The 
fix divifions traverfed the Bofphorus , without 
encountering an enemy or an obftacle ; to land 
the foremoft was the wifli , to conquer or die was 
the refolution, of ev^ery divifion and of every 
foldicr. Jealous of the pre-eminence of danger^ 
the knights in their heavy armour leaped into the 
fea, when it rofe as high as their girdle; the 
ferjeants and archers were animated by their 
valour; and the fquires, letting down the draw- 
bridges of the palandcrs, led the horfes to the 
fliore. Before the fquadrons could mount, and 
form , and couch their lances , the feventy thoufand 
Greeks had vaniflied from their fight; the timid 
Alexius gave the example to his troops; and it 
was only by the plunder of his rich pavilions 
that the Latins were informed that they had fought 
againft an emperor. In the firft conflernation of 
the flying enemy, they refolved by a double attack 
to open the entrance of the harbour. The tower 
of Galata in the fuburb of Pera, was attacked 
and flormed by the French , while the Venetians 
affumed the more difficult tafk of forcing the boom 
or chain that was ftretched from that tower to 
the Byzantine fliore. After fomc fiultlefs attempts,* 
their intrepid perfeverance prevailed : twenty fliips 
of war , th^ ^^clics of the Grecian navy , were 
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either funk or taken: the enormous and ma ffy 
links of iron were cut afunder by the fhears, o'r 
broken by the weight, of the gallies and the 
V enetian fleet , fafe and triumphant , rode at anchor 
in the port of Conftantinople. By thefe daring 
atchievements, a remnant of twenty thoufand 
Latins folicited the licence of bcfieging a capital 
which contained above four hundred thoufand 
inhabitants'*, able, though not willing, to bear 
arms in the defence of their country. Such an 
account would indeed fuppofe a population of 
near two millions; but whatever abatement may 
be required in the numbers of the Greeks, the 
hlief of thofe numbers will equally exalt the 
fearlefs fpirit of their alfailants. 

In the choice of the attack , the French and 
Venetians were divided by their habits of life 
and warfare. The former affirmed with truth , 
that Copftantinoplc was moft acceffible on the 
fide of the fea and the harbour. The latter 
might aflert with honour, that they had long 
enough trufted their lives and fortunes to a frail 
bark and a precarious clement , and loudly de- 
manded a trial of knighthood, a firm ground, 
and a clofe onfet , either on foot or horfeback. 
After a prudent compromife, of employing the 
two nations by fea and land, in the fervice beft 
fuited to their charader , the fleet covering the 
army , they both proceeded from the entrance to 
the extremity of the harbour : the ftone bridge 
of the river was haflily repaired ; and the fix 
battles of the French formed their encampment 
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againft the front of th# capital , the bafis of the char 
triangle which runs about four miles from the iX. 
port to the Propontis On the edge of a broad 
ditch, at the foot of a lofty rampart, they had 
leifure to contemplate the difficulties of their en- 
terprife. The gates to the right aiTld left of their \ 

narrow camp poured forth frequent Tallies of 
cavalry and light-infantry , which cut off their 
ftragglers , fwept the country of provifions, 
founded the alarm five or fix times in the courfe 
of each day , and compelled them to plant a pal- 
lifade, and fink an entrenchment, for their im- 
mediate fafety. In the fupplies and convoys the 
Venetians had been too fparing , or the Franks 
too voracious : the ufual complaints of hunger 
and fcarcity were heard , and perhaps felt : their 
flock of flour would be exhaufted in three weeks; 
and their difgufl of fait meat tempted them to tafte 
the flefli of their horfes. The trembling ufurper 
was fupported by Theodore Lafearis , his fon-in- 
!aw , a valiant youth , who afpired to fave and 
to rule his country ; the Greeks, regardlefs of that 
country, were awakened to the defence of their 
'religion; but their firmeft hope was in the flrengtli 
and fpirlt of the Varangian guards, of the Danes 
andEnglilh, as they are named in the writers of 
the times After ten days inceffant labour, the 
ground was levelled , the ditch filled , the ap- 
proaches of the befiegers were regularly made, 
and two hundred and fifty engines of affault exer- 
cifed their various powers to clear the rampart , 
to batter the walls, and to fap the foundations^. 
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c H A p. On the f;rfl appearance »f a-'breach, the fcaling- 
I.X. Jaddcrs were applied: the numbers that defended 
the vantage ground repulfsd and opprefTed the 
adventurous Latins; but they admired the refolu- 
tion of fifteen knights and ferjeants, who had 
gained the afcent, and maintained their perilous 
ibition till they were precipitated or made prifon- 
ers by the Imperial guards. On the fide of the 
harbour the naval attack was more fuccefsfully 
conducted by the Venetians; and that induftrious 
people employed every rcfource that was known 
and pracbfcd before the invention of gunpowder. 
A double line, three bowfhots in front, was 
formed by the gallies and fhips ; and the fwift 
motion of the former was fupported by the 
weight and loftinefs of the latter , whofe decks , 
and poops, and turrets, were the platforms of 
military engines, that difeharged their fliot over 
the beads of the firib line. 'I he foldiers , who 
leaped from the gallics on fliore , immediately 
planted and afeended their fcaling-ladders , wh le 
the large fliips, advancing more flowly into the 
intervals , and lowering a draw-bridge , opened 
a way through the air from their mafts to the 
rampart. In the midfl; of the conflidl, the doge, 
a venerable and confpicnous form , flood aloft 
in complete armour on the prow of his galley. 
The great ftandard of St. Mark was difplayed 
before him; his threats, promifes, and exhorta- 
tions, urged the diligence of the rowers; hLs 
veffel was the firft that ftruck ; and Dandolo 
vras the firft warrior on the Ihore. The nation^ 
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admired the magnanimity of the blind old man, 
without rcflccling that his age and infirmities 
diminifhed the price of life , and enhanced the 
value of immortal glory. On a fudden , by an 
invifible hand { for the ftandard-bearer was pro- 
bably flain ) , the banner of the republic was fix- 
ed on the rampart : twenty -five towers were 
rapidly occupied; and, by the cruel expedient of 
fire , the Greeks were driven from the adjacent 
quarter. The doge had difpatched the intelligence 
of his fuccefs, when he was checked by the danger 
of his confederates. Nobly declaring that he 
would ratl'.cr die with the pilgrims than gain a 
vidlory by their deftrueffion , Dandolo relinquifh- 
cd his advantage, recalled his troops, and haften- 
ed to the feene of action. He found the fixwearv 
diminutive buttles of the French encompafied by 
fixty fquadrons of the Greek cavalry , the leaft of 
which was more numerous than the largefl of 
their divifions. Shame and defpair had provoked 
Alexius to the lafl; effort of a general faliy ; 
but he was awed by the firm order and manly 
afpecfl of the Latins ; and , after fitirmifhing at a 
diftance, withdrew his troops in the clofe of the 
evening. The filence or tumult of the night 
exafperated his fears ; and the timid nfurper , col- 
leding a treafure of ten thoufand pounds of gold, 
bafely deferted his wife, his people , and his for- 
tune; threw himfelf into a bark. Role through 
the Bofphorus, and landed in fhameful fafety in 
an obfeure harbour of Thrace. As foon as they 
were appiifcd of his flight » the Greek nobles 
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CHAP, fought pardon and peace in the dungeon where 
IX. the blind Ifaac expeded each hour the vifit of 
the executioner. Again faved and exalted by the 
viciffitudes of fortune, the captive in his Impe- 
rial robes was replaced on the throne , and fur- 
rounded with proftrate flaves, whofe real terror 
and affeded joy he was incapable of difcerning. 
At the dawn of day , hol'tilities were fufpended; 
and the Latin chiefs were furprifed by a melTage 
from the lawful and reigning emperor, who was 
impatient to embrace his fon and to reward his 
generous deliverers 

Rt(toraHon But tliefe gcnerous deliverers were unwilling to 
'w *"?*' releafe their hoftage , till they had obtained from 
geius . aiidhis his father the payment, or at lealt the proraife, 
’ of their recompence. They chofe four ambalTa- 
dors, Matthew of Montmorency, our hiflorian 
tlie marfhal of Champagne, and two Venetians, 
to congratulate the emperor. The gates were 
thrown open on their approach , the ftreets on 
both Tides were lined with the battle-axes of the 
Danilh and Englifh guard : the prefence-chamber 
glittered with gold and jewels , the falfe fubfti- 
tutes of .virtue and power; by the fide of the 
blind Ifaac , his wife was feated , the fifter of the 
king of Hungary ; and by her appearance , the 
noble matrons of Greece were drawn from their 
domeflic retirement , and mingled with the circle 
of fenators and foldiers. The Latins , by the 
mouth of the marfhal , fpoke like men , con- 
feious of their merits , but who refpeded the 
work of thelt bwn hands ; and the emperor 
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clearly underflood , that his foil’s engagements c il i P* 
with Venice and the pilgrims mud be ratified lx. 
without hefitation or delay. Withdrawing into 
a private chamber with the emprefs , a chamber- 
lain, an interpreter, and the four ambafladors , 
the father of young Alexius enquired with fome 
anxiety into the nature of his ftipulations. The 
fubmillion of the Eaflern empire to the pope^ the 
fuccour of the Holy Land , and a prefent con- 
tribution of two hundred thoufand marks of 
filver — “ Thcfe conditions are weighty,” was 
liis prudent reply ; “ they are hard to accept , 

“ and difficult to perform. But no conditions can 
“ exceed the meafure of your ferviccs and dc- 
“ ferts.' ” After this fatisfadlory aflurance , the 
' barons mounted on horfeback , and introduced 
the heir of Conflantinople to the oity and palace : 
his youth and marvellous adventures engaged, 
every heart in his favour , and Alexius was fo- 
lemnly crowned with his fether in the dome of 
St. Sophia. In the firfl days of his reign , the 
people , already bleffed with the relloration of 
plenty and peace , was delighted by the joyful 
cataflrophe of the tragedy ; and the difeontent of 
the nobles, their regret, and their fears , were 
covered by the polifhed furface of pleafure and 
loyalty. The mixture of two difeordant nations 
in the fame capital , might hav'e been pregnant 
with mifehief and danger ; and the fuburb of 
Galata , or Pera , was affigned for the quarters of 
the French and Venetians. But the liberty 
of trade and familiar intercourfc \yas allowed 
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<; II A r. between the friendly nations ; and each day the 
LX. pilgrims were tempted by devotion or curiofity 
to vilit the churches and palaces of Conflanti- 
noplc. Their rude minds , infenfible perhaps of 
the finer arts , were aftonifhed by the magnificent 
feenery : and the poverty of their native towns 
enhanced the populoufnefs and riches of the firft 
metropolis of Chriftendom Defcendlng from 
jiis ftate , young Alexius was promjited by in- 
tereft and gratitude to repeat his frequent and 
familiar vifits to his Latin allies ; and in the 
freedom of the table, the gay petulance of the 
French fometimes forgot the emperor of the * 
EafI: In their more ferious conferences , it was 

agreed , that the re-union of the two churches 
muft be the refult of patience and time ; but 
avarice was le^s tradable than zeal ; and a large 
fum was inftantly difliurfed to appeafe the wants, 
and filence the importunity , of the crufaders 
Alexius was alarmed by the approaching hour of 
their departure : their abfence might have relieved 
him from the engagement which he was yet in- 
capable of performing ; but his friends would 
have left him, naked and alone, to the caprice 
and prejudice of a perfidious natiort He wiflied 
to bribe their flay, the delay of a year, by un- 
dertaking to defray their expence, and to fatisfy , 
in their name, the freight of the Venetian vcfiels. 
The offer was agitated in the council of the 
barons; and, after a repetition of their debates 
and fcruples, a-majority of votes again acquiefeed 
in the advice of the doge and the prayer of the 
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young emperor. At the price of fixtcen hundred c H A v. 
pounds of gold, he prcv'ailed on the marquis of lx. 
Alontfcrrat to lead him with an army round the 
provinces of Europe; to eflablilli his authority, 
and purfue his uncle, while ConRantinnple was 
awed by the prefence of Baldwin and his con- 
federates of France and Flanders. The expedition 
was fuccefsful; the blind emperor exulted in the 
fuccefs of his arms, and liffened to the predictions 
of his flatterers, that the fame Providence which 
had raifed him from the dungeon to the throne, 
would heal his gout, reRore his fight, and watch 
over the long profperity of his reign. Yet the 
mind of the fufpicious old man was tormented 
by the rifing glories of his fon : nor could his 
pride conceal from his envy, that, while his 
own name was pronounced in faint and reludt- 
ant acclamations , the royal youth was the 
theme of fpontaneous and univerfal praife^'. 

' By the recent invafion , the Greeks were awa- Quarrel of 
kened from a dream of nine centuries; s* 

vain prefumption that the capital of the Roman 
empire was impregnable to foreign arms. The 
ftrangers of the Weft had violated the city^ and 
beftowed the feeptre, of Conftaotiue : their Im- 
perial clients foon became as unpopular as them- 
felv'es : the well-known vices of Ifaac were 

rendered Hill more contemptible by his in.Srmitics; 
and the young Alexius was hated as an apoftate 
who had renounced the manners and religion of 
his country. His fecret covenant with the Latin^ 
was divulged or fufpedlcd ; the people , and 
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CHAP, efpecially the clergy , were devoutly attached to 
LX. their faith and fuperftition ; and every convent, 
and every fliop, refounded with the danger of 
the church and the tyranny of the pope An 
empty treafury could ill fupply the demands of 
regaJ luxury and foreign extortion : the Greeks 
refufed to avert, by a general tax, the impend- 
ing evils of fervitude and pillage ; the oppref- 
fion of the rich excited a more dangerous and 
perfonal refentment; and if the emperor melted 
the plate , and defpoiled the images , of the fanc- 
tuary , he feemed to juftify the complaints of 
herefy and facrilcge.- During the abfence of 
marquis Boniface and his Imperial pupil , Con- 
ftantinople was vifited with a calamity which 
might be juftly imputed to the zeal and indif- 
cretion of the Flemifli pilgrims In one of their 
vifits to the city, they were fcandalized by the 
afped of a mofeh or fynagogue, in which one 
God was worfhipped , without a partner or a 
fon. Their elFedual mode of controverfy was 
to attack the infidels with the fword , and their 
habitation with fire: but the infidels, and fome 
Chriftian neighbours , prefumed to defend their 
lives and properties ; and the flames which bigotry 
had kindled confumed the moft orthodox and 
innocent ftrudures. During eight days and nights, 
the conflagration fpread above a league in front, 
'from the harbour to the Propontis , over the 
thickeft and rood populous regions of the city. 
It is not eafy to count the ftatcly churches and 
palaces that ^Yere reduced to a fraoking ruin , to 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 47 


value the merchandife that pcrilhed in the trading 
ftreets, or to number the families that were in- 
volved in the common dellrurtion. By this out- 
rage, which the doge and the barons in vain 
aiiecfed to difclaim , the name of the Latins be- 
came ftill more unpopular ; and the colony of 
that nation, above fifteen thoufand perfons, con- 
fulted their fafety in a hafly retreat from the city 
to the protedion of tlieir ftandard in the fuburb 
of Pera. The emperor returned in triumph ; but 
the firmeft and moft dextrous policy would have 
been infufficient to fleer him through the tempeft, 
which overwhelmed the perfon and government 
of that unhappy youth. His own inclination , 
and his father’s advice , attached lum to his 
benefadors ; but Alexius hefitated between gra- 
titude and patriotifm, between the fear of his 
fubjeds and of his allies By his feeble and 
fluduating condud he loft the efteem and con- 
fidence of both ; and , while he invited the 
marquis of Montferrat to occupy the palace, he 
fuffered the nobles to confpire , and the people 
to arm , for the deliverance of their country. 
Regardlefs of his painful fituation , the Latin 
chiefs repeated their demands , refented his de- 
lays, fufpeded his intentions, and exaded a de- 
cifive anfwer of peace or war. The haughty 
fummons was delivered by three French knights 
and three Venetian deputies , who girded 
their fwords , mounted their horfes , pierced 
through the angry multitude, .and entered with 
a fearleCi countenance the palace and prefence of 
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the Greek emperor. In a peremptory tone, 
they recapitulated their fervices and his engage- 
ments; and boldly declared, that unlefs their jull 
claims were fully and immediately fatisfied , they 
fhould no longer hold him' either as a fovereign 
or a friend. After this defiance, the fird that 
had ever wounded an Imperial ear, they departed 
without betraying any fymptoms of fear ; but 
tlieir efcape from a fervile palace and a furious 
city adoninied the ambaffadors themfelves ; and 
their return to the camp was the fignal of mu- 
tual hoflility. 

Among the Creeks, all authority and wifdom 
v/ere overborne by the impetuous multitude, who 
miflook their rage for valour, their numbers for 
drength, and their fanaticifm for tfie fupport and 
infpiration of Heaven In the eves of both nations 
Alexius was falfe and contemptible: the bafe and 
fj)urious xace of the Angcli was rejeded with cla- 
morous difdain; and the people of Condantinople 
encompaded the fenate, to demantl at their hands a 
more worthy emperor. To every fenator, confpicu- 
oiis by his birth or dignity, they fucceflively pre- 
fented the purple: by each fenator the deadly gar- 
ment was rcpulfed; the conted laded three days; 
and we may learn from the hidorian Nicetas, one 
of the members of the afTembly, that fear and 
weaknefs were the guardians of their loyalty. A 
phantom, who vaniflied in oblivion, was for- 
cibly procl.iimed by' the crowd”; but the author 
of the tumult, and the leader of the war, was a 
prince of the houfe of Ducas ; and his common 
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appellation of Alexius muft be> difcriminated by 
the epithet of Mourzoufle ”, which in the vulgar 
idiom expreffcd the clofe jundion of his black 
and fhaggy eye -brows. At once a patriot and a 
courtier, the perfidious Mourzoufle, who was 
not deftitute of cunning and courage , oppofed 
the Latins both in fpeech and adion, inflamed 
the paffions and prejudices of the Greeks , and 
infinuated himfelf into the favour and confidence 
of Alexius , who trufted him with the office of 
great chamberlain , and tinged his bulkins with 
the colours of royalty. At the dead of night he 
rufhed into the bed-chamber with an affrighted 
afped, exclaiming, that the palace was attacked 
by the people and betrayed by the guards. 
Starting from his couch , the unfufpeding prince 
threw himfelf into the ar^s^jf his enemy, who 
had contrived his efcape by a private ftaircafe. 
But that ftaircafe terminated in a prifon; AL'xius 
was feized, ftripped , and loaded with chains; 
and , after tailing fome days the bitternel's uf 
death , he was poifoned , or ftrangled , or 
beaten with clubs , at the command , and in 
the prefence , of the tyrant. The emperor Ifaac 
Angelus foon followed his fon to the grave , and 
Mourzoufle, perhaps, might fpare the fuperfluous 
crime of haftening the extindion of impotence 
and blindnefs. 

The death of the emperors, and the ufurpation 
of Mourzoufle, had changed the nature of the 
quarrel. It was no longer the difagreement of allies 
who overvalued their fervices, or negleded their 
VoL. XI. E 
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CHAP, obligations: the French and Venetians forgot their 
IX. complaints againfl: Alexius, dropt a tear on the 
untimely fate of their companion, and fwore re- 
venge againft the perfidious nation who had 
crowned his aflallin. Yet the prudent doge was 
ftill inclined to negociatc; he allted as a debt, a 
fiibfidy, or a fine, fifty thoufand pounds of gold, 
about two millions fterling; nor would the con- 
ference have been abruptly broken , if the zeal , 
or policy, of Mourzoufle had not refufed to fa- 
crifice^the Greek church to tlie fafety of the 
ftate Amidft the invedives of his foreign and 
domeftic enemies, we may difeern , that he was 
not unworthy of the charader which he had af- 
fumed, of the public champion: the fecond fiege 
of Conftantinople was far more laborious than 
the firft; the treafufy jvas replenilhed, and dif- 
cipline was reftored , by a fevere inquifition into 
the abufes of the former reign; and Mourzoufle, 
an iron mace in his hand, vifiting the ports, and 
affedingthe port and afped of a warrior, was an 
objed of terror, to hisfoldiers, at leart, and to 
his kinfmen. Before and after the death of 
Alexius , the Greeks made two vigorous and 
well-conduded attempts to burn the navy in the 
harbour ; but the Ikill and courage of the Vene- 
tians repulfed the fire-fiiips; and the vagrant 
flames warted themfelves without injury in the 
fea In a nodurnal fally, the Greek emperor 
was vanquiflied by Henry, brother of the count 
of Flanders; the advantages of number and fur- 
prife aggravated the fhame of his defeat; his 
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bilcklcr was found on tlie field of battle; and the c H A r. 
Imperial ftandard^’, a divine image of the Virgin, lx. 
was prefented , as a trophy and a relic, to the 
Ciftercian monks, the difciples of St. Bernard. Near 
three months, without excepting the holy feafon of 
Lent, were confumed in Ikirmilhes and preparati- 
ons, before the Latins were ready orrefolved for a 
general affault. The land- fortifications had been 
found impregnable; and the Venetian pilots re- 
prefented, that, on the fliore of the Propontis, 
the anchorage was unfafe, and the fhips mud be 
driven by the current far away to the (freights of the 
Hellefpont; a profpedl not unpleafing to the re- 
ludlant pilgrims, who fought every opportunity 
of breaking the army. From the harbour, there- 
fore , the affault was determined by the affailants, 
and expeded by the befieged ; and the emperor 
had placed his fcarlet p.avilions on a neighbour- 
ing height, to dired and animate the eff^orts of 
his troops. A fearlcfs fpcdator , whofe mind 
could entertain the ideas of pomp and pleafure, 
might l^ve admired the long array of two em- 
battled armies, which extended above half a 
league, the one on the (liips and gaMies, the 
other on the walls and towers raifed above the 
ordinary level by feveral ftagcs of wooden tur- 
rets. Their firft fury was fpent in the difcharge 
of darts, ftones, and fire, from the engines; but 
the water was deep; the French were bold; the 
Venetians were (kilful; they approached the 
walls; and a defperate conflid of fwords, fpears, 
and battle-axes, was fought on the trembling 
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CHAP, bridges that grappled the floating , to the liable, 
LK, batteries. In more than an hundred places, the 
alFault was urged , and the defence was fullalnetl ; 
till the fuperiority of ground and numbers finally 
prevailed, and the Latiir trumpets founded a re- 
. treat On the enfuingday, the attack was renewed 
with equal vigour and a fimilar event; and, in 
the night, the doge and the barons held a coun- 
cil, apprehenfive only for the public danger: not 
a voice pronounced the words of efcape or treaty ; 

■ and each warrior, according to his temper, em- 

braced the hope of vidory or the alTurance of a 
glorious death By the experience of the for- 
mer fiege , the Greeks were indruded , but the 
Latins were animated ; and the -knowledge , that 
Conftantinople might he taken, was of more avail 
than the local precautions which thak knowledge 
had infpired for its defence. In the third alfault, 
two fhips were linked together to double their 
flrength; a flrong north wind drove them on the 
fliore ; the bilhops of Troyes and SoilTons led 
the van ; and the aufpicious names of the pilgrim 
and the ptiradt/r -refounded along the line The 
epifcopal banners were difplayed on the walls; 
an hundred marks of filver had been promifed 
to the firft adventurers; and if their reward was 
intercepted by death, their names hav'C been im- 
mortalifed by fame. Four towers were fcaled; 
three gates were burft open ; and the French 
knights, who might tremble on the waves, felt 
themfelves invincible on horfeback on the folid 
ground. Shall I relate that the thoufands who 
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guarded the emperor’s perfon fled on the ap- 
proach and before the lance of a fmgle warrior ? 
Their ignominious flight is acccfted by their 
countryman Nicetas ; an army of phantoms 
marched with the French hero, and he was mag- 
nified to a giant in the eyes of the Greeks 
While the fugitives deferted their pofb and caft 
away their arms, the Latins entered the city 
under the banners of their leaders; the ftreets and 
gates opened for their paflage, and either defign 
or accident kindled a third conflagration , which 
confumed in a few hours the meafure of three of 
the largeft cities of France In the clofe of 
evening , the barons checked their troops and 
fortified. their flations; they were awed by the 
extent and populoufnefs of the capital, which 
might yet require the labour of a month-, if the 
churches and palaces were confeious of their in^ 
ternal ftrength. But in the morning, a fuppliant 
proceflion , with crolfes and images, announced 
the fubmiflion of the Greeks, and deprecated the 
wrath of the conquerors: the ufurper efcaped 

through the golden gate; the palaces ofBlachernaj 
and Boucoleon were occupied by the count of 
Flanders and the marquis of Monlferrat;- and 
the empire which ftifl bore the name of Conflran» 
tine, and the title of Roman was fubverted by 
the arms of the Latin pilgrims**. 

Conftantinople had been taken by ftorra;.and no- 
reftraints, except thofe of religion and humanity, 
were impofed on the conquerors by the laws of 
war. Boniface marquis of Montferrat flill aded 
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CHAP, as their general ; and the Greeks , who revered 
IX, his name as that of their future fovereign , were 
heard to exclaim in a lamentable tone, “ Holy 
“ marquis -king, have mercy upon us!” His 
prudence or corapaflion opened the gates of the 
city to the fugitives; and he exhorted' the fol- 
diers of the crofs to fpare the lives of their'feL 
low- Chriftians. The ftreams of blood that flow 
clown the pages of Nicetas , may be reduced to 
'the flaughter of two thoufand of his unrefifting 
countrymen*’; and the greater part was mafla- 
cred, not by the Arangers , but by the Latins, 
who had been driven from the city , and who 
exercifed the revenge of a triumphant faction. 
Yet of thefe exiles, fome were lefs mindful of 
injuries than of benefits; and Nicetas himfelf was 
indebted for his LifeCy to the generofity of a Ve- 
netian merchant. Pope Innocent the third accufes 
the pilgrims of refpecting, in their lull, neither 
age nor fex, nor religious profeflion ; and bit. 
telly laments that the deeds of darknefs, fornica- 
tion , adultery, and inceft, were perpetrated in 
open day; and that noble matrons and holy nuns 
were polluted by the grooms and peafants of the 
Catholic camp *'. It is indeed probable that the 
licence of victory prompted and covered a mul- 
titude of fins; but it is certain, that the capital 
of the Eafl; contained a flock of venal or willing 
beauty, fufficient to fatiate the defires of twenty 
thoufirnd pilgrims; and female prifoners were no 
longer fubje<ft to the right or abufe of domeflic 
flavery. The marquis of Montferrat was the 
patron of drfciplinc and decency ; the count of 
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Flanders was the mirroiir of chaflity: they had chap. 
forbidden , under pain of death , the rape of mar- lx. 
vied women, or virgins, or nuns; and the pro- 
clamation was fometimes invoked by the van- 
cjuiflied " and refpedled by the victors. Their 
cruelty and luff were moderated by the autho- 
rity of the chiefs, and feelings of the fol diets ; 
for we are no longer dcfcribing an irruption of 
the northern favages ; and however ferocious 
they might ftill appear, time, policy, and reli- 
gion, had civilized the manners of the French, 
and toll more of the Italians. But a free fcope 
was allowed to their avarice , which was glut- 
ted, even in the holy week, by the pillage of 
Conftantii^ple.^ The right of vidory, unfliack- 
led by any promife or treaty, had confifeated 
the public and private wealth of the Greeks; and 
every hand, according to its fize and ftrength, 
might lawfully execute the fentence and feize 
the forfeiture. A portable and univerfal ftand- 
ard of exchange was found in the coined and 
uncoined metals of gold and filver, which each 
captor at home or abroad might convert into 
the poffeHions mod fuitable to his temper and 
fituation. Of the treafures, which trade and 
luxury had accumulated, the filks, velvets, furs, 
the gems , fpices , and rich moveables , were the 
mod precious, as they could not be procured for 
money in the ruder countries of Europe. An Divtiioa of 
order of rapine was indituted ; nor w.as the fhare of 
each individual abandoned to indudry or chance. 

Under the tremendous penalties of perjury ^ 
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excommunication and death , the Latins were 
bound to deliver their plunder into the common 
ftock : three churches were feledled for the de- 
pofit and diftribution of the fpoil : a fingle fhare 
was allotted to a foot foldier ; two for a ferjeant 
on horfeback; four to a knight: and larger pro- 
portions according to the rank and merit of the 
barons and princes. For violating this facred 
engagement, a knight belonging to the count of 
St. Pol was hanged with his fliield and coat of 
arms round his neck: his example might rende* 
fimilar offenders more artful and difcreet; but 
avarice was more powerful than fear; and it is 
generally believed, that the fecret far exceeded 
the acknowledged plunder. Yet the m^nitude of 
the prize furpaded the largeft fcale of experience 
or expectation After the whole had been 
equally divided between the French and Vene- 
tians, fifty thoufand marks were deduded to 
fatisfy the debts of the former and the demands 
of the latter. The refidue of the French amounted 
to four hundred thoufand marks of filver **, 
about eight hundred thoufand pounds fterling; 
nor can I better appreciate the value of that fum 
in the public and private tranfadions of the age, 
than by defining it as feven times the annual re- 
venue of the kingdom of England 

In this great revolution we enjoy the fingular 
felicity of comparing the narratives of Villehar- 
douin and Nicetas, the oppofite feelings of the 
marfhal of Champagne and the Byzantine fena- 
tor **. At tlie firft view it flrould feem that the 
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wealth of Conftantinople was only transferred 
from one nation to another; and that the lofs 
and forrow of the Greeks is cxadtly balanced by 
the joy and advantage of the Latins. But in the 
miferable account of war, the gain is never equi- 
valent to the lofs, the pleafure to the pain: the 
fmiles of the Latins were tranfient and fallacious; 
the Greeks for ever wept over the ruins of their 
country; and their real calamities were aggravated 
by facrilege and mockery. What benefits accrued 
to the conquerors from the three fires which an- 
nihilated fo vaft a portion of the buildings and 
riches of the city ? What a flock of fuch things, 
as could neither be ufed nor tranfported , was 
malicioufly or wantonly deftroyed ? How much 
treafure was idly wafted in gaming, debauchery, 
and riot? And what precious objeds were bar- 
^ tered for a vile price by the impatience or ignor- 
ance of the foldiers, whole reward was ftolcn by 
the bafe induftry of the laft of the Greeks? Thofe 
alone, who had nothing to lofe , might derive 
fome profit from the revolution ; but the mifery 
of the upper ranks of fociety is ftrongly painted 
in the perfonal adventures of Nicetas himfelf. His 
ftately palace had been reduced to afhes in the 
fecond conflagration ; and the fenator , with his 
family and friends, found an obfeure fhelter in 
another houfe which he pofiefTed near the church 
of St. Sophia. It was the door of this mean habit- 
ation that his friend the Venetian merchant 
'guarded in the difguife of a foldier, till Nicetas 
could fave, by a precipitate flight, the relics of 
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c II A r*. his fortune and the chaflity of his daughter. In 
IX. a cold wintry feafon , thefe fugitives, nurfed in 
the Jap of profperity, departed on foot; his wife 
was with child; the defertion of their flaves com- 
pelled them to carry their baggage on their own 
Ihoulders; and .their women, whom they placed 
in the centre , were exhorted to conceal their 
beauty with dirt , inftead of adorning it with 
paint and jewels. Every ftep was expofed to 
infult and danger : the threats of the ftrangers 
were lefs painful than the taunts of the plebeians, 
with whom they were now levelled ; nor did the 
exiles breathe in fafety till their mournful pilgrim- 
age was concluded at Selymbria , above forty 
miles from the capital. On the way they over- 
took the patriarch, without attendance and almoU 
without apparel, riding on an afs, and reduced 
to a ftate of apoftoJical poverty , which , had it 
been voluntary, might perhaps have been meri- 
' torious. In the mean while, his defolate churches 

were profaned by the licentioufnefs and party 
moVkJry Latins. After ftripping the gems and 

pearls, they converted the chalices into drinking- 
cups ; their tables , on which they gamed and 
fealled, were covered with the pictures of Chrift 
and the faints; and they trampled under foot the 
moft venerable objedls of the Chriftian worlhip. 
In the cathedral of St. Sophia, the ample veil of 
the famfluary was rent afunder for the fake of 
the golden fringe; and the altar, a monument 
of art and riches, was broken in pieces and fhared 
among the captors. Their mules and horfes wero 
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laden with the wrought filver and gilt carvings, chap. 
which they tore down frort the doors and pulpit; lx. 
and if the, beafts ftumbled under the burthen , 
they were ftabbed by their impatient drivers, and 
the holy pavement ftrcamed with their impure 
blood. A profUtute was feated on the throne of 
the patriarch ; and that daughter of Belial , as file ' 

is ftyled , fung and danced in the church, to 
ridicule the hymns and proceffions of the Orientals. 

Nor were the repofitories of the royal dead fecure 
from violation: in the church of the apoftles, the 
tombs of the emperors were rifled; and it is faid, 
that after fix centuries the corpfe of Juftinian was 
found without any figns of decay or putrefadion. 

In the ftreets, the French and Flemings clothed 
themfelves and their horfes in painted robes and 
flowing head-drefies of linen ; and the coarfe in- 
temperance of their feafts infulted the fplendid 
fobriety of the Eaft. To expofe the arms of a 
people of fcribes and fcholars, they alfeded to 
difplay a pen, an ink-horn, and a flieet of paper, 
without difcerning that the inftruments of fcience 
and valour were alike feeble and ufelefs in the 
hands of the modern Greeks. 

Their reputation and their language encouraged DeSrunion of 
them , however , to defpife the ignorance , and to 
overlook the progrefs , of the Latins **. In the 
love of the arts, the national difference was ftill 
more obvious and real ; the Greeks preferved 
with reverence the works of their anceftors, which 
they could not imitate ; and , in the deflrudioa 
of the ftataes of Conftantinople, arc provoked 
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CHAP, to join in the complaints and invedlives of the 
Byzantine biftorian We have feen bow the 
rifing city was adorned by the vanity and defpot- 
ifm of the Imperial founder: in the ruins of pagan- 
ifm, fome gods and heroes were hived from the 
axe of fuperftition; and the forum and hippodrome 
•were dignified with the relics of a better age. Se- 
veral of thefe are deferibed by Nicetas in a 
florid and affected ftyle ; and , from bis deferip- 
tions , I fhall felecl fome interefting particulars. 
I. The vidtorious charioteers were caft in bronze, 
at their own, or the public, charge, and fitly 
placed in the hippodrome : they flood aloft in 
their chariots, wheeling round the goal; the fpec- 
tators could admire thqir attitude, and judge of 
the refemblance ; and of thefe figures , the moft 
■ perfedl might have been tranfported from the 
Olympic fladium. 2. The fphynx , river horfe, 
and crocodile, denote the climate and manufac- 
ture of Egypt, and the fpoils of that ancient pro- 
vince. 3. The flie-wolf fuckling Romulus and 
Remus; a fubjedl alike pleafing to the o/dandthe 
new Romans; but which could rarely be treated 
before the decline of the Greek fculpture. 4. An 
eagle holding and tearing a ferpent in his talons; 
a domeflic monument of the Byzantines , which 
they aferibed, not to a human artift, but to the 
magic power of the philofopher Apollonius, who, 
by this talifman , delivered the city from fucb 
venomous reptiles. 5. An afs and his driver; 
which were creded by Auguftus in his colony 
of Nicopolis , to commemorate a verbal omen of 
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the vidlory of AAium. 6. Art equeftrian ftatue; 
which paffcd, in the vulgar opinion, for Joihua, 
the Jewifli conqueror, ftretching out his hand to 
flop the courfe of the defcending fun. A more 
claflical tradition recognifed the figures of Bel- 
lerophon and Pegafus ; and the free attitude of 
the fteed feemed to mark that he trod on air, 
rather than on the earth. 7. A fquare and lofty 
obelilk of brafs; the fides were emboffed with a 
variety of pidurefque and rural fcenes : birds 
finging ; nifties labouring , or playing on their 
pipes; ftieep bleating; lambs fkipping; the fea, 
and a feene of fifti and fifliing; little naked cupids 
laughing , playing , and pelting each other with 
apples ; and , on the fummit , a female figure 
turning with the flighteft breath , and thence 
denominated the wind’s attendant. 8. The Phrygian 
fhepherd prefenting to Venus the prize of beauty, 
the apple of difeord. 9. The incomparable ftatue 
of Helen; which is delineated by Nicetas in the 
words of admiration and love : her well-turned 
feet , fnowy arms , rofy lips , bewitching fmiles , 
fwimming eyes, arched eye-brows, the harmony 
of her lhape, the lightnefs of her drapery, and 
her flowing locks that waved in the wind : a 
beauty that might have moved her Barbarian 
deftroyers to pity and remorfe. 10. The manly 
or divine form of Hercules as he was reftored 
to life by the mafter-hand of Lyfippus; of fuch 
magnitude , that hLs thumb was equal to the 
waift, his leg to the ftature, of a common man ’^5 
his cheft ample, his ihoulders brjaad, his limbs 
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ftrong and mufcular, his hair curled,' his afpccfl 
commanding. Without his bow, or quiver, or 
dub, his lion’s fkin carelefsly thrown over him, 
he was feated on an ofier bafket, his right leg 
and arm ftretched to the utmoft , his left knee 
bent, and fupporting his elbow, his head reclin- 
ing on his left hand , his countenance indignant 
and penfive. ii. A coloffal ftatue of Juno, which 
had once adorned her temple of Samos; the enor- 
mous head by four yoke of oxen was laborioufly 
drawn to the palace. 12. Another cololfus, of 
Fallas or Minerva , thirty feet in height , and 
repreferiting with admirable fpirit the attributes 
and charatfler of the martial maid. Before we 
accufe the Latins, it is juft to remark, that this 
Pallas was deftroyed after the firft fiege, by the 
fear and fuperftition of the Greeks themfelves 
The other ftatues of brafs which I have enu- 
merated , were broken and melted by the un- 
feeling avarice of the crufaders: the coft and la- 
bour were confumed in a moment ; the foul of 
genius evaporated in fmoke; and the remnant of 
bafe metal was coined into money for the pay- 
ment of the troops. Bronze is not the moft 
durable of monuments : from the marble forms 
of Phidias and Praxiteles, the Latins might turn 
afide with ftupid contempt”; but unlefs they 
were crufhed by fome accidental injury, thofe 
iifelefs ftones flood fecurc on their pedeftals 
The moft enlightened of the ftrangers , above 
the grofs and fenfual purfuits of their countrymen, 
more pioufly cxercifed the rigl>t of conqueft in 
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1 the fearch and feizure of the relies of the faints chat. 

I Immenfe was the fupply of heads and bones, i-x. 

i crolTes and images , that were feattered by this 

(. revolution over the churches of Europe ; and 

! fuch was the encreafe of pilgrimage and oblation, 

that no branch , perhaps , of more lucrative plunder 
I was imported from the Eall **’. Of the writings 

I of antiquity, many that ftill exifled in the twelfth 

' century are now loft. But the pilgrims were not 

I folicitous to fave or tranfport the volumes of an 

I unknown tongue : the perifhable fubftance of 

i paper or parchment can only be preferved by 

I the multiplicity of copies; the literature of the 

1 Greeks had almoft centered in the metropolis ; 

I and, without computing the extent of our lofs, 

I we may drop a tear over the libraries that have 

periflied in the triple fire of Conftantinople 


1 


Digitized by Google 


&4 the decline and fall 


CHAP. 

LXI. 

ETeClion of 
the emperor 
Baldwin I. 

A. D. 1204, 
Maj 9 — *C. 


C H A P. LXI. 


Partition of the Empire hy the French and Venetians. 

— Five Latin Emperors of the Houfes of Flanders 
and Courtenay. — Their Wars ayainji the Bulgarians 
and Greeks. — Weaknefs and Poverty of the Latin 
Empire. — Recovery of Conjiantinople by the Greeks. 

— General Confequtnces of the Crufades. 


After the death of the lawful princes , the 
French and Venetians, confident of juflice and 
vltflory, agreed to divide and regulate their future 
poircffions , It was ftipulated by treaty , that 
twelve eledlors, fix of either nation, fhould be 
nominated ; that a majority Hiould chufe the em- 
peror of the Haft; and that, if the votes were 
equal , the decifion of chance fhould afeertain 
the fuccefsful candidate. To him , with all the 
titles and prerogatives of the Byzantine throne , 
they affigned the two palaces of Boucoleon and 
Blachernse, with a fourth part of the Greek mo- 
narchy. It was defined that the three remaining 
portions fhould be equally fhared between the 
republic of Venice and the barons of France ; that 
each feudatory, with an honourable exception 
lor the doge , fhould acknowledge and perform 
the duties of homage and military fervice to the 
fupreme head of the empire : that the nation 
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which gave an emperof , Ihould refign to their 
brethren the choice of a patriarch ; and that the 
pilgrims, whatever might be their impatience to 
vifit the Holy Land, fhould devote another year 
to the conqueft and defence of the Greek pro- 
vinces. After the conqueft of Conftantirlople by 
the Latins ^ the treaty was confirmed and exe- 
cuted ; and the firft and moft important ftep was 
the creation of an emperor. The fix eledtors of 
the French nation were all ecclefiaftics , the abbot 
of Loces, the archbilhop eledt of Acre in Palef- 
tine, and the biOiops of Troyes, SoifTons, Halber- ' 
ftadt, and Bethlehem, the laft of whom exercifed irt 
the camp the office of pope’s legate: their profeffioil 
and knowledge were refpcdlable ; and as they could 
not be the objedls, they were bell tjualified to 
be the authors, of the choice. The fix V^enetians 
were the principal fervants of the ftate, and in 
this lift the noble families of Quetini and Coii- 
tarini are ftill proud to difeovet their anceftors. 
The twelve affembled in the chapel of the palace; 
and after the folemn invocation of the Holy Gboft* 
they proceeded to deliberate afid vote. A juft 
impulfe of refpedl and gratitude prorfipted them 
to crown the virtues of the doge ; his -VvifdOrti 
^ had infpired their enterprife; and the raoft youth- 
ful knights might envy and applaud the exploits 
of blindnefs and age. Biit the patriot Daridolo 
Was devoid of all perforial ambition , and fully 
fatisfied that he had been judged worthy to reigd. 
His nomination was over-ruled by the Venetians 
theiTifelves : his countrymen , and perhaps hilr 
VoL. XL F 
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C H X \ friends*, rcprefcnted, with the eloquence of truth, 
ixi. the mifchiefs that might arife to national freedom 
and the common caufe , from the union of two 
incompatible charadters, of the Hrfl magiftrate of 
a republic and tlie emperor of the Fall. 1 he ex- 
clufion of the doge left room for the more equal 
merits of Boniface and Baldwin ; and at their 
names all meaner candidates refpcdlfulJy withdrew. 
The marquis of Montferrat was recommended 
by his mature age and fair reputation , by the 
choice of the adventurers and the wiflies of th,e 
Greeks; nor can I believe that Venice, the mif- 
trefs of the fea , could be ferioufly apprehenfivc 
of a petty lord at the foot of the Alps *. But 
the count of Flanders was the chief of a wealthy 
and warlike people; he was valiant, pious, and 
chaftc ; in the prime of life, fince he was only 
thirty-two years of age; a defeendant of Charle- 
magne, a coufin of the king of France, and a 
compeer of the prelates and barons who had 
yielded with reludlance to the command of a 
foreigner. ^\^ithout the chapel , thefe barons , 
with the doge and marquis at their head , ex- 
pected the decifion of the twelve eledors. It 
was announced by the bifliop of SoilTons, in the 
name of his colleagues : “ Ye have fworn to 

“ obey the prince whom we fhould chufe; by 
our unanimous fuftrage , Baldwin count of 
“ Flanders and Hainault is now your fovereign, 
“ and the emperor of the Fad.” He was faluted 
with loud appldufe , and the proclamation was 
re-echoed through the city by the joy of the 
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Latins and the trembling adulation of the Greeks, chap. 
Roniface was the firfl to kifs the hand of his lxi. 
rival, and to raife him on the buckler; and Bald- 
win was tranfported to the cathedral , and fo- 
iemnly invefted with the purple bufkins. At the 
end of three weeks he was crowned by the legate, 
in the vacancy of a patriarch; but the Venetian 
clergy foon filled the chapter of St. Sophia, feated 
Thomas Morofini on the ecclefiaflical throne , 
and employed every art to perpetuate in their 
own nation the honours and benefices of the 
Greek church *. Without delay , the fucceflor 
of Conftantine, inftruded Paleftine, France, and 
Rome, of this memorable revolution. To Palef- 
tine he fent, as a trophy, the gates of Conftan- 
tinople , and the chain of the harbour ’ ; and 
adopted, from the Affize of Jerufalem , the laws 
or cuftoras bell adapted to a French colony and 
conqueft in the Eaft. In his epiftles, the natives 
of France are encouraged to fwell that cojony, 
and to fecure that conqueft, to people a magni- 
ficent city and a fertile land , which will reward / 

the labours both of the prieft and the foldier. 

He congratulates the Roman pontiff on the reftor- 
ation of his authority in the Eaft; invites him 
to extinguifh the Greek fchifm by his prefence 
in a general council ; and implores his blcfling 
and forgivenefs for the difobedient pilgrims. 

Prudence and dignity are blended in the anfwer 
of Innocent *. In the fubverfion of the Byzantine 
empire , he arraigns the vices of man , and adores . 
the providence of God: the conquerors will bf 
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abfolved or condemned by their future condudli 
the validity of their treaty depends on the judg- 
ment of St. Peter; but he inculcates their moft 
facred duty of eftabliftiing a juft fubordination of 
obedience and tribute, from the Greeks to the 
Latins, from the magiftrate to the clergy, and 
from the clergy to the pope. 

In the divifion of the Greek provinces’, the 
fhare of the Venetians was more ample than that 
of the Latin emperor. No more than one fourth 
was appropriated to his domain; a clear moiety 
of the remainder was referved for Venice ; and 
the other moiety was diftributed among the ad- 
venturers of France and Lombardy. The vener- 
able Dandolo was proclaimed defpot of Romania, 
and inverted after the Greek faftiion with the 
purple bulkins. He ended at Conftantinople his 
long and glorious life ; and if the prerogative 
was perfonal, the title was ufed by his fucceffors 
till the middle of the fourteenth century, with 
the fingular though true addition of lords of one 
fourth and a half of the Roman empire *. The 
doge, a flave of ftate, was feldom permitted to 
depart from the helm of the republic; but his 
place was fupplied by the bail or regent, who 
exercifed a fupreme jurifdidion over the colony 
of Venetians : they pofteffcd three of the eight 
quarters of the city; and his independent tribunal 
was compofed of fix judges, four counfellors, 
two chamberlains , two fifcal advocates , and a 
conftable. Their long experience of the Eaftem 
trade enabled them to fekift their portion with 
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i difcernment : they had raflily accepted the domi- c H a r.’ 

I nion and defence of Adrianople ; but it was the ixu 

i more reafonable aim of their policy to form a 

I chain of fadories , and cities , and iflands , along 

I the maritime coaft, from the neighbourhood of, 

1 Ragufa to the Hellefpont and the Bofphorus. 

The labour and coft of fuch extenfive conquefts ' 

, exhaufted their treafury : they abandoned their 

t maxims of government, adopted a feudal fyftem , 

I and contented themfelves with the homage of 

I their nobles *, for the pofleflions which thefe 

i private vaffals undertook to reduce and maintain. 

[ And thus it was, that the family of Sanut ac- 

, quired the dutchy of Naxos , which involved the 

I greateft part of the Archipelago. For the price 

, of ten thoufand marks , the republic purchafed 

I of the marquis of Montferrat the fertile ifland 

I of Crete or Candia with the ruins of an hundred 

I cities ; but its improvement was ftinted by the 

I proud and narrow fpirit of an ariftocracy " ; and 

the wifeft fenators would confefs that the fea, 
not the land , was the treafury of St, Mark. In 
the moiety of the adventurers , the marquis Bonb 
face might claim the raoft liberal reward ; and , 

I befides the ifle of Crete, bis exclufion from the 
throne was compenfated by the royal title and 
the provinces beyond the Hellefpont. But he 
prudently exchanged that diflant and difficult .1 
conqueft for the kingdom of Thcffalonica or 
Macedonia, twelve days journey from the capital, 
where he might be fupported by the neigbour- 
^ jng powers of .his brother-in-law the king of 


Digl'ized by Googlf 


70 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


Hungary. His progrefs was hailed by the voluntary 
or reludant acclamations of the natives ; and 
Greece, the proper and ancient Greece, again 
received a Latin conqueror”, who trod with 
indifference that clalTic ground. He viewed with 
a carelcfs eye the beauties of the valley of Tempe; 
travcrfed with a cautious flep the ftreights of 
Thermopylse ; occupied the unknown cities of 
Thebes, Athens, and Argos; and affaulted the 
fortifications of Corinth and Napoli ” , which 
refifted his arms. The lots of the Latin pilgrims 
were regulated by chance, or choice, or fubfe- 
quent exchange ; and they abufed , with intem- 
perate joy , their triumph over the lives and 
fortunes of a great people. After a minute fur- 
■ vey of the provinces, they weighed in the fcales 
of avarice the revenue of each diftrict, the ad- 
vantage of the fituation , and the ample or fcanty 
fupplies for the maintenance of foldiers and horfes. 
Their prefumption claimed and divided the long-, 
loft dependencies of the Roman fccptre : the 
Nile and Euphrates rolled through their imaginary 
realms ; and happy was the warrior who drew 
for his prize the palace of the Turkifli fultan of 
Iconium I fliall not defceod to the pedigree 
of families and the rent-roll of eftates, but I wifli 

I * 

to fpecify that the counts of Blois and St. Pol 
were invefted with the dutchy of Nice and the 
lordlhip of Demotica”: the principal fiefs were 
held by the fervice of conftable , chamberlain, 
cup-bearer, butler, and chief cook; and our hifto- 
rian, Jeffrey of Villehardouin, obtained a fair 
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cflablifliment on the banks of the Hcbriis , and c h a p. 
united tlie double office of marfhal of Champagne lxl 
and Romania. At the head of hi.s knights and 
archers , each baron mounted on horfeback to 
fecure the pofTeflion of his fhare , and their firft 
efforts were generally fuccefsful. But the public 
force was weakened by their difpcrfion ; and a 
thoufand quarrels muft arife under a law , and 
among men , whofe foie umpire was the fword. 

Within three months after the conquefl: of Coiv 
ftantinople, the emperor and the king of Thef- 
falonica drew their hoftile followers into the field; 
they were reconciled by the authority of the 
doge , the advice of the marfhal , and the firm 
freedom of their peers “. ' 

Two fugitives, who had reigned at Con flanti- Revolt of the 
nople, ftill afferted the title of emperor; and 
fubjecls of their fallen throne might be moved to etc. 
pity by the misfortunes of the elder Alexius, or 
excited to revenge by the fpirit of Mourzoufle. 

A domeftic alliance, a common intereft, afimilar 
guilt, and the merit of extinguifhing his enemies, 
a brother and a nephew, induced the more recent 
ufurper to unite with the former the relics of his 
power. Mourzoufle was received with fmilcs 
and honours in the camp of his father Alexius; ' 

but the wicked can never love , and fhould rarely 
truft, their fell w-criminals : he was feized in the 
bath , deprived of his eyes , ftripped of his troops 
and treafures, and turned out to wander anobjedf 
of horror and contempt to thofe who with more 
propriety could hate , and with more jufticc 

F 4 


Digitized by Google 



I 


rz THE DECLINE AND FALL 

H A P, could punifli , the aflaflln of the emperor Ifaac , 
and his fon. As the tyrant, purfued by fear or 
remorfe , was ftealing over to Afia , he was 
feized by the Latins of Conftantinople , and 
condemned , after an open trial , to an ignomi- 
nious death. His judges debated the mode of his 
execution, the axe, the wheel, or the flake ; 
and it was refolved that Mourzoufle ” fhould 
afcend the Theodofian column, a pillar of white 
marble of one hundred and forty-fcven feet in 
height From the fummit he was call down 
headlong, and dalhcd in pieces on the pavement, 
in the prefence of innumerable fpedtators , who 
filled the forum of Taurus, and admired the 
accomplilhment of an old predidion , which was 
explained by this fingular event The fate 
of Alexius is lefs tragical : he was Cent by the 
marquis a captive to Italy, and a gift to the king 
of the Romans ; but he had not much to applaud 
his fortune, if the fentence of imprifonment and 
exile were changed from a fortiefs in the Alps to 
^ monaftery in Afia. But his daughter, before 
the national calamity, had been given in marriage 
to a young hero who continued the fucceflion , and 
reftored the throne , of the Greek princes The 
Theodoti valour of Theodore Lafcaris was fignalifed in the 
tafciirn, em- fieges of Conftantinople. After the flight of 

peror of Nice, ° it- i ■ 

A. D. JVlourzouile, when the Latins were already m 
J204— i*sj. gi(.y ^ jjg offered himfelf as their emperor to 
the foldiers and people : and his ambition, which 
might be virtuous , was undoubtedly brave. 
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Could he have infufed a foul into the multitude, chap. 
they might have crulhed the ftrangeis under their txi. 
feet : . their abjed defpair refufed his aid , and 
Theodore retired to breathe the air of freedom 
in Anatolia, beyond the immediate view and 
purfuit of the conquerors. Under the title , at firfl: 
of defpot, and afterwards of emperor, he drew 
to his ftandard the bolder fpirits , who were 
fortified againft flavery by the contempt of life; 
and as every means was lawful for the public 
fafety , implored without fcruple the alliance of 
the Turkifh fultan. Nice , where Theodore 
eftablifhed his refidence , Prufa and Philadelphia, 

Smyrna and Ephefus , opened their gates to their 
deliverer: he derived flrength and reputation from 
his victories , and even from his defeats ; and the 
fuccelfor of Conflantine preferved a fragment of 
the empire from the banks of the Mseander to 
the fuburbs of Nicomedia, and at length of Con- 
ftantinople. Another portion , diftant and ob- The dnkes 
feure , was polfelfed by the lineal heir of the xrc"bt*' 
Comneni , a fon of the virtuous Manuel , a zosd, 
grandfon of the tyrant Andronicus. His name 
was Alexius ; and the epithet of great was ap- 
plied perhaps to his ftature , rather than to his 
exploits. By the indulgence of the Angeli , he 
was appointed governor or duke of Trebizond*’ : 
his birth gave him ambition, the revolution in- 
dependence ; and without changing his title , he 
rfeigned in peace from Sinope to the Phafis , 
along the coafl of the Black Sea. His namelefs 
fon and fncceflor i§ deferibed as the vaflal of the 
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fultan, whom heferved with two hundred lances ; 
that Comnenian prince was no more than duke 
of Trebizond , and the title of emperor was firfl 
alTumed by the pride and envy of the grandfon 
of Alexius. In the Weft, a third fragment was 
faved from the common fliipwreck by Michael , 
a baftard of the houfe of Angeli , who , before 
the revolution, had been known as an hoftage , 
a foldier, and a rebel. His flight from the camp 
of the marquis Boniface fecured his freedom ; by 
his mayiage with the governor’s daughter , he 
commanded the important place of Durazzo , 
affumed the title of defpot, and founded a ftrong 
and conTpicuous principality in Epirus, .Ltolia, 
and Thellaly, which have ever been peopled by 
a warlike race. The Greeks , who had offered 
their fervice to their new fovereign.s , were ex- 
cluded by the haughty Latins from all civil 
and military honours , as a nation born to trem- 
ble and obey. Their refentment prompted them 
to (hew that they might have been ufeful friends, 
fince they could be dangerous enemies : their 
nerves were braced by adverfity : whatever was 
learnc(l,or holy, whatever was noble or valiant, 
rolled away into the independent ftates of Trebi- 
zond, Epirus, and Nice; and a Angle patrician 
is marked by the ambiguous praife of attachment 
and loyalty to the Franks. The vulgar herd of 
the cities and the country , would have gladly 
fubmitted to a mild and regular fervitude ; and 
the tranfient diforders of war would, have been 
obliterated by fome years of induftry and peace. 
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Rut peace was baniflied and indufiry was cruflied, chap. 
in the diforders ot the feudal fyftem. The Roman ixu 
emperors of Conftantinople, if they were endow- 
ed With abilities, were armed with power for 
the protedion of their fubjeds : their laws were 
wife , and their adminiftration was fimple. The 
Latin throne was filled by a titular prince, the ' 
chief, and often the fervant , of his licentious 
confederates : the fiefs of the empire , from a 
kingdom to a caftle , were held and ruled by 
the fword of the barons r and their difeord, po- 
verty, and ignorance, extended the ramifications 
of tyranny to the moft fequeflered villages. The 
Greeks were opprelfed by the double weight of 
the prieft , who was invefied with temporal 
power, and of the foldier, who was inflamed by 
fanatic hatred ; and the infuperable bar of religion 
and language .for ever feparated the ftranger and 
the native. As long as the crufaders were united 
at Conftantinople, the memory of their conqueft, 
arrd the terror of their arms , impofed filence on 
the captive land : their difpcrfion betrayed the 
fmallnefs of their numbers and the defedls of their 
difeipline ; and fome failures and mifehances re- 
vealed the fecret, that they were not invincible. 

As the fear of the Greeks abated , their hatred 
encreafed. They murmured ; they confpired ; and * 

before a year of flavery had elapfed , they im- 
plored , or accepted , the fuccour of a Barbarian, 
whofe power they had felt, and whofc gratitude 
they trufted **- 
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CHAP. The Latin conquerors had been faluted with 
txi. a folcmn and early embaffy from John, or Joan- 
The Buica- ^ qj. Calo-John , the revolted chief of the 
A- D. isoT, Bulgarians and Walachians. He deemed himfelf 
their brother , as the votary of the Roman 
pontiff, from whom he had received the regal 
title and an holy banner; and in the fubverfion 
of the Greek monarchy, he might afpire to the 
name of their friend and accomplice. But Calo- 
John was afloniflied to find , that the count of 
Flanders had affumed tile pomp and pride of thc> 
fucceffors of Conftantioe ; and his ambaffadors 
were difinilTcd with an haughty meffage , that 
the rebel muft deferve a pardon , by touching 
with his forehead the footftool of the Imperial 
throne. His refentment ** would have exhaled 
in acls of violence and blood ; his cooler policy 
watched the rifing difcontent of the Greeks ; 
affedled a tender concern for their fufiFerings ; and 
promifed , that their firft ftruggles for freedom 
lliould be fupported by his perfon and kingdom. 
The confpiracy was propagated by national 
liatred, the firmeft band of affociation and fe- 
crecy : the Greeks were impatient to fheath their 
daggers in the breads of the vidlorious ftrangers; 
but the execution was prudently delayed, till 
Henry , the emperor’s brother , had tranfported 
the flower of his troops beyond the Hellefpont. 
IVloft of the towns and villages of Thrace were 
true to the moment and the fignal : and the 
Latins, without arms or fufpicion , were flaugh- 
tered by the vile and mercilefs revenge of their 
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flaves. ' From Demotica , the firft fcene of the 
maffacre , the furviving vaflals of the count of 
St. Pol efcaped to Adrianople ; but the French 
and Venetians , who occupied that city, were 
flaiii or expelled by the furious multitude ; the 
garrifons that could effedl their retreat, fell back 
on each other towards the metropolis ; and the 
fortrefles, that feparately flood againfl the rebels, 
were ignorant of each other’s and of their fover- 
eign’s fate. The voice of fame and fear announ- 
ted the revolt of the Greeks and the rapid ap- 
proach of their Bulgarian ally ; and Calo-John , 
not depending on the forces of his own king- 
dom , had drawn from the Scythian wildernefs a 
body of fourteen thoufand Comans, who drank, 
as it was faid , the blood of their captives, and 
facriHced the Chriflians on the altars of their 
gods * , ■ 

Alarmed by this fudden and growing danger, 
the emperor difpatched a fwift meffenger to recall 
count Henry and his troops; and had Baldwin 
cxpedled the return of his gallant brother, with 
a fupply of twenty thoufand Armenians , he might 
have encountered the invader with equal num- 
bers and a decifive fuperiority of arms and difei- 
pline. But the fpirit of chivalry could feldom 
diferiminate caution from cowardice ; and the 
emperor took the field with an hundred and 
forty knights , and their train of archers and 
lerjeants. The marfhal, who diffuaded and obeyed, 
led the vanguard in their march to Adrianople ; 
the main body was commanded by the count of 
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Blois; the aged doge of Venice followed with 
the rear; and their fcanty numbers were encreafed 
from all fides by the fugitive Latins. They un- 
dertook to befiegc the rebels of Adrianople; and 
fuch was the pious tendency of the crufades, that 
they employed tlie holy week in pillaging the 
country for their fubfiftence , and in framing 
engines for the deflrudion of their follow -chrif- 
tians. But the Latins were foon interrupted and 
alarmed by the light cavalry of the Comans, who 
boldly Ikirrainied to the edge of their imperfed: 
lines : and a proclamation was ilTucd by the 

marllial of Romania, that, on the trumpet’s found, 
the cavalry fliould mount and form ; but that 
none, under pain of death, fliould abandon them- 
felvcs to a defultory and dangerous purfuit. This 
wife injundion was firfl: difobeyed by the count 
of Blois, who involved the emperor in bisraflinefs 
and ruin. The Comans, of the Parthian or T ar- 
tar fchool, fled before their firll charge; but after 
a career of two leagues, when the knights and 
their horfes were almoft breathlefs, they fuddenly 
turned, rallied, and encompafled the heavy fqua- 
drons of the Franks. The count was flain on the 
field; the emperor was made prifoner; and if the 
one difdained to fly, if the other refufed to yield, 
their perfonal bravery made a poor atonement for 
their ignorance, or negled, of the duties of a 
general 

Proud of his vidlory and his royal prize , the 
Bulgarian advanced to relieve Adrianople and 
atchieve the deftrudion of the Latins. They muft 

I 
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inevitably have been cledroyed, if the marflial of c il A f. 
Romania had not difplayed a cool courage and lxi. 
confummate flciJl ; uncommon in all ages, but 
moft uncommon in thofe times , when war was 
a palTion, rather than a fcience. His grief and Retreat of 
fears were poured into the firm and faithful bofom 
of the doge; but in the camp he difFufed an affur- 
ance of fafety, which could only be realized by the 
general belief. All day he maintained his perilous 
ftation between the city and the Barbarians : Vil- 
lehardouin decamped in filence , at the dead of 
night ; and his mafterly retreat of three days 
•would have deferved the praife of Xenophon and 
the ten thoufand. In the rear, the marflial fup- 
ported the weight of the purfuit; in the front, 
he moderated the impatience of the fugitives; 
and yvherever the Comans approached, they were 
repelled by a line of impenetrable fpears. On 
the third day, the weary troops beheld the fea, 
the folitary town of Rodofto and their friends, 

.who had landed from the Afiatic fliore. 1 hey 
embraced, they wept; but they united their arms 
and counfels; and, in his brother’s abfence, count 
Henry aflumed the regency of the empire , at 
once in a ftate of childhood and caducity **. If 
the Comans withdrew from the fiimmer heats, 
feven thoufand Latins, in the hour of danger, 
deferted Conftantlnople, their brethren, and their 
•vows. Some partial fuccefs was overbalanced by 
the lofs of one hundred and twenty knights in 
the field of Rufium ; and of the Imperial domain, 
no more was left , than the capital , >yith two or 
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chap, three adjacent fortrefTes on the fhores of Europe 
ixi. and Afia. The king of Bulgaria was refiftlefs 
and inexorable ; and Calo-John refpedfully eluded 
the demands of the pope, whb conjured his new 
profefyte to reftore peace and the emperor to the 
afflided Latins. The deli^?era^ce of Baldwin was 
' no longer, he faid, in the power of man: that 

prince had died in prifon; and 'the manner of 
his death is variopfly related by ignorance and 
Death of the Credulity. The lovers of a tragic legend will 
empeior. be pleafed to hear , that the royal captive was 
terripted by the amorous queen of the Bulga- 
rians; that his chafte refufal expofed him to the 
falfehood of a woman and the jealoufy of a 
favage ; that his hands and feet were fevered 
from his body ; that his bleeding trunk was caft 
among the carcafes of dogs and horfes; and that 
he breathed three days, before he was devoured 
by the birds of prey **. About twenty years 
afterwards , in a wood of the Netherlands , an 
hermit announced himfelf as the true Baldwin , 
the emperor of Conftantinople, and lawfuJ fover- 
eign of Flanders. He related the wonders of his 
efcape , his adventures , and his penance , among 
a people prone to believe and to rebel ; and , iri 
the firft tranfport, Flanders acknowledged her 
long-loft fovereign. A fliort exaiuinatioil before , 
the French court detedled the impoftor, who 
was punilhed with an ignominious death ; but 
the Flemings ftill adhered to the pleafing error; 
and the countefs Jane is accufed by the graveft 
hiftorians of facrificing to her ambition the life 
of an unfortunate father In 

1 
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III all civilized hoftility , a treatv is cftabliflicd chap. 
for the exchange or ranfom of prifoners ; and if j xt. 
their captivity be prolonged , their condition is 

, * ^ ^ . chamber of 

known, and they are treated according to their 
rank with humanity or honour. Rut the favMge a- nos,. 
Bulgarian was a ftrangcr to the laws of war; his 
prifons were involved in darknefs and filenci ; June u. 
and above a year elapfed before the Latins could 
be alfurcd of the death of Baldwin , before his 
brother, the regent Henry, would ccnfent to af- 
fiune the title of emperor. His moderation was 
applauded by the Greeks as an aid of rare and 
inimitable vdrtue. Their light -and perfidious am- 
bition was eager to feizc or anticipate the moment 
of a vacancy , while a law of fuccelfion , the 
guardian both of the prince and people , was 
gradually defined and confirmed in the hereditary 
monarchies of Europe. In the fupport 'of the 
Eaftern empire, Henry was gradually left without 
an aflbeiate, as the heroes of the crufade retired 
from the world or from the war. The doge of 
Venice, the venerable Dandolo, in the fulnefs of 
years and glory, funk into the grave. The marquis 
of Montferrat was flowly recalled from the Pelo- 
ponncfian war to the revenge of Baldwin and the 
defence of Thefialonica. Some nice difputes of 
feudal homage and fervice, were reconciled in a 
perfonal interview between the emperor and the 
king: they were firmly united by mutual eftcem 
and the common danger; and their alliance w’as 
fealed by the nuptials of Henry with the daughter 
of the Italian prince. He foon deplored the lofs 
VoL. XL G 


Digitized by Googl 



82 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP, of f>is friend and father. At the perfuafion of 
ixi. fome faithful Greeks, Boniface made a bold and 
fuccefsful inroad among the hills of Rhodope : 
the Bulgarians fled on his approach ; they af- 
fembled to harafs his retreat. On the intelligence 
that his rear' was attacked, without waiting for 
any defenfive armour , he leaped on horfeback , 
couched his lance, and drove the enemies before 
him; but in the rafli purfuit he was pierced with 
a mortal wound ; and the head of the king of 
ThclTalonica was prefented to Calo-John, who 
enjoyed the honours, without the merit, of vic- 
tory. It is here, at this melancholy ev^ent, that 
the pen or the voice of Jeffrey of Villehardouiii 
feems to drop or to expire ” ; and if he {fill exer- 
cifed his military office of marflial of Romania , 
his fubfequent exploits are buried in oblivion 
The charader of Henry was not unequal to^ his 
arduous fituation : in the fiege of Conftantinople, 
and beyond the Hellefpont, he had defer ved the 
fame of a valiant knight and a fkilful commander; 
and his courage was tempered with a degree of 
prudence and mildnefs unknown to his impetuous 
brother. In'the double war againft the Greeks 
of Afia and the Bulgarians of Europe , he was 
ever the foremoft on fliipboard or on horfeback; 
ind though he cautioufly provided for the fuccefs 
of his armk, the drooping Latins were often 
roofed by his example to fave and to fecond their 
fcarlefs emperor. But fuch efforts, and fome fup- 
plies of men and money from France , were of ' 
iefs avail than the errors, the cruelty, and death, 
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of their moft formidable adverfary. When the 
dcfpair of the Greek fubjedls invited Calo-John 
N as their deliverer , they hoped that he would 
protedl their liberty and adopt their laws: they 
were foon taught to compare the degrees of na* 
tional ferocity , and to execrate the favage con- 
queror , who no longer dilTcmbled his intention 
of difpeopling Thrace, of demoliflbing the cities, 
and of tranfplanting the inhabitants beyond the 
Danube. Many towns and villages of Thrace 
were already evacuated: an heap of ruins marked 
the place of Philippopolis, and a fimilar calamity 
was expetfled at Demotica and Adrianople , by 
the firft authors of the revolt They railed a cry 
of grief and repentance to the throne of Henry; 
the emperor alone had the magnanimity to for- 
give and truft them. No more than four hundred 
knights, with their ferjeants apd archers, could 
be alfembled under his banner ; and with this 
flender force he fought and repulfed the Bulga- 
lian, who, befides his infantry, was at the head 
of forty thoufand horfe. In this expedition. Henry 
felt the difference between an hoftile and a friendly 
country; the remaining cities were preferved by 
his arms; and the favage, with Ihame and lofs, 
was compelled to relinquilh his prey. The frege 
of Theffalonica was the laft of the evils which 
Calo-John inflided or fuffered ; he was ftabbed 
in the night in his tent; and the general , perhaps 
the affaffin , who found him weltering in his blood, 
aferibed the blow with general applaufe to the 
lance of St. Demetrius After feveral vidorics; 
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' CHAP, the prudence of Henry concluclecl an honourable 

3 t'Xt. peace with the fucccflbr of the tyrant, and with 
i the Greek princes of Nice and Epirus. If he ceded 

fome doubtful limits, an ample kingdom was re- 
ferved for himfelf and his feudatories ; and his 
reign , which lafted only ten years , afforded a 
fliort interval of profpcrity and peace. Far above 
the narrow policy of fJaldwin and Boniface , be 
freely entrufted to the Greeks the moft important 
offices of the hate and army: and this liberality 
’ of fentiment and pratifice, was the more feafon- 

able, as the princes of Nice and Epirus had al- 
ii ready learned to feduce and employ the mercenary 

valour of the Latins. It was the aim of Henry to 
' unite and reward his defer%dng fubjedts of every 

nation and language : but he appeared lets foli- 
;! citous to accompliffi the impracticable union of 

the two churches. Pelagius , the pope’s legate, 
it who adled as the fovereign of Conllantinoplc , 

bad interdided the worfliip of the Greeks, and 
ffernly impofed the .payment of tithes , the 
double proceflion of the Holy Ghoft, and a blind 
obedience to the Roman pontiff. As the weaker 
party, they pleaded the duties of confcience, and 
implored the rights of toleration : “ Our bodies,” 
they faid , “ are Ctefar’s , but our fouls belong 
“ only to God.” The perfecution was, checked 
by the firmnefs of the emperor’"’; and if we can 
believe that the fame prince was poifoned by the 
Greeks themfelves , we muff entertain a con- 
temptible idea of the fenfe and gratitude of mam 
kind. His valour was a vulgar attribute, which 
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be {bared with ten thoufand knights; but Henry c H A IV 
fjoffefTed the fupcrior courage to oppofe , in a h\h 
fuperftitious age , the pride and avarice of the 
clergy. In the cathedral of St. Sophia he prefumed 
to place his throne on the right-hand of the pa- 
triarch ; and this prefuraption excited the fharpell 
ccnfure of pope Innocent the third. By a falu- 
tary edicl , one of the firfl; examples of the laws 
of mortmain j he prohibited the alienation of 
fiefs; many of the Latins, defirous of returning 
to Europe , refigned their eftates to the church 
for a fpiritual or temporal reward ; thefe holy 
lands were immediately difcharged from military 
fervice ; and a colony of foldiers would have 
been gradually transformed into a college of 
priefts 

The virtuous Henry died at ThefTalonica , in Peter of 
the defence of that kingdom, and of an infant, 
the fon of his friend Boniface. In the two firft coanautino- 
emperors of Conflantinople the male line of theP*®’ 

* . . , A. D. lii" 

counts of Flanders was extind. But their filler April s. 
Yolande was the wife of a French prince, the 
mother of a numerous progeny; and one of her 
daughters had married Andrew king of Hungary, 
a brave and pious champion of the crofs. By 
feating him on the Byzantine throne, the barons 
of Romania would have acquired the forces of a 
neighbouring and warlike kingdom; but the pru- 
dent Andrew revered the laws of fuccelTion; and 
the princefs Yolande, with her hufband Peter of 
Courtenay, count of Auxerre, was invited by the 
Latins to allume the empire of the Eaft. Tho 
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K A p. royal birth of his father, the noble origin (of his 
tKi. mother , recommended to the barons of France 
the firft coufin of their king. His reputation was 
fair , his poffeflions were ample , and , in the 
bloody crufadc againft the Albigeois, the foldiers 
and the priefts had been abundantly fatisfied of 
his zeal and valour. Vanity might applaud the 
elevation of a French emperor of Conftantinople; 
but prudence mull pity, rather than envy, hi.s 
treacherous and imaginary greatnefs. To affert 
and adorn his title , he was reduced to fell or 
mortgage the bell of his patrimony. By thefe 
expedients, the liberality of his royal kinfman 
Philip Auguftus , and the national fpirit of chivalry, 
he was enabled to pafs the Alps at the head of 
one hundred and forty knights, and fiv^e thoufand 
five hundred ferjeants and archers.. After fome 
hefitation, pope Honorius the third was perfuaded 
to crown the fuccelTor of Conftantine; but he 
performed the ceremony in a church without the 
walls, left he fhould feem to imply or to beftow 
any right of fovereignty over the ancient capital 
of the empire. The Venetians had engaged to 
tranfport Peter and his forces beyond the Adriatic, 
and the emprefs, with her four children, to the 
Byzantine palace; but they required, as the price 
of their fervice, that he Ihould recover Durazzo 
from the defpot of Epirus. Michael Angelus, or 
Comnenus, the firft of his dynafty, had bequeath- 
ed the fucceftion of his power and ambition to 
Theodore, his legitimate brother, who already 
'threatened and invaded the eftablilhments of the 
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Latins. After difcharging his debt by a fruitlefs chap. 
alfault, the emperor railed the fiege to profecute lxi, 
along and perilous journey over land fromDuraz- 
zo to I helTalonica. He was foon loft in the moun- 
tains of Epirus: the paftes were fortified; his pro- 
vifions exhaufted : he was delayed and deceived 
by a treacherous negociation; and, after Peter of 
Courtenay and the Roman legate had been ar- HU captivity 
refted in a banquet, the French troops, without 

leaders or hopes, were eager to exchange their 1-17 isij. 

arms for the delufive promife of mercy and bread. 

The Vatican .thundered; and the impious Then* 
dore was threatened with the v'engeance of earth 
and heaven : but the captive emperor and his 
foldiers were forgotten , and the reproaches of the 
pope are confined to the imprifonment of his 
legate. No fooner was he fatisfied by the deliver- 
ance of the prieft and a promife of fpiritual obe- 
dience, than he pardoned and protedlcd the defpot 
of Epirus. His peremptory commands fufuended 
the ardour of the Venetians and the king of Hun- 
gary; and it was only by a natural or untimely 
death ’* that Peter of Courtenay was releafed 
from his hopelefs captivit)^ 

The long ignorance of his fate, and the pre- Robert cm- 
fence of the lawful fovereign', of Yolande, his 
wife or widow, delayed the proclamation of a a i>. 
new emperor. Before her death, and in the midft 
of her grief , flic was delivered of a fon , who 
was named Baldwin, the laft and moft unfortunate* 
of the Latin princes of Conftantinople. His birth* 
endeared him to the barons of Romania ; but his 
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CHAP, childhood woiild have prolonged the troubles of 
ixi. a minority , and his claims were I'uperfeded by 
the elder claims of his brethren. The lirfl; of 
thefe, Philip of Courtenay j who derived from 
his mother the inheritance of Namur , had the 
wifdom to prefer the fubftance of a marquifatc 
to the fliadow of an empire; and on his rcfufal , 
Robert , the fecond of the fons of Peter and 
Yolaade , was called to the throne of Conftan- 
tinople. Warned by bis father’s mifchance , he 
purfued his flow and fecure journey through 
Germany and along the Danube : a paflage was 
opened by his lifter’s marriage with the king of 
Hungary; and the emperor Robert was crowned 
by the patriarch in the cathedral of St. Sophia. 
But his reign was an tera of calamity and dif- 
grace; and the colony, as it was ftyled, of New 
France yielded on all fides to the Greeks of 
Nice and Epirus. After a vidlory , which he 
owcd*to his perfidy rather than his courage , 
The#dore Angclus entered the kingdom of Thef- 
falonica , expelled the feeble Demetrius , the I'on 
of the marquis Boniface , credled his ftandard on 
the walls of Adrianoj^le ; and added , by his 
vanity, a third or a fourth name to the lift of 
rival emperors. The relics of the Afiatic province 
were fwept away by John Vataces, the fon-in- 
Jaw and fucceflbr of Theodore Lafearis , and 
who, in a triumphant reign of thirty-three years, 
%lifplayed the virtues both of peace and war. 
Under his difeipline the fwords of the French 
mercenaries were the moft effedtual inftrument of 
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bis conquefls, and their defertion from the ferv’icc chap. 
of their country was at once a fymptom and a txi. 
caiifc of the rifing afeendant of the Greeks. By 
the conftrudlion of a fleet , he obtained the 
command of the Hellcfpont , reduced the iflands 
of Leflros and Rhodes , attacked the Venetians 
of Candia , and intercepted the rare and par- 
fimonious fuccours of the AVeft. Once, and once 
only , the Latin emperor fent an army againll 
Vataces ; and in the defeat of that army, the 
veteran knights , the laft of the original conquer- 
ors , were left on the field of battle. But the \ 
fuecefs of a foreign enemy was lefs painful to 
the pufillanimous Robert than the infolence of 
bis Latin fubjeds , who confounded the wcaknefs 
of the emperor and of the empire. His perfonal 
misfortunes jvill prove the anarchy of the govern- 
ment and the ferocioufnefs of the times. The 
amorous youth had negledled his Greek bride , 
the daughter of Vataces , to introduce into the 
palace a beautiful maid , of a private , though 
noble, family of Artois; and her mother had 
been tempted by the luftre of the purple to 
forfeit her engagements with a gentleman of 
Burgundy. His love was converted into rage; 
he aflcmbled his friends, forced the palace gates, 
threw the mother into the fea, and inhumanly 
cut off the nofe and lips of the wife or concubine 
of the emperor. IuQj||pd of punilhing the ofiender, 
the barons avowed Aid applauded the favage 
deed ” , which , as a prince and as a man , it 
was impoflible that Baldwin flaould forgive. He 
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CHAP, efcapcd from the guilty city to implore the juftice 
iXl. or companion of the pope : the emperor was 
coolly exhorted to return to his ftation ; be- 
fore he could obey, he funk under the weight 
of grief, fliame , and impotent refentment 
Baldwin II. It W3S Only in the age of chivalry, that valour 
and John of afccnd fiom a private ftation to the thrones 

pcrors of of Jcrufalem and Conftantinople. The 'titular 
conftanti- kingdom of Jerufalem had devolved to Mary, 
d. *^he daughter of Ifabella and Conrad of Moiit- 
1118 — 1 S 37 . ferrat , and the grand-daughter of Almeric or 
Amaury. She was given to John of Brienne, of 
a noble family in Champagne , by the public 
voice , and the judgment of Philip Auguftus , 
who named him as the moft worthy champion of 
the Holy Land **. In the fifth crufade , he led 
an hundred thoufand Latins to the, conqueft of 
Egypt; by him the fiege of Damietta was atchiev- 
cd ; and the fubfequent failure was juftly afcribed 
to the pride and avarice of the legate. After 
the marriage of his daughter with Frederic the 
fecond , he was provoked by the emperor’s 
ingratitude to accept the command of the army 
of the church ; and though advanced in life and 
defpoilcd of royalty, the fword and fpirit of John 
of Brienne were ftill ready for the fervice of 
Chriftendom. ^ In the feven years of his brother’s 
leign , Baldwin of Courtenay had not emerged 
from a ftate of childhoodj^^ and the barons of 
Romania felt the ftrong deceflity of placing the 
fceptre in the hands of a man and an hero. The 
veteran king of Jerufalem might have difdained 
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the name and office of regent; they agreed to 
invert him for his life with the title and prero- 
gatives of emperor, on the foie condition, that 
Baldwin fliould marry his fecond daughter , and 
fucceed at a mature age to the throne of Con- 
ftantinople. The expedation , both of the Greeks 
and Latins , was kindled by the renown , the 
choice , and the prefence of John of Brienne : 
and they admired his martial afped , his green 
and vigorous age of more than fourfeore years , 
and his fize and rtature , which furpalTed th« 
common meafure of mankind But avarice , 
and the love of eafe , appear to have chilled the 
ardour of enterprife : his troops were difbanded , 
and two years rolled away without adion or 
honour , till he was awakened by the dangerous 
alliance of Vataces emperor of Nice , and of 
Azan king of Bulgaria. They beficged Conrtanti- 
nople by fea and land , with an army of one 
hundred thoufand men , and a fleet of three 
hundred fliips of war; while the entire force of 
the Latin emperor was reduced to one hundred 
and fixty knights , and a fmall addition of fer- 
jeants and archers. 1 tremble to relate , that 
inrtead of defending the city , the hero made 
a fally at the head of’ his cavalry; and that of 
forty-eight fquadrons of the enemy ^ no more than 
three efcaped from the edge of his invincible 
fword. Fired by his example , the infantry and 
the citizens boarded the vefTels that anchored 
clofe to the walls; and twenty-fiv^e were dragged 
in triumph into the harbour of Conrtantinoplc. 
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94 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

At the Ibmmons of the emperor, the vafTals and 
allies armed in her defence; broke through every 
obftacle that oppofed their paflage; and, in the 
fucceeding year, obtained a fecond vidory over 
the fame cnemie.s. By the rude poets of the age, 
John of Brienne is compared to Hedor, Roland, 
and Judas Machabacus : but their credit, and 
his glory , receives fome abatement from t!ie 
filence of the Greeks. The empire was foon 
deprived of the lafl: of her champions ; and the 
dying monarch was ambitious to enter paradife 
in the habit of a Francilcan friar **. 

In the double vidory of John of Brienne, I 
cannot difcover the name or exploits of his pupil 
Baldwin; who had attained the age of military 
fervice, and who fucceeded to the Imperial dignity 
on the deceafe of his adoptive father The 
royal youth was employed on a commiflion more 
fuitable to his temper; he was fent. to vifit the 
Wedern courts, of the pope more efpecially, and 
of the king of France; to excite their pity by 
the view of his innocence and diftrcfs ; and to 
obtain fome fupplies of men or money , for the 
relief of the linking empire. He thrice repeated 
thefe mendicant viliLs , in which he feemed to 
prolong his flay and poftpone his return; of the 
five -and- twepty years of his reign , a greater 
number were fpent abroad than at home; and in 
no place did the emperor deem himfelf Icfs free 
and fecure , than in his native country, and his 
capital. On fome public occafions , his vanity 
might be foothed by the title of Auguflus , and 
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by the honours of the purple; and at the general c n a p. 
council of Lyons, when Frederic the fecond was lxi. 
excommunicated and depofed, his Oriental col- 
league was enthroned on the right-hand of the 
pope. But bow often was the exile, the vagrant, 
the Imperial beggar, humbled with fconi, infulted 
with pity^ and degraded in his own eyes and 
thole of the nations? In his firft vifit to England, 
he was Popped at Dover, by a I'evere reprimand, 
that he fliould prefume, without leave, to enter 
an independent kingdom. After fomc delay, 

Baldwin however was permitted to purfue his 
journey , was entertained with cold civility , 
and thankfully departed with a prefent of feveii 
hundred marks From the avarice of Rome , 
he could only obtain the proclamation of a 
crufade and a treafure of indulgences ; a coin , 
whofe currency was depreciated by too frequent 
and indiferiminate abufe. His birth and mis- 
fortunes recommended him to the generofitv 
of his coufm .Louis the ninth; but the martial 
zeal of the faint was diverted from Conftantinople 
to Egypt and Paleftine ; and the public and 
private poverty of Baldwin was alleviated , for 
a moment , by the alienation of the marquifate 
of Namur and the lordfliip of Courtenay , the laft 
remains of his inheritance By fuch lliameful 
of ruinous expedients , he once more returned 
to Romania , with an army of thirty thoiifand 
foldiers , whofe numbers w’ere doubled in the 
apprehenfion of the Greeks. His firP difpatches 
to France and Engkuid announced his victories 
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and his hopes : he had reduced the country round 
the caprtal to the diftance of three days journey; 
and if he fucceeded againft an important, though 
namelefs , city (moft probably Chiorli ) , the 
frontier would be fafe and the pafTage accefllble. 
But thefe expedlations (if Baldwin was fincere) 
quickly vanifhed like a dream ; the troops and 
treafures of France melted away in his unfldiful 
bands , and the throne of the Latin emperor was 
protected by a diflionourable alliance with the 
Turks and Comans. To fecure the former,, he 
confented to beftow his niece on the unbelieving 
fultan of Cogni : to pleafe the latter, hq complied 
with their Pagan rites ; a dog was facrificed 
between the two armies ; and the contradling 
parties tailed each other’s blood , as a pledge of 
their fidelity '**. In the palace or prifon of Con- 
ftantinople, the fuccelTor of Auguftus demoliflied 
the vacant houfes for winter-fuel , and dripped 
the lead from the churches for the daily cxpence’ 
of his family. Some ufurious loans were dealt 
with a fcanty hand by the merchants of Italy; 
and Philip , his fon and heir , was pawned at 
Venice as the fecurity for a debt **. Third, 
hunger, and nakednefs , are pofitive evils; but 
wealth is relativ'c; and a prince, who would be 
rich in a private dation, may be expofed by the 
encreafe of his wants to all the anxiety and bit- 
ternefs of poverty. 

But in this abjedl didrefs , the emperor and 
empire were dill pofTen'ed of an ideal treafurc, 
which drew it* fantadic value from the fuperdi- 
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tion of the Chriftian world. The merit of the 1 
true crofs was fomewhat impaired by its frequent 
divifion ; and a long* captivity among the infidels 
might filed fome fufpicion on the fragments that 
•were produced in the Eaft: and Weft. ' But an- 
other relic of the Pafiion was preferved in the 
Imperial chapel of Conftantinople ; and the crown 
of thorns which had been placed on the head of 
Chrift was equally precious and authentic. It 
had formerly been the praAicc of the Egyptian 
debtors to depofit, as a fecurity, the mummies 
of their parents ; and both their honour and reli- 
gion were bound for the redemption of the pledge. 
In the fame manner, and in the abfence of the 
emperor, the barons of Romania borrowed the 
fum of thirteen thonfand one hundred and thirty- 
four pieces of gold on the credit of the holy 
crown : they failed in the performance of their 
contract; and a rich Venetian, Nicholas Querini, 
undertook to fatisfy their impatient creditors , on 
condition that the relic fiiould be lodged at Ve- 
nice , to become his abfolute property , if it were 
not redeemed within a fiiort and definite term. 
The barons apprifed their fovereign of the hard 
treaty and impending lofs; and as the empire 
could not afford a ranfom of feven thoufand ' 
pounds fterling, Baldwin was anxious to fnatch 
the prize from the Venetians, and to veft it with 
more honour and emolument in the hands of the 
moft Chriftian king Yet the hegociation was 
attended with fome delicacy. In the purchafe of 
relics the faint would have ftarted at the guilt 


HAP. 

LXI. 


Digitized by Google 



96 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


c IT A p. of fimony; but if the raocie of expreffion were 
i-xi. changed, he might lawfully repay the debt, ac- 
cept the gift, aud acknowledge the obligation. 
• His amballadors , two Dominicans , were tlif- 
patched to Venice, to redeem and receive the 
holy crown, which had cfcapcd the dangers of 
the fea and the gallics of Vataces. On opening 
a wooden box , they recognifed the feals of the 
doge and barons , which were applied on a 
flirine of filver: and within this flirine, the mo- 
nument of the Paflion was inclofed in a golden 
vafe. The relutflant Venetians yielded to juftice 
and power: the emperor Frederic granted a free 
and honourable palTage; the court of France ad- 
vanced as far as Troyes in Champagne , to meet 
'■ with devotion this iueftimabic relic: it was borne 
in triumph through Paris by the king himfclf, 
barefoot, and in his fliirt; and a free gift of ten 
thoufand marks of filver reconciled Baldwin to 
his lofs. The fuccefs of this tranfadlion tempted' 
the Latin emperor to offer with the fame genc- 
Tofity the remaining furniture of his chapel “ ; a 
large and authentic portion of the true crofs ; the 
baby-linen of the Son of God; the lance, the 
fpunge, and the chain, of his Paflion; the rod 
of JVlofes, and part of the fkull of St. John the 
baptift. For the reception of thefe fpiritual trea- 
fures, twenty thoufand marks were expended bv 
St. Louis on a {lately foundation, the holy chapel 
of Paris , on which the mufe of Boileau has 
bellowed a comic immortality. The truth of 
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fuch remote and ancient relics, wliicli cannot be c n A r. 
proved by any human tcftimony, muft be ad- LXI. 
mirted by tliofe who bdieve in the miracles 
which they have performed. About the middle 
of the laft age , an inveterate ulcer was touched 
and cured by an holy prickle of the holy crown”: 
the prodigy is attefted by the moft pious and en- 
lightened Chrillians of France; nor will the fact 
be eafily difproved, except by thofe who are 
armed with a general antidote againft religious 
credulity 

' 7 heLatinsof Conftantinople” were on all fides PfoRfeft of 
encompafTed and prefTed : their foie hope, the laft 
delay of their ruin, was in the divifion of their isj? — last* 
Greek and Bulgarian enemies ; and of this hope 
they were deprived by the fuperior arms and 
policy of Vataces emperor of Nice. From the ' 
Propontis to the rocky coaft of Pamphilia, Afia 
was peaceful and profperous under bis reign : 
and the events of every campaign extended his 
influence in Europe. The ftrong cities of the 
hills of Macedonia and Thrace, were refeued 
from the Bulgarians; and their kingdom was cir- 
cumferibed by its prefent and proper limits, 
along the fouthern banks of the Danube. The 
foie emperor of the Romans' could no longer 
brook that a lord of Epirus, a Comnenian prince 
of the Weft, Ihould prefume to difpute or fhare 
the honours of the purple; and the humble De- 
metrius changed the colour of his bufkins^ and 
accepted with gratitude the appellation °f defpot. 

VoL. XI. ^ II 
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His own fubjccls were exafperated by bis bafenefs 
and incapacity: they implored the protecHon ot 
their fiipreme lord. After fome refillancc , the 
kingdom ot ThefTalonica Avas united to the em- 
pire of Nice; and Vataccs rtiigned without a 
competitor from the Turkidi borders to the A- 
driatic gulf. The princes of Europe revered his 
merit and power ; and had he fubferibed an or- 
thodox creed , it fliould feera that the pope 
would hav’c abandoned without reludance the 
Latin throne of Conftantinople. But the death of 
Vataces , the fljort and bufy reign of Theodore 
his fon , and the helplefs infancy of his grandfoti 
John , fufpended the reftoration of the Greeks. 
In tlie next chapter, I fliall explain their domeffic 
revolutions; in this place, it will be fufficient to 
obferve, that the young prince was ppprelfed by 
the ambition of his guardian and colleague 
INlirhael I’alxologus, who difplayed the virtues 
and vices that belong to the founder of a new 
dynafty. 1 he emperor Baldwin had flattered 
himfelf, that he might recover fome provinces 
or cities by an impotent negociation. His am- 
bafladors were difmiHed from Nice with mockery 
and contempt. At eveiy place w-hich they nam- 
ed, Ealacologus alleged fome fpccial reafon, which 
rendered it dear and valuable in his eyes: in the 
one he was born ; in another he had been firft 
promoted to military command ; and in a third 
he had enjoyed, and hoped long to enjoy, the 
pleafures of the chace. “ And what then do you 
“ propofe to give us ? ” laid the afloniflied 
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deputies. “Nothing,” replied the Greek, “not a 
“ foot of land. If your mafter be deliroiis of 
“ peace, let him pay me as an annual tribute, 
“ the fum which he receives from the trade and 
“ cuftoms of Conftantinople. On thefo terms, 
“ I may allow him- to reign. If he refufes , it is 
“ war. I am not ignorant of the art of war, and 
“ I truft the event to God and my fword 
An expedition againft the defpot of Epirus was 
the firft: prelude of his arms. If a vidory was 
followed by a defeat; if the race of the Comneni 
or Angeli furvdved in thofe mountains hi? efforts 
and his reign; the captivity of Villehardouin, 
prince of Achaia , depriv'cd the Latins of the 
moft adive and powerful vaffal of their expiring 
monarchy. The republics of Venice and Genoa 
difputed , in the firft of their naval wars , the 
command of the fea and the commerce of th« 
Eaft. Pride and intereft attached the Venetians 
to the defence of Conftantinople: their riv'als 
were tempted to promote the dcfigns of her ene- 
mies, and the alliance of the Genoefe with the 
fchifmatic conqueror provoked the indignation of 
the Latin church 

Intent on his great objed, the emperor Michael 
vifited in perfon and ftrengthened the troops and 
fortifications of Thrace. The remains of the 
Latins were driven from their haft poffeftions : he 
affaulted without fuccefs the fuburb of Galata ; 
and correfponded with a perfidious baron , who 
proved unwilling, or unable, to open the gates 
of the metropolis. The next fpring, his favourite 
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CHAT, general, Alexiu.s Stiategopnlus , whom he had 
LXi. decorated . with the title of Caf:ir, pafTcd the 
Hellefpont with eight ^ hundred horfe and fomc 
infantry ”, on a fecret expctlition. His inflrudli- 
pns enjoined him to apj)i oach , to liflen , to 
^ watch , but not to rifk any doubtful or danger- 
bus enterprife againft the city. The adjacent ter- 
ritory, between the Propontis and the Black Sea, 
was cultivated by an hardy race of peafants and 
outlaws, exercifed in arms, uncertain in their 
Hllegiancc , but inclined by language, religion, 
and prefent advantage, to the party of the Greeks. 
They were flyled the volunteers ”, and by their 
free fervice, the army of Alexius, with the 'rc- 
gtilars of Thrace and the Coman auxiliaries/', 
was augmented to the number of five-and twenty 
thoufand mtn. By the ardour of the volunteers, 
and by hi.« own ambition , the Civfar was flimu- 
' kited to difobey the precife orders of his mafter, 
an the jtifl con.hdence th.it fuccefs would plead 
bis pardon and reward. The weaknefs of Con- 
flantinople, and the diftrefs and terror of the 
Latins, were familiar to the obfervation of the 
volunteers : and they reprefented the prefent mo- 
ment as the moft propitious to furprife and con- 
queft. A rafli youth , the new governor of the 
Venetian colony, had failed away with thirty 
gallies and the beft of the French knights, on a 
wild expedition to Daphnufia, a town on the 
Black Sea, at the diftance of forty leagues; and 
.the remaining Latins were without llrength or 
fufpicion. They were informed that Ale.xius had 
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pafTed the Hellefpont: but their apprehcnfions 

were lulled by the fmallnefs of his original num- 
bers ; and their imprudence had not watched the 
fubfequent encreafe of his army., IF he left his 
main body to fecond and fupport his operations , 
he might advance unperccived in the night with 
a chofcn detachment. While fome applied fcaling- 
l.idders to the lowell part of the walls, they were 
fecure of an old Greek, who, would introduce 
their companions through a fubterraneous paffage 
into his houfc ; they could foon on the inlide 
break an entrance through the golden gate, which 
had been long obftrucfed ; and the conqueror 
would be in the heart of the city , before the 
Latins were confcious of their danger. After 
fomc debate, the Cxfar refigned himfclf to the 
faith of the volunteers; they were truily, bold,* 
and fuccefsful; and in defcribing the plan, I have 
already related the execution and fuccefs But 
no fooner had Alexius paffed the threlhold of the 
golden gate, than he trembled at his own ralli- 
nefs: he paufed, he deliberated; till the defperatc 
volunteers urged him forwards, by the affurance 
that in retreat lay the greatcll and moft inevitable 
danger. Whilfl the C.cfar kept his regulars in 
firm array, the Comans difperfed themfclvcs on 
all fides; an alarm was founded, and the threats 
of fire and pillage compelled the citizens to a 
decifive refolution. The Greeks of Conffantino- 
ple remembered their native fovereigns ; the 
Genoefe merchants their recent alliance and Ve- 
netian foes ; every quarter was in arms ; and the 
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chap, air refounded with a general acclamation of 
IXi. ** Long life and vicflory to Micl;ael and John, 
“ the anguft emperors of the Romans ! ” Their 
rival, Baldwin, was awakened by the found; 
® but the moft prefling danger could not prompt 
him to draw his fword in the defence of a city 
which he defected, perhaps, with more pleafure 
than regret! he fle<l from the palace to the fea- 
fhore, where he defcried the welcome fails of the 
fleet returning from the vain and fruitlefs attempt 
• on Daphnufia. Conftantinople was irrecoverably 

loft; but the Latin emperor and the principal fa- 
milies embarked on board the Venetian gallies, 
and fteered for the ifle of Euboea , and after- 
wards for Italy , where the royal fugitive was en- 
tertained by the pope and Sicilian king with a 
‘mixture of contempt and pity. From the lofs 
of Conftantinople to his death , he confumed 
thirteen years, foliciting the Catholic powers to 
join in his reftoration ; the leffon bad been fami- 
liar to-his youth; nor was his laft exile more in- 
digent or fliameful than his three former pil- 
grimages to the courts of Europe. His fon Philip 
was the heir of an ideal empire ; and the preten- 
fjons of hU daughter Catherine were tranfported 
by her marriage to Charles of Valois, the bro- 
ther of Philip the Fair , king of France. The 
houfc of Courtenay was reprcfented in the female 
line by fucceflive alliances, till the title of em- 
peror of Conftantinople, too bulky and fonorous 
for a private name, raodeftly expired in- lilence 
and oblivion 
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After this iiiirrative of the expeditions of the c M A r. 
I.atiiis to Faleftine and Conllantinople , I cannot lxi. 
difmifs thx; fiibj^cl without revolving the jrcneral 

- ' , . , ° 1 r f.p.iitnces ot 

coiiiequcnces on the countries tl>at were the kcnc, crufjiics. 
and on the nations that were the actors, of thefe 
memorable crufades,*’. As foon as the arms of 
the Franks were withdrawn, the imprellion , 
thoMjth not the memory , was crafed in the 
JNlahometan realms ofitgypt and Syria. I'hc faith- 
ful dilciplcs of the |orophet were never tcmjHcd 
by a prophane dcfire to fludy the laws or lan- 
guage of tire idolaters; nor did the I’lmplicity of 
their primitive manners receive the liighteft al- 
teration from their intercouife in peace and war 
with the unknown nraneers of the W’^efl. Th.e 

C/ 

Greeks , who thought thcmfelves promf, but ' , 
who were only vain , flicwcd a difpofition fome- 
what lefs inflexible. In the efforts for the re- 
covery of their empue, they emulated the valour, 
difeipline , and tactics, of their antagonilts. The 
modern literature of tlvc Wed they might judly 
defpife; but its free fjririt would indruct them in 
the rigkts of man: and fome inditirtions of public 
and private life were adopted from the French. 

The correfpondence of Condantinople and Italy 
diftufed the knowledge of the Latin tongue; and ^ 
fevcral of the fathers and daffies were at length 
honoured with a Greek verhon Put the 
national and religious prejudices of the Orientals 
were inflamed by pcrfecution; and the leign of 
the Latins conlirmtd the feparatioa of the two 
eiuuches. 
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If wc compare, at the xra of the crufades; the 
Latins of Europe with the Greeks and Arabians, 
their refpedive degrees of knowledge, induftry , 
and art, our rude anceftors mull be content with 
the third rank in the fcale of nations. Their fuc-^ 
ceflive improvement and prefent fuperiority may 
be aferibed to a peculiar energy of character, to 
an active and imitative fpirit, unknown to their 
more polilhed rivals, who at that time were in a 
ftationary or retrograde ftatc. With fuch a diL 
pofition , the Latins lliould have derived the 
molt early and elTential benefits from a feries of 
events which opened to their eyes the profpecT; 
of the world , and introduced them to a long 
and fretjuent intcrcourfe with the more cultivated 
regions of the Ealt. The firfl and molt obvious 
progrefs was in trade and manufadtures, in the 
arts which are flrongly prompted by the third of 
wealJi, the calls of neceffity , and the gratifica- 
tion of the fenfe or vanity. Among the crowd 
of unthinking fanatics, a captive or a pilgrim 
might fometimes obferve the fuperior refinements 
of Cairo and Coodantinople : the fird importer 
of wind -mills'’ was the benefadtor of nations; 
and if fuch bleflings are enjoyed without any 
grateful remembrance, hidory has condefeended 
to notice the more -apparent luxuries of filk and 
fugar, which were tranfported into Italy from 
Greece and Egypt. But t.'ie intclledfual wants of 
tlic Latins were more flowly felt and fupplied ; 
the aialour of dudious curiofity was awakened in 
Luiopc by difkrent caufes and more recent events; 
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and , in the nge of the crufades , they viewed 
with carelefs indiftcrcnce the literature of the 
Greeks and Arabians. Some rudiments of mathe- 
matical and medicinal knowledge might be im- 
parted in practice and in figures; nccellity might 
produce fome interpreters for the grofier bufincfs 
of merchants and foldiers; but the commerce pf 
the Orientals had not diffufed the ftudy and 
knowledge of their languages in the fchools of 
Europe “. If a finailar principle of religion re- 
pulfed the idiom of the Koran , it fiiould have 
excited their patience and curiofity to undcrfland 
the original text of the Gofpel; and the fame 
grammar would have unfolded the fenfe of Plato 
and the beauties of Homer. Yet in a reign of 
lixty years the Latins of Conftantinople difdained 
the fpeech arid learning of their fiibjeds; and the 
manuferipts were the only treafures which the 
natives might enjoy without rapine or envy. 
Ariftotlc was indeed the oracle of the Weflern 
univerfities; but it was a barbarous Ariftotle; 
and, inftead of afeending to the fountain-head, 
Jiis Latin votaries humbly accepted a corrupt and 
remote verlion from the Jews and Moors of An- 
dalufia. The principle of the crufades was a 
fiivagc fanaticifm ; and the raoft important eftccts 
were analogous to the caufe. Each pilgrim was 
ambitious to return with Jiis facred fpoils, the 
rel'cs of Greece and Palefline ; and each relic 
wit‘ preceded and followed by a train of miracles 
and vilions. The belief of the Catholics was cor- 
rupted by new- legends, th.eir pradice by new 
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CHAT, fuperftitions; and the eftabiifliment of the inquifi- 
LXI. tion, the mendicant orders of monks and friars, 
the laft abufe of indulgences, and the final pro- 
grcfs of idolatry, flowed from the baleful fount- 
ain of the holy war. The active fpirit of the 
Latins preyed on the vitals of their reafon and reli- 
gion; and if the ninth and tenth centuries were 
the times of darknefs, the thirteenth and four- 
teenth were the age of abfurdity and fable. 

In the profcflion of Chriflianity , in the culti- 
vation of a fertile land, the northern conquerors 
of the Roman empire infenfibly mingled with the 
provincials, and rekindled the embers of the arts 
of antiquity. Their fctilcments about the age of 
Charlemagne h.ad acquired fome degree of order 
and liability, when they were overwhelmed by 
new fwarms of invaders , the Normans, Sara- 
cens “ , and Hungarians , who replunged the 
weflern countries of Europe into their former 
flate of anarcliy and barbarifm. About the ele- 
venth century , the fecond tempefl; had fubfided 
by the expuKion or convu lion of the enemies of 
ChriRendom : the tide of civilization, which had 
fo long ebbed, began to flow with a Ready and 
accelerated courfe , and a fairer profpccl was 
opened to the hopes and efforts of the rifing 
generations. Great was the increafe , and rapid 
the progrefs , during the two hundred ye.irs of 
thecrulades; and fome philofophcrs have applaud- 
ed the propitious influence of thefe holy wars-, 
which appear to me to have checked rather 
than iorwarded the maturity of Europe TL he 
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lives and labours of millions , which were buried 
in the Eafl , would hav^e been more profitably 
employed in the improvement of their native 
country ; the accumulated flock of induflry and 
wealth would have overflowed in navigation and 
trade; and the Latins would have been enriched 
and enlightened by a pure and friendly corre- 
fpondence with the climates of the Eafl. In one 
refped I can indeed perceive the accidental opera- 
tion of the crufades , not fo much in producing 
a benefit as in removing an evil. The larger 
portion of the inhabitants of Eur^e was chained 
to the foil, without freedom , ot property, or 
knowledge ; and the two orders of ecclefiaflics 
and nobles , whole numbers were comparatively 
fmall , alone deferved the name of citizens and 
men. This oppreflive fyflem was fupported by 
the arts of the clergy and the fwords of the 
barons. The authority of the priefls operated 
la the darker ages' as a falutary antidote ; they 
prevented the total extindlion of letters, mitigated 
the fiercenefs of the times , flieltered the poor 
ard defcncelefs , and preferved or revived the 
pace and order of civil fociety. But the inde- 
peadence , rapine , and difeord , of the feudal 
lords were unmixed with any femblance of good; 
and ev'cry hope of induflry and improvement was 
crufied by the iron w’eiglrt of the martial ariflo- 
cracy. Among the caufes that undermined that 
Got lie edifice, a confpicuous place muft be 
allovied to the crufades. The eftates of the 
barore were ctilfipated , and their race was often 
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CHAP, extinguiflied , in thefe coftly and perilous expc^ 
LXi. ditions. Their poverty extorted from their pride 
thofe charters of freedom which unlocked the fet- 
ters of the Have, fecured the farm of the peaLnt and 
the {hop of the artificer , and gradually reflored 
a fubHance and a foul to the mofl: numerous and 
ufeful part of the community. The conflagratioa 
which deftroyed the tall and barren trees of the 
forefi: gave air and fcope to the vegetation of the 
fmaller and nutritive plants of the foil. 

f 

9 

Di^rejJlon on the Family of Courtenay. 

THE purple of three emperors', who have 
reigned at Conftantinople , will authorife or 
cxcufe a digrefllon on the origin and fingular 
fortunes of the houfe of Courtenay , in the 
three principal branches , 1. OF Edcffa; II. Of 
France; and, III. Of England, of which the la.l 
only has furvived the revolutions of eight hua.t 
dred years. 

Origin of I. Before the introdudlion of trade , which 

the family of fcattcrs riches , and of knowledge , which difrels 

Ca«rte»jy, • • r i • i • r\ n ^ 

A. u. icso. prejudice, the prerogative or birth is moltllroqgljr 
felt and moft humbly acknowledged. In every 
age , the laws and manners of the Germans lave 
diferiminated the ranks of fociety : the dukes 
and counts , who lhared the empire of Clarle- 
magne, converted their office to an inheriance; 
and to his children, each feudal lord bequ<athcd 
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liis honour and his fword. The proudcfl families chap. 
are content to lofe in the darknefs of the middle lxl 
ages, the tree of their pedigree, which, however 
deep and lofty , mull ultimately rife from a 
plebeian root; and their hiRorians muR defeend 
ten centuries beiow the ChriRian lera , before ^ . 
they can afeertain any lineal fucceflion by the 
evidence of furnames , of arms , and of authentic 
records. With the firR rays of light”, we dif- 
cern the nobility and opulence of Atho, a French 
knight : his nobility , in the rank and title of 
a namelefs father ; his opulence, in the foundation 
of the caRIe of Courtenay in the diRricl of Ga- ^ 
tinois, about fifty-fix miles to the fouth of Paris. 

From the reign of Robert , the fon of Hugh 
Capet , the barons of Courtenay are confpicuous 
among the immediate valfals of the crown ; and 
Jofeelin, the grandfon of Atho and a noble dame, 
is enrolled among the heroes of the firR crufade. 

A domeRic alliance { their mothers werq; fiRers ) 
attached him to the Randard of Baldwin of Bruges, ^ 
thefecond count of EdeRa: a princely fief, which ofEdinu. 
he was worthy to receive, and able to maintain, 
announces the number of his martial followers : * 

and after the departure, of his coufin , Jofeelin 
himfelf was inveRed with the county of Edeffa 
on both fides of the Euphrates. By the (Economy 
in peace , his territories were ■ repleniflied with 
Latin and Syrian fubjeds ; his magazines with ' 

cofti , wine , and oil ; his caRles with gold and 
River, with arms knd horfes. In a holy warfare ' 

of thirty years , he was alternately a conqueror 
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CHAP, and a captive; but he died like a foldier, in an 
L.'ii. horfe-littcr at the head of his troops; and his laft 
glance beheld the flight of the Turkifli ihvaders 
who had prefumed on his age and infirmities. His 
fon and fuccefibr, of the fame name, was lefs 
( deficient in valour than in vigilance ; but he 
fometimes forgot that dominion is acquired and 
maintained by the fame arts. He challenged the 
hoftility of the Turks , without fecuring the 
friendfljip of the prince of Antioch; and, amidib 
the pe.aceful luxury of Turbeflel , in Syi ia ” , 
Jofeelin negledted the defence of the Chri Ilian 
, frontier beyond the Euphrates. In his abfence , 
Zenghi , the firfl of the Atabeks, beficgcd and 
ftormed his capital , Edeffa , which was feebly- 
defended by a timorous and difloyal crowd of 
Orientals ; the Franks were oppreffed in a bold 
attempt for its recovery, and Courtenay ended 
his days in the prifon of Aleppo. He ftill left a 
fair and ample patrimony. But the vidorious 
Turks oppreffed on all fides the weaknefs of a 
^ widow and orphan; and, for the equivalent of 
an annual penfion , they refigned to the Greek 
emperor the charge of defending, and the fliamc 
of lofing, the kill relics of the Latin conqueft. 
The cotintefs-dowager of Edeffa retired to JeriN 
falcrn with her two childi'en : the daughter, 
Agnes, became the wife and mother of a king; 
the fon, Jofeelin the third, accepted the office of 
fenefchal, the firfl of the kingdom, and hela hi^ 
new cflates in Palefline by the fervice of fifty 
knights. His name appears with honour in all 
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the tmnfiidions of peace and war; but he finally chap. 
vanifhcs in the fall of Jenifalem''; and the name LXI. 
of Courtenay, in this branch of Hdeffa, was loll 
by the marriage of his two daughters with a 
French and a German baron 

II. While Jofeelin reigned beyond the Euphrates, 
his elder brother Milo , the fon of Jofeelin , the orF^rance.* 
fon of Atho , continued , near the Seine , to pof- 
fefs the callle of their fathers, which was at length 
inherited by Rainaud , or Reginald, theyoungeft 
of his three fons. Examples of genius or virtue 
mufl be rare in the annals of the oldefl families; 
and , in a remote age , their pride will embrace 
a deed of rapine and violence; ftuh, however, 
as could not be perpetrated without fome fupe- 
riority of courage , or , at leafl, of power. A 
defeendant of Reginald of Courtenay may blufli 
^for the public robber , who ftripped and impri- 
foned feveral merchants , after they had fatisfied 
the king’s duties , at Sens and Orleans. He will 
glory in the offence, fince the bold offender could 
not be compelled to obedience and reftitution 
till the regent and the count of Champagne pre- 
pared to march againft him at the head of an 
army Reginald bellowed liis effates on his - 

eldcfl daughter, and his daughter on the feventh fon ance with the 
of king Louis the Fat ; and their marriage was ’’‘•vai family , 
crowned with a numerous offspring. We might ' ' 
exped that a private fliould have emerged in a loyal 
name , and that the defeendants of Peter of France 
and flizabeth of Courtenay would have enjoyed 
the title and honours of princes of the blood. Gut 
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CHAP, this legitimate claim was long negleded and finally* 
i.xr. denied; and the caufes of their difgrace will re-* 
prefent the ftoiy of this fecond branch, i. Of 
all the families now extant, the inoft ancient, 
doubtlefs, and the moll illuflrious , is the houfe 
1 of France , which has occupied the fame throne 
above eight hundred years , and defeends , in a 
clear and lineal feries of males, from the middle 
of the ninth century In the age of the crufades, 
it was already revered both in the Eall and Weft. 
But from Hugh Capet to the marriage of Peter, 
no more than five reigns or generations hadelapf- 
ed ; and fo precarious was their title , that the 
eldefl fons, as a neceffary precaution , were pre- 
vioufly crowned during the lifetime, of their 
fathers. The peers of France have long main- 
tained their precedency before the younger 
branches of the royal line ; nor had the princes 
of the blood , in the twelfth century , acquired 
that hereditary luflre which is now diffufed 
over the moft remote candidates forthefucceflion. 
2 . The barons of Courtenay mufl have flood 
high in their own cflimation , and in that of the 
world, fince they could impofe on the fon of a 
king the obligation of adopting for himfclf and 
all his defeendants the name and arms of their 
' , daughter and his wife. In the marriage of an 

heirefs with her inferior or her equal, fuch ex- 
change was often .required and allowed : but as 
they continued to diverge from the regal flcm , 
the fons of Louis the Fat were infenlibly con- 
founded with their maternal anceflors ; and the 

new 
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new Courtenays might deferve to forfeit the 
honours of their birth , which a motive of in- 
tereft had tempted them to renounce. 3.- The 
fhame was far more permanent than the reward , 
and a momentary blaze was followed by a long 
darkneis. The elddl fon of thefe nuptials , , 
Peter of Courtenay , had married , as 1 have 
already mentioned , the fiftcr of the counts of 
Flanders, the two fiift emperors of Conftanti- 
nople : he raflily accepted the invitation of the 
barons of Romania; his two fons , Robert and 
Baldwin, fucceflively held and loft the remains 
of the Latin empire in the Eafl, and the grand- 
daughter of Baldwin the fecond again mingled 
her blood with the blood of France and of 
Valois. To fupport the expences of a troubled 
and tranfitory reign , their patrimonial eftates 
were mortgaged or fold; -and the laft emperors 
of Conflantinople depended on the annual charity 
of Rome and Naples. 

While the elder brothers diflipated their wealth 
in romantic adventures , and the caftle of Cour- 
tenay was profaned by a plebeian owner , the 
younger branches of that adopted name were 
propagated and multiplied. But their fplendoui' 
was clouded by poverty and time : after the de- 
ceafe of Robert , great butler of France , they 
defcended from princes to barons ; the next ge- 
nerations were confounded with the fimple gentry ; 
the defcendants of Hugh Capet could no longer 
be vifiblc in the rural lords of Taniay and of 
Champignelles. The more adventurous embraced 
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CHAP, without _diflionour the profefllon of a foldier : 
LXi. the leaft adlive and opulent might fink , like their 
coufins of the branch of Dreux , into the condi- 
tion of peafants. Their royal defcent, in a dark 
period of four hundred years , became each day 
more obfolete and ambiguous: and their pedigree, 
inftead of being enrolled in the annals of the 
kingdom , muft be painfully fearched by the 
minute diligence of heralds and genealogifts. It 
was not till the end of the fixteenth century oa 
the accelTion of a family , almofi; as remote as 
their own , that the princely fpirit of the Cour- 
tenays again revived ; and the queftion of the 
nobility, prov’oked them to affert the royalty, 
of their blood. They appealed to the juftice 
and companion of Henry the fourth ; obtained 
a favourable opinion from twenty lawyers of Italy 
and Germany , and modefUy compared them- 
felves 'to the defeendants of king David , whofe 
prerogatives were not impaired by the lapfe of 
ages or the trade of a carpenter But every car 
was deaf, and every circumftance was adverfe, 
to their lawful claims. The Bourbon kings were 
juftified by the neglect of the Valois : the prin- 
ces of the blood more receipt and lofty , difdained 
the alliance of this humble kindred: the parliament, 
without denying their proofs , eluded a dangerous 
, precedent by an arbitrary diftindlion, and'eftablilh- 
rd St. Louis as the firft father of the royal line 
A repetition of complaints and protefts was repeat- 
edly difregarded : and the hopelefs purfuit was 
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terminated in the prefent century by the death of chap, 
the lad male of the family ’*. Thei'% painful and lxi. 
anxious fituation was alleviated by the pride of 
confcious virtue : they fternly rejedted the tempt- 
ations of fortune and favour; and a dying Cour- 
tenay would have facrlficed his fon , if the youth , 
could have renounced , for any temporal in- 
tereft, the right and title of a legitimate prince * 

of the blood of France 

III. According to the old regifter of Ford Ab- ni. The 
bey , the Courtenays of Devonfhire are defeended 
from prince Floras , the fccond fon of Peter , and 
the grandfon of Louis the Fat”, This fable 
of the grateful or venal monks was too refpedl- 
fully entertained by our antiquaries, Cambden ” 
and Dugdale “ ; but it is fo clearly repugnant to 
truth and time , that the rational pride of the fa- 
mily now refufes to accept this imaginary founder. 

Their mofl; faithful hiftorians believe, that after 
giving his daughter to the king’s fon , Reginald 
of Courtenay abandoned his poffelTions in France, 
and obtained from the Englilh monarch a fecond 
wife and a new inheritance. It is certain , at 
leaft, that Henry the fecond diftinguilhed in his 
camps and councils , a Reginald , of the nam.e 
and arms , and , as it may be fairly prefumed , 
of the genuine race, of the Courtenays of France. 

The right of wardfliip enabled a feudal lord to 
reward his vaffal with the marriage and eftatc of 
a noble heirefs ; and Reginald of Courtenay ac- 
quired a fair eflabliflimcnt in Devonfliire, where 
his pofterity has been feated above fix hundred 
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CHAP, years". From a Norman baron, Baldwin de 
LXi. Brioniis, AKho had been , inverted by the Con- 
queror, Hawife, the wife of Reginald, derived 
the honour of Okehampton , which was held by 
the fervice of ninety-three knights; and a female 
might claim the manly offices of hereditary vif- 
count or fheriff, and of captain of the royal cartle of 
’ Exeter. Their fon Robert married the firter of the 

\ earl of Devon; at the end of a century, on the 

failure of the family of Rivers ", his great-grand- 
fon, Hugh the fecond , fucceeded, to a title which 
■was ftill confidered as a territorial dignity ; and 
The earls of twelve carls of Devonffiire , of the name of 
DevoRsbire. Courtenay, have flourilhed in a period o^ two 
hundred and twenty years. They were ranked 
among the chief of the barons of the realm; nor 
was it till after a rtrenuous difpute , that they 
yielded to the fief of Arundel , the firrt place in 
the parliament of England : their alliances were 
contraded with the noblert families, the Veres, 
Defpenfers, St. Johns, Talbots, Bohuns, and 
t^^en the Plantagenets themfelves ; and in a con- 
tert with John of Lancarter, a Courtenay, bilbop 
of London, and afterwards archbiffiop of Can- 
terbury, might be accufed of profane confidence in 
the rtrength and number of his kindred. In peace, 
the earls of Devon refided in their numerous caf- 
tles and manors of the wert: their' ample revenue 
was appropriated to devotion and hofpitality; 
and the epitaph of Edward, furnamed, from his 
misfortune, the blind, from his virtues, the ^ood, 
earl , inculcates with much ingenuity a moral 
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fentencc , which may however be abufed by 
thoughtlefs generofity. After a grateful comme- 
moration of the fifty -five years of union and 
happinefs, which he enjoyed with INlabel his wife, 
the good earl thus fpeaks from the tomb: 

What we gave , we have •, 

What we fpent, we had; 

What we left, we loft 

But their 'ofjes, in this fenfe, were far fuperior to> 
their gifts and expences; and their heirs, not 
lefs than the poor, were the objeds of their- 
paternal care. The fums which they paid for 
Irvery and feifin , atteft the greatnefs of their pof- 
felfions; and feveral eflates have remained in 
their family fmce the thirteenth and fourteenth- 
centurie.s. In war, the Courtenays of England 
fulfilled the duties, and deferved the honours, of 
chivalry. They were often entrufted to )evy 
and command the militia of Dcvonfhire and Corn- 
wall ; they often attended their fupreme lord 
to the borders of Scotland; and in foreign fer- 
vice , for a ftipulated price , they fbmetimes main- 
tained fourfeore men at^rms and as many archers. 
By fea and land they fought under the ftandard' 
of the Edwards and Henries: their, names are- 
eonfpicuous in battles, in tournaments, and im 
the original lift of the order of the garter; three- 
brothers fhared the Spanilh vidtory of the Black 
Prince; and in the lapfe of fix generations, the- 
Englifh Courtenays had learned to defpde the- 
nation and country from which they derived' 
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c ir A p, their origin. In the quarrel of the two rofes, the 
i.Kl. earls of Devon adhered to the hoxifc of Lancafter, 
and three brothers fLicceffivcly' died , either in 
the field or on the fcaffold. 'I heir honours and 
eftates were reftored by Henry the feventh ; a 
daughter of Edward the fourth was not difgraced 
by th’e nuptials of a Courtenay; their fon, who 
was created marquis of Exeter, enjoyed the fa- 
vour of his coufin Henry the eighth ; and in the 
camp of Cloth of Gold , he broke a lance againft 
. the French monarch. But the favour of Henry 
w.is the prelude of difgrace; his difgrace was the 
fignal of death; and of the viclims of the jealovrs 
tyrant, the marquis of Exeter is one of the mod; 
noble and guiltlefs. His fon Edward lived a pri- 
foner in the Tower, and died an exile at Padua; 
and the fecret love of queen Mary, whom he 
flighted , perhaps for the princefs Elizabeth , has 
fhed a romantic colour on the ftory of this beau- 
tiful youth. The relics of his patrimony were 
'conveyed into ftrange families by the marriages 
of his four aunts ; and his perfonal honours , as 
if they had been legally extindl, were revived by 
the patents of fucceedirtg, princes. But there ftill 
furvived a lineal defeendant of Hugh the firft earl 
of Devon, a younger branch of the Courtenays, 
who have been feated at Powderham cafUe above 
four hundred years from the reign of Edward 
the third to the prefent hour. Their eftates have 
I been encreafed by the grant and improvement of 
lands in Ireland , and they have been recently 
reftored to the honours of the ’peerage. Yet the 
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Courtenays ftill retain the plaintive motto, which 
aflerts the innocence, and deplores the fall, of 
^heir ancient houfe While they figh for pad 
greatnefs , they are doubtlefs fenfible of prefent 
bleflings : in the long feries of the Courtenay 
annals, the mod fplendid sera is likewife the mod 
unfortunate; nor can an opulent peer of Britain 
be inclined to envy the emperors of Condanti- 
nople , who wandered over Europe to folicit 
alms for the fupport of their dignity and the de- 
fence of their capital. 
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The Greek Emperors of Nice ami Coojlantinople. — 
Elevation and Reign of Michael Paldologus. — 
His fnlfe Union with the Pope and the Latin 
Church. — Hofhle DeJTpns of Charles of An- 
jou. — Revolt of Sicily. — War of the Cata. 
Ians in Afa and Greece. — Revolutions and prefent 
Slate of Athens. 



chap. The lofs of Conftantinople reflored a momentary 
i.xii. vigour to the Greek'. From their palaces, the 
Reftoratoii princes and nobles were driven into the field; 

and the fragments of the falling monarchy were 
grafped by the hands of the moft vigorous or the 
mod fkilful candidates. In the long and barren 
p.iges of the Byzantine annals *, it would not be 
Theodore an cafy tafk to equal the two charaders of Theo- 
Lafearis and John Ducas Vataces *, who 
replanted and upheld the Roman ftandard at Nice 
in Bithynia. 1 he difference of their virtues was 
happily fuited to the diverfity of their fituation. 
In his firft efforts the fugitive Lafearis com- 
manded only three cities and two thoufand fold- 
iers : his reign was the feafon of generous and 

adive defpair: in every military operation he 
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flaked his life and crown; and his enemies, of 
the Hellefpont and the Mjcander, were furprifed 
by his celerity and fubdued by his boldnefs. A 
victorious reign of eighteen years expanded the 
principality of Nice to the magnitude of an em- 
pire. The throne of his fuccelfor and fon-in-lav/ 
Vataces was founded on a more folid bafis, a 
larger fcope, and more plentiful refources; and 
it was the temper , as well as the interell, of Va- 
taces to calculate the rilk, to expedl the moment, 
and to enfure the fuccefs, of his ambitious defigns. 
In the decline of the Latins , I have briefly expofed 
the progrefs of the Greeks; the prudent and gra- 
dual advances of 5 conqueror, who, in a reign 
of thirty-three years, refcued the provinces from 
national and foreign ufurpers, till he prefled on 
all fides the Imperial city, a leaflefs and faplefs 
trunk which mull fall at the firfl ftroke of the 
axe. But his interior and peaceful adminiflration 
is flill more deferving of notice and praife ’. The 
calamities of the times had walled the numbers 
and the fiibllance of the Greeks : the motives 
and the means of agriculture were extirpated; 
and the moll fertile lands were left without cul- 
tivation or inhabitants. A portion of this vacant 
property was occupied and improved by the 
command, and for the benefit, of the emperor: 
a powerful hand and a vigilant eye fupplied and 
furpalfed, by a Ikilful management, the minute 
diligence of a private farmer : the royal domain 
became the garden and granary of Alia; and 
without impoverifliing the people, the fovereign 
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CHAT, acquired a fund of innocent and produdlive 
Lxil. wealth. According to the nature of the foil , his 
lands were fown with corn or planted with 
vines: the paftures were filled with horfes and 
oxen , with fiieep and hogs ; and when Vataces 
prefented to the emprefs a crown of diamonds 
and pearls, he informed her with a fmile that 
' this precious ornament arofe from the fale of the 
eggs of his innumerable poultry. The produce of 
his domain was applied to the maintenance of 
his palace and hofpitals , the calls of dignity and 
benevolence : the lelfon was ftill more ufeful 

than the revenue : the plough was reftored to its 
ancient fecurity and honour ; and the nobles 
were taught to feek a fure and independent re- 
venue from their eflates, inftead of adorning their 
fplendid beggary by the oppreffion of the. peo- 
ple, or ( what is almoft the fame) by the favours 
' of the court. The fuperfluous ftock of corn and 
cattle was eagerly purchafed by the Turks, with 
whom Vataces preferved a ftridl and fincere alli- 
ance ; but he difeouraged the importation of foreign 
“ manufadlures , the coftly filks of the Eaft, and 

the curious labours of the Italian looms. “ The 
. “ demands of nature and necellity,” was he accuf- 

tomed to fay , “ are indifpenfable ; but the influence 
“ of fafliion mav rife and fink at the breath of a 
“ monarch ; ” and both his precept and example 
recommended fimplicity of manners and the life 
of domeftic induftry. The education of youth 
and the revival of learning were the moft ferious 
objetfls of his care j and , ^Yithout deciding the 
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precedency , he pronounced with truth , that a 
prince and a philofophcr * are the two moft emi- 
nent characters of human fociety. His firft wife 
was Irene, the daughter of Theodore Lafearis , 
a woman more illuftrious by her perfonal merit, 
the milder virtues of her fex, than by the blood 
of the Angeli and Comneni, that flowed in her 
veins , and tranfmitted the inheritance of the em- 
pire. After her death he was contradled to Anne 
or Conftance, a natural' daughter of the emperor 
Frederic the fecond; but as the bride had not 
attained the years of puberty, Vataces placed in 
his folitary bed an Italian damfel of her train ; 
and his amorous weaknefs beftowed on the con- 
cubine the honours, though not the title, of 
: ' lawful emprefs. His frailty was cenfured as a 

^ flagitious and damnable fm by the monks; and 

f their rude invedives cxercifed and difplayed the 

i patience of the royal lover. A philofophic age 

p may excufe a Angle vice , which was redeemed 

^ by a crowd of virtues ; and in the review of his 

, faults, and the more intemperate paflions of Laf- 

^ caris, the judgment of their contemporaries was 

foftened by gratitude to the fecond founders of 
I the empire ’. The flaves of the Latins, without 

j. law or peace, applauded the happinefs of their 

[1 brethren who had refumed their national freedom; 

.1, and Vataces employed the laudable policy of con- 

^ vincing the Greeks of every dominion that it 

was their intereft to be enrolled in the number 
i' 

©f his fubjeds. 
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A ftrong fhade of degeneracy is vifible be- 
tween John Vataces and his fon Theodore; be- 
tween the founder who fuftained the weight, and 
the heir who enjoyed the fplendour, of the Im- 
perial crown Yet the charadler of Theodore 
was not devoid of energy; he had been educated 
in the fchool of his father, in the exercife of war 
and hunting: Conftantinople was yet fpared; but 
in the three years of a fhort reign , he thrice led 
his armies into the heart of Bulgaria. His virtues 
were fullied by a choleric and fufpicious temper: 
the firft of thefe may be afcribed to the ignor- 
ance of controul; and the fecond might naturally 
arife from a dark and imperfetff view of the cor- 
ruption of mankind. On the march in Bulgaria, 
he confqlted on a queftion of policy his principal 
minifters ; and the Greek logothete, George A- 
cropolita, prefumed to cffend him by the decla- 
ration of a free and honed opinion. The empe- 
ror half- unfheathed his fcymetar; but his more 
deliberate rage referved Acropolita for a bafer 
punifhment. One of the fird officers of the em- 
pire was ordered to difmount , dripped of bis 
robes , and extended on the ground in the pre- 
fence of the prince and army. In this podure 
he was chadifed with fo many and fuch heavy 
blows from the clubs of two guards or execu- 
tioners, that when Theodore commanded them 
to ceafe , the great logothete was fcarcely able to 
arife and crawl away to his tent. After a fedu-' 
fion of fomc days , he was recalled by a peremp- 
tory mandate to his feat in council; and fo dead 
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-were the Greeks to the fenfe of honour and fliame, 
that it is from the narrative of the fufferer him- 
felf that we acquire the knowledge of his dif- 
grace The cruelty of the emperor was ex- 
afperated by the pangs of fickncfs , the approach 
of a premature end , and the fufpicion of poifon 
and magic. The lives and fortunes, the eyes 
and limbs, of his kinfmen and nobles, were fa- 
crificed to each fally of pallion ; and before he 
died, the fon of Vataces might deferve from the 
people , or at leaft; from the court , appella- 
tion of tyrant. A matron of the family of the 
Palaeologi had provoked his anger by refufing to 
beftow her beauteous daughter on the vile ple- 
beian who was recommended by his caprice. 
Without regard to her birth or age, her body, 
as high as the neck, was inclofed in a fack with 
feveral cats, who were pricked with pins to irritate 
their fury againft their unfortunate fellow-captive. 
In his laft hours , the emperor teftified a wifh to 
forgive arid be forgiven , a juft anxiety for the 
fate of John his fon and fucceffor, who, at the 
age of eight years, was condemned to the dan- 
gers of a long minority. His laft choice entrufted 
the office of guardian to the fandity of the pa- 
triarch Arfenius, and to the courage of George 
Muzalon, the great domeftic, who was equally 
diftinguiflied by the royal favour and the public 
hatred. Since their connedion with’ the Latins, 
the names and privileges of hereditary rank had 
inftnuated themfelves into the Greek monarchy; 
and the noble families * were provoked by th& 
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deviation of a worthlcfs favourite , to whofe in- 
fluence they imputed the errors and calamities of 
the late reign. In the firft council , after the 
emperor’s death, Muzalon, from a lofty throne, 
pronounced a laboured apology of his condud 
and intentions: his modefty was fubdued by an 
unanimous affurance ofefteem and fidelity; and 
his moft inveterate enemies were the loudeft to 
falute him as the guardian and faviour of the 
Romans. Eight days were fufficient to prepare 
the exect^fcn of the confpiracy.’^ On the ninth, 
the obfequies of the deceafed monarch were 
folemnifed in the cathedral of Magnefia *, an 
Afiatic city, where he expired, on the banks 
of the Hermus and at the foot of mount Sipyliis. 
The holy rites were interrupted by a fedition of 
the guards: Muzalon, his brothers, and his ad- 
herents , were malfacred at the foot of the 
altar ; and the abfent patriarch was afibciated 
with a new colleague, with IVlichael Palxolo- 
gus, the moft illuftrious, in birth and merit, of 
the Greek nobles 

Of thofe who are proud of their anceftors, 
the far greater part muft be content with local 
or domeftic renown; and few there are who dare 
truft the memorials of their family to the public 
annals of their country. As early as the middle 
of the eleventh century, the noble race of the 
Falaeologi ” ftands high and confpicuous in the 
Byzantine hiftory : it was the v^aliant George Pa- 
laeologus who placed the father of the Comneni 
on the throne ; and' his kinfmen or defeendants 
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continue, in each generation, to lead the armies 
and councils of the ftate. The purple was not 
difiionoured by their alliance; and had the law 
of fuccefTion , and female fucceflion , been ftridly 
obferved , the v|i^« of Theodore Lafcaris muH 
have yielded to her elder filler, the mother of 
Michael Palaeologus , who afterwards raifed his 
family to the throne. Inhisperfon, the fplendour 
of birth was dignified by the merit of the foldier 
and llatcfman : in his early youth he was pro- 
moted to the office of conjlablc or commander of 
the French mercenaries; the private expence of a 
day never exceeded three pieces of gold', but his 
ambition was rapacious and profufe; and his gifts 
were doubled by the graces of his converfation 
and manners. The love of the foldiers and people 
excited the jealoufy of the court ; and Michael 
thrice efcaped from the dangers in which he was 
involved by his own imprudence or that of his 
friends. 1 . Under the reign of Juftice and Vataces* 
a difpute arofe “ between two officers , one of 
whom accufed the other of maintaining the here- 
ditary right of the Palxologi. The caufe was de- 
cided, according to the new jurifprudence of the 
Latins , by fingle combat : the defendant was 
overthrown ; but he perfifted in declaring that 
himfelf alone was guilty; and that he had uttered 
thefe rafli or treafonable fpeeches without the 
approbation or knowledge of his patron. Yet a 
cloud of fufpicion hung over the innocence of 
the conftable : he was flill purfued by the whifpers 
of malevolence ; and a fubtlc courtier , the 
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CHAP archbifliop of Philadelphia, urged him to accept 
Lxii. the judgment of God in the fiery proof of the 
ordeal Three days before the trial, the patient’s 
arm was enclofed in a bag, and fecured by the 
royal fignet; and it was in«^bent on him to 
bear a red-hot ball of iron three times from the 
altar to the rails of the fanduary, without arti- - 
fice and without injury. Pala:ologiis eluded the 
dangerous experiment with fenfe and pleafantry. 

“ I am a foldier,” faid he , “and will boldly 
“ enter the lifts with my accufers : but a layman, 

“ a finner like myfelf, is not endowed with the 
“ gift of miracles. Tour piety, moft holy pre- 
“ late, may dcferve the interpofition of. heaven, 

“ and from your hands I will receive the fiery 
“ globe, the pledge of my innocence.” The arch- 
biftiop ftarted; the emperor fmiled; and the ab- 
folution or pardon of Michael was approved by 
new rewards and new fervices. II. In the fuc. 
ceeding reign , as he held the government of 
Nice , he was fecretly informed , that the mind 
of the abfent prince was poifoned with jealoufy; 
and that death, orblindnefs, would be his final 
reward. Inftead of awaiting the return and fen- 
tcnce of Theodore, the conftable, with fome fol- 
lowers, efcaped from the city and the empire; 
and though he was plundered by the Turkmans 
of the defert, he found an hofpitable refuge in 
the court of the fultan. In the ambiguous ftate 
of an exile, Michael reconciled the duties of gra- 
titude and loyalty; drawing his fword againft the 
Tartars; adnionilhing the garrifons of the Roman 
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limit; and promoting by his influence, the reflor- chap. 
ation of peace, in which his pardon and recall Lxii. 
were honourably included. III. While he guarded 
the Weft againft the defpot of Epirus, Michael 
was again fufpeded and condemned in the palace; 
and fuch was his loyalty or weaknefs, that he 
fubmitted to be led in chains above fix hundred 
miles from Durazzo to Nice. The civility of the 
meflcHger alleviated his difgrace; the emperor’s 
ficknefs difpelled his danger; and the laft breath 
of Theodore, which recommended his infant fon, 
at once acknowledged the innocence and the 
power of Palxologus. 

But his innocence bad been too unworthily Hi* tievation 
treated, dnd his power was too ftrongly felt, to 
curb an afpiring fubjecft in the fair field that was 
opened to his ambition In the council afteC 
the death of Theodore, he was the firft to pro- 
rtounce, and the firft to violate, the oath of al- 
legiance to Muzalon ; and fo dextrou^ was his 
condudl, that he reaped the benefit, without in- 
curring the guilt, or at leaft the reproach, of the, 
fubfequent maffacre. In the choice of a regent, 
he balanced the interefts and paflions of the can,-, 
didates ; turned their envy and hatred from him- 
fclf againft each other, and forced every competitor 
to own , that after his own claims , tbofe of Pa- 
lxologus were beft entitled to. the preference. 

Under the title of great duke, he accepted oB 
alTumed , during a long minority , the adiv^ 
powers of government ; the patriarch was ^ 
venerable name ; aad the fadious nobles wer.e 
VoL. Xk K 
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feduccd , or opprefTed , by the afcendant of his 
genius. The fruits of the ceconomy of Vataces 
■were depofited in a flrong caftle on the banks of 
the Hermus, in the cuftody of the faithful Varan- 
gians: the conftable retained his command or in* 
fluence over the foreign troops; he employed the 
guards to poffefs the treafure , and the treafure 
to corrupt the guards ; and whatfoever might be 
the abufe of the public money , his charadter was 
above the fufpicion of private avarice. By him- 
felf, or by his emilTaries, he ft rove to perfuade 
every rank of fubjeds , that their own profperity 
would rife in juft proportion to the eftablifhment 
of his authority. The weight of taxes was fuf- 
pended , the perpetual theme of popular com* 
plaint; and he prohibited the trials by the ordeal 
and judicial combat. Thcfe Barbaric inftitutions 
were already aboliflied or undermined in France 
and England “ ; and the appeal to the fword of- 
fended the fenfc of a civilized and the temper 
of an unwarlike , people. For the future main-> 
tenance of their wives and children , the veterans 
■were grateful : the prieft and the philofopher ap- 
plauded his ardent zeal for the advancement of 
religion and learning ; and his vague promife of 
rewarding merit, was applied by every candidate 
to bis own hopes. Confeious of* the influence 
erf the clergy, Michael fuccefsfully laboured to 
fecure the fuffrage of that powerful order. Their 
fxpenflve journey from Nice to Magnefia , af- 
forded a decent and ample pretence : the leading 
prelates ■were tempted by tire liberality of his 
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hbdturnal vifits } and the incorruptible patriarch c li A i*; 
■Was flattered by the homage of his new colleague, txii; 
Who led his mule by the bridle into the town, 
and removed to a refpedful diftance the impor- v 

tunity of the crowd. Without renouncing his 
title by royal defcent, Falacologus encouraged ai 
free difcuflion into the advantages of eledivd 
monarchy; and his adherents alked , With the in- 
folehce bf triumph, What patient would trull his 
health , or what merchant would abandon his 
velFel, to the hereditary fkill of a phyfician or a 
pilot? The yotith of the imperor, and the im- 
pending dangers bf a minority, required the fup- 
port of a mature and experienced guardian ; of 
an aflbciate, faifed above the envy bf his equals, 
arid invefted with the name find prerogatives of 
royalty. For the intereft of the prince and peo- 
ple, without any felfifli views for himfelf or his 
family, the great duke confented to guard and 
inftrudl the fon of Theodore; but he fighed for 
the happy moment when he might reflore to his 
firmer hands the adminiflration of his patrimony, 
and enjoy the bleffings of a prn^ate ftation. He 
was firft inverted with the title and prerogatives 
bf defpot, which beftoWed the purple ornaments,- 
and the fecond place in the Roman monarchy. 

It was afterwards agreed that John and IVIichael 
fliould be proclaimed as joint-emperofs, and railed 
on the buckler , but that the pre-eminence Ihould 
be referved for the birth-right of the former. A 
mutual league bf amity was pledged between 
the royal partners; and in cafe of a rupture, the 
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fubjeds were bound, by their oath of allegiance, 
to declare theinfclves againft the aggreHor , an 
ambiguous name , the feed of difcord and civil 
war. Palaeologus was content; but on the day 
of the coronation, and in the cathedral of Nice, 
his zealous adherents moft vehemently urged the 
juft priority of his age and merit. The unfea* 
fonablc difpute was eluded by poftponing to a 
more convenient opportunity the coronation of 
John Lafcaris ; and he walked with a flight diadem 
in the train of his guardian, who alone received 
the Imperial crown from the hands of the patri- 
arch. It was not without extreme reludance that 
Aifenius abandoned the caufe of his pupil; but 
the Varangians brandiflied their battle-axes ; a 
flgn of allent was extorted from the trembling 
youth; and fome voices were heard, that the life 
of a child fliould no longer impede the fettlement 
of the nation. A full harv'efl of ho'nours and emy 
ployments was diftributed among his friends by 
the grateful Palaeologus. In his own family he ■ 
created a defpot and two febaftocrator.s ; Alexius 
Strategopulus was decorated with the title of 
Cxfar; and that veteran commander foon repaid 
the obligation , by reftoring Conflantinopje to 
the Greek emperor. 

It was in the fecond year of his reign , while 
he refided in the palace and gardens of Nym- 
plucura " near Smyrna , that the firft meflenger 
arrived at the dead of night; and the lUipendous 
intelligence was imparted to Michael , after he 
had been gently waked by the tender precaution 
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of his filler Eulogia. The man was unknown 
or obfcure ; he produced no letters from the 
vidorious Caefar; nor could it eafily be credited 
after the defeat of Vataces and the recent failure 
of Palaeologus himfelf, that the capital had been 
furprifed;by a detachment of eight hundred fold- 
iers. As an hoftage , the doubtful author# was 
confined, with the afiurance of death or at^mple 
recompence ; and the court was left fome hours 
in the anxiety of hope and fear, till the melfcngers 
of Alexius arrived with the authentic intelligence, 
and difplaycd the trophies of the conqueft, the 
fword and feeptre ", the bufkins and bonnet 
of the ufurper Baldwin , which he had dropt in 
his precipitate flight. A general afiembly of the 
bifhops , fenators , and nobles , was immediately 
convened, and never perhaps was an event receiv- 
ed with more heartfelt and univerfal joy. In a 
fludied oration , the new fovereign r.f Conftan- 
tinople congratulated his own and the public 
fortune. “ There was a time,” faid he, “ a far 
“ diftant time, when the Roman empire extended 
“ to the Adriatic, the Tigris, and the confines. 

of .Ethiopia. After the lofs of the provinces , 
“ our capital itfelf , in thefe laft and cakmitous- 
“ days, has been wrefted from our hands by the 
“ Barbarians of the Weft. From the loweft ebb , 
“ the tide of profperity has again returned itv 
our favour; but our profperity was that of 
“ fugitives and exiles; and when we were afleed, 
“ which was the country of the Romans , we 
“ indicated with a blufli the climate of the globe 
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p H A " and the quarter qI the heaven*. The divine 
ixir. “ Providence has now reftored to our arms the 
“ city of Conftantine , the facred feat of reli- 
gion and empire ; and it will depend on our 
valour and condudl to render this impoutant 
“ acquifition the pledge and omen of future 
Reuirnofthc “ vi^orics.V’ So eager was the impatience of 
yeror^*"* j^ncc and people, that Michael made his 

A. D. ii«5, triumphal entry into Conftantinople only twenty 
days after the expulfion of the Latins. The 
golden gate was thrown open at his approach ; 
the devout conqueror difmounted from his horfe; 
and a miraculous image of Mary the Condudlrefs 
was borne before him , that the divine Virgin in 
perfon might appear to condudt him to the 
temple of her fon , the cathedral of St. Sophia. 

. But after the firfl; tranfport of devotion and pride, 

he fighed at the dreary profped of folitude and 
ruin. The palace was defiled with fmoke and 
dirt, and the grofs intemperance of the Franks; 
whole ftreets had been confunaed by fire, or were 
decayed by the injuries of time ; the facred and 
profane edifices were ftripped of their ornaments; 
and , as if they were confeious of their approach- 
ing exile, the induftry of the Latins had been 
confined to the work of pillage ami deftrudion. 
Trade had expired under the prefTure of anarchy 
and diftrefs; and the numbers of inhabitants had 
decreafed with the opulence of the city. It was 
the firft care of the Greek monarch to re inflate 
the nobles in the palaces of their fathers; and 
Uic houfes or tlie ground which they occupied 
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■were reftored to tl>e families that could exhibit chap. 
a legal right of inheritance. But the far greater txii^ 
part was extindl or loft ; the vacant property . 
bad devolved to the lord; he repeopled Conftan- 
tinople by a liberal invitation to the provinces; 
and the brave volunteers were feated in the capital 
■which had been recovered by their arm*. The 
French barons and the principal families had 
retired -with their emperor ; but the patient and 
humble crowd of Latins was attached to the 
country, and indifferent to the change of mafters. 

Inftead of banifliing the fadories of the Pifans, 

Venetians, and Genoefe , the prudent conqueror 
accepted their oaths of allegiance , encouraged 
their induftry ,* confirmed their privileges , and 
allowed them to live under the jurifdidion of 
their proper magiftrates. Of thefe nations, the 
Pifans and Venetians preferved their refpedlivc 
quarters in tlie city ; but the fervices and power 
of the Genoefe deferved at the fame time the 
gratitude and the jealoufy of the Greeks. Their 
independent colony was firft plaitted at the fea- 
port town of Heraclea in Thrace. /They were 
fpeedily recalled and fettled in the exclulivc 
poffefllon of the fuburb of Galata , an advanta- 
geous poft, in which they revived the commerce, 
and infulted the majefty , of the Byzantiue 
empire ”. 

The recovery of Conftantinople was celebrated 
as the sera of a new empire : the conqueror , the 

alone, and by the right of the fword, renewed young empe.. 
bis coronation in the church of St. Sophia; aa.d^“'’ 
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the name and honours of John Lafcaris , his 
pupil and lawful fovcreign , were infcnfibly 
abolilhed. 'But his claims ftill lived in the minds 
of the people; and the royal youth mull fpeedily 
attain the years of manhood and ambition. 
By fear or confcience, Palieologus was ^eftrained 
from dipping his hands in innocent and royal 
blood; but the anxiety of an ufurpcr and a parent 
urged him to fecure his throne, by one of thofe 
imperfedl crimes fo familiar to the modern Greeks. 
The lofs of fight Incapacitated the young prince 
for the active bufinefs of the world: inftead of 
the brutal violence of tearing out his eyes , the 
vifual nerve was deftroyed by the intenfe glare 
of a red-hot bafon ”, and John Lafcaris was 
removed to a diftant cafUe , where he fpent 
many years in privacy and oblivnon. Such cool 
and deliberate guilt may feem incompatible 
with remorfe ; but if Michael could truft the 
mercy of heaven , he was not/ inaccellible to the 
reproaches and vengeance of mankind , which he 
had provoked by cruelty and treafon. His cruelty 
impofed on a fervile court the duties of applaufe \ 
or filence ; but the clergy had a right to fpeak 
in the name of their invifible mailer ; and 
their holy legions were led by a prelate , whofc 
charader was above the temptations of hope or 
fear. After a Ihort abdication of his dignity, 
Arfenius ** had confented to afeend the eccle- 
fiallical throne of Conftantin^ie , and to prefide 
in the rclloration of the church. His . pious 
fimplicity was long deceived by the arts of 
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■Palseologus ; and liis patience and fubmifllon chap. 
might footh the iifurper and proted the fafcty Lxn. 
of the young prince. On the news of his 
inhuman treatment, the patriarch unfheathed the 
fpiritual fword ; anti fupcrftition , on this occa- 
fion , was enlifted in the caufe of humanity and 
jufticc. In a fynod of bifhops , who were >« 
ftimulated by the example of his zeal , the "he^patl^rcii 
patriarch pronounced a fentence of excommunica- Arrenius. 
tion ; though his prudence ftill repeated the name 
of Michael in the public prayers. The eaftern 
prelates had not adopted the dangerous maxims 
of ancient Rome; nor did they prefume to enforce 
their cenfures, by depofing princes, or abfolving 
nations from their oaths of allegiance. But the 
Chriftian , who had been feparated from God 
and the church , became an objed of horror; 
and , in a turbulent and fanatic capital , that 
horror might arm the hand of an alTaflin , or 
inflame a {edition of the people. Palseologus felt 
his danger, confefled his guilt, and deprecated his 
judge ; the ad was irretrievable ; the prize was 
obtained ; and the moll rigorous penance , which 
he folicited, would have raifed the (inner to the 
reputation of a faint. The unrelenting patriarch 
refufed to announce any means of atonement or 
any hopes of mercy; and condefeended only to 
pronounce , that , for fo great a crime , great 
indeed mud be the fatisfadion. “ Do you re- 
“ quire,” faid Michael, “ that I fhould abdicate 
“ the empire? ” And at thefe words, he offered, 
or feemed to offer, the fword of (late. Arfeiiius 
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eagerly grafped this pledge of fovcreignty; but 
when he perceived that, the emperor was unwil- 
ling to purchafe abfolution at fo dear a rate , he 
indignantly efcaped to his cell , and left the royal 
finner kneeling and weeping before the door **. 

The danger and fcandal of this excommunica- 
tion fubfifted above three years , till the popular 
clamour was alTuaged by time and repentance ; 
till the brethren of Arfenius condemned his in- 
flexible fpirit , fo repugnant to the unbounded 
forgivenefs of the gofpel. The emperor had 
artfully infinuatcd , that , if he were ftill rejctfled 
at home, he might feek, in the Roman pontiff, 
a more indulgent judge ; but it was far more 
eafy and effcdual to find or to place that judge 
at the head of the Byzantine church. Arfenius 
was involved in a vague rumour of confpiracy 
and difaffedtion ; fome irregular fteps in his 
ordination and government were liable to cenfure; 
a fynod depofed him from the epifcopal office ; 
and he was tranfported under a guard of foldiers 
to a fmall ifland of the Propontis. Before bis 
exile, he fullenly requefted that a ftrid account 
might be taken of the treafures of the church; 
boafted that his foie riches , three pieces of gold, 
had been earned by tranferibing the pfalms; 
continued to afiert the freedom of his mind; and 
denied , with his laft breath , the pardon whichi 
was implored by the royal finner After fome 
delay , Gregory , bifhop of Adrianople, was 
tranflated to the Byzantine throne ; but his 
authority was found infufficient to fupport the 
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abfolution of the emperor ; and Jofeph , a re- 
verend monk, was fubftituted to that important 
fiindion. This edifying feene was reprefented 
in the prefence of the fenate and people; at the 
end of fix. years , the humble penitent was 
reftored to the communion of the faithful ; and 
humanity will rejoice , that a milder treatment 
of the captive Lafearis was ftipulated as a proof 
of his remorfe. But the fpirit of Arfenius ftill 
furvived in a powerful fadiou of the monks and 
clergy, who perfevered above forty-eight years 
in an obftinate fchifm. Their fcruples were treat- 
ed with tendernefs and refpedl by Michael and 
his fon; and the reconciliation of the Arfenites 
was the ferious labour of the church and (late. 
In the confidence of fanaticifm they had propofed 
to try their caufe by a miracle ; and when the 
two papers , that contained their own and the 
adverfe caufe , were caft into a fiery brafier > 
they expetfled that the Catholic verity would be 
refpeded by the flames. Alas ! the two papers 
were indiferiminately confumed, and this unfore- 
fecn accident produced the union of a day, and 
renewed the quarrel of an age The final 
treaty difplayed the vidory of the Arfenites : the 
clergy abflained during forty days from all eccle- 
liaftical fundions; a flight penance was impofed 
on the laity; the body of Arfenius was depofitcd 
in the fanduaiy; and in the name of the departed 
faint, the prince and people were rclcafed from 
the fins of their fatliers 
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The eftablifliment of his family was the motive, 
or at leaft the pretence, of the crime of Palaeologus ; ' 

and he was impatient to confirm the fnccelfion , by 
ftaring with his eldeft fon the honours of the 
purple. Andronicus , afterwards furnamed the 
Elder , was proclaimed and crowned emperor of 
the Romans, in the fifteenth "year of his age; and, 
from the firfl; tera of a prolix and inglorious reign, 
he held that auguft title nine years as the col- 
league , and fifty as the fucceffor , of his father. 
Michael himfelf, had he died in a private ftation, 
would have been thought more worthy of the 
empire : and the afiaults of his temporal and 
fpiritual enemies, left him few moments to labour 
for his own fame or the happinefs of his fubjedls. 

He wrefted from the Franks feveral of the nobleft 
iflands of the Archipelago , Lefbos , Chios, and 
Rhodes : his brother Conftantinc was fent to 
command in Malv'afia and Sparta ; and the eaftern 
fide of the Morea , from Argos and Napoli to 
Cape Tsenarus , was repolTeffed by the Greeks. 
This efifufion of Chriftian blood was loudly 
condemned by the patriarch ; and the infolent 
prieft prefumed to interpofe his fears and fcruples 
between the arms of princes. But in the profe- 
cution of thefe weftern conquefts , the countries 
beyond the Hellefpont were left naked to the 
Turks ; and their depredations verified the pro- 
phecy of a dying fenator, that the recovery of 
Conftantinople would be the ruin of yVfia. The 
vidories of Michael were atchieved by his lieu- 
tenants ; his f\Yord rufted in the palace ; and iu 
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the tranfadllons of tlie emperor with the popes chap. 
and the king of Naples , h]s political arts ^Ycre LXii. 
ftained with cruelty and fraud **. 

I. The Vatican was the moft natural refuge of Hi* union 
a Latin emperor, who had been driven from his 
throne; and pope Urban the fourth appeared to pity a. d. 
the misfortunes , and vindicate the caufe , of the — *-"“ 

fugitive Baldwin. A crufade , with plenary in-' 
dulgence , was preached by his command againft 
the fchifmatic Greeks ; be excommunicated their 
allies and adherents; folicited Louis the ninth in 
favour of his kinfman ; and demanded a tenth of 
the ecclefiaftic revenues of France and England 
for the fervice of the holy war The fubtle 
Greek , who watched the rifing tempeft of the 
Weft , attempted to fufpend or footh the hoftility 
of the pope, by fuppliant embaflies and refpedful 
letters ; but he infinuated that the eftablilhment 
of peace muft prepare the reconciliation and obe- 
dience of the Eaftern church. The Roman court 
could not be deceived by fo grofs an artifice; 
j andMichael was admoniflied , that the repentance 
of the fon Ihould precede the forgivenefs of the 
father; and th&t faith (an ambiguous word) was 
the only bafts of friendlhip and alliance. After 
a long and affeded delay, the approach of danger, 
and the importunity of Gregory the tenth, com- 
pelled him to enter on a more ferious negociation: 
he alleged the example of the great Vataces ; and 
the Greek clergy, who underftood the intentions 
of their prince, were not alarmed by the firft , 

fteps of reconciliation and xefpcd. But \Yhen he 
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Jjreffed the conclufion of the treaty, they ftrcnu- 
Oufly declared , that the Latins, though notin 
name , were heretics in fadl , and that they de- 
fpifed thofe ftrangers as the vileft and moft de- 
fpicable portion of the human race It was the 
tafk of the emperor to perfuade, to corrupt, to 
intimidate i the moft popular ecclcfiallics, to gain 
the vote of each individual , and , alternately to 
ijrge the arguments of Chriflian charity and the 
public welfare. The texts of the fathers and 
the arms of the Franks were balanced in the 
theological and political fcale; and without ap- 
proving the addition to the Nicene creed , the 
moll moderate were taught to confefs , that the 
two hoftile propofitidns of proceeding from the 
.Father by the Son , and of proceeding from the 
Father and the Son, might be reduced to a fafe 
and Catholic fenfe 1 ho fupremacy of the 
pope was a, doctrine more eafy tO cbnfceivey but 
more painful to acknowledge ; yet Michael re- 
prefented to his monks and prelates ,■ that they 
might fubmit to name the Roman bifhop as the 
firft of the patriarchs ; and that their diftance and 
diferetion .would guard the liberties of the Faftern 
church from the mifehievous confequences of the 
right of appeal. He protefted that he would 
facrifice his life and empire , rather than yield 
the fmalleft point of orthodox faith or national 
independence; and this declaration vVas fealed and 
ratified by a golden bull. The patriarch Jofeph 
withdrew to a monaftery , to refign or refume 
his throne, according to the event of the treaty; 
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the letters of union and obedience were fubfcribed CHAP, 
by the emperor, his fon Andronicus , and thirty^ lxii. 
five archbifiiops and metropolitans , with their 
refpedive fynods ; and the epifcopal lift was 
multiplied by many diocefes which were annihi* 

$ lated under the yoke of the infidels. An embally 
was compofed of fome trufty minifters and pre- 
lates ; they embarked for Italy , with rich orna- 
ments and rare perfumes, for the altar of St. 

Peter ; and their fecret orders authorifed and re-* • 

commended a boundlefs compliance. They were 
received in the general council of Lyons, by pope 
Gregory the tenth , at the head of five hundred 
bilhops He embraced with tears his long-loft 
and repentant children; accepted the oath of the 
ambalTadors, who abjured the fchifm in the name 
of the two emperors ; adorned the prelates with 
the ring and mitre ; chaunted in Greek and Latih 
the Nicene creed with the addition of filioque ; 
and rejoiced in the union of the Eaft and Weft, 
which had been referved for his reign. To con- 
fummate this pious work , the Byzantine deputies 
were fpeedily followed by the pope’s nuncios; 
and their inftrudtion difclofes the policy of the 
Vatican , which could not be fatisfied With the 
vain title of fupremacy. After viewing the tern- / 
per of the prince and people, they were enjoined 
to abfolve the fchifmatic clergy , who ftiould 
fubferibe and fwear their abjuration and obedience; 
to eftablifh in all the churches the ufe of the per- 
fe<ft creed; to prepare the entrance of a cardinal 
legate, whh the full powers and dignity of his 
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office ; and to inftrutfl the emperor in the advan- ^ 
tages which he might derive from the temporal 
protedfion of the Roman pontiff”. 

But they found a country without a friend , 
a nation in wlirch the names of Rome and Union 
were pronounced with abhorrence. T he patriarch • 
Jofeph was indeed removed ; his place was filled 
by Veceus, an ecclcfiaftic of learning and modera- 
tion; and the emperor was ftill urged by the fame 
motives, to perfevere in the fame profefCons. 

But in his private language , Palaeologus affedled 
to deplore the pride , and to blame the innova- 
tions, of the Latins; and while he debafed his 
charadler by this double hypocrify, he juftified 
and puniflied the oppofition of his fubjeds. By 
the joint fuffrage of the new and the ancient 
Rome, a fentence of excommunication was pro- 
nounced againft the obftinatc fchifmatics : the 
cenfures of the church were executed by the 
fword of Michael ; on the failure of perfuafion , 
he tried the arguments of prifon and exile , of 
whipping and mutilation; thofe touch-ftones, 
fays an hillorian , of cowards and the brave. 
Two Greeks ftill reigned in ^tolia, Epirus, and 
Theffaly, with the appellation of defpots: they 
bad yielded to the fovereign of Conftantinople , 
but they rejeded the chains of the Roman pontiff, 
and fupported their refufal by fuccefsful arms. 
Under their protedion , the fugitive monks and 
bifhops affembled in hoftile fynods ; and retorted 
the name of heretic with the galling addition of 
apoftate : the prince of Trebizond> was tempted 

to 
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* to aniime the forfeit title of emperor; and even 
the Latins of Negropont, Thebes, Athens, and 
the Morea , forgot the merits of the convert , 
to join , with open or clandeftine aid, the ene- 
mies of Palceologus. His favourite generals , of 
his own blood and family, fucceflively deferted , 
or betrayed , the facrilegious truft. His fifler 
Eulogia, a niece, and two female coufins, con- 
fpired againfl him ; another niece , Mary queen 
of Bulgaria , negociated his ruin with the fultan 
of Egypt ; and , in the public eye, their treafon 
was confecrated as the moft fublime virtue 
To the pope’s nuncios , who urged the confum- 
mation of the work, Palseologus expofed a naked 
recital of all that he had done and fuffered for 
their fake. They were airurogl that the guilty 
fedaries, of both fexes and ev^y rank, had been 
deprived of their honours , their fortunes , and 
their liberty ; a fpreading lift of confifcation and 
punilhraent", which involved many perfons , the 
deareft to the emperor, or the belt deferving of 
his favour. They were conducted to the prifon, 
to behold four princes of the royal blood chained 
in the four corners , and lhaking their fetters in 
an agony of grief and rage. Two of thefc cap- 
tives were afterwards releafed ; the one by fub- 
miftion , the other by death : but the obftinacy 
of their two companions was chaftifed by the lofs 
of their eyes; and the Greeks, the leaft adverfe 
to the union , deplore that cruel and inaufpicious 
tragedy Perfecutors mull exped the hatred 
of thofe whom thev' oppreftv but they commonly 
VoL. XL ■ I ' 
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find feme confolation in the telliraony of their 
confcience , the applaufe of their party , and , 
perhaps , the fuccefs of their undertaking. But 
the hypocrify of Michael, which was prompted 
only by political motives , muff have forced him 
to hate himfelf , to defpife his followers , and 
to eftcem and envy the rebel champions by 
whom he was deteffed and defpi fed. While his 
violence was abhorred at Conftantinople , at 
Rome his flownefs was arraigned and his fmeftity 
fufpedled; till at length pope Alartin the fourth 
excluded the Greek emperor from the pale of 
a church , into which he was ftriving to reduce 
a fchifmatic people. No fooner had the tyrant 
expired , than the union was dilTolved , and 
abjured by un^mous confent ; the churches 
were purified ; ^e penitents were reconciled ; 
and his fon Andronicus, after weeping the fins 
and errors of his youth , moft pioufly denied his 
father the burial of a prince and a .Chrilfian **. 

II. In the dillrefs of the Latins , the walls and 
towers of Conftantinople had fallen to decay: 
they were reftored and fortified by the policy 
of Michael , who depofited a plenteous ftore 
of corn and fait provifions , to fuftain 'the 
ficge which he might hourly cxpedl from - the 
refentment of the Weftern powers. Of thefe , 
the fovereign of the two Sicilies was the moft 
formidable neighbour but as long as they were 
poffelTed by Mainfroy , the baftard of Frederic the 
fccond , his monarchy was the bulwark rathec 
tlian the annoyance of the Eaftern empire. The 
ufurper, though a brave and adive prince, was 
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fiifficiently employed in the defence of his throne : 
his profeription by fucceinve popes bad feparated 
Mainfroy from the common caufe of the Latins; 
and the forces that might have befieged Conftan- 
tinople , were detained in a crufadc againft the 
domeftic enemy of Rome. The prize of her 
avenger, the crown of the two Sicilies, was won 
and worn by the brother of St. Louis, by Charle* 
count of Anjou and'Provence, wlio led the chi- 
valry of France on this holy expedition The 
difaffetffioa of his Chriftian fubjedls compelled 
Mainfroy to enlift a colony of Saracens whom 
his father had planted in Apulia: and this odious 
fuccour will explain the defiance of the Catholic 
hero , who rejeded all terms of accommodation. 
“ Bear this melfage , faid Charles, “to the 
“ fultan of Nocera , that God and the fword are 
“ umpire between us ; and that he Ihall either 
“ fend me to paradife , or I will fend him to 
“ the pit of hell. The armies met, and though 
1 am ignorant of Mainfroy’s doom in the othef 
world , in this he loft his friends , his kingdom , 
and his life, in the bloody battle of Benevetito. 
Naples and Sicily were immediately peopled with 
a warlike race of French nobles ; and their afpir- 
ing leader embraced the future conqueft of Africa, 
Greece, and Paleftine. The moll fpecious reafons 
might point his firft arms againft the 6yzantino 
empire ; and Palseologus , diffident of his own 
ftrength , repeatedly appealed from the arabiti<)n 
' of Charles to the humanity of St. Louis , who 
ftiil preferved a juft afeendant over the mind of 
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CHAP, his ferocious brother. For a while the attention 
ixii. of ^that brother was confined at home by the 
invafion of Comadin , the laft heir of the Imperial 
lioufe of Swabia : but the haplefs boy funk in 
the unequal conflidl ; and his execution on a 
" public fcaffold taught the rivals of Charles to 
tremble for their heads as well as their dominions. 
A fecond refpite was obtained by the laft crufade 
. . of St. Louis to the African coaft ; and the double 
motive of intcreft and duty urged the king of 
Naples toaffift, with his powers and his prefence, 
the holy enterprife. The death of St. Louis re- 
leafed him from the importunity of a virtuous 
cenfor ; the king of Tunis confelTed himfelf the 
Threatens tributary and vafTal of the crown of Sicily ; and 
the Greek the boldeft of the French knights were free to 
Z*d"xi-o, under his banner againft the Greek empire, 

etc. A treaty and a marriage united his intereft with 

the hoiifc of Courtenay ; his daughter Beatrice 
was promifed to Philip , fon and heir of the em- 
peror Baldwin ; a penfion of fix hundred ounces 
of gold was allowed for his maintenance ; and 
his generous father diftributed among his allies 
the kingdoms and provinces of the Eaft, referv- 
ing only Conftantinople , and one day’s journey 
round the city , for the Imperial domain **. In 
this perilous moment, Palaeologus was the moft 
c.iger to fubferibe the creed , and implore the 
protccflion, of the Roman pontiff, who alTumed, 
with propriety and weight , the character of an 
angel of peace , the common father of the Chrif- 
tians. By his voice , the Eyord of Charles was 
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chained in the fcabbard ; and the Greek ambaf- chap. 
fadors beheld him, in the pope’s antichainbcr, lxii. 
biting his ivory fceptre in a tranfport of fury , 
and deeply jrefenting the refufal to enfranchife 
and confecrate his arms. He appears to have 
refpccled the difinterefted mediation of Gregory 
the tenth ; but Charles was infcnfibly difgufted 
by, the pride and partiality of Nicholas the 
third ; and his attachment to his kindred , the 
XJrfini family, alienated the mod ftrenuous cham- 
pion from the fervice of the church. The hoftile 
league againft the Greeks, of Philip the Latin 
emperor, the king of the two Sicilies, and the 
republic of Venice, was ripened into execution; 
and the elcdion of Martin the fourth , a French 
pope , gave a fandlion to the caufe. Of the 
allies, Philip fupplied his name, Martin, a bull 
of excommunication, the Venetians , a fquadron 
of forty gallies ; and the formidable powers of 
Charles confided of forty counts , ten thoufand' 
men at arms, a numerous body of infantiy , and 
a fleet of more than three hundred fliips and 
tranfports. A didant day was appointed for af- 
fembling this mighty force in the harbour of 
Brindifi : and a previous attempt was rifked with 
a detachment of three himdred knights , who in- 
vaded Albania and befieged the fortrefs of Bel- 
grade. Their defeat might amufe with a triumph* 
the vanity of Condantinoplc ; but the more » 
fagacious Michael, defpairing of his arms, de- 
pended on the effeds of a confpiracy; on the 
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CHAP, fecret workings of a rat, who gnawed the bow- 
IxiT. ftring ” of the Sicilian tyrant. 

PaiKoiogus Among the profcribed adherents of the houfe 
t'he'trvo'u of Swabia, John of Procida forfeited « fmall ifland 
Sicily, of that name in the bay of Naples. His birth 
A, a. iiso. ■was noble, but his education was learned; and 
in the. poverty of exile, he was relieved by the 
pradlice of phyfic , which he had ftudied in the 
fchool of Salerno. Fortune had left him nothing 
to lofe , except life ; and to defpife life is the 
‘ firft qualification of a rebel. Procida was endow- 

ed with the art of negociation , to enforce his 
reafons , and difguife his motives ; and in his 
various tranfadlions with nations and men , he 
could perfuadc each party that he laboured folely 
for their intereft. The new kingdoms of Charles 
were affli<Sed by every fpecies of fifeal and military 
oppreflion ; and the lives and fortunes of his 
Italian fubjedls were facrificed to the greatnefs 
of their mafter and the licentioufnefs of his fol- 
lowers. The hatred of Naples was repreffed by 
his prefence; but the loofer government of his 
vicegerents excited the contempt , as well as the 
averfion , of the Sicili.ans : the ifland was roufed 
to afenfe of freedom by the eloquence of Procida; 
and he difplayed to every baron his private in- 
' . tereft in the common caufe. In the confidence 
of foreign aid , he fuccefllvely vifited the courts 
of the Greek emperor , and of Peter king of 
Arragoii*', who poflefTed the maritime countries 
of Valencia and Catalonia. To the ambitious 
Peter a crown w* prefented, which he might 
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jufUy claim by his marriage with the filler of c H A i*. 
Mainfroy , and by the dying voice of Conradin , Lxu. 
who from the fcaffold had call a ring to his heir 
and avenger. Palxologus was eafily perfuaded ta 
divert his enemy from a foreign war by a rebel- 
lion at home ; and a Greek fubfidy of twenty- 
five thoufand ounces of gold was moll profitably 
applied to arm a Catalan fleet, which failed under 
an holy banner to the fpecious attack of the 
Saracens of Africa. In the difguife of i- monk 
or beggar, the indefatigable miflionary of revolt 
flew from ConRantinople to Rome , and from 
Sicily to Saragolfa : the treaty was fealed with 
the fignct of pope Nicholas himlelf, the enemy 
of Charles ; and his deed of gift transferred the 
fiefs of St. Peter from the houfe of Anjou to 
that of Arragon. So widely diffufed and fo freely 
circulated , the fccret was preferved above two 
years with impenetrable diferetion ; and each of 
the confpirators imbibed the maxim of Peter, 
who declared that he would cut off his left-hand 
if it were confeious of the intentions of his right. 

The mine was prepared with deep and dangerous 
artifice ; but it may be quellioned , whether the 
inflant explofion of Palermo were the effeifl of 
accident or delign. 

On the vigil of Eaflcr , a procefllon of the The Sicilian 
difarmed citizens vifited a church without they®!*’*”’ 

, A- D. X28V 

\valls; and a noble darnfel was rudely inful ted March 30. 
by a French foldier **. The ravilher was inftantly 
punilhed with death ; and if the people was at 
lirll fcattcred by a military force, their numbers 
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CHAP, and fury prevailed : the confpiratbrs feized the 
ixn. opportunity ; the flame fpread over the ifland ; 
and eight thoufand French -were exterminated in 
a promifeuous maffacre, which has obtained the 
name of the Sicilian Vespers From every 
city the banners of freedom and the church were 
difplayed : the revolt was infpired by the pre- 
fence or the foul of Procida ; and Peter of Arragon, 
who failed from the African coaft to Palermo, 
was faluted as the king and faviour of the ifle. 
By the rebellion of a people on whom he had 
fo long trampled with impunity , Charles was 
aftonifhed and confounded ; and in the firft agony 
of grief and devotion , he was heard to exclaim , 
^ O God ! if thou haft decreed to humble me, grant 
“ me at leaft a gentle and gradual defeent from thft 
pinnacle of greatnefs ! ” His fleet and army, which 
already filled the fea-ports of Italy , were haftily 
recalled from the fervice of the Grecian war; and 
the fituation of Meflina expofed that town to the 
firft ftorm of his revenge. Feeble in themfelves, 
and yet hopelefs of foreign foccour, the citizens 
would have repented , and fubmitted on the 
alfurance of full pardon and their ancient privi- 
leges. But the pride of the monarch was already 
rekindled ; and the moft fervent intreaties of the 
legate could extort no more than a proraife , that 
he would forgive the remainder , after a chofen 
lift of eight hundred rebels had been yielded to 
his diferetion. The defpair of the Meffinefe 
renewed their courage : Peter of Arragon ap- 
proached to their relief ** ; and his rival was 
driven back by the failure of provifion and the 
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terrors of the equinox to the Calabrian fiiore. 
At the fame moment, the Catalan admiral, the 
famous Roger de Loria , fwept the channel with 
an invincible fquadron : the French fleet, more 
numerous in tranfports than in gallies, was either 
burnt or deftroyed ; and tl;e fame blow aflured 
the independence of Sicily and the fafety of the 
Greek empire. A few days before his death , 
the emperor Michael rejoiced in the fall of an 
enemy whom he hated and efteemed ; and per- 
haps he might be content with the popular judg- 
ment , that had they not been matched with 
each other, Conftantinople and Italy muftfpeedily 
have obeyed the fame mafter From this 
difaftrous moment, the life of Charles was a 
feries of misfortunes ; bis capital was infulted , 
his fon was made prifoner, and he funk into 
the grave without recovering the ifle of Sicily , 
which , gfter a war of twenty years , was finally, 
fevered from the throne of Naples , and trans- 
ferred , as an independent kingdom , to a younger 
branch of the houfe of Arragon 

I fhall not, I truft, be accufed of fuperftition : 
but I mufl; remark, that, even in this world, the 
natural order of events will fometimes afford the 
flrong appearances of moral retribution. The firft 
Palaeologus had faved his empire by inv'olving 
the kingdoms of the Weft in rebellion and 
blood; and from thefe feeds of difeord, uprofe 
a generation of iron men, who affaulted and en- 
dangered the empire of bis fon. In modern times, 
«ur debts and taxes arc die fccret poifon , which 


CHAP. 

LXII. 
Defeat of 
Charles . 
Ottober 2. 


The Tervlce 
and war of 
the Catalans 
in the Greek 
empire , 

A.D. 

1303 — 1307. 


Digitized by Google 


I 


154 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c II A p. ftill corrodes the bofom of peace ; but in the 
Lxii. weak and diforderly government of the middle 

ages, it was agitated by the prefent evil of the I 
djlbanded armies. Too idle to work, too proud i 
to beg, the mercenaries were accuftomed to a 
life of rapine: they could rob with more dignity i 
and eftedl under a banner and a chief; ami the i 
fovereign, to whom their fcrvice was iifelefs and 
their ‘ prefence importunate, endeavoured to dif- 
charge the torrent on fume neighbouring coun- 
tries. After the peace of Sicily , many thoufands 
of Genoefe, Catalans &c. who had fought, by 
fea and land , under the ftandard of Anjou or 
_ Arragon, were blended into one nation by the 

refemblance of their manners and intereft. They \ 
heard that the Greek provinces of Afia were in- I 

vaded by the Turks: they refolved to fhare the i 

harveft of pay and plunder; aod Frederic king 
of Sicily moft liberally contributed the means 
of their departure. In a warfare of twenty years, 
a fliip, or a camp, was become their country; 
arms were their foie profefhon and property; va- 
lour was the only virtue which they knew; their 
women had imbibed the fearlcfs temper of their 
lovers and hufbands: it was reported, that, with 
a ftroke of their broad-fword, the Catalans could 
cleave a horfeman and an horfe; and the report 
itfelf was a powerful weapon. Roger de Flor 
was the moft popuLar of their chiefs; and his 
perfonal merit overfhadowed the dignity of his 
prouder rivals of Arragon. The offspring of a | 
marriage betvyeen a German gentleman of the i 




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 15? 


I court of Frederic the fecond and a damfel of 

j Brindifi, Roger was fucceflively a templar, an 

■ apoftato , a pirate , and at length the richeft and 

j inoft powerful admiral of the Mediterranean. He 

: failed from Meffina to Conftantinople , with 

eighteen gallies , four great fhips , and eight 
1 thoufand adventurers ; and his previous treaty 

j was faithfully accomplilhed by Andronicus the 

I elder, who accepted with joy and terror this for- 

midable fuccour. A palace was allotted for his 
reception, and a niece of the emperor was given 
in marriage to the valiant ftranger, who was im- 
mediately created great duke or admiral of Ro- 
mania. After a decent repofe , he tranfported 
bis troops over the Propontis, and boldly led 
them againft the Turks: in two bloody battles 
thirty thoufand of the Modems were flain : he 
railed the fiege of Philadelphia, and deferved 
1 the name of the deliverer of Afia. But after a 
I fhort feafon of profperity, the cloud of flavery 
and ruin again burd; on that unhappy province. 

■ The inhabitants efcaped (fays a Greek hiftorian) 
from the fmoke into the flames; and the hoftility 
of the Turks was lefs pernicious than the friend- 

' ll)ip of the Catalans. The lives and fortunes 
I which they had refeued, they confidered as their 
f own : the willing or reludlant maid was faved 
from the race of circumcifion for the embraces 
of a Chriftian foldier: the exadion of fines and 
fupplies was enforced by licentious rapine and 
arbitrary executions; and, on the refiRancc of 
Magnefia , the great duke befieged a city of the 


CHAP. 

LXII. 


Digitized by Google 


*56 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP, Roman empire Thefe difordcrs he cxcufed 
I.XII. by the wrongs and paflions of a vidlorious army; 
nor would his own authority or perfon have 
been fafe , had he dared to punilh his faithful 
followers , who were defrauded of the juft and 
covenanted price of their fervices. The threats 
and complaints of Andronicus difclofed the naked- 
nefs of the empire. His golden bull had invited 
no more than five hundred horfe and a thoufand 
foot foldiers; yet the crowds of volunteers, who 
migrated to the Eaft, had been enlifted and fed 
by his fpontaneous bounty. While his braveft 
allies were content with three byzants, or pieces 
of gold, for their monthly pay, an ounce, os 
even two ounces , of gold were afligned to the 
Catalans, whofe annual penfion would thus amount 
to near an hundred pounds fterling: one of their 
chiefs had inocleftly rated at three hundred thou- 
fand crowns the value of h\% future merits; and 
•above a million had been ilTued from the treafury 
for the maintenance of thefe coftly mercenaries. 
A cruel tax had been impofed on the corn of the 
hulbandman: one, third was retrenched from the 
falaries of the public officers ; and the ftandard 
of the coin was fo fliamcfully debafed , that of 
the four-and-twenty parts only five were of pure 
gold **. At the fummons of the emperor, Roger 
evacuated a province which no longer fupplied 
the materials of rapine; but he refufed to diTperfe. 
his troops; and while his ftyle was refpetWul , 
his condudl was independent and hoftile. He 
pi otefted, that if the emperor fljould march againft 
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him, he would advance forty paces to kifs the C 
ground before him, but in rifing from this pro- 
ftrate attitude Roger had a life and fword at the 
fervice of his friends. The great duke of Roma- 
nia condefcended to accept the title and orna- 
ments of Caefar; but he rejected the new propo- 
fal of the government of Afia with a fubfidy of 
corn and money, on condition that he Ibould 
reduce’ his troops to the harmlefs number of three 
thoufand men. AITaffination is the hall refourc^ 
of cowards. The Cxfar was tempted to vifit the 
royal refidence of Adrianople: in the apartment, 

. and before the eyes, of the emprefe, he was ftab- 
bed by the Alani giurls; and, though the deed 
was imputed to their private revenge , his coun* 
trymen , who dwelt at Conftantinoplc in the 
fecurity of peace , were involved in the fame 
profeription by the prince or people. The lofs 
of their leader intimidated the crowd of adven- 
turers, who hoifted the fails of flight, and were 
foon fcattered round the coafts of the Mediter- 
ranean. But a veteran band of fifteen hundred 
Catalans or French flood firm in the flrong 
fortrefs of Gallipoli on the Hellefpont, difplayed 
the bairners of Arragon , and offered to revenge 
and juflify their chief by an equal combat of ten 
or an hundred warriors. Inflead of accepting this 
bold defiance, the emperor Michael, the fon and 
colleague of Andronicus , refolved to opprefs 
them with the weight of multitudes : every nerve 
was flrained to form an army of thirteen thoufand 
horfe and thirty thoufand foot; and the Propgntis 
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CHAP, was covered with the (hips of the Greeks and 
Lxii. Genoefe. In two battles by fea and land, thefe 
mighty forces were encountered and overthrown 
by the dcfpair and difeipline of the Catalans; the 
young emperor fled to the palace ; and an infuf- 
ficient guard of light-hbrfe was left for the pro- 
te(flion of the open country. Victory renewed 
the hopes and numbers of the adventurers : every 
nation was blended under the name and flandard 
of the great company} and three thoufand TurkiHt 
profelytes deferted from the Imperial fervice to 
join this military affociation. In the pofleflion 
of Gallipoli, the Catalans intercepted the trade 
of Conftantinople and the Black Sea, while they 
fpread their devaftations on either fide of the 
Hellefpont over the confines of Europe and Afia. 
To prevent their approach , the greateft part of 
the Byzantine territory was laid wafte by the 
Greeks themfelves : the peafants and their cattle 
retired into the city; and myriads of Iheep and 
oxen, for which neither place nor foot could be 
procured, were unprofitably flaughtered on the 
fame day. Four times the emperor Andronicus 
fued for peace, and four times he was inflexibly 
repulfed , till the want of provifions , and the 
difeord of the chiefs , compelled the Catalans to 
^ evacuate the banks of the Hellefpont and the 
neighbourhood of the capital. * After their fepar- 

O . ation from the Turks, the remains of the great 
company purfued their march through IVTaccdo- 
nia <yid Theflaly, to feck a new cftablilhment in 
the heart of Greece 
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After fome ages of oblivion , Greece was chap. 
awakened to new misfortunes by the arms of the txii. 
Latins. In the two hundred and fifty years be- 
tween the firll and the laft conqueft of Conftan- a. d-' 
tinople, that venerable land was difputed by a 
multitude of petty tyrants; without the comforts 
of freedom and genius, her ancient cities were 
again plunged in foreign and inteftine war; and, 
if fcrvdtude be preferable to anarchy, they might 
repofe with joy under the Turkifh yoke. I fliall 
not purfue the obfeure and various dynafties, 
that rofe and fell on the continent or in the ifles; 
but our filencc on the fate of Athens ”, would 
argue a ftrangc ingratitude to the firft and purefl; 
fchool of liberal fcicnce and amufement. In the 
partition of the empire, the principality of Athens 
and Thebes was afllgned to Otho dc la Roche, 
a noble warrior of Burgundy ”, with the title 
of great duke ”, which the Latins undcrflood in 
their own fenfe, and the Greeks more foolifhly 
derived from the age of Conftantine ”. Otho 
followed the ftandard of the marquis ofMontfer- 
rat ;' the ample ftate which he acquired by a 
miracle of conduct or fortune ”, was peaceably 
inherited by his fon and two grandfons, till the 
family, though nq^the nation, was changed, by 
the marriage of an heirefs, into tfie elder branch 
of the houfe of Rrienne. The fon of that mar- 
riage, Walter de Brienne, fucceeded to the dutchy 
of Athens; and, with the aid of fome Catalan 
mercenaries, whom he invefted with fiefs, re- 
duced above thirty cafUes of the vaffal or neigh- 
bouring lords. But when he was informed of 
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CHAP, the approach and ambition of the great company, 
i.xii. he collcdled a force of fev'en hundred knights, 
fix thoufand four hundred horfe , and eight thoii- 
fand foot, and boldly met them on the banks 
of the river Cephifus in Bceotia. The Catalans 
amounted to no more than three thoufand five 
hundred horfe, and four thoufand foot: but the 
deficiency of numbers was compenfated by ftra- 
tagem and order. They formed round their camp 
an artificial inundation : the duke and his knights 
advanced without fear or precaution on the 
verdant meadow: their horfes plunged into the 
bog; and he was cut in pkces, with the greateft 
part of the French cavalry. His family and nation 
were expelled; and his fon Walter de Brienne j 
the titular duke of Athens, the tyrant of Florence, 
and the conftable of France, loft his life in the 
field of Poitiers. Attica and Bceotia were the 
rewards of the vidlorious Catalans : they married 
the widows and daughters of the fiain; and during 
fourteen years, the great company was the ter- 
ror of the Grecian ftates. Their factions drove 
them to acknowledge the fovercignty of the 
houfe of Arragon; and during the remainder of 
the fourteenth century, Athens, as a govern- 
ment or an ‘appanage, was fucceftively beftowed 
by the kings of Sicily. After the French and 
Catalans, the third dynafty was that of the Ac- 
caioli, a family, plebeian at Florence, potent at 
Naples, and fovereign in Greece. Athens, which 
they cmbelliflied with new buildings, became 
tfie capital of a ftate, that extended over Thebes, 

^ Argos, 
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Argos, Corinth, Delphi, and a part ofTheffaly; chap 
and their reign was finally determined by iMahti- i.xii. 
met the fecond, who Rrangled the lafl duke, and 
educated his fons in the difcipline and religion 
of the feraglio. 

Athens though no more than the fiiadow of 
her former felf, Ifill contains about eight or ten “ 
thoufand inhabitants: of thefe, three-fourths are 
Greeks in religion and language; and the Turks, 
who compofe the remainder, have relaxed, in ' 
their intercourfe with the citizens, fomewhat of 
the pride and grax ity of their national charader. 

The olive-tree, the gift of Minerva, fiourifhes 
in Attica; nor has the honey of mount Hymettus , 
loft any part of its exquifite flavour but the 
languid trade is monopolized by ftrangers ; and 
the agriculture of a barren land is abandoned to 
the vagrant Walachians. The Athenians are ftjll 
diftinguilhed by the fubtlety and acutenefs of 
their underftandings : but thefe qualities, unkfs 
ennobled by freedom and enlightened by ftudy, 
will degenerate into a low and fclflfh cunning: 
and it is a proverbial faying of the country, 

“ From the Jews of Theffalonica, the Turks of 
“ Negropont, and the Greeks of Athens, good 
“ Lord deliver us ! " This artful people has 
eluded the tyranny of the Turkifli bafliaws, by 
an expedient which alleviates their fervitude and 
aggrav’^ates their fliame. About the middle of the 
laft century, the Athenians chofe for their pro- 
testor the Kiflar Aga, or chief black eunuch of 
the feraglio. This jEthiopian flave, who poiTefles 
VoL. XI. M 
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CHAP, the fultan’s ear, condefcends to accept the tribute 
LXil. of thirty thoufand crowns : his lieutenant, the 
Waywode, whom he annually confirms, may 
referve for his own about five or fix thoufand 
more ; and fuch is the policy of the citizens , that 
they feldom fail to remove and punilh an opprcf- 
livc governor. Their private differences are de- 
cided by the archbilhop , one of the richeft pre- 
lates of the Greek church , fince he poirelfes a 
revenue of one thoufand pounds fterling; and by 
a tribunal of the eight geronti or elders , chofen in 
the eight quarters of the city : the noble families 
cannot trace their pedigree above three hundred 
years ; but their principal members arc diflinguillied 
by a grave demeanour , a fur-cap , and the lofty 
appellation of archon. By fome, who delight in 
the contrail, the modern language of Athens is 
reprefented as the moll corrupt and barbarous of 
the feventy dialeifls of the vulgar Greek : this 
pi(5lure is too darkly coloured ; but it would not 
be eafy, in the country of Plato and Demofthencs, 
to find a reader , or a copy , of their works. The 
Athenians walk with fupine indifference among 
the glorious ruins of antiquity; and fuch is the 
debafement of their charader, that they are in- 
capable of admiring the genius of their predecef- 
fors 
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#C H A P. LXIII. 

Civil Wars , and ruin of the Greek Empire. — Reigns 
of /indronicus , the Elder and ‘Tounger , and John 
Palaologus. — Regency , Revolt , Reign , and Abdica- 
tion of John Cantacuxcne. — EJiablishment of a 
Gcnoefe Colony at Pera or Galata. — Their Wars 
with the Empire and City of Conjiantinople. 

TPhE long reign of Andronicus * the elder is chap. 
ehiefly memorable, by the difputes of the Greek ixin. 
church, the invafion of the Catalans, and the 
rife of the Ottoman power. He is celebrated as 
the moft learned and virtuous prince of the age; times, 
but fuch virtue, and fuch learning, contributed 
neither to the perfedion of the individual , nor 
to the happinefs of fociety. A flav'e of the moft 
abjed fuperftition , he was furrounded on all 
fides by vifible and invifible enemies; nor were 
the flames of hell lefs dreadful to his fancy, than 
thofe of a Catalan or Turkifli war. Under the 
reign of the Palxologi, the choice of the patriarch 
was the moft important bufinefs of the ftate; the 
heads of the Greek church were ambitious and 
fanatic monks ; and their vices or virtues,, their 
learning or ignorance, were equally mifehievous 
or contemptible. By his intemperate difeipline, 
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the patriarch Athanafius ’ excited the hatred of 
the clergy and people : he was heard to declare , 
that the finner fhould fwallow the laft dregs of 
the cup of penance ; and the fo^fli tale was 
propagated , of his punilhing a facrilegious afs 
that had tailed the lettuce of a. convent garden. 
Driven from the throne by the univerfal clamour, 
Athanafius compofed before his retreat two papers 
, of a very oppolite cafl. His public teftament was 
in the tone of charity and refignation; the private 
codicil breathed the direft anathemas againll the 
authors of his difgrace , whom he excluded for 
ever from the communion of the holy trinity, 
the angels , and the faints. This laft paper he 
inclofed in ah earthen pot , which waS placed , 
by his order, on the top of one of the pillars in 
the dome of St. Sophia, in the diftant hope of 
difeovery and revenge. At the end of four years, 
fome youths , climbing by a ladder in fearch of 
pigeons nefts, deteifted the fatal fecret; and as 
Andronicus felt himfelf touched and bound by 
the excommunication , he trembled on the brink 
of the abyfs which had been fo treacheroufly 
dug under his feet. A fynod of bilhops was 
inftantly convened to debate this important 
queftion : the ralhnefs of thefe clandeftine anathe- 
mas was generally condemned ; but as the knot 
could be untied only by the fame hand, as that band 
was now deprived of the crofier , it appeared 
that tjhis pofthumous decree was irrevocable by 
any earthly power. Some faint teftimonies of 
repentance and pardon were extorted from the 
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author of the mifchicf; but the confcience of the 
emperor was ftill wounded, and he defired, with 
no lefs ardour than Athanafius himfelf, the re- 
ftoration of a patriarch, by whom alone he could 
be healed. At the dead of night, a monk rudely 
knocked at the door of the royal bed-chamber, 
announcing a revelation of plague and famine, of 
inundations and earthquakes. Andronicus ftarted 
Jrom his bed, and fpcnt the night in prayer, till 
he felt , or thought that he felt , a flight motion 
of the earth. The emperor on foot led the 
bilhops and monks to the cell of Athanafius; 
and , after a proper refiftance , the faint , from 
/whom this meffage had been fent, 'confented to 
abfolve the prince , and govern the church , of 
Conftantinople. Untamed by difgrace , and 
hardened by folitude , the fhepherd was again 
odious to the flock ; and his enemies contrived 
a Angular, and as it proved a fuccefsful, mode 
of revenge. In the night , they ftole away the 
footftool or foot-cloth of his throne , which they 
fecretly replaced with tlie decoration of a fatirical 
pidure. The emperor was painted with a bridle 
in his mouth , and Athanafius leading the trad- 
able beaft to the feet of Chrift. The authors of 
the libel were deteded and punifhed ; but as their 
lives had been fpared , the Chriftian prieft in 
fullen indignation retired to his cell ; and the 
eyes of Andronicus, which had been opened for 
a moment ,* were again clofed by his fucceflbr. 

If this tranfadion be one of the moft curious 
and important of a reign of fifty years, 1 cannot 
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at leaft acc’jfe the brevity of my materials , 
fince I reduce into fome few pages the enormous 
folios of Pachymer *, Cantacuzene and Nice- 
phorus Gregoras ’ , who have compofed the 
prolix and languid ftory of the times. The name 
and fituation of the emperor John Cantacuzene 
might infpire the moft lively curiofity. His 
memorials of forty years extend from the revolt 
of the younger Andronicus to his own abdication 
of the empire ; and it is obferved , that , like 
Mofes and Caefar , he was the principal adlor in 
the feenes which he deferibes. But in this 
eloquent work , we fliould vainly feek the fincer- 
ity of an hero or a penitent. Retired in a 
cloy Her from the vices and paflions of the world, 
he prefents not a confeflion , but an apology , of 
the life of an ambitious ffatefman, Inftead of 
unfolding the true counfels and charadlers of men, 
he difplays the fmooth and fpecious furface of 
events, highly varnifhed with his own praifes 
and thofe of his friends. Their motives are 
always pure ; their ends always legitimate : they 
confpire and rebel without any views of intereft; 
and the violence which they inflidl or fuflfer is 
celebrated as the fpontaneous effect of reafon 
and virtue. 

After the example of the firft of the Palseologi, 
the elder Andronicus affociated his fon Michael 
to the honours of the purple ; and from the age 
of eighteen to his premature death , that prince 
was acknowledged, above twenty-five years, as 
the fecond emperor of the Greeks At the 
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head of an army, he excited neither the fears chap. 
of the enemy nor the jealoufy of the court : his Lxm. 
rnodefly and patience were never tempted to 
compute the years of his father; nor was that 
father compelled to repent of his liberality either 
by the virtues or vices of his fon. The fon of 
Michael was named Andronicus from his grand- 
father, to whofe early favour he was introduced 
by that nominal refemblancc. The bloffoms of 
wit and beauty increafed the fondnefs of the 
elder Andronicus; and, with the common vanity 
of age, he expeded to realize in thefecond, the 
hope which had been difappointed in the firft, 
generation. The boy was educated in the palace 
as an heir and a favourite, and, in the oaths and 
acclamations of the people , the augujl triad was 
formed by the names of the father, the fon, and 
the grandfon. But the younger Andronicus was 
fpeedily corrupted by his infant greatnefs, while 
he beheld with puerile impatience the double 
obftacle that hung, and might long hang, over 
his rifing ambition. It was not to acquire 
fame, or to diffufe happinefs , that he fo eagerly 
afpired : wealth and impunity were in his eyes 
the mofl: precious attributes of a monarch; and 
his firft indifereet demand was the fovereignty 
of fome rich and fertile ifland, where he might 
lead a life of independence and pleafure. The 
emperor was offended by the loud and frequent 
intemperance which difturbed his capital : the 

fums which his parfimony denied were fupplied 
by the Genoefe ufurers of Pera; and the oppreflive 
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CHAP, debt which confolidated the intereft of a fac- 
Lxiir. tion, could be difcharged only by a revolution. 
A beautiful female, a matron in rahk, a profti- 
tute in manners, had inftrudled the younger An- 
, tlronicus in the rudiments of love; but he had 
feafon to fufpecfl the nodurnal vifits of a rival; 
■and a ftranger paffing thfough the ftreet was 
pierced by the arrows of his guards , who were 
placed in ambufh at her door. That ftranger 
was his brother', prince 'Manuel , who languiftied 
and died of his wound; and the emperor Michael, 
their common father, whole health was in a de- 
, dining ftate expired on the eighth day, lament- 
ing the lofs of both his children ’. However 
Iguiltlefs in his intention , the younger Andronicus 
might impute a brother’s and a father’s death to 
the confequence of his own vices; and deep was 
' the figh of thinking and feeling men, when they 
perceived, inftead of forrow and repentance, his 
ill - diffemblcd joy on the removal of two odious 
competitors. By thcfe melancholy events , and 
the increafe of his diforders, the mind of the 
elder emperor was gradually alienated; and, after 
many fi uitlefs reproofs , he transferred on an- 
other grandfon ' his hopes and affedfion The 
change was announced by the new oath of al- 
legiance to the reigning fovereign, and the perfon 
whom he fhould appoint for his fucceflbr; and 
the acknowledged heir, after a repetition ofdn- 
fults and complaints, was expofcd to the indig- 
nity of a public trial. Before the fentcnce, which 
would probably have condemned him to a 
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dungeon or a cell , the emperor was informed that chap. 
the palace courts were filled with the armed fol- i.xiil. • 
lowers of his grandfon ; the judgment was foften- 
ed to a treaty of reconciliation ; and the triumph- 
ant efcape of the prince encouraged the ardour 
of the younger fadion. 

Yet the capital, the clergy, and the fenatc. Three civil 
adhered to the perfon , or at leaf! to the govern- 
ment, of the old emperor; and it was only in the perors, 
provinces, by flight, and revolt, and foreign fuc- ’q-- 
cour, that the malecontents could hope to vindi- *.0. 13:3, 
cate their caufe and fubvert his throne. The foul 
of the enterprife was the great domeftic John Cair- 
tacuzene : the fally from Conllantinople is the 
firft date of his adipns and memorials; and if 
his own pen be moft deferiptive of his patriotifm, 
an unfriendly hiftorian has not refnfed to celebrate 
the zeal and ability which he difplaycd in the 
fervice of the young emperor. That prince efcap- 
cd from the capital under the pretence of hunt- 
ing; eredled his ftandard at Adrianople; and, in 
a few days, aflembled fifty thoufand horfe and 
foot , whom neither honour nor duty could have 
armed againft the Barbarians. Such a force might 
have fiived or commanded the empire ; but their I 

counfels were difeordant, their motions were flow 
and doubtful , and their progrefs was checked by * 

intrigue and negociation. The quarrel of the two 
Andronici was protraded, and fufpended, and re- 
newed, during a ruinous period of feven years. In 
the firft treaty , the relics of the Greek empire were 
divided: Conftantinople, Theflalonica, and the 
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iflands, were left to the elder, while the young- 
er acquired the fovereignty of the greateft part 
of Thrace , from Philippi to the Byzantine limit. 
By the fecond treaty, he ftipulated the payment 
of his troops, his immediate coronation, and an 
adequate fhare of the power and revenue of the 
ftatc. The third civil war was terminated by 
the furprife of Conftantinople , the final retreat of 
the old emperor, and the foie reign of his vido- 
rious grandfon. The reafons of this delay may 
be found in the charaders of the men and of the 
times. When the heir of the monarchy firft 
pleaded his wrongs and his apprehenfions , he 
was heard with pity and applaufe: and his adher- 
ents repeated on all fides the inconfiflcnt pro- 
inife , that he would increafe the pay of the fold- 
iers and alleviate the burthens of the people. 
The grievances of forty years were mingled in 
lus revolt; and the rifing generation was fatigued 
by the endlefs profped of a reign , whofe fa- 
vourites and maxims were of other times. The 
youth of Andronicus had .been without fpirit, 
ins age was without reverence : his taxes pro- 
duced an annual revenue of five hundred thou- 
fand pounds ; yet the richefl of the fovereigns of 
Chriftendom was incapable of maintaining three 
thoufand horfe and twenty gallies , to refill the 
deftrudtive progrefs of the Turks ’. “ How dif- 

‘‘ ferent,” faid the younger Andronicus, “is my 
“ fituation from that of the fon of Philip ! Alex- 
“ ander might complain , that his father would 
leave him nothing to conquer : alas ! my 
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“ grandfire will leave me nothing to lofe. ” But 
the Greeks were foon admonifhed, that the public 
diforders could not be healed by a civil war; 
and that their young favourite was not deftined 
to be the faviour of a falling empire. On the 
firft repulfe, his party was broken by his own 
levity, their inteftine difeord, and the intrigues 
of the ancient court, which tempted each male* 
content to defert or betray the caufe of rebellion. 
Andronicus the younger was touched with re- 
morfe , or fatigued with bufinefs , or deceiv’ed 
by negociation : pleafure rather than power was 
his aim ; and the licence of maintaining a thou- 
fand hounds, a thoufand hawks, and a thoufand 
huntfmen , was fufficient to fully his fame and 
difarm his ambition. 

Let us now furvey the cataftrophe of this bufy 
plot, and the final fituation of the principal adl- 
ors *°. The age of Andronicus was conftimed 
in civil difeord ; and , amidfl the events of war 
and treaty , his power and reputation continually 
decayed , till the fatal night in which the gates 
of the city and palace were opened without re- 
fiftance to his grandfon. His principal commander 
fcorned the repeated warnings of danger ; and re- 
tiring to reft in the vain fccurity of ignorance, 
abandoned the feeble monarch, with fome priefts 
and pages , to the terrors of a fleeplefs night. 
Thefe terrors were quickly realized by the hof- 
tile Ihouts, w'hith proclaimed the titles and vic- 
tory of Andronicus the younger: and the aged 
emperor , falling proftrate before an image of the 
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0 H A p. Virgin, difpatched a luppliant meffage to refign 
txiiT. the fceptre, and to obtain his life at the hands of 
the conqueror. The anfwer of his grandfon was 
decent and pious; at the prayer of his friends, the 
younger Andronicus aflumed the foie adminiftra- 
tion ; but the cider dill enjoyed the name and pre- 
eminence of the firft emperor, the ufe oftbegreat 
palace, and a penfion of twenty -four thoufand 
pieces of gold , one half of which was affigned 
on the royal treafure , and the other on the fifli- 
ery of Conftantinople. But his impotence was 
foon expofed to contempt and oblivion; the vaft 
fil^ence of the palace was difturbed. only fby the 
cattle and poultry of the neighbourhood, which 
roved with impunity through the foHtary courts; 
and a reduced allowance of ten thoufand pieces 
of gold" was all that he could afk,,and more 
than he could hope. His calamities were embit- 
tered *by the gradual extindlion of fight; his con- 
finement was rendered each day more rigorous; 
and during the abfence and ficknefs of his grand- 
fon, his inhuman keepers, by the threats of in- 
ftant death, compelled him to exchange the pur- 
ple for the monaftic habit and profeflion. The 
monk Antony had renounced the pomp of .the 
world : yet he had occafion for a coarfe fur in 
the winter feafon, and as wine was forbidden 
by his confeffor , and water by his phyfxcian, the 
fherbet of Egypt was his common drink. It was 
not without difficulty that the late emperor could 
. procure three or four pieces to fatisfy thefe fim- 
ple wants ; and if he bellowed the gold to relieve 
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the more painful dillrefs of a friend, the facri- chap. 
fice is of fome weight in the fcale of humanity LXiii. 
and religiop. Four years after his abdication, 
Andronicus or Antony expired in a cell, in ”"jj‘*'***' 
feventy fourth year of his age: and the laft ftrain February 13. 
of adulation could only promife a more fplcndid 
crown of glory in heaven , than he bad enjoyed 
upon earth 

Nor was the reign of the younger, more 

«• i> f « ^111 dronicus ih0 

glorious or tortunate than that or the cider, 
Andronicus He gathered the fruits of ambition; a . n. 1318. 
but the tafte was tranfient and bitter : in the 
fupreme ftation he loft the remains of his early junt 15. 
popularity ; and the defedls of his charadter be- 
came ftill more confpicuous to the world. The 
public reproach urged him to march in perfon 
againft the Turks ; nor did his courage fail in 
the hour of trial ; but a defeat and a wound 
were the only trophies of his expedition in Afia, 
which confirmed the eftablifhment of the Ottoman 
monarchy. The abufes of the civil government 
attained their full maturity and perfection : his 
negledt of forms , and the confufion of national 
dreffes , are deplored by the Greeks, as the fatal 
fymptoms of the decay of the empire. Andronicus , 
was old before his time : the intemperance of 
youth had accelerated the infirmities of age ; and 
after being refcued from a dangerous malady by 
nature, orphyfic, or the Virgin, he was fnatch- 
ed away before he had accomplifhed his forty- 
fifth year. He was twice married ; and as the Hh two 
progrefs of the Latins in arms and arts had foftened 
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the prejudices of the Byzantine court, his two 
wives were chofen in the princely houfes of 
Germany and Italy. The firft , Agnes at home, 
Irene in Greece, was daughter of the duke of 
Brunfwick. Her father was a petty lord” in 
the poor and favage regions of the north of 
Germany : yet he derived fome revenue from 
his filver-mincs ; and his family is ' celebrated 
by the Greeks as the mod ancient and noble of 
the Teutonic name After the death of this 
childlefs princefs, Andronicus fought in marriage 
Jane , the filler of the count of Savoy **; and his 
fuit was preferred to that of the French king **. 
The count refpeded in his filler the fuperior 
majelly of a Roman emprefs : her retinue was com- 
pofed of knights and ladies ; Ihe was regenerated 
and crowned in St. Sophia , under the more 
orthodox appellation of Anne ; and, at the nuptial 
feall , the Greeks and Italians vied with each 
other in the martial exercifes of tilts and tour- 
naments. 

The emprefs Anne of Savoy fiirv’ived her huf- 
band : their fon, John Palaeolbgus, was left an or- 
phan and an emperor, in the ninth year of his age ; 
and his weaknefs was protedled by the firll and 
mblldcferving of the Greeks. 7 he long and cordial 
friendfliip of his. father for John Cantacuzene is 
alike honourable to the prince and the fubjecl. 
It had been formed amidll the pleafures of their 
youth : their families were almoll equally noble”; 
and the recent lullre of the purple was amply 
compenfated by the energy of a private education. 
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We have feen that the young emperor was faved 
by Cantacuzene irom the power of his grand- 
father; and, after fix years of civil war, the fame 
favourite brought him back in triumph to the 
palace of Conftantinople. Under the reign of 
Andronicus the younger , the great' domeftic 
ruled jhe emperor and the empire; and it was 
by his valour and condudl that the ifle of Lefbos 
and the principality of iEtolia were reftored to 
their ancient allegiance. His enemies confefs, 
that , among the public robbers , Cantacuzene 
alone was moderate and abftemious; and the free 
and voluntary account which he produces of his 
own wealth ” may fuftain the prefumption that- 
it was devolved by inheritance, and not accu- 
mulated by rapine. He does not indeed fpecify 
the value of his money, plate, and jewels; yet, 
after a voluntary gift of two hundred vafes of 
filver , after much had been fecreted by his 
friends and plundered by his foes , his forfeit 
treafures were fufficient for the equipment of a 
fleet of feventy gallies. He does not meafure 
the fize and number of his eflates; but his gra- 
naries were heaped with an incredible ftore of 
wheat and barley ; and the labour of a thoufand 
yoke of oxen might cultivate , according to the 
pradice of antiquity , about fixty-two thoufand 
five hundred acres of arable land His paftures 
were flocked with two thoufand five hundred 
brood mares, two hundred camels, three hundred 
mules, five hundred affes^ five thoufand horned 
cattle, fifty thoufand hogs, and feventy thoufand 
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fhcep : a precious record of rural opulence , in 
the laft period of the empire, and in a land, 
moft probably in Thrace, fo repeatedly wafted 
by foreign and domeftic hoftility. The favour 
of Cantacuzene was above his fortune. In the 
moments of familiarity, in the hour of ficknefs, 
the emperor was defirous to level the diftance; 
between them , and prelled his friend to accept 
the diadem and purple. The virtue of the great 
domeftic, which is attefted by his own pen, 
refifted the dangerous propofal ; but the laft 
teftameiit of Andronicus the younger named him 
the guardian of his fon , and the regent of the 
empire. 

Had the regept found a fuitable return of obe- 
dience and gratitude , perhaps he would have 
adled with pure and zealous fidelity in the fervuce 
of his pupil”. A guard of five hundred foldiers 
watched over his perfon and the palace ; the 
funeral of the late emperor was decently perform- 
ed the capital was filent and fubmilfive ; and 
five hundred letters, which Cantacuzene difpatch- 
ed in the firft month , informed the provinces of 
their lofs and their duty.' The profpeft of a 
tranquil minority was blafted by the great duke 
or admiral .\pocaucus ; and to exaggerate his 
perfidy , the Imperial hiftorian is pleafed to mag- 
nify his own imprudence, in railing him to that 
office againft the advice of his more fagacious 
fovereign. Bold and fubtle , rapacious and profufe, 
the avarice and ambition of Apocauciis were by 
turns fubfervient to each other ; and his talents 

were 
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vere applied* to the ruin of his country. His ar- c h a 
rogance was heightened by the command of a lxiii. , 
naval force and an impregnable caftle, and under 
. the mafic of oaths and flattery he fccretly con« 
fpired againll his benefadlor. The female court by the em. 
of the emprefs was bribed ^nd directed : he en- 
couraged Anne of Savoy to afiert , by the law ’ ' 

of nature , the tutelage of her fon ; the love of • 

•power was difguifed by the anxiety of maternal 
tendernefs; and the founder of the Palseologi had 
inftrudled his •pofterity to dread the example of 
a perfidious guardian. The patriarch John 
Apri, was a proud and feeble old man, encom- 
pafied by a numerous and hungry kindred. He 
produced an obfolcte epiflle of Andronicus, which 
beq^uoathed the prince and people to jiis pious 
care: the fate of his predcccTfor Arfenius prompted 
him to prevent, rather than punilh , the crimes 
of an ufurper ; and Apocaucus fmiled at the 
fuc^efs of his ow-n flattery, when he beheld the 
JByzantine prieft alTuming the ftate and temporal . 

* claims of the Roman pontiff’*. Between three « 
perfons fo different in their fitiiation and character, 
a private league Was concluded ; a fhadow of 
authority was reftored to the fenate ; and ths 
people was tempted by the name Of freedom. By 
this powerful confederacy , the; great domeflic was 
affaulted at firft with clandeftine , at length with • 

open , arms. His prerogatives were difputed ; 
his opinions flighted; his friends pftfecuted ; and 
his fafety was threatened both in the camp and 
city. In his abfence on the public fervice, hft 
VoL. XI N 
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was accufed of treafon ; profcribed as an enemy 
of the church and ftate; and delivered with all 
his adherents , to the fworr^of juftice , the venge- 
ance of the people, and the power of the devil:, 
his fortunes were confifcated ; his aged mother 
was caft into prifon;. all his pad fervices were 
buried in oblivion ; and he was driven by injuftice 
to perpetrate the crime of which he was accufed 
From the review of his preceding condudl. Can-* *. 
tacuzene appears to have been guiltlefs of any 
treafonabl? defigns* and the only ^ufpicion of his 
innocence muft arife from the vehemence of his 
proteftations , and’ the fublime purity which he 
aferibes to his own virtue. While the emprefs 
and the patriarch ftiil affeded the appearances of 
harmony , he repeatedly folicited the permilfoii 
of retiring to a privafe , and even a monadic , 
life. Aftei’ he had been declared a public enemy, 
it was his fervent wi(h to throw himfelf at the 
feet of the young emperor, and to receive witfiout 
a murmur the droke of the executioner; it wa*^ 
not without reludance that he lidened to the * 
voice of reafon , which inculcated the facred duty 
< 5 f faving his family and friends, and proved that 
he could only fave Ihcm by drawing the fword 
and alTuming t'he Imperial, title. 

In the drong city of Demotica , his peculiar 
domain , the emperor John Caiitacuzenus was 
iiiveded witR the purple bufkins : his right leg was 
clothed by hit noble kinfmen , the left by the 
Latin chiefs , on whom he conferred the order 
of knighthood. But even in this ad of revolt , 
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he was ftill ftiidious of loyalty; and the titles of 
John Palxologus and Anne of Savoy were pro- 
claimed before his own name and that of his wife 
Irene. Such vain ceremony is a thin difguife of 
rebellion , nor are there perhaps any perjhnal 
wrongs that can authorife a fubject to take arms 
againft; his fovereign : but the want of preparation 
and fuccefs may confirm the alTurance of tffe 
ufurper, that this decifive ftep was the effed of 
ncceflity rather 'than of choice. Conftantinople 
adhered to the young emperor ; the king of 
Bulgaria was invited to the relief of A drianople : 
the principal cities of Thrace and Macedonia , 
after fome hefitation , renounced their obedience 
to the great domeftic ; and the leaders of the 
troops and provinces were induced , by their 
privMte intercft , to prefer the loofe dominion of 
a woman and a prieft. The army of Cantacuzene, 
in fixteen divifions , was ftationed on the banks 
of the Melas to tempt or intimidate the capital : 
it was difperfed by treachery or fear ; and the 
officers, more efpecially the mercenary Latins, 
accepted the bribes , and embraced the fervice , 
of the Byzantine court. After this lofs , the rebel 
emperor (he fluduated between the twochardders) 
took the rpad of ThefTalonica with a chofen rem- 
nant ; but he failed in his enterprife on that im- 
portant place; and he was clofely purfued by the . 
great duke, his enemy Apocauctis ,• at the head 
of a fuperior power by fda and lanc^. Driven 
from the coafi, in his march , or rather flighty 
into the mountains of Servda , Cantacuzene 
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alTembled his troops to fcrutinize tliofe who were 
worthy and willing to accompany his broken 
fortunes. A bafe majority bowed and retired; 
and his trufty banc^was diminilhedto two thmif- 
and, and at Jaft to live hundred, volunteers. 
The cral , or defpot of the^ Servians, received 
him with generous hofpitality; but the ally was 
ii^enfibly degraded to a fuppliant , an hoftage , 
a captive; and, in this miferable dependence, he 
waited at thd door of the Barbarian , who could 
difpofe of the life and liberty of a Roman em- 
peror, The moft • tempting offers could not 
peifuade the cral to violate his trull; but he foon 
inclined to the flronger fide; and his friend was 
difmilfed without injury to a new vicifTitude of 
hopes and perils. Near fix years the flame of 
difeord bprnt with various fuccefs and unabated 
rage: the cities were diftracted by the faction of • 
the nobles and the plebeians ; the Cantacuzeni 
and Palacologi : and the Bulgarians , the Servians, 
and the Turks, wiere invoked on both fides as 
the inflruments of private ambition and the 
common ruin. The regent deplored the calami- 
ties, of which he was the author and vidim : 
•and bis own experience might didlate a juft and 
lively remark on the different nature of foreign 
and civil war, “'The former,” faid he, “ is the 
external waanth of fummer , always tolerable , 

■“ and often bengficial ; the latter is the deadly 
“ heat, of* a fever, \yhich confumes without a 
“ remedy* the vitals of the conftitution 
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Tlie introdudlion of barbarians and fava^es chap. 
into the contefts of civilized nations, is a meafure ix?h. 
pregnant with fliame and mifehief; whjfh the 
interefl: of the moment may compel, but which* zeue. 
is reprobated b^ the beft principles of humanity^ • 
and reafon. It is the pradice of both fides to 
accufe their *enemies of the guilt of the firll alli- 
ances; and thofe who fail jn their negociations, • 
are louflefl: in their cenfure of ilie example which 
they envy, and would gladly imitate. The Turks 
of Afia were lefs barbarous perhaps than the 
fl^epherds of Bulgaria and Servia ; but their reli- 
gion rendered them the implacable foes of Rome 
and ChViftianity. To acquire the^ friendlhip of 
their emirs , the two fadlions vied with each 
other in bafenefs and profiifion : the dexterity of 
Cantacuzene obtained the preference : but the 
fuccour and Yi‘^Io'‘y were dearly purchafed by 
the iharriage of his daughter with an infidel, the 
captivity of many thoufand Chriflians , and the 
paffage of ^ Ottomans into Europe , the lafl * 
and fatal ftWee in the fall of the Roman empire. 

The inclining fcale.was decided in his favour Jjy 
the death of Apocaucus, the juft, though fin- 
gular, retribution of his crimes. A crowd of 
nobles or plebeians, whom he feared or hated, 
had been feized by his orders in the capital and 
the provinces ; apd the old palace of Conftan- 
tine was alfigned for the place of their confine-, 
ment. Some alterations in raifing the walls, and 
narrowing the cells , had been ingenioufly con- 
trived to prevent their cfcape , and aggravate 
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their mlfery; and the work was inccflantly pref- 
fe^l by. the daily vifits of the tyrant. His guards 
watched at the gate , and as he flood in the in-- 
♦ rer- court to overlook the architeds , without 
fear or fufpicioh , be was aflaulted and laid breath- 
*]c(s on the ground , by two ftfolute prifoners 
of the Palaeologian race ", who were armed with 
• flicks and animated by defpair. On the rumour 
of rev'enge and liberty , the captiv’^e niultitude 
broke their fetters, fortified their prifon, and ex- 
pofed from the battlements the tyrant’s head, 
prefuming on the favour of the people and the 
clemency of the eraprefs. Anne of Savoy might 
rejoice in the fall of an haughty and ambitious mi- • 
oifler, but wViile Ihe delayed to refolve op to adl, 
the populace, more,cfpecially the mariners, were ex- 
cited by the widow of the great duke to afedition, 
an affault, and a malTacre. The prifoners (of whom 
the far greater part were guiltlefs or ingldrious 
of the deed ) efcaped to a neighbouring church : 
they were flaughtered at the foot^f the altar; 
*uul in his death the monfter was n<9 lefs bloody 
and venomous than in his life._^ Yet his talents 
alone upheld the caufe of the young emperor; 
and his furviving affociates ; fufpicious of each 
other, abandoned the condudl of the war, and 
rejeded the faireft terms of accommodation. Izi' 
the beginning of the difpute, the emprefs, felt and 
complained, that Ihe was -deceived by the ene- 
mies pfCantacuzene: the patriarch was employed 
to preach againll the forgivenefs of injuries ; and 
her promife of immortal hatred was' fealed by an 
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oath , under the penalty fSf excommunication 
But Anne foon learned to hate without a teacher: 
file beheld the mi.sfortunes of the empire with 
the indifference of a ftranger: her jealoufy was 
exafperated by the competition of a rival emprefs; 
and on the firff fymptoras of a more yielding 
temper, fhe threatened the patriarch to convene a 
fynod , and degrade him from his -office. Their 
incapacity and difeord would have afforded the 
moft decifive advantage ; but the civil war was 
protradled by the weaknefs of both parties ; and the 
moderation of Cantacuzene^has not q^aped the 
reproach of timidity and indolence. He fuccef- 
lively recovered the provinces and cities; and 
the realm of his pupil was meafured by the walls 
of Conftantinople ; but the nfetropolis alone 
counterbalanced the reft of the empire ; nor could 
he attempt that important conijueft till he had 
fecured in his favour the public Voice and a pri- 
vate correfpondence. An. Italian, of the name 
of Facciolati ”, had fucceeded to the Sffice of 
Jpreat duke: the fhips, the guards, and .the' 

golden gate , were fubjetfl to his command ; 
but his humble ambition was bribed to become 
the inftrument of treachery ; jftid the revolu. 
tion was accomplifhed without danger or blood- 
fhed.* Deftitute of the powers of refiftance , or 
the hope of relief, thfe inflexible Anne would 
have ftill defended the palace, and have fmiled 
to behold the capital in flames ,’ rather than in 
the poffelfion of a rival. She yielded to the 
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CHAP, prayers of her friends ."ffid enemies; and the treaty 
LXIII. >vas didated by the conqueror, who profcfTed a 
loyal and zealous attachment to the fon of his 
» benefador. The marriage of his daughter with 

John Palaeolo^us was at length confum mated: 
the hereditary 'right of the pupil was acknow- 
ledged ; but the foie adminiftration during ten 
years w’as vcfted in the guardian. Two cm- , 
perors and ^ree empreffes were feated on the < 
Byzantine throne; and a general am nefty quieted 
the apprehenfions , *and confirmed the property, 
of the mq^ guilty fubjedls". The fefth'al of the 
coronation and nuptials was celebrated with the 
• • appearances of concord and magnificence , and 

both were equally fallacious. During the late 
troubles , the tfeafures of the ftate , and even the 
furniture of the palace , had been alienated or 
embezzled: the* royal banquet was ferved in 

pewter or earthen-ware ; and fuch was the proud 
poverty, of the times, that the abfence of gold 
and je\^els was fupplied by th»paltry artifices of 
glafij and gilt - leather " 

Beign of I haften to conclude the perfonal hiflory of 
John Cantacuzene He triumphed and reigned ; 

A. o. i 3 « 7 . but his reign add triumph were clouded by the 
January 8— jj£j.Qntent of his own and the adverfe fadion. 
January. His followers might ftyle the general amnefty, 

, ,an ad of pardon for his' enemies , and of obli- 

vion for his friends*': in his caufe , their eftates 
had been forfeited or plundered ; and as they 
wandered naked and hungry through the ftrccts, 
they curfed the felfilh ge^^rofity of a leader; 
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wlio, on the throne of the empire, might lelln- 
quifh without merit his private inheritance. The 
adherents of the emprefs blufhed to hold their 
lives and fortunes by the precarious favour of an 
ufurper; and. the thirft of reveiigc was concealed 
by a tender coppern for the fucceffion, and even 
the fafety , of her fqn. They were juflly alarm- 
ed by a petition of the friends of Cantacuzene , 
that they might be releafed from their oath of al- 
legiance to the Palxologi ; and entrufted with the 
defence of fpme cautionary towns; ameafurefup- 
ported with- argument^and eloquence; and which 
was rejedled ( fays the Imperial hiftorian ) “ by 
“ my fublime, and almoft incredible, virtue.’* 
His repofe was difturbed by the found of plots 
and feditions ; and he trembled , left the lawful 
prince fhould be ftolen away by fome foreign 
or domeftic enemy, who would inferibe his^iai-ne 
and his wrongs in the banners of rebellion, ^s 
the fon of Andronicus advanced in the years of^ 
manhood, he began to feel and to adt for hipi- 
fdf; and bis rifing ambition was rather ftimulated 
than checked by the imitation of his father’s vi- 
ces. If we may truft his own prPfeffions , Can- 
tacuzene laboured with honeft induftry ^o cor- 
redl thefe fordid and fenfual agpetites , and to 
raife the mind of the young prince to a,Jevel with 
his fortune. In the Servian expedition , the two 
emperors fliewed themfelves in cordial harmony 
to the troops and provinces ; and the younger 
colleague was initiated by the elder in the myfte- 
ries of. war and government. After the conclufion 
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CHAP, of the peace , Palaeologus was left at Theflalo- 
LXiii. nica, a royal refidence, and a frontier llation, 
to fecure by his abfence the peace of Conftaiitino- 
ple, and to withdraw his youth from the tempta- 
tions of a luxurious capital. But the diftance weak- 
ened the powers of control , gnd the fon of 
Andronicus was filrrounded with artful or un- 
• thinking companions , who taught him to hate 
his guardian, to deplore his exile, and to vin- 
dicate, his rights. A private treaty with the 
cral or defpot of Servia, was foon followed by 
an open revolt; and Cant^cuzene, on the throne 
of the elder Andronicus, defended the caufe of 
age and prerogative , which in his youth he had 
fo vigoroufly attacked. At his requeft, the em- 
■prefs mother undertook the voyage of Theflalo- 
nica, and the office of mediation: Ihe returned 
without fuccefs; ajid unlefs Anne of Savoy was 
.n^rudled by adverfity, we may doubt the fin- 
f • ^cerity, or at leaft the ferx'our, of her zeal. While 

thp regent grafped the feeptre with a firm and 
vigorous hand, fhe had been inftruded to de- 
clare, that the ten years of his legal adminiftradon 
would foon efapfe; and that after a full trial of 
« . the va^iity of the world, the emperor Canta- 

• cuzene fighed for the repofe of* a cloyfter, and 

> was ambit|pus only of an heavenly crown. Had 

thefe fentiraents been genuine , his voluntary ab- 
, * dication would have reftored the peace of the 

empire, and his confcience would have been re- 
lieved by an ad of juftice. Palaeologus alone 
, was refponfible for his future government; and 
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wliaterer might be his vices, they were* furely c h a f. 
lefs formidable than the calamities .of a civil war, joh„ 
in which the Barbarian? and infidels were again logu* takes 
invited to* alTift the Greeks in their mutual dc- 
ftrudlion. By the arms of the Turks, who now a. d. 13^3. 
flruck a deep and everlafling root in Europe, 

Cantacuzene prevailed in the third contcll in- » • *, 

•which he had been involved; and the. ‘young . 
emperor , driven from the fea and land , was 
compelled to take flfdter among the Latins of 
the ifle of Tenetlos. His infolence and obdinacy 
provoked the vidlor to a ftep which mud render 
the quarrel irreconcileable : and the adbeiation of 
liis fon Matthew , whom he. inveded with the 
purple , edablifhed the fucceflion in the family 
of the Cantacuzeni. But Condantinople w»s dill 
attached to the blood of her ancient princes : and , 

this lad injury accelerated the reftoration of the * ’ 

rightful heir. A noble Genoefe efpoufed the caufe 
of Palaeologus , obtained a promife of his fider, 
and atchieved the revolution with two gallies 
and two thoufand five hundred auxiliaries. Ui\- 
tler the* pretence of didrefs, they were admitted ‘ 
into the lefTer port; a- gate was opened, and the 
Latin Ihout of, “ long life and vidlory to the em- 
“ peror, John Paixologus ! ” was anfwcred by a 
general rifing in his favour. A numerous and 
loyal’party yet adhered to the dandard of Can- 
tacuzene :• but he afferts in 'his hidory (does he 
hope for belief?) that his tender confcience re- 
jedled the alTurance of conqued; that; in free 
obedience to the voice of religion and philofophy, 
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lie defcended from the throne , ‘and embraced 
with pleafure the monaftic habit and profeflion 
So foon a.s he ceafed to be a prince, his fuccef- 
for was not unwilling that he fliould*be a faint: 
the remainder of his life was devoted to piety 
and learning ; in the cells of Conftantinople and 
•mount Athos , the>monk Joafaph was refpedtcd 
as the’.temporal and fpiritual father, of the empe- 
ror; and if he iffued from his retreat, it was as 
the minifter of peace, tcuTubdue the obftinacy, 
«nd folicit the p.ardon, or his rebellious fon 
Yet in the cloyftcr, the mind of Cantacuzene 
was ftill excrcifed by theological war. He fliarp- 
cned a controv'erfial pen againft the Jews and 
Mahometans and in every ftate, he defended 
with tqual zeal the divine light of mount Thabor, 
a memorable queftion which confummates the 
religious follies of the Greeks. The fakirs of 
India ”, and the monks of the Oriental church, 
were alike perfuaded, that, in total abftradion 
of the faculties of the mind and body, the purer 
fpirit may afeend to the enjoyment and vifion of 
the Deity. The opinion and practice of the mo- 
nafteries of mount Athos will be beft repre- 
fented in the words of an abbot, who flouriflied 
in the eleventh century. “ When thou art alone 
“ in thy cell,” fays the afcetic teacher, “ fhut 
“ thy door, and feat thyfclf in a corner;’ raife 
thy mind above all things vain.and tranfitory; 
“ recline thy bearef and chin on thy breaft; turn 
“ thy eyes and thy thought towards the middle 
^ of thy belly , the region of the navel j and 
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fearch the place o£ the heart , the feat of the chap. 
“ foul. At firll, all will be dark and comfortlefs; lxiii. ’ 
“ but if you perfcvere day and night, you will 
“ feel an ineffable joy< and no fooner has the 
“ foul difeovered the place of the heart, than it 
“ is involved in a myflic and ethereal light.” This * 

light, the .production of a diftempered fancy, the 
creature of an empty ftomach and an empty brain, 
was adored by the Quietifts as. the pure and per- • 

fed elfence of God himfelf; and as long as the 
folly was confined to mount Athos , the firtiple 
folitaries were not inquifitive how the divine ef- • 
fence could be a material fubftance , or how an 
immaterial fubftance could be perceived by the . 
eyes of the body. But in the reign of the younger 
Anflronicus , thefe monafteries were vifiteyj by 
Barlaam ”, a Calabrian monk,* who was equally 
fkilled in philofophy and theology; who poirefied 
the languages of the Greeks and Latins ; and 
whofe verfatile genius could maintain their op- 
pofite crpeds , according to the intereft of the 
moment. The indiferetion .of an afcetic revealed 
to the curious traveller the fecrets of mental 
prayer; and Barlaam embraced the opportunity 
of ridiculing the Quictifts, who placed the foul 
in the navel ; of accufing^the monks of mount 
^•Athos of herefy and blafphemy. His attack com- 
pelled the more learned to renounce or diffcmble 
the fimple devotion of their brethren; and Gre- 
gory Palamas introduced a fcholaftic diftindtioa 
.between the effence and operation of God. His 
* inacceffible effence dwells in the midft of an 
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uncreated and eternal light; and this beatific vifion 
of the faints had been manifeftec! to the difciples 
on mount Thabor, in the tfans-figuration of Chrifl:. ■ 
Yet this diftimflion could rfot cfcepe the reproach , 
of polytheifm; the eternity of the light of Thabor 
■was fiercely denied ; and Barlaam flill charged the ’ 
Palamites with holding two eternal fobftances , 
a vifible and ah invifiblc God. From the rage 
of the monks of mount Athos, who threatened 
his life, the Calabrian retired to Conftantinople, 
whef^ his fmooth and fpecious manners introdu- 
« *, ced him to the favour of the grejlt domeflic and 

the emperor. The court and the city were in- 
• ‘volvcd in this theological difpiite, which flamed 
. amidft the civil war; but the dodfrine of Bai^iiam 
was 4ifgraced by his flight and apoftacy: the I^a- 
lamites triumphed and their adverfary, the pa- 
triarch John of Apri, was depofed by the confent 
of the, adverfe fadions of. the flatc. In the char- 
ader of emperor and theologian, Cantacuzene 
prefidet^in the fynod of the Greek church, which 
V eflablifhed , as- an article of faith , the uncreated 
light of mount Thabor; and, after fo many in- 
'' fults, the reafon of mankind was flightly wound- 
ed by the addition of a Angle abfurdity. Many 
rolls* of paper or parchment have been blotted; 
and the impenitent fedaries, who refufed to fub- *' 

' feribe the orthodox creed , were deprived of thg 

' honours ofChrifti.au burial: but in. the next age' 

the queftion was forgotten ; nor can 1 learn that 
the axe or the faggot were employed ,for the • 
e^l^rpation of the Bariaamite hcrefy 
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For the conclufion of this chapter, I have re- c h A P. 
ferved the Genoefe war , which fhook the throne Lxiii. 
of Cantacuzene , and betrayed the d.ebility of the Eftabiish- 
Grei k empire. The Genoefe, who, after the 
recovery of Conftantinople , were feated in the Pera ot Ga- 
fuburb of Pera or Galata, received that honourable „ 

. A. D* 

fief from the bounty of the emperor. They were 1251 — 13»7.* 
indulged in the ufe of their laws and magiftrates; ‘ t 

but they fubniitted to the duties of valTals and 
fubjedls : the forcible word of liegemen ’’ w^s bor-' * 
rowed from the Latin jurifprudence ; and their . * 

podefia, or chi&f, before he entered on his office, 
faluted the emperor with loyal acclamations and 
vows of fidelity. Genoa fealed a firm alliance . 
with the Greeks; and, in cafe of a defenfivp 
war , a fupply of fifty empty gallies , and a fuc- 
cour of fifty gallies completely armed and manned, , 
was promifed by the republic to the empire. In 
the revival of a naval force , it was the aim of 
Michael Palaeologus to deliver himfelf from a 
foreign aid ; and his vigorous government con- 
tained the Genoefe^ of Galata within thofe limits 
which the infolence of wealth and freedom pro- , 
voked them to exceed.’ A failor threatened that 
*hey Ihould foon be mailers of Conftantinople , • 
and flew the Greek who refented this national 
affront; and an armed veffel , after refufing^to 
falute the palace, was guilty of fome adls of 
piracy in the Bla*ck . Sea. ’ Their countrymen 
threatened to fupport their egufe; but the long , 
and open village of Galata was inftantly furround- 
ed by the Imperial troops; till, in the moment 
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c*H A p. of the afTauIt , the proftrate Gcnoeffc implored 
LXiii. the clemency of their fovereign. The dcfencelefs 
fituation which fecured their obedience, expofed ' 

• them to the attack of their Venetian rn^aIs , who 
in the reign of the elder Androniens, prefumed 
to violate the majefty of the throne. On the 
approach of their fleets, the Genoefe, with their 

■ ’ families and effects, retired into the city : their 

empty habitations were reduced to aflies ; and 
* 'the fe.eble prince, who had viewed the deftruc- 
' tion of his fuburb , exprefled his refentment , not 

by arms , but by ambafladors^ This misfortune, 
however , was advantageous to the Genoefe , 

, who obtained , and imperceptibly abufed , the , 
dangerous licence of furrounding Galata with a 
, .Itrong wall; of introducing into the ditch the 
^ ^waters of the fea; of eredling lofty turrets; and 
of mounting a train of military engines on the 
rampart. The narrow bounds in which they had 
been circumferibed , were infuflicient for the 
* growing colony ; each day they acquired fome • 
addition of landed property ^ and the adjacent 

bills were covered with their villas and caftles , 

• ... * ^ 

‘ • which they joined and proteded by new fortifl. 

. • cations The navigation and trade of the Euxinoi 

was the patrimony of tlie Greek emperors , who 

' commanded the narrow entrance, the gates, as 

it were , of that inland fea. In the reign of 

Michael Palseologus* their prerogative was ac- 

^ knowledged by thc/ultan of Egypt , who folicited 

and obtained the liberty of fending an annual 

fhip for the purchafe of Awes in CircaAia and 

the 
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the LefTer Tartary; a liberty pregnant with mif- chap. 
chief to the Chriftian caufe; fince thefe youths lxhi. 
^vere transformed by education and difeipline 
into the formidable Mamalukes From the 
colony of Pera , the Genoefe engaged with ij„ce. 
fuperior advantage in the lucrative trade of the 
Black Sea; and their induftry fupplied the Greeks 
with filh and corn ; two articles of food aim oft 
equally important to a fuperftitious people. The 
fpontaneous bounty of nature appears to have 
beftowed the harvefts of the Ukraine, the pro- 
duce of a rude and favage huflrandry ; and the 
endlefs exportation of fait fifli and caviar is an- 
irually renewed by the enormous fturgeons that 
are caught at the mouth of the Don or Tanais, 
in their laft ftation of the rich mud and fltallow 
water of the Maeotis The waters of the Oxiis, 
the Cafpian , the Volga,, and the Don, opened 
a rare and laborious paffage for the gems and 
fpices of India; and, after three months march, » 
the caravans of Carizme met the Italian veffels 
in the harbours of Crimiea'*^. Thefe various 
branches of trade were monopolized by the dili- 
gence and power of the Genoefe. Their rivals 
of Venice and Pifa were forcibly expelled ; the 
natives were awed by the callles and cities ,* 
which arofe on the foundations of their humble 
fatftories ; and their principal eftabiifhment of 
Caffa *’ was befieged without efleiftby the 7 'artar 
powers;. Deftitute of a navy, the Greeks were 
oppreffed by thefe haughty merchants, who fed, 
or faraiflied , Conftantinople , according to then 
VoL. XL O 
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intereft. They proceeded to ufurp the cuftoms , 
the fifiiery, and even the toll, of the Bofphorus ; 
and while they derived from thefe objedts a re- 
venue of two hundred thoufand pieces of gold , 
a remnant of thirty thoufand was reludantly 
allowed to the emperor The colony of Pera 
or Galata adted , in peace and war, as an inde- 
pendent Hate ; and , as it will happen in dillant 
fetllcments , the Genoefe podefta too often forgot 
that he was the fervant of his own mafters. 

Thefe ufurpations were encouraged by the 
weaknefs of the elder Andronicus, and by the 
civil wars that afflidled his age and the minority 
of his grandfon. The talents of Cantacuzene 
v/ere employed to the ruin , rather than the re- 
Iforation , of the empire ; and after his domeftic 
victory , he was condemned to an ignominious 
trial, whether the Greeks or the Genoefe fhould 
reign in Conftantinople. The merchants of Pera 
were offended by his refufal of fome contiguous 
Jands , fome commanding heights, which they 
propofed to cover with new fortifications ; and in 
the abfence of the emperor, who was detained 
.at Demotica by ficknefs , they ventured to brave 
the debility of a female reign. A Byzantine 
velTel , which had prefumed to filh at the mouth 
of the harbour , was funk by thefe audacious 
Arangers; the fdhermcn were murdered. Inftead 
of filing for pardon , the Genoefe demanded fatis- 
fadtion; required in an haughty ftrain, that the 
Greeks fliould renounce the excrcife of navigation ; 
aiid encountered w'itb regqjar arms the firft Lilies 
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of the popular indignation. They inftantly oc- chap. 
copied the debateable land ; and by the labour lxiii. 
of a whole people , of either fex and of every 
age, the wall Was railed , and the ditch was 
funk, with incredible fpeed. At the fame time, 
they attacked and burnt two Byzantine gallies; 
while the three others, the remainder of the Im- 
perial navy , efcaped from their hands : the habit- 
ations without the gates , or along the fhore , 
were pillaged and deftroyed ; and the care of 
the regent, of the emprefs Irene, was confined 
to the prefervation of the city. The return of 
Cantaenzene difpelled the public confternation : 
the emperor inclined to peaceful counLls; but 
he yielded to the obftinacy of his enemies, who 
rejeded all reafonablc terms , and to the ardour 
of his fubjeds, who threatened, in the ftyle of 
feripture, to break them in pieces like a potter’s 
velTcl. Yet they reluctantly paid the taxes , ' 
that he impofed for the conllruclion of fliips , 
and the expences of the war ; and as the two 
nations were matters , the one of the land, the 
other of the fea , Conttantinoplc and Pera were 
prelfed by the evils of a mutual fiege. The 
merchants of the colony , who had believed that 
few days would terminate the war, already 
• murmured at their Ioffes; the fuccours from theif 
mother-country were delayed by the fadions of 
Genoa ; and the mott cautious embraced the op- 
portunity of a Rhodian veffel to remove their 
families and effeds from the fcenc of hottility. In neftmetioa 
the fpring, the Byzantine fleet, feven gallics d* 

O ? 
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a train of fmaller vefTels, iffued from the mouth 
of the harbour, and fleered in a fingle line along 
the fliore of Pcra ; unfkilfully prefenting their 
fides to the beaks of the adverfe fquadron. The 
crews were compofed of peafaivts and mechanics ; 
nor was their ignorance compenfated by the native 
courage of Barbarians: the wind was ftrong, the 
.waves were rough ; and no fooner did the Greeks 
perceive a diflant and inadive enemy , than they 
leaped headlong into the fea, from a doubtful, to an 
inevitable, peril. The troops that marched to the 
attack of the lines of Pera were ftruck at the fame 
moment with a fimilar panic ; and the Genoefe 
were afloniflied , and almoft afliamed , at their 
double victory. Their triumphant veffels , crown- 
ed with flowers , and dragging after them the 
captive gallies , repeatedly paffed and repalTed 
before the palace : the only virtue of the emperor 
was patience; and the hope of revenge his foie 
confolation. Yet the dillrefs of both parties 
interpofed a temporary agreement ; and the fhame 
of the empire was difguifed by a thin veil of 
dignity and power. Summoning the chiefs of 
the colony, Cantacuzene alFeded to defpife the 
trivial object of the debate; and, after a mild 
reproof, mofl liberally granted the lands, which# 
had been prevdoufly refigned to the feeming • 
cuflody of his officers 

, But the emperor was foon folicited to violate 
the treaty , and to join his arms with the Vene- 
tians, the perpetual enemies of Genoa and her 
colonies. While he compared the reafons of 
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peace and war, his moderation was provoked by c ji a p. 
a wanton infiilt of the inhabit.ants of Pera , who i.xiii. 
difeharged from their rampart a large ftone that ‘s 
fell in the midfl of Conllantinople. On his jufl 
complaint , they coldly blamed the Imprudence 
of their engineer ; but; the next day the infult 
was repeated, and they exulted in a fecond proof 
that the royal city was not beyond the reach of 
their artillccy. Cantacuzene inftantly figned his 
treaty with the Venetians ; but the weight of 
the Roman empire was fcarcely felt , in the balance 
of thefe opulent and powerful republics From 
the ftreights of Gibraltar to the mouth of the 
Ta nais , their fleets encountered each other with 
various fuccefs ; and a memorable battlf was 
fought in the narrow fea, under the walls of 
Conftantinople. It would not be an cafy tafk to 
reconcile the accounts of the Greeks, the Vene- 
tians, and the Genoefe ; and while 1 depend 
on the narrative of an impartfal hiflorian ”, I fliall 
borrow from each nation the fads that redound 
to their own difgrace , and the honour of their 
foes. The Venetians, with their allies the Cata- 
lans, had the advantage of number; and their 
fleet, with the poor addition of eight Byzantine 
gallies , amounted to feventy-five fail : the Ge- 
roefe did not exceed fixty-four ; but in thofc 
times their Ihips of war were diftinguiflied by 
the fuperiority of their fize and ftrength. The 
names and families of their naval commanders , 

Pifani and Doria, are illuftrious in the annals of 
their country ; but the perfonal merit of the • 

O 3 


Digitized by Google 


198 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP, former was eclipLd by the fame and abilities of 
Lxiii. his rival. They engaged in tempeftuous wea- 
ther; and the tumultuary conflict was continued 
from the dawn to the extindion of light. The 
enemies of the Genoefe applaud their prowefs : 
the friends of the Venetians are diffatisHed with 
their behaviour; but all parties agree in praifing 
the fkill and boldnefs of the Catalans , who , 
with many wounds , fuftained the brunt of 
the adion. On the reparation of the fleets , 
the event might appear doubtful ; but the 
thirteen Genoefe gallies , that had been funk 
or taken , were compenfated by a double lofs 
of the allies; of fourteen Venetians, ten Catalans, 
and CNvo Greeks; and even the grief of the con- 
querors exprefled the affurance and habit of 
more decifive vidories. Pifani confefled hi* 
defeat, by retiring into a fortified harbour, from 
whence , under the pretext of the orders of the 
fenate , he fleered 'with a broken and flying 
fquadron for the ifle of Candia, and abandoned 
to his rivals the fovereignty of the fea. In a 
, public epiflle addreffed to the doge and fenate, 

Petrarch employs his eloquence to reconcile the 
r maritime powers , the two luminaries of Italy. 
The orator celebrates the valour and vidory of 
the Genoefe, the firft of men in the exercife of 
naval war : he drops a tear on the misfortunes of 
their Venetian brethren; but he exhorts them to 
purfue with fire and fword the bafe and perfi- 
dious Greeks ; to purge the metropolis of the 
• Eafl from the herefy with which it was infeded- 
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Defertcd by their friends , the Greeks were chat, 
•incapable of refrftance ; and three montlis after i.xiii. 
the battle , the emperor Cantacuzene folicited Their trr.ity 
and fubferibed a treaty, which for ever banifhed 
the Venetians and Catalans, and granted to the-'i»y«- 
Genoefe a monopoly of trade , and alraoft a 
right of dominion. The Roman empire (I fmile 
in tranferibing the name) might foon have funk: 
into a province of Genoa, if the ambition of the 
republic had not been checked by the ruin of 
her freedom and naval power. A long conteft 
of one hundred and thirty years was determined 
by the triumph of Venice; and the factions of 
the Genoefe compelled them to feek for domeftic 
peace under the protetffion of a. foreign lord, the 
duke of Milan , or the French king. Yet the 
fpirit of commerce furvived that of conqueft ; 
and the colony of Pera ftill awed the capital and 
navigated the Euxine , till it was involved by 
the Turks in the final fervitude of Conftantinople 
itfelf. 
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Conquejh of Tingis Khan and the Moguls from China 
to Poland. — Efcape of Conjiantinople and the 
Greeks . — Origin of the Ottoman Turks in Eithijnia . — 
lieiijns and Victories of Othman , Orchan , Amurath 
the I'irjl , and Bajazet the Firjf. — Foundation and 
Progrefs of the Turkish Monarchy in AJia and 
Europe. — Danger of Confantinople and the Greek 
Empire, 

From the petty quarrels of a city and her 
fuburbs, from the cowardice and difeord of the 
falling Greeks, I fhall now afeend to the vitflo- 
rious Turks; whofe domeftic flavery was ennobled 
by martial difeipline, religious enthufiafm , and 
the energy of the national charadler. The rife 
and progrefs of the Ottomans , the prefent fover- 
eigns of Conftantinople , are conneded with the 
moR important feenes of modern hiRory : but 
they are founded on a previous knowledge of 
the great eruption of the Moguls and Tartars; 
whofe rapid conqueRs may be compared- with 
the primitive convulfions of nature, which have 
agitated and altered the furface of the globe. I 
have long fince afferted my claim to introduce 
the nations , the immediate or remote authors of 
the fall of the Roman empire ; nor can 1 refufe 
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iTiyfelf to tbofe events, which, from their uncom- 
mon magnitude , will intereft a philofophic mind 
in the hiftory of blood 

From the fpacious highlands between China, 
Siberia, and the Cafpian Sea, the tide of emigra- 
tion and war has repeatedly been poured. Thefe 
ancient feats of the Huns and Turks were occu- 
])ied in the twelfth century by many pafloral 
tribes , of the fame defeent and fimilar manners, 
which were united and led to conquefl; by the 
formidable Zingis. In his afeent to greatnefs , 
that Barbarian (whofc private appellation was 
Temugin) had trampled on the necks of his 
equals. His birth was noble; but it was in the 
pride of vidlory , that the prince or people de- 
duced his feventh anceftor from the immaculate 
conception of a virgin. His father had reigned 
over thirteen hords, which compofed about thirty 
or forty thoufand families: above two-thirds rc- 
fufed to pay tithes or obedience to his infant 
fon; and at the age of thirteen, Temugin fought 
a battle againft his rebellious fubjeds. The future 
conqueror of Afia was reduced to fly and to 
obey i but he rofe fuperior to his fortune ,. and in 
his fortieth year he had eftabliflied his fame and 
dominion over the circumjacent tribes. In a ftate 
of fociety, in which policy is rude and valour is 
univerfal , the afeendant of one man muft be 
founded on his power and refolution to punifli 
his enemies and recorapenfe his friends. His firfl 
military league was ratified by the Ample rites 
of facrificing an horfe and tailing of a running 
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flrcam: Temugiii pledged himfelf to divide with 
his followers the fweets and the bitters of life; 
and, when he had fliared among them his horfes 
and apparel, he was rich in their gratitude and 
his own hopes. After his firfl; vidory, he placed 
feventy chaldrons on the fire, and feventy of the 
moft guilty rebels were caft headlong into the 
boiling water. The fphere of his attraction was 
continually enlarged by the ruin of the proud 
and the fubmiflion of the prudent; and the boldefl 
chieftains might tremble , when they beheld , 
enchafed in filver, the n<ull of the khan of the 
Keraites ’ ; who , under the name of Prefter John, 
had correfponded with the Roman pontiff and 
the princes of Europe. The ambition of Tcmugin 
condefcended to employ the arts of fuperftition ; 
and it was from a naked prophet , who could 
afcend to heaven on a white horfe, that he ac- 
cepted the title of Zingis *, the moji great ^ and a 
divine right to the conqueft and dominion of the 
earth. In a general couroultai, or diet, he was 
feated on a felt, which was long afterwards re- 
vered as a relic , and folemnly proclaimed great 
khan, or emperor, of the Moguls * and Tartars *. 
Of thefe kindred, though rival, names, the for- 
mer had given birth to the Imperial race ; and 
the latter has been extended , by accident or er- 
ror, over the fpacious wildernefs of the north. . 

The code of laws which Zingis didated to his 
fubjeds , was adapted to the prefcrvation ©f do- 
meftic peace, and the excrcife of foreign hofti- 
■ iity. The punifhment of death v/as inflided on 
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the crimes of adultery, murder, perjury, and the 
capital thefts of an hojfe or ox; and the fierceft 
of men were mild and jufl in their intercourfe 
with each other. The future cledlion of the great 
khan was vefted in the princes of his family and 
the heads of the tribes; and the regulations of 
the cbace were effcntial to the pleafures and 
plenty of a Tartar camp. The vidorious nation 
was held facred from all fervile labours, which 
were abandoned to flaves and flrangers ; and 
every labour was fervile except the profelTion of 
arms. The fervice and difeipline of the troops, 
who were armed with »bows , feymetars , and 
iron maces, and divided by hundreds, thoufands, 
and ten thoufands, were the inftitutions of a ve- 
teran commander. Each oflPicer and foldier was 
made refponfible , under pain of death , for the 
fafety and honour of his companions ; and the 
fpirit of conqueft breathed in the law, that peace 
fhould never be granted unlefs to a vanquiflied 
and fuppliant enemy. But it is the religion of 
Zingis that bed deferves our wonder and applaufe. 
The Catholic inquifitors of Europe, who defend- 
ed nonfenfe by cruelty, might have been con- 
founded by the example of a Barbarian, who an- 
ticipated the Icffons of philofophy *, and eftabJilhed 
by his laws a fyftem of pure theifm and perfed 
toleration. His firft and only article of faith was 
the exiftence of one God, the author of all good; 
who fills by his prefence the heavens and earth, - 
which he has created by his power. The Tartars 
and Moguls were addided to the idols of their ‘ 
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CHAP, peculiaf" tribes; and many of them had been coii- 
ixiv. verted by the foreign milTionaries to the religions 
of Mofes , of Mahomet, and of Chrift. 'Ihefe 
various fyftems in freedom and concord , were 
taught and pradlifed within the prccincls of the 
fame camp; and the Bonze, the Imam, the Rab- 
bi , the Neftorian and the Latin prieft, enjoyed 
the fame honourable exemption from ferv'ice and 
tribute : in the mofch of Bochara , the infolent 
vidor might trample the koran under his horfes 
feet, but the calm legiflator refpected the pro- 
phets and pontiffs of the mofl: hollile feds. The 
reafon of Zingis was no» informed by books; the 
khan could neither read nor write; and, except 
the tribe of the Igours, the greateft part of the 
Moguls and Tartars were as illiterate as their 
fovereign. The memory of their exploits was 
preferved by tradition : fixty-eight years after the 
death of Zingis , thefe traditions were colleded 
and tranferibed the brevity of their domellic 
annals may be fupplied by the Chinefe *, Per- 
fians *, Armenians Syrians Arabians 
Greeks”, Ruflians”, Poles”, Hungarians”, and 
Latins ” ; and each nation will deferve credit in 
the relation of their own difafters and defeats 

His invarion The arms of Zingis and his lieutenants fuccef- 
fively reduced the hords of the defert , who 

isio — I1I4.- pitched their tents between the wall of China and 
the Volga; and the Mogul emperor became the 
'monarch of the paftoral world, the lord of many' 
millions of fhepherds and foldiers, who felt their 
united ftrength , and were impatient to rufh on 
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tlie mild and wealthy climates of the South. His 
ancellors had been the tributaries of the Chinefe 
emperors; and Temugin himfelf had been dif- 
graced by a title of honour and fervitude. The 
court of Pekin was alloniflied by an embalTy 
from its former valTal, who, in the tone of the 
king of nations , exaded the tribute and obe- 
dience which he had paid , and who affeded to 
treat the fan of heaven as the moft contemptible 
of mankind. An haughty anfwer difguifed their 
fecrct apprehenfions ; and their fears were foon 
juftified by the march of innumerable fquadronsj 
who pierced on all fides the feeble rampart 
of the great wall. Ninety cities were ftormed, 
or ftarved, by the Moguls ; ten only efcaped ; 
and Zingis, from a knowledge of the filial 
piety of the Chinefe, covered his vanguard with 
their captive parents; an unworthy, and by de- 
grees a fruitlefs* abufe of the virtue of his ene- 
mies. His invafion was fupported by the revolt 
of an hundred thoufand Khitans, who guarded 
the frontier: yet he liftened to a treaty; and a 
princefs of China, three thoufand horfes, five 
hundred youths and as many virgins, and a tri- 
bute of gold and filk, were the price of his re- 
treat. In his fecond expedition , he compelled 
the Chinefe emperor to retire beyond the yellow- 
river to a more fouthern refidence. The fiege of 
Pekin ” was long and laborious: the inhabitants 
were reduced by famine to decimate and devour' 
their fellow- citizens ; when their ammunition 
was fpent, they difeharged ingots of gold and 
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filver from their engines ; but the Moguls intro- 
duced a mine to the centre of the capital ; and 
the conflagration of the palace burnt above thirty 
days. China was defolated by Tartar war and 
domeftic fadion; and the five northern provinces 
were added to the empire of Zingis. 

In the Weft, he touched the dominions of 
Mohammed fultan of Carizme, who reigned from 
the Perlian Gulf to the borders of India and 
Turkeftan; and who, in the proud imitation of 
Alexander the Great, forgot the fervitude and 
ingratitude of his fathers to the houfe of Seljuk. 
It was the willi of Zingis to eftablifli a friendly 
and commercial intercourfe with the moft power- 
ful of the Moflem princes; nor could he be 
tempted by the fecret folicitations of the caliph 
of Bagdad , who facrificed to his perfonal wrongs 
the fafety of the church and ft^itc. A rafh and 
inhuman deed provoked and juftified the Tartar 
arms in the invafion of the fouthern Afia. A ca- 
ravan of three ambafladors and one hundred and 
fifty merchants , was arrefted and murdered at 
Otrar, by the command of Mohammed; nor was 
it till after a demand and denial of juftice , till be 
had prayed and fafted three nights on a mountain, 
that the Mogul emperor appealed to the judg- 
ment of God and his fword. Our luiropean 
battles, fays a philofophic writer '*, are petty 
fkirmilhes, if compared to the numbers that have 
fought and fallen in the fields of Afia. Seven 
hundred thoufand Moguls and Tartars are faid 
to have rnarched under the ftandard of Zingis* 
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and his four fons. In the vaft plains that extend c h a i>. 
to the north of the Sihon or Jaxartes, they were ixiv,. 
encountered by four hundred thoufand foldiers of 
the fultan ; and in the firft battle , which was 
fufpended by the night, one hundred and fixty 
thoufand Carizmians were flain. Mohammed was 
aftoniflied by the multitude and v'alour of his 
enemies : he withdrew Iroin the feene of danger, 
and diftributed his troops in the frontier towns, 
trufting that the Barbarians , invincible in the 
field, would be repulfed by the length and dif- 
ficulty of fo many regular fieges. But the prudence 
of Zingis had formed a body of Chinefe engineers, 

(killed in the mechanic arts, informed perhaps of 

the fecret of gunpowder, and capable, under his 

difciplme , of attacking a foreign country with * 

more vigour and fuccefs than they had defended ^ • 

their own. d'he Perfian hillorians will relate the 

fieges and redudlion of Otrar, Cogende, Bochara, 

Samarcand , Carizme, Herat, Merou , Nifabour, 

Balch , and Candahar; and the conquell of the 
rich and populous countries of Tranfoxiana, Ca- 
rizrae , and Chorafan. The deftrudlive hoflilities 
of Attila and the Huns have long fince been elu- 
cidated by the example of Zingis and the Mo- 
guls; and in this more proper place I (hall be 
content to obferve, that, from the Cafpian to 
the Indus, they ruined a trad of many hundred 
miles, which was adorned with the habitations 
and labours of mankind , and that five centuries 
have not been fufficient to repair the ravages of 
four years. The Mogul emperor encouraged or 


Digitized by Googte 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP, indulged the fury of his troops : the hope of 

I.X1V. future pofl'eflion was loft in the ardour of rapine 
and flaughter; and the caiife of the war exafper- 
ated their native fiercenefs by the pretence of 
juftice and reve.nge. The downfal and death of 
the fultan Mohammed , who expired unpitied 
, and alone, in a defert ifland of the Cafpian Sea, 

is a poor atonement for the calamities of which 
he was the author. Could the Carizmian em- 
pire have been faved by a fingle hero, it would 
have been faved by his fon .Gdaleddin , whofc 
adive valour repeatedly checked the Moguls in 
the career of vidory. Retreating, as he fought, 
to the banks of the Indus, he was oppreffed by 
their innumerable hoft, till, in the laft moment 
of defpair, Gelaleddin fpurred his horfe into the 
waves, fwam one of the broadeft and monft ra- 
pid riVers of Afia, and extorted the admiration 
and applaufe of Zingis himfelf. It was in this 
camp that the Mogul conqueror yielded with 
reludance to the murmurs of his weary and 
wealthy troops, who fighed for the enjoyment of 
their native land. Incumbered with the fpoils of 
Afia , he flowly meafured back his footfteps, 
betrayed fomc pity for the mifery of Uie van- 
quiflied, and declared his intention of rebuilding 
the cities which had been fwept away by the 
tempeft of his arms. After he had repaffed the 
Oxus and Jaxartes, he was joined by two gene- 
rals, whom he had detached with thirty thou- 
fand horfe, to fubdue the weftern provinces of 
Fcrfia. They had trampled on the nations which 
, oppofed 
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oppofed their palTage , penetrated through the 
gates of Derbend, traverfed the Volg.1 and the 
Defert, and accompliflied the circuit of the Caf- 
pian Sea, by an expedition which had nevei* 
been attempted, and has never been repeated. 
The return of Zingis was fignalized by the over- 
throw of the rebellious or independent 'kingdom? 
of Tartary; and he died in the fulnefs of }'ears 
and glory, with his laft breath exhorting and in- 
ftru^ling his fons to atchieve ths conqueft of the 
Chinefe empire. 

The haram of Zingis was compofed of five 
hundred wives and concubines ; and of his nu- 
merous progeny, four fons, illuftrious by theif 
birth and merit, exercifed under their father the 
principal offices of peace and war. Toufhi was 
bis great huntfman , Zagatai his judge, Odai 
his minifter, and Tuli his general; and their 
names and adions are often confpicuous in the 
hiftory of his conquefls Firmly united for their 
own and the public intereft, the three brothers 
and their families were content with dependent 
feeptres; and Odai, by general confent, was 
proclaimed great khan, or emperor of the Mo- 
guls and Tartars. He was fuccceded by his foil 
Gayuk, after whofe death the empire devolved 
to his coufins Mangou and Cublai , the fons of 
Tuli, and the grandfons of Zingis. In the fixty- 
eight years of his four firft fuccelfors, the Moguls 
fubdued almoft all Afia , and a large portion of 
Europe. Without confining myfelf to the order 
of time, without expatiating on the detail of 
VOL. XI, P 
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CHAP, events, I fliall prefent a general pidlure of the 
ixiv*. progrefs of their arms; I. In the Eaft; II. In 
the South; III. In the Weft; and IV. In the 
North. 

Of the norih- L Bcfoi e the invafion of Zingis , China was 
ern empire of divided into two empires or dynaftics of the 
North and South ” ; and the difference of origin 
and intereft was fmoothed by a general conformity 
of laws , language , and national manners. The 
' Northern empire , which had been difmembered 

by Zingis , was finally fubdued feven years after 
liis death. After the lofs of Pekin , the emperor 
had fixed his refidence at Kaifong, a city many 
leagues in circumference, and which contained, 
according to the Chinefe annals, fourteen hundred 
thoufand families of inhabitants and fugitives. He 
efcaped from thence with only feven horfemen , 
and made his laft ftand in a third capital , till at 
length the hopelefs monarch , protefting his in- 
'' nocence and accufing his fortune , afcended a 
funeral pile, and gave orders , that, as foon as 
he had ftabbed himfelf, the fire fliould be kindled 
by his attendants. The dynafty of the Song, 
the native and ancient fovereigns of the whole 
empire, furvived about forty-five years the fall 
of the northern ufurpers; and the perfedl conqueft 
was referved for the arms of Cublai. During 
this interval , the Moguls were often diverted by 
foreign wars. ; and , if the Chinefe feldom dared 
to meet their vicftors in the field , their paffivc 
courage prefented an endlefs fucceflion of cities to 
ftorm and of millions to ftaughter. In the attack 
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and defence of places , the engines of antiquity chap. 
and the Greek fire were alternately employed : txiv. 

the ufe of gunpowder in cannon and bombs 
appears as a familiar pradice”; and the fieges 
were conducted by the Mahometans and Franks, 
who had been liberally invited into the fervice 
of Cublai. After palling the great river, the • 
troops and artillery were conveyed along a feries 
of canals, till they invelled the royal refidence 
of Hamcheu , or Ouinfay, in the country of 
filk, the moft delicioitt climate of China. The 
emperor, a defencelefs youth, furrendered his 
perfon and feeptre ; and before he was fent in 
exile into Tartary he (truck nine times the ground 
with his forehead , to adore in prayer or thankf- 
giving the mercy of the great khan. Yet the war or the fomh- 
(it was now ftyled a rebellion) \vas (till main-"^”* 
tained in the fouthern provinces from Hamcheu 
to Canton ; and the obftinate remnant of inde- 
pendence and hoflility was tranfported from the 
land to the fea. But when the fleet of the Song 
was furrounded and oppreffed by a fuperior ar. 
roament , their laft champion leaped into the 
waves with his infant emperor in his arms. “ It 
“ is more glorious,” he cried, “ to die a prince, 
than to live a flave. ” An hundred thoufand 
Chinefe imitated his example ; and the whole 
empire, from Tonkin to the great wall, fubmitted 
to*the dominion of Cublai. His boundlefs am- 
bition afpired to the confines of Japan : his fleet 
was twice (bipwrecked ; and the lives of an 
hundred thoufand Moguls and Chinefe were 
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CHAP, facrificed in the fniitlefs expedition. But the 
Lxiv. circumjacent kingdoms, Corea, l onkin. Cochin- 
china, Pegu, Bengal, and Thibet, were reduced 
in diftcrent degrees of tribute and obedience by 
the effort or terror of his arms. He explored 
. the Indian ocean with a licet of a thnufand 

fliips : they failed in fixty eight days, moll pro- 
bably to the ifle of Borneo, under the equinodial 
, line; and though they returned not without fpoil 
or glory, the emperor was diffatisHed that the 
favage king had efcapcdj^rom their hands. 
ofPerria.and II. The conqucfl of Hiadoflan by the IMoguls , 
was referved in a later period for the houfe of 
A. D. 1258. limour; but that of Iran, or Pern a, was atchiev^- 
cd by Holagou Khan, the grandfon of Zingis, 
the brother Mild lieutenant of the two fucceffive 
emperors, Mangou and Cublai. I fliall not enu- 
merate the crowd of fultans, emirs, and ata- 
beks , whom he trampled into dull : but the 
extirpation of the or Ifmaelians of 

Perfia , mav be confidered as a fervice to man- 
kind Among the hills tothefouth of theCafpian, 
thefe odious fedlaries had reigned with impunity 
above an hundred and fixty years; and theirprince, 
or Imam , ellablilhed his lieutenant to lead and 
govern the colony of mount Libanus, fo famous 
' and formidable in the hiflory of the ernfades 

With the fanaticifm of the Koran , the Ifmaelians 
had blended the Indian tranfmigration , and the 
vifions of their own prophets : and it was their firft 
duty to devote their fouls and bodies in blind 
obedience to the vicar of God. The daggers of his 
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miffionaries were felt both in the Eaft and Weft: the 
Chrilf ians and the Moflems enumerate, and perhaps 
multiply, the illiiflrious viclims that were facrificed 
to the zeal , avarice , or refentment of tht old rran 
(as he was corruptly ftyled ) of the mountain. But 
thefe daggers , his only arms , were broken by 
the fword of Holagou , and not a veflige is left 
of the enemies of mankind , except the word 
afafn , which , in the moft odious fenfe , has 
been adopted in the languages of Europe. The 
extindtion of the Abbadides cannot be indifferent 
to the fpedfators of their greatnefs and decline. 
Since the fall of their Seljukian tyrants, the caliphs 
had recovered their lawful dominion of Bagdad 
and the Arabian Irak; but the city was diflradled 
by^»theological fadions, and the commander of 
the faithful was loft in a haram of fev'en hundred 
concubines. The invafion of the Moguls he 
encountered with feeble arms and haughty em- 
baflies. “ On the divine decree, ” faid the caliph 
Moftafem , “ is founded the throne of the fons 
“ of Abbas: and their foes fliall furcly be deftroy- 
“ ed in this world and in the next. Who is 
“ this Holagou that dares to arife againft them ? 
“ If he be defirous of peace , let him inftantly 
“ depart from the facred territory ; and perhaps 
“ he may obtain from our clemency the pardon 
“ of his fault. ” This prefumption w’as cherifh- 
ed by a perfidious vizir , who affured his mafter, 
that , even if the Barbarians had entered the 
city, the women and children, from the terraces, 
would be fufficient to overwhelm them with 
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ftone.c. But when Holagou touched the phantom, 
it inftantly vaniihed into fmoke. After a, ficge 
of two month.s , Bagdad wa.s ftormed and lacked 
by the Moguls : and their favage commander 
pronounced the death of the caliph Moftafem , 
the laft of the temporal .fuccelTors of Mahomet ; 
whofc noble kinfmen , of the race of Abbas , had 
reigned in Afia above five hundred years. Whatever 
might be the defigns of the conqueror , the holy 
cities of Mecca and Medina “ were protected by 
the Arabian defert; but the Moguls fpread be- 
yond the Tigris and Euphrates, pillaged Aleppo 
and Damafeus , and threatened to join the Franks 
in the deliverance of Jerufalem. E!gypt was loft, 
had Ihe been defended only by her feeble offspring; 
but the Mamahikes had breathed in their infancy 
the keennefs of a Scythian air : equal in v,aloi 1 r, 
fuperior in difeipline , they met the Moguls in 
many a well-fought field ; and drove back the 
ftream of hoftility to the eaftward of the Eu- 
phrates. But it overflowed with rcfiftlefs violence 
the kingdoms of Armenia and Anatolia, of which 
the former was pofreffed by the Chriftians, and 
the latter by the Turks. The fultans of Iconium 
oppofed fome lefiftance to the Mftgul arms, till 
Azzadin fought a refuge among the Greeks of 
Conftantinople , and his feeble fucceffors , the laft 
of the Scljukian dynafty, were finally extirpated 
by the khans of Perfia. 

III. No fooner had Oclai fubverted the northern 
empire of China , than he refolved to vifit with 
his anris, the moft remote coyntries of the Weft. 
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Fifteen hundred thoufand Moguls and Tartars chap. 
were inf;ribcd on the military roll; of thefe the LXiv. 
great khan fclccled a third , which he entrulled '*• 
to the command of his nephew Baton , the fon **^'"“‘*'*'* 
of Tuli; who reigned over his father’s conquefts 
to the north of the Cafpian Sea. After a feftival 
of forty days , Baton fet forwards on this great 
expedition ; and fuch was the fpeed and ardour 
of his innumerable fquadrons , that in lefs than \ 

fix years they had meafured a line of ninety 
degrees of longitude, a fourth part of the circum- 
ference of the globe. The great rivers of Afia 
and Europe, the Volga and Kama, the Don and. 
Boryllhenes, the Viftula and Danube, they either 
fwam with their horfes , or pafTed orv the ice , or 
traverfed in leathern boats , which followed the 
camp , and tranfported their waggons and artil- 
lery, By the firft vidories of Baton, the remains 
of national freedom were eradicated in the im- 
menfe plains of Turkeftan and Kipzak In his 
rapid progrefs , he overran the kingdoms , as 
they are now flyled, of Aftracan and Cazan; and 
the troops which he detached towards mount 
Caucafus , explored the mofl; fecret jecclTes of 
Georgia and CircafTia. The civ’il difeord of the 
great dukes , or princes , of Ruflia , betrayed 
their country to the Tartars. They fpread from 
Liv'onia to the Black Sea, and both Mofeow 
and Kiow , the modern and the ancient capitals, 
were reduced to aflies ; a temporary ruin, lefs 
fatal than the deep, and perhaps indelible, mark', 
which a fervitude of two hundred years has 
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c II A 1 *. imprinted on the charad'er of the Ruffians. The 
L.KIV, Tartars ravaged with equal fury the countries 
which they hoped to pofTefs , and thofe which 
they were haffeuing to leav’e. From the per- 
manent conqueft of Ruffia, they made a deadly, 
though traufient, inroad into the heart of Poland, 
and as far as the borders of Germany. The cities 
of Lublin and Cracow were obliterated : they 
approached the fhores of the Baltic ; and in the 
battle of Lignitz, they defeated the dukes of 
Silefia, tire Polilh palatines, and the great mafter 
of the Teutonic order, and filled nine facks with 
the right ears of the flain. From Lignitz, the 
extreme point of their weftern march , they 
turned afide to the invafion of Hungary ; and the 
prefence or fpirit of Baton infpired the hoft of 
five hundred thoufand men : the Carpathian hills 
could not be long impervious to their divided 
columns j and their approach had been fondly 
difbelieved till it was irrefiftibly felt. The king, 
Bela. the fourth, affiembled the military force of 
his counts and bifhops : but he had alicnat* 

^ ed the nation by adopting a vagrant hord of 

forty thoufand families of Comans , and thefe 
favage guefts were provoked to revolt by the 
fufpicion of treachery and the murder of their 
prince. The whole country north of the Danube 
was loft in a day , and depopulated in a furamer ; 
and the ruins of cities and churches were over- 
fpread with the bones of the natives , who 
expiated the fins of their Turkifh anceftors. 
An ecclefiaftic , who fled from the fack of 
Waradin, defcribes the calamities which he had 
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fecn or fiiffered; and the fangiiinnrv rage of fiegcs 
and battles is far lefs atrocious than the treat- 
ment of, the fugitives, who h i<l been allured from 
the woods under a promife of peace and pardon, 
and who were coolly flaughtertd as foon as 
they had performed the labours of the harvefl: 
and vintage. In the winter, the Tartars palfed 
the Danube on the ice , and advanced to Gran 
or Strigonium, a German colony, and the metro- 
polis of the kingdom. Thirty engines were 
planted againft the walls; the ditches were filled 
with lacks of earth and dead bodies ; and after 
a promifeuous maffacre , three hundred noble 
matrons were flain in the prefence of the khan. 
Of all the cities and fortrPlTes^ of Hungary , three 
alone furv'ived the Tartar invafion , and the 
unfortunate Bela hid his head among the iflands 
of the Adriatic. 

The Latin world was darkened by this cloud 
of favage hoflility: a Rulfian fugitive carried the 
alarm to Sweden ; and the remote nations of the 
Baltic and the ocean trembled at the approach of 
the Tartars ** , whom their fear and ignorance 
were inclined to fqp; ’.rate from the human fpecies. 
Since the invafion of the Arabs in the eighth 
century, Europe had never been expofed to a 
fimilar calamity ; and if the difciples of Mahomet 
would have opprefied her religion and liberty, it 
might be apprehended that the fliepherds of Scy- 
thia would extinguifli her cities, her arts, and all 
the inftitutions of civil fociety. The Roman pontiff 
attempted to appeafe and convert thefe invincible 
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Pagans by a miffion of Francifean and Dominican 
friars; but he was aftonifhed by the reply of the 
khan , that the fons of God and of Zingis were 
inverted with a divine power to fubdue or 
extirpate the nations ; and that the pope would 
be involved in the univerfal dertrudiion , unlefs 
he vifited in perfon , and as a fuppliant, the 
royal hord. The emperor Frederic the fecond 
embraced a more generous mode of defence ; and 
his letters to the kings of Fjance and England, 
and the princes of Germany , reprefented the 
common danger, and urged them to arm their 
valfals in this juft and rational crufade **. The 
Tartars themfelvcs were awed by the fame and 
valour of the Franks :• the town of Newftadt in 
Auftria was bravefy defended againft them by 
fifty knights and twenty crofs-bows ; and the^ 
railed the fiege on the appearance of a German 
army. After wafting* the adjacent kingdoms 
of Servia, Bofnia, and Bulgaria, Baton flowly 
retreated from the Danube to the Volga , to 
enjoy the re\yards of vidlory in the city and 
palace of Serai, which ftarted at his command 
from the midft of the defert. • 

IV. Even the poor and frozen regions of 
the North attradled the arms of the Moguls: 
Sheibani Khan , the brother of the great Batou , 

I led an hord of fifteen thoufand families into the 
wilds of Siberia; and. his defeendants reigned at 
ToboKkoy above three centuries, till the Ruffian 
conqueft. The fpirit of enterprife which purfued 
the courfe of the Oby and Yenifei rauft have 
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led to the difcovery of the icy fca. After brufh- 
ing away the monllrous fables , of men with 
dogs heads and cloven feet, we Qiall find, that , 
fifteen years after the death of Zingis , the Moguls 
were informed of the name and manners of the 
Samoyedes in the neighbourhood of the polar 
circle, who dwelt in fubterraneous huts , and de* 
rived their furs and their food from the foie oc- 
cupation of hunting 

While china, Syria, and Poland, were invad- 
ed at the fame time by the Moguls and Tartars, 
the authors of the mighty mifchief were content 
with the knowledge and declaration, that their 
word was the fword of death. Like the firft ca- 
liphs, the fiifl fucceflbrs of Zingis feldom appeared 
in perfon at the head of their vi( 5 lorious armies. 
On the banks of the Onon and Selinga, the 
royal or golden hard exhibited the contrail of 
fimplicity and greatnefs; of the roafted fheep and 
mare’s milk which compofed their banquets; and 
of a didribution in one day of five hundred wag- 
gons of gold and filvcr. The ambafiadors and 
princes of Europe and Afia were compelled to 
undertake this dillant and laborious pilgrimage ; 
and the life and reign of the great dukes of Ruf- 
fia , the kings of Georgia and Armenia, the ful- 
tans of Iconium , and the emirs of Perfia, were 
decided by the frown or fmile of the great khan. 
The foils and grandfons of Zingis had been ac- 
cuftomed to the paftoral life; but the village of 
Caracorum *' was gradually ennobled by their 
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eledlion and refidence. A change of manners is 
implied in the removal of Odai and JVlangou 
from a tent to an hotife; and their example was 
imitated by the princes of their family and the 
great officers of the empire. Inftead of the bound- ' 
lefs forefl;, the inclofure of a park afforded the 
more indolent pleafnres of the chace ; their new 
habitations were decorated with painting and 
fculpture; their fuperfluous treafures were caft in 
fountains, and bafons, and flatues of maffy fdver; 
and the artills of China and Paris vied with each 
other in the fervice of the great khan ”. Cara- 
corum contained two ftreets, the one of Chinefc 
mechanics, the other of Mahometan traders; and 
the places of religious worlhip, one Neftorian 
church , two mofehs , and twelve temples of 
various idols, may reprefent in fome degree the 
number and divifion of inhabitants. Yet a French 
miffionary declares , that the town of St. Denys, 
near Paris, was more confiderable than the Tar- 
tar capital; and that the whole palace of Mangou 
was fcarccly equal to a tenth part of that Bene- 
dictine abbey. The conquefts of Ruffia and Syria 
might amufe the vanity of the great khans; but 
they were feated on the borders of China; the 
acquifition of that empire was the neareft and 
moft interefling objedl ; and they might learn 
from their paftoral ceconomy, that it is for the 
advantage of the fltepherd to protetff and pro- 
'pagate his flock. I have already celebrated the 
wifdom and virtue of a Mandarin, who prevent- 
ed the defolation of five populous and cultivated 
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provinces. In a /potlefs .adminiflration of thirty chap. 
years, this friend of his country and of mankind i,xiv. 
continually laboured to mitigate, orfufpend, the a. n. 
havock of war; to favc the monuments, and to 
rekindle the flame , of fcicnce ; to rellnun the 
military commander by the refloration of civil 
magiflrates ; and to inllil the love of peace and 
julficc into the minds of the ]\Ioguls. He ftrng- 
gled with the barbarifm of the hrft conquerors ; 
but his falutary lelfons produced a rich harveft in 
the fecond g-eneration. 1 he northern , and by 
degrees the fouthern , empire , acquiefeed in the , 
government of Cublai , the lieutenant, and after- 
wards the fucceflbr, of Mangou; and the nation 
was loyal to a prince who had been educated in 
the manners of China. He reftored the forms of 
her venerable conflitution ; and the viclors fub- 
initted to the laws, the falliions, and even the ' 
prejudices, of the vanquillied people. 1 his peace- 
ful triumph, which has been more than once re- 
peated, may be aferibed in a great meafure to 
the numbers and fervitude of the Chinefe. The 
Mogul army was diffolved in a vaft and popu- 
lous country ; and their emperors adopted with 
pleafure a political fyflem , which gives to the 
prince the folid fubftance of defpotifm, and leaves 
to the fubjed the empty names of philofophy, 
freedom, and filial obedience. Under the reign 
of Cublai, letters and commerce, peace and 
juftice , were reftored ; the great canal , of five 
hundred miles, was opened from Nankin to the 
capital ; he fixed his refidence at Pekin ; and 
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difplayed in his court the magnificence of the 
greateft monarch of Afia. Yet this learned prince 
declined from the pure and fimple religion of his 
great ancellor; he facrificed to the idol Fo; and 
his blind attachment to the lamas of Thibet and 
the bonzes of China ** provoked the cenfure of 
the difciples of Confucius. His fuccefTors polluted 
the palace with a crowd of eunuchs, phyficians, 
and aftrologers , while thirteen millions of their 
fubjedls were confumed in the provinces by fa- 
mine. One hundred and forty years after the 
death of Zingis, his degenerate race, the dynafty 
of the Yuen, was expelled by a revolt of the 
native Chinefe; and the Mogul emperors were 
loft in the oblivion of the dcfert. Before this re- 
volution, they had forfeited their fupremacy over 
the dependent branches of their houfe, the khans 
of Kipzak and Ruffia , the khans of Zagatai or 
Tranfoxiana , and the khans of Iran or Perfia. 
By their diftance and power, thefe royal lieutenants 
had foon been* releafed from the duties of obe- 
dience ; and , after the death of Cublai , they 
fcorned to accept a feeptre or a title from his 
unworthy fuccelTors. 'According to their refpec- 
tive fituation they maintained the fimplicity of. 
the paftoral life, or affumed the luxury of the 
cities of Afia ; but the princes and their hords 
were alike difpofed for the reception of a foreign 
worlhip. After fome hcfitation between theGofpei 
and the Koran, they conformed to the religion 
of Mahomet; a*id while they adopted for their 
brethren the Arabs and Perfians, they renounced 
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all intercourfe with the ancient Moguls, the ido- chap.' 
laters of China. LXiv. 

In this Ihipwreck of nations , fome furprife Eftape ot 
may be excited by the efcape of the Roman th* 

empire, whofe relics, at the time of the Mogul Greek em. 
invafion, were difmembered by the Greeks and 1^1'® 

Latins. Lef» potent than Alexander, they were a. d. 

prclfed , like the Macedonian , both in Europe 1304. 

and Afia, by the fhepherds of Scythia; and had 

the Tartars undertaken the fiege, Conftantinople 

muft have yielded to the fate of Pekin , Samar- 

cand, and Bagdad. The glorious and voluntary 

retreat of Baton from the Danube was infulted t 

by the vain triumph of the Franks and Greeks’*; 

and in a fecond expedition death furprifed him 

in full march to attack the capital of the Cxfars. 

H is brother Borga carried the Tartar arms into 
Bulgaria and Thrace ; but he was diverted from 
the Byzantine war by a vifit to Novogorod , 
in the fifty-fev’^enth degree of latitude, where he 
numbered the inhabitants and regulated the tri- 
butes of Ruflia. The Mogul khan formed an 
alliance with the Mamalukes againfl his brethren 
of Perfia : three hundred thoufand horfe penetrat- 
ed through the gates ofDerbend; and the Greeks 
might rejoice in the firll example of domeftic 
war. After the recovery of Conftantinople , 

Michael Palseologus ”, at a diftance from his 
court and army , was furprifed and furrounded 
in a Thracian caftle by twenty thoufand Tartars. 

But the objedl of their march was a private in- 
tereft : they came to the deliverance of Azzadin, 
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CHAP, the Turkifh fultan ; and were content with his 
LXiv. perfon and the treafure of the emperor. ^ heir 
general Noga, whofe name is perpetuated in tlie 
herds of Aftracan, raifed a formidable rebcHioii 
again ft fVlengo Timoiir , the third of the khans 
of Kipzak; obtained in marriage IVlaria the natural 
daughter of Falxologus ; and giiaulfd ^he domi- 
nions of his friend and father. The fubfeqiient 
invafions of a Scythian cafl were thofe of outlaws 
and fugitives; and fome thoufands of Alani ami 
Comans , who had been driven from their native 
feats, were reclaimed from a Vagrant life, and 
enlifted in the. fervice of the empire. Such was 
thq influence in Europe of the invafion of the 
Moguls. 7 he firfl; terror of their arms feenred , 
rather than diflurbed , the peace of the Roman 
Afia. d he fiiltan of Iconium folicited a perfonal 
interview with John Vataces ; and his artful 
policy encouraged the Turks to defend their 
barrier againfl the common enemy*'. That barrier 
indeed was foon overthrown ; and the fervitude 
and ruin of the Seljiikians expofed the nakednefs 
of the Greeks. The formidable Holagou threat- 
ened to march to Conftantinople at the head of 
four hundred thoufand men ; and the groundlefs 
panic of the citizens of Nice will prefent an image 
of the terror which he had infpired. The ac- 
cident of a proceflTion, and the found of a doleful 
litany, “From the fury of the Tartars, good 
Lord deliver us , ” had feattered the hafty report 
of an aflault and maflacre. In the blind credulity 
of fear, the ftreets of Nice were crowded with 

thoufands 
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tlioufands of both fexcs, who knew not from c h a b. 
what or to whom they fled ; and fome hours lxiV. 
elapfed before the firmnefs of the military officers 
could relieve the city from this imaginary foe. 

But the^mbition of Holagou and his fucceffbrs 
was fortunately diverted by the conquefl: of 
Bagdad , and a long viciflitude of Syrian wars : 
their hoftility to the Moflems inclined them to 
unite with the Greeks and Franks and their 
generofity or contempt had offered the kingdom 1 
of Anatolia as the reward of an Armenian valfal. 

The fragments of the Seljukian monarchy were 
difputed by the emirs who had occupied the cities 
or the mountains ; but they all confeffed the fuprem- ^ 

acy of the khan of P(;rfia ; and he often in- 
terpofed his authority , and fometimes his arms, 
to check their depredations , and to preferve the 
peace and balance of his Turkilh frontier. The Decline of 
death of Cazan ’* , one of the greateft and mofl 
accomplifhed princes of the houfe of Zingis, re- **^ *”"" 
moved this falutary control; and the decline of''- '3o4. 

the Moguls gave a free fcope to the rife and 
progrefs of the Ottoman empirk 

After the retreat of Zingis, the fultan Gelaled- origin of the 
din of Carizme had returned from India to the ottoman?, 
pofleflion and defence of his Perfian kingdoms. 

In the fpace of eleven years, that hero fought in 
perfon .fourteen battles; and fuch was his adivity, 
that he led his cavalry in feventeen days from 
Teflis to Kerman, a march of a thoufand miles. 

Yet he was opprefTed by the jealoufy of the 
Moflem princes , and the innumerable armies of 

. VOL. XI. 0 , 
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c II A p,' the Aloguls; and after his lafl defeat, Gelaleddin 
ixiVt perifhed ignobly in the mountains of Curdiftan. 

His death diflblved a veteran and adventurous 
army , which included under the name of Cariz- 
mians or Corafmins many Turkman hords , that 
had attached themfelves to the fultan’s fortune. 
The bolder and more powerful chiefs invaded 
Syria , and violated the holy fepulchre of Jeru*- 
falem : the more humble engaged in the fervicc 
of Aladin , fultan of Iconium ; and among thefc 
were the obfcure fathers of the Ottoman line. 
They had formerly pitched their tents near the 
fouthern banks of the Oxus, in the plains of 
• ilVlahan and Nefa; and it is fomewhat remarkable, 

that the fame fpot Ihould have produced the firft 
authors of the Parthian and Turkifli empires. 

At the head , or in the rear, of a Carizmian army, 
Solimati Shah was ^drowned ih’the palTage of the 
Euphrates : his fon Orthogrul became the foldier 
and fubjedl of Aladin, and eftabliflied at Surgut, 
on the banks 'of the Sangar , a camp of four 
hundred families or tents , whom he governed 
Reign of lifty-two years both in peace and war. He was 
oumi*n, the father of Thaman, or Athman, whofeTurkilh 
iis9_ij2(S, name has been melted 'into the appellation of the 

caliph Othman ; and if we defcribe that paftoral ^ 
chief as a fliepberd and a robber, we mull feparate 
from thofe charadlers all idea of ignominy and 
bafenefs. Othman poflelTed, and perhaps furpalTed, 
the ordinary virtues of a foldier; and the circum- 
ftances of time and place were propitious to his 
independence and fuccefs.. The Seljukian dynafty 
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kvas lid rnore; and thfe diftance and dtcline of the c ii A i‘- 
Mogul khans foon enfranchifcd him from the txit, 
control of a fiiperior. He was fituate on the 
Verge of the Greek empire : the Koran fahdilied 
li i S j/aai, or holy war, againft the infidels; and 
their political errors unlocked the paffes of mount 
Olympu.^ , and invited him to defeend into the 
plains of Bithyhia. Till the reign of Palaeologusj 
thefe paffes had been vigilantly guarded by the 
militia of the country; who were repaid by their • 

own fafety and an exemption from taxes. The 
emperor aboliflied their privilege and affumed 
their office; but the tribute was rigoroufly col- 
leded , the cuftody of the pdffes was negleded , 
and the hardy mountaineers degenerated into a 
trernbling crowd of peafants without fpirit or i 

dffeipline. It was on tlie twenty-feventh of July; 
in the year twelve hundred and nirlety-nine of the 
Chriftian a:ra , that Othman firft invaded the , 
territory of Nicomedia *°; and the Angular accura- 
cy of the date feems to difclofe fome forefight 
of the rapid and deftrudive growth of the rnonfter. • 
The annals of the twenty-feven years of his reign 
would exhibit a repetition of the fame inroads; 
and his hereditary troops were multiplied in each 
campaign by the acceflion of captives and vo- 
lunteets. Inftead of retreating to the hills, he 
maintained the moft ufeful and defenfible ports ; 
fortified the towns and carties which he hadjirft 
pillaged ; arid renounced the paftoral life for the 
baths and palaces of his infant capitals. But it 
■was not till Othman was oppreffed by age and 
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infirmities , that he received the welcome news 
of the conqueft of Prufa , which had been fur- 
rendered by famine or treachery to the arms of 
his fon Orchan. The glory of Othman is chiefly 
founded on that of his defcendants ; but the 
Turks have tranfcribed or compofcd a royal 
teftament of his laft counfels of juftice and mo- 
deration 

From the conqueft of Prufa , we may date the 
true sera of the Ottoman empire. The lives and 
pofleflions of the Cbriftian fubjedls were redeem- 
ed by a tribute or ranfom of thirty thoufand 
crowns of gold ; and the city , by the labours of 
Orchan, affumed the afped of a Mahometan 
capital ; Prufa was decorated with a mofch , a 
college, and an hofpital, of royal foundation ; the 
Seljukian coin ^vas changed for the name arfd 
impreffion of the new dynafty : and the raoft Ikil- 
ful profeflbrs, of human and divine knowledge, 
attradled the Perfian and Arabiati ftudents from 
the ancient fchools of Oriental learning. The 
office of 'vizir was inftituted for Aladin, the 
brother of Orchan ; and a different habit diftin- 
guifhed the citizens from the peafants, the Mof- 
lems from the infidels. All the troops of Othmai> 
had confifted of loofe fquadrons of ^ Turkman ca- 
valry ; who ferved without pay and fought with- 
out difcipline: but a regular body of infantry 
wasifirft eftabliflied and trained by the prudence 
of his fon. A great number of volunteers was 
enrolled with a fmall ftipend, but with the per- 
miflion of living at home , uniefs they weref 
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fummoned to the field: their rude manners, and 
feditious temper, difpofed Orchan to educate his 
young captives as his foldiers and thofe of the 
prophet; but the Turkilh peafants were ftill al- 
lowed to mount on horfeback , and follow his 
flandard , with the appellation and the hopes of 
freebooters. By thefe arts he formed an army of 
twenty -five thoufand Moflems : a train of bat- 
tering engines was framed for the ufe of fieges; 
and the firft fuccefsful experiment was made on 
the cities of Nice and Nicomedia. Orchan grant- 
ed a fafe-condudl to all who were defirous of de- 
parting with their families and effeAs ; but the 
widows of the flain were given in marriage to 
the conquerors; and the facrilegious plunder, 
the books, the vafes , and the images, were fold 
or ranfomed at Conftantinople. The emperor 
Andronicus the younger was vanquiflied and 
wounded by the fon of Othman : he fubdued 
the whole province or kingdom of Bithynia , as 
far as the fliores of the Bofphorus and Hellefpont; 
and the Chriflians confefied the juftice and cle- 
mency of a reign , which claimed the voluntary ' 
attachment of the Turks of Afia. Yet Orchan 
was content with the modeft title of emir; and 
in the lift of his compeers , the princes of Roum 
or Anatolia his military forces were furpaffed 
by the emirs of Ghcrmian and Caramania, each 
of whom could bring into the field an army of 
forty thoufand men. Their dominions were 
fituate in the heart of the Seljukian kingdom : but 
the holy warriors, though of inferior note, who 
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formed new. princip^litie.<i pn the Greek empire.^ ^ • 
are more confpicuops in the light of hiflory. The 
maritime country from, the Propontis to tKe 
lYlaeander and the i(le of Rhodes, fo long threat- 
ened and Id often pillaged , was fipally loll 
about the thirtieth year of Andronicus, the 
elder**. Two Turkilb chieftains, Sarukbaii and 
Aidin, left their pames to, their conquefts, and 
their conquefls to th^ir pofterity. The capti- 
vity or ruin of the fcoen churches of Afia wits 
confummated; ^nd the barbarous lords of Ionia 
and Lydi^ ftill trample an the rnanuipents oji 
cljilfic and ChrilUan antiquity. In the lofs of 
Ephefus, the Chriftians deplored the fall of the 
firll angel, the extindion of the firft candleftick , 
of the revelations *’; the defolatioUi is complete ^ 
and the temple of Diana, or the church of Mary, 
will equally elude the fearch of the curious tra- 
veller. The circus and three flately theatres of 
Taodicea are now peopled with wolves ^lud fo5^cs j 
Sardes is reduced to a miferable. village; the God 
of Mahomet, without a rival or a fon,, is. in- 
voked in the mofehs of Thyatira and Perganius 
and the populoufnefs of Smyrna is fuppotted by 
the foreign trade of the Franks and Armenians.. 
Philadelphia alone has heen faved by prophecy, or 
pourage. At a dillance from the fea, forgotten 
by the emperots , encompalfed on all fides by 
the Turks, her valiant citizens defended their 
religion and freedom above fotirfcore years ; and 
at length capitulated with the proudeft of the 
Ottomans. Among the Greek colonies and church- 
es of Alia , Philadelphia is ftill cicdl ; a column 
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jn a fcene of ruins; a ])kafmg example, that the 
paths of honour and fafety nray fometi^es be the 
fame. The fervitude of Rhodes was delayed 
above two centuries by the eftablifliment of the 
knights of St. John of Jerufalem : under the 
difcipline of the order, that ifland emerged into 
fame and opulence ; the noble and warlike monks 
•were renowned by land and fca : and the buU 
wark of Chriftendora provoked, and repelled, the 
arms of the Turks and Saracens. 

The Greeks , by their intedine divifions , were 
the authors of their final ruin. During the civil 
wars of the elder and younger Andronicus, the 
fort of Othman atchieved, almod without refin- 
ance the conqueft of Bithynia; and the fame dit 
orders encouraged the Turkifii emirs of Lydia 
^apd Ionia to build a fleet, and to pillage the ad- 
jacent iflands and the fea-coali of Europe. In 
the defence of his life and honour, Cantacuzene 
was tempted to prevent, or imitate, his adver- 
farics; by calling to his aid the public enemies 
of his religion and country. Amir, the fon of 
Aidin, concealed under a Turkifli garb the huma- 
nity and politenefs of a Greek ; be was united 
with the great dpmeftic by mutual efteem and 
reciprocal fervices ; and their friendfliip is’eom- 
pared , in, the vain rhetoric of the times , to tho 
perfed union, of Oreftes and Pylades On tho 
report of the danger of his friend, who was per- 
fecuted by an ungrateful court, the prince of 
Ionia aiTembled at Smyrna a fleet of three hundred 
Ycffels, •with an army of twenty -nine thoufand 
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CHAP, men, failedn’n the depth of winter, and caft an- 
IXIV. chor at the mouth of the’Hebrus, From thence, 
with a chofen band of two thoufand Turks, he 
marched along the banks of the river, and re- 
fcued the emprefs , who was befieged in Demo- 
tica by the wild Bulgarians. At that difiiftrous 
moment, the life or death of his beloved Canta- 
cuzene was concealed by his flight into Servia: 
but the grateful Irene , impatient to behold her 
deliverer, invited him to enter the city, and ac- 
companied her meflage with a prefent of rich ap- 
parel , and an hundred horfes. By a peculiar 
{train of delicacy, the gentle Barbarian refufed, 
in the abfence of an unfortunate friend , to vifit 
his wife, or to tafte the luxuries of the palace; 
fuftaincd in his tent the rigour of the winter; and 
rejeded the hofpitable gilt, that he might fliare* 
the hardfliips of two thoufand companions, all as 
deferving as himfclf of that honour and diflinc- 
tion. Neceffity and revenge might jullify his prec- 
datory excurfions by fea and land : he left nine 
thoufand five hundred men for the guard of his 
fleet; and perfevered in the fruitleCs fearch of Can- < 
* tacuzenc, till his embarkation was haftened by a 
fidlitious letter, the feverity of the fcafon , the 
clam6urs of his independent troops , and the 
weight ‘of his fpoil and ‘captives. In the profecu- 
tion of the civil war, the prince of Ionia twice 
returned to Europe;^ joined his arms with thofe of 
the emperor; befieged Theflalonica , and threat- 
ened Conftantinople. Calumny might affix fomc 
reproach on his imperfedl aid , his hafly departure, 
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nnd a bribe of ten tboiifand crowns, which he 
accepted from the Byzantine court; but his friend 
■was firtisfied; and the conducl of Amir is excufed 
by the more facred duty of defending againft the 
Latins his hereditafy dominions. The maritime 
power of the Turks had united the pope, the 
king of Cyprus, the republic of Venice, and the 
order of St. John , in a laudable cruHtde ; their 
gallics invaded' the coaft of Ionia; and Amir was 
flain with an arrow , in the attempt to wrefl; 
from the Rhodian knights the citadel of Smyrna”. 
Before his death , he generoufly recommended 
another ally of his Qwn nation; not more fincere 
or zealous than himfelf, but more able to afford 
a prompt and powerful fuccour , by his fituation 
along the Propontis and in the front of Conftan- 
tinople. By the profped of a more advantage- 
ous treaty, thd Turkilh prince of Bithynia was 
detached from his engagements with Anne of 
Savoy; and the pride of Orchan diiflated the moft 
folcmn proteftations , that if he could obtain the 
daughter of Cantacuzene , he would invariably 
fulHl the duties of a fubjedl and a fon. Parental 
tendernefs was filenced by the voice of ambition; 
the Greek clergy connived at the marriage of a 
Chriftian princefs with a fedary of Mahomet; 
and the father of Theodora deferibes, with fliame- 
ful fatisfadion , the dilhonour of the purple A 
body of Turkifh cavalry attended the ambalTadors, 
who difembarked from thirty velTels before hjs 
camp of Selybria. A (lately pavilion was ereded, 
in which the emprefs Irene palled the night with 
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her daughters. In the morning, Theodora afcend. 
ed a throne , which was furrounded with cur* 
tains of filk and gold : the troops were under 
arms ; but the emperor alone was cm horfeback. 
At a fignah the curtains were fuddenly withdrawn, 
to difclofe the bride, or the vidim, encircled by 
kneeling eunuchs and hyroenaeal torches: the 

found of flutes and trumpets proclaimed the joy- 
ful event; and her pretended h'appinefs was the 
theme of the nuptial fang, which was chaunted 
by fuch poets as the age could produce. With^ 
out the rites of the church , Theodora was de- 
livered to her barbarous lord: but it had been 
ftipulated, that fhe Ihould preferve her rcligiorx 
in the haram of Burfa ; and her father celebrates 
her charity and devotion in t^is ambiguous fltua- 
tion. After his peaceful eftablifliment on thq 
throne of Conftantinople , the Greek emperor 
vifited bis Turkilli ally, who with four forrs, by 
various wives , expected him at Squtari , on the 
Afiatic Ihore. The two princes partook, with 
feeming cordiality, of the pleafures of the ban- 
quet and the chace, and Theodora was permitted 
to repafs the Bofphorus, and to enjoy fpme days 
in the fociety of her mother. But the friendfljip 
of Orchan was fubfervient to. his religion and in- 
tcreft; and in the Genoefe war he joined without 
a blulh the enemies of Cantacuzene. 

In the treaty with the emprefs Anne, the Ot- 
toman prince had infected a frngular condition, 
that it fliould be lawful for him to fell his pri- 
foners at Conftantinople , or tranfport them into 
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Afia. A najced crowd of Chwftians pf both fexes 
and every age, of priefts and monks, of matrons 
and virgins, was expofed in the public market} 
^he whip was frequently ufed to quicken the 
pharity of "redemption ; and the indigent Greeks 
deplored the fate of their brethren , who were 
led away to the worft evils of temporal and fpi- 
ritual bondage ", Cantacuzesne was reduced ta 
fubferibe the fame, terms; and ^heir execution 
mud have been ftill more pernicious to the em- 
pire : a body of ten thoufand Turks ha^ beeq 
detached to the aflillance of the emprefs Anne ; 
bnf the entire forces of Orchan ^yere exerted in 
the (evvice of his father. Yet thefe calamities 
were of a tranfrent nature; as foon as the ftornq 
had pafled a^Yay , the fugitives rnight return to 
their habitations; and at the conclufron iof the 
civil and foreign \vars , Europe was pompletely 
evacuated by the Modems of Afia. It was in 
his lall quarrel with fiis pupil that Cantacuzene 
inflided the ‘deep and deadly ^vound , which 
could never be healed by his fucceffofs , anef 
which is poorly expiated by his theological" dia- 
logues againlh the prophet Mahomet*. Ignorant 
of their own hiftory, the modern Turks cout 
founded their firft and their final palTage of the 
Hcllefpont ", and deferibe the fon of Orchan as 
a nodurnal robber, who, with eighty companions, 
explores by ffratagem an hoftile and uiaknown 
fliore. Soliman , at the head of ten thoufand 
horfe, was tranfported in the veffels, and enter-, 
tjained as the fi iend , of (;^he Greek emperor. Ip 
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the civil wars of Romania, he performed fome 
fervice and perpetrated more mifehief; but the 
Cherfonefus was infenfibly tilled with a Turkifh 
colony ; and tlje Byzantine court* Solicited in ^ 
vain the reffitution of the fortreffes of Thrace. 
After fome artful delays between the Ottomarj 
princc-and his fon, their ranfom was valued at 
fixty thoufand crowns , and the firft payment 
had been made , when an earthquake fhook the 
walls and cities of the provinces; the difmantled 
places were occupied by the Turks; and Galli? 
poli, the key of the Hellefpont, was rebuilt and 
repeopled by the policy of Soliman. The abdi- 
cation of Cantacuzene dilTolved the feeble bands 
of domeftic alliance ; and his laft advice admo- 
nilhed his countrymen to decline a ralh conteft, 
and to compare their own weaknefs with the 
numbers and valour, the difeipline and enthu- 
fiafm , of the Moflems. His prudent counfels 
were defpifed by the headftrong vanity of youth, 
and foon juftified by the vidories of the Otto- 
mans. But as he pradifed in the field the exer- 
cife of the jerid, Soliman was killed by a fall from 
his horfe; and the aged Orchan wept and expired’ 
on the tomb of his valiant fon. 

But the Greeks had not time to rejoice in the 
death of their enemies; and the Turkifh feymetar 
was wielded with the fame fpirit by Amurath 
the firft, the fon of Orchan and the brother of 
Soliman. By the pale and fainting light of the 
Byzantine annals’*, we can difeern, that he fub- 
dued without refiftance the whole province of 
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Romania or Thrace, from the Hellefpont to mount 
Haemus, and the -verge of the capital; and that 
Adrianople was chofen for the royal feat of his 
government and religion in Europe. Conftanti- 
nople , whofe decline is almoft coeval with her 
foundation , had often , in the lapfc of a thoufand 
years, been alTaulted by the Barbarians of the 
Eaft and'Wefl; but never till this fatal hour had 
the Greeks been furrounded , both in Afia and 
Europe, by the arms of the fame hoftile monarchy. 
Yet the prudence or gcnerofity of Amurath poft- 
poned for a while this eafy conqueft; and his 
pride was fatisfied with the frequent and humble 
attendance .of the. emperor John Paixologus and 
h’is four fons, who followed at his fummons the 
court and camp of the Ottoman prince. He 
inarched againft the Sclavonian nations between 
the Danube and the Adriatic , the Bulgarians , 
Servians, Bofnians, and Albanians; and thefe 
warlike tribes , who had fo often infulted the 
majefty of> the empire , were repeatedly broken 
by his deflrudive inroads. Their countucs did 
not abound either in gold or filver ; nor were 
their rullic hamlets and townfliips enriched by 
commerce or decorated by the arts of luxury. 
But the natives of the foil have been diftinguilhed 
in every age by their hardinefs of mind and body; 
and they were converted by a prudent inditution 
into the firmtft and moft faithful fupporters of 
the Ottoman greatnefs The vizir of Amurath 
reminded his fovereign that , according to the 
Mahometan law, he yfas entitled to a fifth part 
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of the fpoil ancl captives ; arid that the duty migh^. 
eafily be levied, if vigilant officers were ftationcid 
at Grillipoli, to watch the pafTage, and to felcdt 
for his life the ftoritcft and moft beautiful of the 
Ghriftian youth. The advice was followed ; the 
edidl was proclaimed ; many thoufands of the 
Europeari captives were educated iri religion and 
artris; and the riew militia was confecrated and 
named by a celebrated dervifli. Standing in the 
front of their rariks, he ftretchcd the fleevc of 
his gowri Over the head of the foremofl foldier", 
and his bleffing was delivered in thefe words : 
“ Let them be called janizaties [Tenyi cheri, of 
“ hew foldiefs); rhay their countenance be ever 
“ bright ! their hand vidloriOus ! their fvvord 
“ keen ! may their fpear always hang over the 
“ heads of their criemifes ! and whcrefocvcf they 
” gO , may they feturri with a ivhiti face '* ! ” 
Such was the origin of thefe haughty troops ^ 
the terror of the natibriSj and forrietimes of the 
fultaris themfelves. Their valour has declined ^ 
their discipline is relaxed , arid their tumultuary 
array is incapable of contetidiilg with the order 
and weapons of modern tadics; but at the time 
of their inftitutiori, they pofleiTed a decifive fupe- 
fiority in war; fmce a regular body of infantry, 
in conftarit exercife and pay^ was not maintained 
by any of the pfinces Of Chriftendom. The 
Janizaries fought with the zeal* of profelytes 
againft their idolatrous countrymen; and in the 
battle of Coflbva, the league and independence 
of the Sclavonian tribes yyas finally cruflied. As 
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tlie conqueror walked over the field, he obferved c it A r*. 

that the greatefl: part of the flain confifted of LXiVi 

beardlefs youths ; and liftened to the flattering 

reply of his vizir,' that age and wifdom would 

have taught them not to oppofe his irrcfiftible 

arms. But the fword of his Janizaries could not 

defend him from the dagger of defpair; a Servian 

foldier flatted from the crowd of dead bodies , 

and Amurath was pierced in the belly with a 

mortal wound. The grandfon* of Othman was 

mijd in his temper, modefl in his apparel, and 

a lover of learning and virtue ; but the Modems 

were fcandalized at his abfence from public 

worfliip; and he was corre<fted by the firmnefs 

of the mufti , who dared to rejedl his teflimony 

in a civil caufe : a mixture of fervitude^ and 

freedom not unfrequent in Oriental hiftory 

1 he charader of Bajazet , < the fon and fuccef- The reign or 

for of Amurath , is flrongly expreffed in his 

furname o{ llderim^ or the lightning ; and he n. 

might glory in an epithet, which was drawn 

from the fiery energy of his foul and the rapidity 

of his deftrudlive march. In the fourteen years 

of his reign ’* ^ he inceflantly moved , at the head 

of his armies, from iBurfa to Adrianople, from 

the Danube to the Euphrates; and , though he 

flrenuoufly laboured for the propagation of the 

law , he invaded , with imp.irtial ambition , the 

Chriftian and Mahometan princes of Europe and 

Ada. From Angora to Amafia and Erzerouni j ««"* ' 

the northern regions of Anatolia were reduced to the 'Euphu'^ ' 

his obedience : he ftripped of their hereditary tes to the 

^ ^ Danube. 
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fc H A p. poffeffions , his brother emirs of Ghermiaii and 
ixiv. Caramania , of Aidin and Sarukhan ; and after 
the conqueft of Iconium, the ancient kingdom of 
the Seljukians again reVived in the Ottoman dy- 
nafly. Nor were the conquefts of Bajazet lefs 
, rapid or important in Europe. No fooncr had 

he impofed a regular form of fervitude on the 
Servians and Bulgatians, than he paifed the Danube 
to feek new enemies and new fubjedls in the heart 
of Moldavia ‘Whatever yet adhered to the 
Greek empire in Thrace, Macedonia, and Tfecf- 
faly , acknowledged a Turkilh maftefr : an obfe- 
quious bilhop led him through the gates of 
Thermopylae into Greece; and we may obferve, 
as a fingular fad , that the widow of a Spanilh 
chief, who polTelTed the ancient feat of the oracle 
of Delphi , deferved his favour by the facrifice 
of a ^beauteous daughter. The Turkilh commu- 
nication between Europe and Afia had been 
dangerous and doubtful , till he ilationed at 
Gallipoli a fleet of gallies , to command the Hel- 
lefpont and intercept the Latin fuccours of Con- 
ftantinople. While the monarch indulged his 
paflions in a boundlefs range of injuftice and 
cruelty, he impofed on his foldiers the mofl. rigid 
laws of modefty and abftinencc ; and the harveft 
was peaceably reaped and fold within the precinds 
of his camp. Provoked by the loofe and corrupt 
adminiftration of juftice, he colleded in a houfe 
the judge.s and lawyers of his dominions , who 
expeded that, in a few moments the fire would 
be kindled to reduce them to alhes. His minifters 

trembled 
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trembled in filence : l?ut an iEthiopian buffoon chap , ’ 
prefumed to infinuate the true caufe of the evil; ixiv. 
and future venality was left without excufe, by 
annexing an adequate falary to the office of 
cadhi The humble title of emir was no longer 
fuitable to the Ottoman greatnefs 5 and Bajazet 
condefcended to accept a patent of fultan from 
the caliphs who ferved in Egypt under the yoke 
of the Mamalu^es”: a laft and frivolous homage 
that was yielded by force to opinion ; by the 
Turkilh conquerors to the houfe of Abbas and 
the fucceffors of the Arabian prophet. The am- 
bition of the fultan was inflamed by the obligation 
of deferving this auguft title ; and he turned his , 
arras againfl: the kingdom of Hungary , the per- 
petual theatre of the Turkilh vidories and defeats^ 

Sigifmond, the Hungarian kingj was the fon and 
brother of the emperors of the Weft 1 his caufe 
was that of Europe and the church ; and , on 
/the report of his danger, the braveft knights of 
France and Germany were eager to march under 
his ftandard and that of the crofs. In the battle 
of Nicopolis , Bajazet defeated a confederate cupoiis". 
army of an hundred thoufand Chriftians , who had 
proudly boafted , that if the flcy ftiould fall they 
could nphold it on their lances. The far greater 
part were flain or driven into the Danube; and 
Sigifmond , efcaping to Conftantinople by theriv'er 
and the Black Sea, returned after a long circuit to his 
exhaiilled kingdom In thepride of vidlory, Ba- 
jazet threatened that he would befiege Buda; that he 

VoL. XI. R. *’ 


Digitized by Google 



242 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP. 

LXIV. 


Crufade ami 
cr.ptivity of 
the F^nch 
princes , 

A. D. 

IJS6 1 398. 


would fubdue the adjacent countries of Germany 
and Italy ; and that he would feed his horfe with 
a bulhel of oats on the altar of St. Peter at Rome. ' 
His progrefs was checked, not by the miraculous 
interpofition of the apoftle , not by a crufade of 
the Chrillian powers, but by a long and painful 
fit of the gout. The diforders of the moral , 
are fometimes corrected by thofe of the phyfical , 
world ; and an acrimonious humour falling on a 
fingle fibre of one man, may prevent or fufpend 
the mifery of nations. 

Such is the general idea of the Hungarian war ; 
but the difaftrous adventure of the French has 
procured us fome memorials which illuftrate the 
vidlory and cbaradler of Bajazet “. The duke 
of Burgundy , fovereign of Flanders , and uncle 
of Charles the fixth , yielded to the ardour of 
his fon , John count of Nevers ; and the fearlefs 
youth was accompanied by four princes , his 
coufins, and thofe of the French monarch. Their 
inexperience was guided by the fire de Coucy , 
one of the beft and oldeft captains of Chriften* 
dom“; but the conftable, admiral, and marflial, 
of France ” commanded an army which did not 
exceed the number of a thoufand knights and 
fquires. Thefe fplendid names were the'fource 
of prefurnption and the bane of difcipline. So 
many might afpire to command, that none were 
willing to obey ; their national fpirit defpifed 
both their enemies and their allies ; and in the 
perfuafion that Bajazet iqcnild fly, or muji fall, 
they began to compute how foon they fliould 
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vifit Conftantinople and deliver the holy fepulchre. chap. 
When their fcouts announced the approach of the ixiv. 
Turks, the gay and thoughtlefs youths were at 
table, already heated with wine; they inflantly 
clafped their armour, mounted their horfes , rode 
full fpeed, to the vanguard , and refented as an 
affront the advice of Sigifmond , which would 
have deprived them of the right and honour of 
the foremoft attack. The battle of Nicopolis 
would not have been loft, if the French would 
have 9bcyed the prudence of the Hungarians : but , 
it might have been glorioufly won , had th$ 
Hungarians imitated the valour of the French. 

They difperfed the “firft line , confiding of tfie 
troops of Afia; forced a rampart of ftakes, which 
ha<l been planted againft the cavalry ; broke , 
after a bloody conflid, the Janizaries themfelves ; 
and were at length overwhelmed by the numer» 
ous fquadrons that iffued from the woods , and 
charged on all fides this handful of intrepid 
warriors. In the fpced and fecrecy of his march, 
in the order and evolutions of the battle , his 
enemies felt and admired the military talents of 
Bajazet. They accufe his cruelty in the ufe of 
vidlory. After referving the count of Nevers, 
and four-and-twenty lords, whofe birth and riches 
were attefted by his Latin interpreters , the re- 
mainder of the French captives, who had furviv- 
ed the (laughter of the day , were led before bis 
throne; and, as they refufed to abjure their faith, 
were fuccelTivcly beheaded in his prefence. The 
fultan was exafperated by the lofs of his braveft 
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C II A p. Janizaries; and if it be true, that, on the eve of 
ixiv. the engagement, the French had maffacred their 
Turkifh prifoners ** , they might impute to them- 
felves. the confequences of a juft; retaliation. A 
knight, whofe life bad been fpared, was permit- 
ted to return to Paris , that he mighty relate the 
deplorable tale , and folicit the rajifom of the 
noble captives.. In the mean while, the count ' 
of Nevers , \vith the princes and barons of France, 
were dragged alortg in the marches of the Turkifli 
camp, expofed as a grateful trophy to the Mpflems 
of Europe and Afia , and ftridly confined at 
Burfa , as often as Bajazet refided in his capital. 
The fultan was prefled each day to expiate with ' 
their blood the blood of his martyrs ; but he had 
pronounced , that they fliould live , and either 
for mercy or deftrudion his word was irrevocabla. • 
He was adiired of their value and importance 
by the return of the meffenger, and the gifts 
and interceffions of the kings of France and of 
Cyprus. Lulignan prefented him with a gold falt- 
cellar of curious workmanfliip , and of the price 
of ten thoufand duCats ; and Charles the fixth 
difpatchcd by the way of Hungary a caft of 
Norwegian hawks, and fix horfeloads of fcarlet 
cloth, of fiiTe linen of Rheims , and of Arras 
tapeftry , reprefenting the battles of the great 
'Alexander. After much delay , the efted of 
diftance rather than of art, Bajazet agreed to 
' accept a ranfom of two hundred thoufand ducats 

for the count of Nevers and the furviving princes 
and barons : the marlhal Boucicault a famous 
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•warrior , was of the number of the fortunate ; but 
tlic admiral of France had been flain in the battle; 
and the conftable , with the fire de Coucy, died in 
the prifon of Burfa. This heavy demand , -which 
W.4S doubled by incidental cofls, fell chiefly on 
the duke of Burgundy , or rather on his Flemifli 
fiibjedls , who were bound by the feudal laws to 
contribute for the knighthood and captivity of the 
eldeft fon of their lord. For the faithful dif- 
charge of the. debt, fomc merchants of Genoa 
gave fecurity to the amount of five times the 
fum ; a lefTon to thofe warlike times, that com- 
merctf and credit arc the links of the fociety of 
nations. It had been ftipulated in the treaty, 
that the French captives fliould fwear never to 
bear arms againft the perfon of their conqueror; 
but the ungenerous reftraint was abolilhed by 
Bajazet himfelf. “ I defpife,” faid he to the 
heir of Burgundy , “ thy oaths and thy arms.' 
“ Thou art young, and mayeft be ambitious of 
“ effacing the difgracc or misfortune of thy firfl; 
“ chivalry. Affemble thy powers, proclaim thy 
“ defign, and be affured that Bajazet will rejoice 
“ to meet thee a fecond time in a field of battle.” 
Before their departure , they were indulged in 
the freedom and hofpitality of the court of Burfa, 
The French princes admired the magnificence of 
the Ottoman, whofe hunting and hawking equipage 
was compofed of feven thoufand buntfmen and 
feven thoufand falconers*’. lu their prefence , 
and at his 'command, the belly of one of his 
chamberlains was cut open , on a complaint; 

R 3 


CHAP. 

LXIV. 


Digitized by Googte 



•46 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. ajrr\inn: him for drinking the goats-milk of a poor 
LXiv. woman. The ftrangers were aftonilhed by this 
a(fl of juflice; but it was the juftice of a fultan 
who difdains to balance the weight of evidence 
or to meafure the degrees of guilt. 

his enfranchifement from an oppreflive 
, John Palxologus remained thirty-fix 
A. u. years, the helplefs, and as it Ihould feem , the 

carelefs , fpedator, of the public ruin'*. Love, 
or rather luft, \\ms his only vigorous paflion; 
• and in the embraces of the wives and virgins 
of the city, the turkifli flave forgot the dtthonour 
of the emperor of the Romans. Andronicui?, his 
eldeft fon , had formed, at Adrianople, an inti- 
mate and guilty friendfhip with Sauzes the fon of 
Amurath ; and the two youths confpired againff 
the authority and lives of their parents. The 
prefence of Amurath in Europe foon difeovered 
* and diffipated their rafh counfels; and , after de- 
priving Sauces of his fight , the Ottoman threat- 
ened his vaffal with the treatment of an accomplice 
and an enemy, unlefs he inflided a fimilar punifli- 
ment on his own fon. Palieologus trembled 
and obeyed ; and a cruel precaution involved in 
the fame fentence the childhood and innocence 
of John the fon of the criminal. But the operation 
. was fo mildly, or fo unfkilfully, performed, that 
the one retained the fight of an eye, and the 
other was afflided only with the infirmity of 
ni&ora of fquinting. Thus ‘excluded from the fuccelTion , 
<hc Oreciw. piinces were confined in the tower of 

Anema; and the piety of Manuel, the fecond fon 
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of the reigning monarch , was rewarded with the 
gift of the Imperial crown. But at the end of 
two years , the turbulence of the Latins and the 
le^’ity of the Greeks produced a revolution; and 
the two emperors were buried in the tower from 
whence the two prifoners were exalted to the 
throne. Another period of two years afforded 
Palaeologus and Manuel the means of efcape : 
it was contrived by the magic, or fubtlety, of 
a monk , who was alternately named the angel or 
the devil : they fled to Scutari; their adherents 
armed in their caufe ; and the two Byzantine 
fadtions difplaycd the ambition and animofity, 
with which Caefar and Pompey had difputed the 
empire of the world. The Romarf world was 
now contraded to a corner of Thrace , between 
the Propontis and the Black Sea , about fifty 
miles in length and thirty in breadth ; a fpace of 
ground not more extcnfive than the leffer princi- 
palities of Germany or Italy , if the remains of 
Conftantinoplc had not ftill reprefented the wealth 
and populoufnefs of a kingdom. To reftore the 
public peace , it was found neceffary to divide 
this fragment of the empire ; and while Palaeo- 
logus and Ma'nuel were left in poffeflion of the 
capital, almoft; all that lay without the walls was 
.“ceded to th^ blind princes, who fixed their re- 
fulence at Rhodofto and Selybria. In the tranquil 
number of royalty , the paflions of John Palxo- 
logus furvived his reafon and his flrength ; he 
deprived his favourite and heir of a blooming 
princefs of Trcbizond ; and while the feeble 
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CHAP, emperor laboured to confummate his nuptials 
ixiv. Alanuel, with an hundred of the noblefl; Greeks, 
was fent on a peremptory fummons to the Ottoman 
jjorte. They ferved with honour in the warss&f 
Bajazet; but a plan of fortifying Conftantinople 
excited his jealoufy : he threatened their lives ; 
the new works were inftantly demoliflicd; and 
wc fhall beftow a praife , pei+iaps above the 
merit of Palaeologus, if we impute this laft humi- 
liatioji as the caufe of his death. 

The empetot The earlieft intelligence of that event was 
communicated to Manuel , who efcaped with 
1J9J — 1451, fpced and fecrecy from the palace of Burfa' to 
the Byzantine throne. Bajazet affeded a proud 
indifference at the lofs of this valuable pledge; 
and while he purfued his conquefts in Europe 
and Afia, he left the emperor to ftruggle with 
his blind coufm John of Selybria , who, in 
eight years of civil war, afferted his right of 
primogeniture. At length the ambition of the 
«. • vidorious fultan pointed to the conqueft of Con- 
ftantinople; but he liftened to the advice of his 
vizir, who reprefented, that fuch an enterprife 
might unite the powers of 'Chriftendom in a fe- 
cond and more formidable crufade. His epiftle 
' to the emperor was conceived in thcfe words: 
By the divine* clemency , our tnvincible fey-, 
metar has reduced to our obedience almoft all 
Afia, with many and large countries in Eu- 
J39f 1402, « rope^ excepting only the city of Conftantino- 
“ pie; for beyond the walls thou haft nothing 
left. Refign that city; ftipulate thy re\prd; 
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“ or tremble , for ihyfelf and tby unhappy people, 
“ at the confequences of a ralh refufal.” But 
his ambafl'adors were inftr tided to foften their 
tone, and to propofe a treaty, which was fub- 
fcribed with fubmiflion and gratitude. A truce 
of ten years was purchafed by an annual tribute 
of thirty thoufand crowns of gold : the Greeks 
deplored the public toleration of the law of Ma- 
homet, and Bajazet enjoyed the glory ®f eftablilh- 
iog *a Turkilh cadhi, and founding a royal mofch 
in the metropolis of the Eaftern church Yet 
this tr^ice was foon violated by the relllefs ful- 
tan: in the caufe of the prince of Selybria, the 
lawful emperor, an army of Ottomans, again 
threatened Conftantinople ; and the diftrefs of 
Manuel implored the protedion of the king of 
France. His plaintive embafly obtained much 
pity and fome relief; and the condud of the fuc- 
cour was entrufled to the marfhal Bcoicicault 
whofe religious chivalry was inflamed by the de- 
fire of revenging his captivity on the infidels. 
He failed with four fliips of war , from Aigues- 
mortcs to the Hellefpont ; forced the paflage , 
which was guarded by fcventeen Turkilh gnllies; 
landed at Conftantinople a fupply of.ftx hundred 
men at arms and fixteen hundred archers ; and 
reviewed them in the adjacent plain , without 
condefcending to number or array the multitude 
of Greeks. By his prefence, the blockade wasraifed 
both by fea and land ; the flying fquadrons of Ba- 
jazet were driven .to a mpre refpedful diftance; 
and fcveral caftl&s in Europe and Afia were 
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CHAP, ftormed by the emperor and the marfhal , who 
LXiv. fought with equal valour by each other’s fide. But 
the Ottomans foon returned with an increafe of 
numbers; and the intrepid Boucicault, after a 
year’s ftruggle, refolved to evacuate a country 
which could no longer afford cither pay or pro- 
vifions for his foldiers. The marfhal offered to 
condudf Manuel to the French court, where he 
might folirtt in pcrfon a fupply of men and mo- 
ney; and advifed in the mean while, that, tb 
cxtinguifh all domeftic difcord , he fliould leave 
his blind competitor on the throne. The pro- 
pofal was embraced: the prince of Selybria was 
introduced to the capital ; and fuch was the pub- 
lic mifery , that the lot of the exile feemed more 
fortunate than that of the fovcreign. Inftead of 
applauding the fuccefs of his vaffal , the Turkifh 
fultan claimed the city as his own; and on the 
rcfufal of the emperor John , Conflantinople was 
more clofely preffed by the calamities of war and 
famine. Againft fuch an enemy , prayers and re- 
fiftance were alike unavailing; and the favage 
would have devoured his prey, if,' in the fatal 
moment, he had not been overthrown* by an- 
other favage.' ftronger than himfelf. By the vic- 
tory of Timour or Tamerlane, the fall of Con- 
flantinople w.as delayed about fifty years; and 
this important, though accidental, fervice may 
juflly introduce the life and charader of the Mo- 
gul conqueror. 
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CHAP. LXV. 


Elevation of*Tinwur or Tamerlane to the Tkrcne of 
Samarcand. — His Conquejls in Perjia, Georgia^ 
Tartary , Rujfia , India , Syria , and Anatolia. — 
His Turkish War. — Defeat and Captivity of 
Bajazet. — Death of Timour. — Civil W or 
of the Sons of Bajazet. — Rejloration ‘ of the 
Turkish Monarchy by Mahomet the pirji. — > 
Siege of Conjiantinople by Amurath the Second. 


^ J. 'he conqueft and monarchy of the world was 
the firft object of the ambition of TiMouR. To 
live in the memory and efleem of future ages 
was the fecond wifli of his magnanimous fpirit. 
All the civjl and military tranfacflions of his reign 
were diligently recorded in the journals of his 
fecretaries the authentic narrative was revifed 
by the perfons bell: informed off each particular 
tranfadion ; and it is believed in the empire and 
family of Timour, that the monarch himfelf com- 
pofed the commentaries* of his life, and the inJH- 
tutions* of his government *. But thefe cares were 
ineffcclual for the prefervation of his fame, and 
thefe precious memorials in the Mogul orPerfiaii 
hniguage were concealed from the world, or at 
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chap, leafb from the knowleiJge of Europe. The nations 
L.xv. which he vanquifhed exercifed a bafe and im- 
potent revenge; and ignorance has long repeated 
the tale of calumny which had disfigured the 
birth and charadler, the perfon , and even the 
name, of Tamerlane" . Yet his real.merit would 
be enhanced , rather than debafed , by the eleva- 
tion of a peafant to the throne of Afia; nor can 
his lamenefs be a theme of reproach , unlefs he 
had the weaknefe to blulh at a natural, or perhaps 
an honourable , infirmity. 

In the eyes of the Mo'guls, who held the in- 
defeafible fuccelTion of the houfe of Zingis , he 
* was doubtlefs a rebel fubjedl ; yet he fprang 
from the noble tribe of BerUfs: his fifth ancellor, 
Carafliar Nevian , bad been the vizir of Zagatai, 
in his new realm^ of Tranfoxiana; and in the 
afeent of fome generations, the branch of Timour 
is confounded , at leaft by the females \ with the 
Imperial Bern ‘. He was born forty miles to the 
fouth of Samarcand, in the village of Sebzar, in 
the fruitful territory of Cafli, of whicl^ his fathers 
were the hereditary chiefs, as well as of a toman 
of ten thoufand horfe *. His birth was call on 
one of thofe periods of anarchy which announce 
the fall of the Afiatic dynafties, and open a new 
field to adventurous ambition. The khans of 
Zagatai were extind; the emirs afpired to inde- 
pendence; and their doraeftic feuds could only 
be fufpended by the conqueft and tyranny of the 
khatis of Kafligar , who , with an army of Getes 
or Calmucks ", invaded the Tranfoxian kingdom-. 
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From the twelfth year of his age, Timour Fad chap. 
entered the field of adlion ; in the twenty- fifth, lxv. 
he flood forth as the deliverer of his country; His firii .vi- 
and the eyes and wifhes of the people were turn- 
ed towards an hero who fuffered in their caufe. nci. -i^ro. 

The chiefs of the law and of the army had pledg- 
ed their falvation to fupport him with their 
lives and fortunes; but in the hour of danger 
they were filent and afraid; and, after waiting 
feven days on the hills of Samarcand , he re- 
treated to the defcrt with only Tixty horfemen. 

1 he fugitives were ov'ertaken by a thoufand 
Getes# whom he rcpulfed with incredible flaugh- 
ter , and his enemies were forced to exclaim , 

“ Timour is a wonderful man : fortune aaid the 

“ divine favour are with him.” But in this 

bloody adlion his own followers were reduced to ' • 

ten, a number which was foon diminilhed by the 

■defertion of three Carizmians. He wandered in 

the defert with his wife, feven companions, and 

four horfes; and fixty-two days. was he plunged. 

in a loathfomc dungeon, from whence he efcaped 

by his own courage , and the remorfe of the op- 

preffor. After fwimming the broad and rapid 

ftream of the Jihoon , or Oxus ^ he led , during 

fome months , the life of a vagrant and outlaw , 

on the borders of the adjacent Hates. But his 

fame flione brighter in adverfity; he learned to 

diflinguilh the friends of his perfon , the affoci- 

ates of his fortune , and to apply the various 

charadlers of men for their advantage < and above 

all for his o>yn. On his return to his native 
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CHAP, country, Timour was fuccefTively joined by the 

txv. parties of his confederates, who anxioufly fought 

him in the defert; nor can I lefufe to deferibe, 

/ • • ... . ^ 
in his pathetic fimplicity , one of their fortunate 

encounters. He prefented himfelf as a guide to 
three chiefs, who were at the head of feventy 
horfe. “ When their eyes fell upon me,” fays 
Timour, “they were overwhelmed with joy; 

“ and they alighted from their horfes ; and they 
“ came and kpeeled ; and they killed my ftir- 
rup. I alfo came down from my horfe, and 
“ took each of them' in my arms. And I put 
“’my turban on the head of the firll chitf; and 
“ my girdle, rich in jewels and wrought with 
^ > I bound on the loins of the fecond; and 

“ the third , I clothed in ^my own coat. And 
“ they wept, and 1 wept alfo; and the hour of 
“ prayer was arrived, and we prayed. And we 
“ mounted our horfes, and came to my dwel- 
“ ling; and I colleHed my people, and made a 
“ feaft. ” His fluffy bands were foon increafed 
by the braveff of the tribes; he led them againff 
a fuperior foe ; and after fome vicilTitudes of 
war; the Getes were finally driven from the 
kingdom of Tranfoxiana. He had done much 
for his own glory ; but much remained to be 
done , much art to be exerted , and fome blood 
to be fpilt, before he could teach his equals to 
obey him as their malfer. The birth and power of ■ 
the emir Houlfein compelled him to accept a vi- 
cious and unworthy colleague, whofe filler was 
the befl beloved of his wives. Their union 
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■was filort and jealous; but the policy of Timour, chap. 
in their frequent quarrels, expofed his 'rival to ixv. 
the reproach of injuftice and perfidy : and , after 
a final defeat, HoufiTcin was flain by fome faga- 
cious friends, who prefumed, for the laft time, 
to difobey the commands of their lord. At the 
age of thirty - four and in a general diet or 
couroultai , he was inverted with Imperial com- 
mand, but he affeded to revere the houfe of 
Zingis; and while the emir Timour reigned over He afeends 
Za^atai and the Eart, a nominal khan ferved as 
a private officer in the armies of his fervant. A a . «. 1370, 
fertile kingdom , five hundred miles in length 
and in breadth, might have fatisfied the ambition ^ • 
of a fubjed; but Timour afpired to the dominion 
of the world; and before bis death, the crown 
of Zagatai was one of the twenty-feven crowns 
which he had placed on his head. Without 
expatiating on the vidories of thirty - five cam- 
paigns; without deferibing the lines of march, 
which he repeatedly traced over the continent 
of Afia; I fhall briefly reprefent his conquerts in, 

I. Perfia, II. Tartary, and, III. India”, and from 
thence proceed to the more intererting narrative 
of his Ottoman war. 

I. For every war, a motive of fafety or His con. 
revenge , of honour or zeal , of right or con- ^'’***a’ d. 
venience , may be readily found in the jurifpru- *370 — 1470. 
dence of conquerors. No foontr had Timour re- ^ 
united to the patrimony of Zagatai the dependent nsc— 1595. 
countries of Carizme and Candahar , than he 
turned his eyes towards the kyigdoms gf Iran or 
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fc ft A p. Perfia. From the Oxus th the Tigris, that extcn- 
Lxv. five country was left without a lawful fovereign 
fince the death of Aboufaid , the laft of the de- 
fcendants of the great Holacou. Peace and jullice 
had been banilhed from the land above forty 
years; and the Mogul invader might'*feem to 
lifteu to tlie cries of an opprelfed people. Their 
petty tyrants might have oppofed him with con- 
federate arms: they feparately flood , and fuc- 
cellively fell ; and the difference of their fate was 
^ only marked by the promptitude of fubmiflion or 
the obllinacy of refillance. Ibrahim , prince of 
Shirwan or Albania, kiffed the footftool of the 
• ^ Imperial throne. His peace-offerings of filks , 
horfes, and jewels, were compofed, according 
to the Tartar fafhion, each article of nine pieces, 
but a critical fpedlator obferved * that there were 
only eight (laves. “ I myfelf am the ninth,” 
replied Ibrahim , who was prepared for the 
remark ; and his flattery was rewarded by the 
fmile of Timour Shah Manfour, prince of 
Fars, or the proper Perfia, was one of the lealb 
powerful , but mod dangerous , of his enemie.s. 
In a battle under the walls of Shifay, he broke , 
with three or four thoufand foldiers, the coul or 
main body of thirty thoufand horfe, where the 
emperor fought in perfon. No more than fourteen 
. or fifteen guards remained near the ftandard of 
/ Timour: he flood firm as a rock, and received 
on his helm^ two weighty ftrokes of a fcyme- 
tar : the Moguls rallied; the head of Manfour 
was thrown at his feet , and he declared his 
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efteem of the valour of a foe, by extirpating all c H A. P. 
the males of fo intrepid a race. From Shiray , lxV. 
his troops advanced to the Perfian gulf; and the 
richnefs and weaknefs of Orm.uz “ were difplayed 
in an annual tribute of fix hundred thoufand 
dinars of gold. Bagdad was no longer the city 
of peace, the feat of the caliphs; but the nobleft 
conqueft of Houlacou could not be overlooked 
by his ambitious fuccelTor. The whole courfe 
of the Tigris and Euphrates , from the mouth 
to the fources of thofe riv'ers, was reduced to 
his obedience: he eiHcred Edclfa; and the Turk- 
mans of the black flieep were chaftifed for the 
facrilegious pillage of a caravan of Mecca. In 
the mountains of Georgia , the native Cliriftians 
flill braved the law and the fword of Mahomet; 
by three expeditions he obtxiined the merit of the 
j^azie , or holy war ; and the prince of T eflis 1 

became his profelyte and friend. 

II. A juft retaliation might be urged for the n- Of 
invafion of Turkeftan, or the caftern Tartary. 

The dignity of Timour could not endure the 13:0— ijsi. 

impunity of the Getes : he paffed the Sihoon , 

fubdued the kingdom of Calhgar and marched 

feven times into the heart of their country. His 

moft diftant camp was two months journey , or 

four hundred and eighty leagues to the north* 

eaft of Samarcand ; and his emirs, who traverfed 

the river Irtifli , engrav^ed in the forefts of Siberia 

a rude memorial of their exploits The conqueft 

of Kipzak, or the weftern Tartary was founded 

on the double motive of aiding the diftreffed, 
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and chaftifing the ungrateful. Totflartiifh , a fu- 
gitive prince, was entertained and proteded in 
his court: the ambaffadors of Aurufs Khan were 
difmifled with an haughty denial , and followed 
on the fame day by the armies of Zagatai; and 
their fuccefs eftablifhed Toctamifli in the IVlogul 
empire of the north. Rut after a reign of ten 
years, the new khan forgot the merits and the 
ftrength of his benefador ; the bafe ufurper , as 
he deemed him, of the facred rights of the houfe 
of Zingis. 1 hrough the gates of Derbend, he 
entered Perfia at the head of ninety thoufand 
horfe: with the innumerable forces of Kipzak, 
Bulgaria, Circallia , and Ruflia, he pafled the 
Sihoon , burnt the palace.s of Timour, and com- 
pelled him, amidfl; the winter fnows, to contend 
for Samarcand and his life. After a mild expoflu- 
lation and a glorious vidory, the emperor refolved 
on revenge: and by the eaft, and the weft, of 
the Cafpian, and the Volga, he twice invaded 
Kipzak with fuch mighty powers , that thirteen 
miles were meafured from his right to his left 
wing. In a march of five months , they rarely 
beheld the footfteps of man; and their daily fub- 
fiftence.was often trufted to the fortune of the 
chace. At length the armies encountered each 
other; but the treachery of the ftandard-bcarer , 
who, in the heat of adlon, reverfed the Imperial 
ftandard of Kipzak , determined the vidory of 
the Zagatais ; and Todamifli (I fpeak the lan- 
guage Nof the inftitutions) gave the tribe ofTouflii 
to the wind of defolation He< fled to the 
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thrifhian dokc of Lithuania; again returned to the 
banks of the V^olga ; and , after fifteen battles 
With a domeffic rival, at laft perifhed in the wilds 
of Siberia. The purfuit of a flying enemy carried 
7 imour into the tributary provinces of Ruflia: 
a duke of the reigning family was made prifoner 
amidfl: the ruins of his capital; and Yeletz, by 
the pride and ignorance of the Orientals , might 
eafily be confounded with the genuine metropo- 
lis of the nation. IVlofcow trembled at the ap- 
proach of the Tartar, and the refiflance would 
have been feeble, fince the hopes of the Ruflians 
were placed in a miraculous image of the Virgin, 
to whofe protedfion they aferibed the cafual and 
voluntary retreat of the conqueror. Ambition 
and prudence recalled him to* the South , the 
defolate country was exhauftetf, and the Mogul 
foldiers were enriched with an immenfe fpoil of 
precious furs, of linen of Antioch ”, and of 
ingots of gold and filver **. On the banks of 
the Don, or 'Lanais, he received an humble de- 
putation from the confuls and merchants of 
Egypt”, Venice, Genoa, Catalonia, and Bifcay, 
who occupied the commerce and city of Tana, 
or Azoph , at the mouth of the river. They 
offered their gifts, admired his rnagnilicence, and 
trullcd his royal word. But the peaceful vifit of 
an emir, who explored the Bate of the magazines 
and harbour, was fpeedily followed by the dc* 
ftriuflive prefence of the Tartars. The city was 
reduced to aflics ; the Moflems were pillaged and 
difmilfed ; but all the Chiiftians , who had not 
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fled to their fljips, were condemned either eo 
death or flavery Revenge prompted him to 
burn the cities of Serai and Aftrachan, the monu- 
ments of rifipg civilization; and his vanity pro- 
claiived , that be had penetrated to the region of 
perpetual daylight, a flrange phenomenon , which 
authorifed his Mahometan doctors to difpenfe 
with the obligation of evening prayer 

111 . When d'imour firlt propofed to his princes 
and emirs the invafion of India or Hindoftan’*, 
he was anfwered by a murmur of difeontent : 
“ The rivers ! and the mountains and deferts ! 
“ and the foldiers clad in armour ! and the 
" elephants , deftroyers of men ! ” But the dif- 
pleafure of the emperor was more dreadful than 
all thefe terrors and his fuperior reafon was 
convinced, that an enterprife of fuch tremendous 
afpedl was fafe and eafj^ in the execution. He- 
was informed by bis fpies of the weaknefs and 
anarchy of Hindoftan : the Soubahs of the pro- 
vinces had eredled the ftandard of rebellion; and 
the perpetual infancy of fultan Mahmoud was 
defpifed even in the haram of Delhi. The Mogul 
army moved in three great divifions : and Timour 
ohferves with pleafure , that the ninety- two 
fquadrons of a thoufand horfe moft fortunately 
correfponded with the ninety- two names or 
epithets of the prophet Mahomet. Between the 
Jihoon and the Indus , they crofled one of the 
ridges of mountains, which are ftyled by the 
Arabian geographers the ftony girdles of the 
earth. 'I he highland robbers were fubdued or 
extirpated; but great numbers of men and horfes 


/ 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 261 

penfhed in the fnow ; the emperor himfelf was 
Jet down a precipice on a portable fcaffold, the 
ropes were one hundred and fifty cubits in length; 
and , before he could reacii tlie bottom , this 
dangerous operation was five times . repeated. 
Timour crolfed the Indus at the ordinary paffage 
of Attok; and fuccefTively traverfed, in thefoot- 
fleps of Alexander, the Punjab, on live rivers*’, 
that fall into the mafter-ftream. From Attok to 
Delhi, the high road meafures no more than fix 
hundred miles: but the two conquerors deviated 
to the fouth-eaft ; and the motive of Timour 
was to join his grandfon, who had atchieved by 
his command the conqueft of Moultan. On the 
eaftern bank of the Hyphafis , on the edge of 
the defert, the Macedonian hero halted and wept: 
the Mogul entered the defert, reduced the fortrefs 
of Batnir, and flood in arms before the gates of 
Delhi, a great and flourifhing city, whi>;h had 
fubfifted three centuries under the dominion of 
the Mahometan kings. Thefiege, more efpecially 
of the cafUe , might have been a work of time ; 
but he tempted, by the appearance of \^caknefs, 
the fultan Mahmoud and his vizir tci defeend 
into the plain, with ten thoufand cuirafliers, 
forty thoufand of his foot-guards, and one hun- 
dred and twenty elephants, whofe tufks are fiid 
to have been armed with fliarp and poifoned dag- 
gers. Againft thefe monfters , or rather againft the 
imagination of his troops, he. condefeended to 
ufe fome extraordinary precautions of fire and a 
ditch, of iron fpikes and a rampart of bucklers; 
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but the event taught the Moguls to fmile at their 
own fears; and, as foon as thefe unwieldy ani- 
mals were routed , the inferior fpecies (the men 
of India) difappeared from the field. Timour 
made his triumphal entry into the capital ofHin- 
doftan; and admired, with a \dcw to imitate, 
the architecture of the ftately mofch ; but the 
order or licence of a general pillage and maffacre 
polluted the feftiv'al of his vidory. He refolved 
to purify his foldiers in the blood of the idola- 
ters , or G,entoos , who dill furpafs, in the pro- 
portion of ten to one, the numbers of the Mof- 
lems. In this pious defign , he advanced one 
hundred miles to the north-eaft of Delhi, palTed 
the Ganges , fought fev'^eral battles by land and 
water , and penetrated to the famous rock of 
Coupele, the ftatue of the cow, that fiems to 
difcharge the mighty river, whofe fource is far 
diftant among the mountains of Thibet “. His 
return was along the fkirts of the northern hills; 
nor could this rapid campaign of one year judify 
the drange forefight of his emirs, that their chil- 
dren in • warm climate would degenerate into 
a race oLHindoos. 

It was on the banks of the Ganges that Timour 
was informed, by his fpcedy meflengers, of the 
didurbances which had arifen on the confines of 
Georgia and Anatolia, of the revolt of the Chrif- 
tians, and the ambitious defigns of the fultan 
Bajazct. His vdgour of mind and body was not 
impaired by fixty-three years, and innumerable 
fatigues; and , after enjoying foine tranquil months 
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ill tlie palace of Sitmarcand , he proclaimed a new 
expedition of feven years into the welfern coun- 
tries of Aha To the foldiers who had fcrved 
in the Indian war, he granted the choice of re- 
maining at home or following their prince ; but 
the troops of all the provinces and kingdoms of 
Perfia were commanded to alTemble at Ifpahan, 
and wait the arrival of the Imperial flandard. It 
was firft directed againft the Chriftians of Geor- 
gia, who were ftrong only in their rocks, their 
caftles, and the winter feafon; but thefe obftacles 
were overcome by the 7eal and perfeverance of 
Timour : the rebels fubmitted to the tribute or 
the Koran ; and if both religions boafted of their 
martyrs , that name is more juftly due to the 
Chriftian prifoners , who were offered the choice 
of abjuration or death. On his defeent from the 
hills, the emperor gave audience to the firft am- 
baffadors of Bajazet, and opened the hoftile cor- 
refpondence of complaints and menaces ; which 
fermented two years before the final explofion. 
Between two jealous and haughty neighbours, 
the motives of quarrel will feldom be wanting. 
The Mogul and Ottoman conquefts now touched 
each other in the neighbourhood of Erzeroum , 
and the Euphrates; nor had the doubtful limit 
been afeertained by time and treaty. Each of 
thefe ambitious monarchs might accufe his rival 
of violating his territory; of threatening his vaf- 
fals; and protecting his rebels; and, by the name 
of rebels , each underftood • the fugitive princes, 
whofc kingdoms he had ufurped , and whofe life 
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CHAP, or liberty he implacably purTued. The refem* 
I.XV. blaiice of charader was ftill more dangerous than 
the oppofition ofinterell; and in their vidorious 
career, Timour was impatient of an equal, and 
Bajazet was ignorant of a fuperior. The lirn: 
epiflle of the Mogul emperor muft have pro- 
voked, inllcad of reconciling the Turkilh fultan; 
whofe family and nation he affeded to defpife 
“ Dofl thou not know, that the greateft part of 
“ Aha is fubjed to our arms and our laws ? that 
our invincible forces extend from one fea to 
“ the other ? that the potentates of the earth 
“ form a line before our gate? and that we have 
“ compelled fortune herfelf to watch over the 
“ profperity of our empire? AVhat is the founda- 
“ tion of thy infolence and folly? Thou haft 
“ fought fome battles in the woods of Anatolia; 
“ contemptible trophies ! THou haft obtained 
“ fome vidorics over the Chriftians of Europe ; 
“ thy fword was blelTed by the apoflle of God; 
and thy obedience to the precept of the Koran, 
^ “ in waging war againft the infidels, is the foie 

confideration that prevents us from deftroying 
“ thy country , the frontier and bulwark of the 
“ Moflem world. Be wife in time ; refled, repent; 
and avert the thunder of our vengeance, which 
is yet fufpended oter thy head. Thou act no 
“ more than a pifmire; why wilt thou feek to 
provoke the elephants? Alas, they will trample 
“ thee under their feet.” In his replies, Bajazet 
poured forth the indignation of a foul which was 
deeply flung by fuch unufual contempt. After 
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retorting the bafefl reproaches on the thief and 
rebel of the defert, the Ottoman recapitulates his 
boafted vidlories in Iran , Touran, and the Indies; 
and labours to prove , that Timour had never 
triumphed unlcfs by his own perfidy and the 
vices of his foes. “Thy armies are innumerable: 
“ be they fo ; but what are the arrows of the 
“ flying Tartar againfl the fcymetars and battle- 
“ axes of my firm and invincible Janizaries? I 
“ will guard the princes who have implored my 
“ protection : feek them in my tents. The cities 
“ of Arzingan and Erzeroum are mine, and un- 
“ lefs the tribute be duly paid , I will demand 
“ the arrears under the walls of Tauris and Sul- 
“ tania.” The ungovernable rage of the fultan 
at length betrayed him to an infult of a more 
domellic kind. “ If I fly from thy arms faid 
he, “ may my wives be thrice divorced from my 
“ bed: but if thou haft not courage to meet me 
“ in the field , mayeft thou again receive thy 
“ wives after they have thrice endured the em- 
“ braces of a ftranger *°. ” Any violation by 
word or deed of the fecrecy of the Haram is*an 
unpardonable oflence among the Turkifti na- 
tions and the political quarrel of the two mo- 
narchs was embittered by private and perfonal 
refentment. Yet in his firft expedition, Timour 
was fatisfied with the fiege and deftrudlion of 
Siwas or Sebafte , a ftrong city on the borders of 
Anatolia; and he revenged the indiferetion of the 
Ottoman, on a garrifon of four thoufand Arme- 
nians, who were buried alive for the brave and 
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faithful difcharge of their duty. As a Mufulman 
he feemed to refpedl the pious occupation of 
Bajazet, who was ftill engaged in the blockade 
of Conftantinople : and after this falutary leffon , 
the Mogul conqueror checked his purfuit , and 
turned afide to the invafion of Syria and Egypt. 
In thefe tranfaclions , the Ottoman prince, by 
the Orientals, and even by Timour, is ftyled 
the KoijTor of Roiim, the Caefar^f the Romans: a 
title which, by a fmall anticipation, might be 
given to a monarch who pofTelfed the provinces, 
and threatened the city, of the fucceffors of Con- 
ftantine 

The military republic of the Mamalukes ftill 
reigned in Egypt and Syria : but the dynafty of 
the Turks was overthrown by that of the Cir- 
caffi.ans and their favourite Barkok, from a (lave 
and a prifoner , was raifed and reftored to the 
throne. In the midft of rebellion and difeord, he 
braved the menaces, correfponded with the ene- 
mies , and detained the ambaffadors , of the Mo- 
gul , who patiently expedled his deceafe , to re- 
venge the crimes of the father on the feeble 
reign of his fon Farage. The Syrian emirs 
were alfembled at Aleppo to repel the invalion : 
they confided in the fame and difeipline of the 
Mamalukes , in the temper of their fwords and 
lances of the pureft fteel of Damafcu.s , in the 
ftrength of their walled, cities , and in the popu- 
Joufnefs of fixty thoufand villages : and inftead 
of fuftaining a fu'ge , they threw open their gates, 
and arrayed their forces in the plain. , But thefe 
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forces were not ccmcntcrl by virtue and union; 
and fomc poweiliil emirs bad been fedneed to 
defert or betray their more loval companions. 
Timour’s front was covered with a line of Indian 
elephants, whofe turrets were filled with archers 
and Greek fire : the rapid evolutions of his cavalry 
completed the difmay anddiforder; the Syrian 
crowds fell back on each other; many thoufands 
were I'tified or fiaughtered in the entrance of the 
great flrcet ; the IVloguls entered with the fugi- 
tives ; and, after a flrort defence, the citadel, the 
impregnable citadel of Aleppo, was furrendered 
by cowardice or treachery. Among the fuppliants 
and captives , Timoiir diftinguifhed the doclors 
of the law , .whom he invdted to the dangerous 
honour of a perfonal conference The Mogul 
prince was a zealous Mufulman ; but his Perfian 
fchools had taught him to revere the memory of 
Ali and Hofein; and he had imbibed a deep pre- 
judice againft the Syrians, as the enemies of the 
fon of the daughter of the apollle of God. To 
thefe doctors he propofed a captious queftion , 
which the cafiiifts of Bochara , Samarcand , and 
Herat , were incapable of refolving. “ Who are 
“ the true martyrs, of thofc who are flain on my 
“ fide , or on that of my enemies? ” But he 
was filenced , or fatisfied , by the dexterity of 
one of the cadhis of Aleppo , who replied , in 
the words of Mahomet himfelf, that the motive, 
not the enfign , conftitutes the martyr; and that 
the Moflems of cither party, who fight only 
for the glory of God , may deferve that facred 
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CHAP, appellation. The true fucceffion of the caliphs was 
LXv. a controverfy of a ftill more delicate nature and 
the franknefs of a doctor, too honeft for his 
fituation , provoked the emperor to exclaim , 
“ Ye are as falfe as thofe of Damafeus : Moa- 
“ wiyah was an ufurper, Yezid a tyrant, and 
“ Ali alone is the lawful fuccclTor of the prophet.” 
A prudent explanation reftored his tranquillity ; 
and he paffed to a more familiar topic of couver- 
fation. “ What is your age?” faid he to the 
cadhi. “ Fifty years. ” — “ It would be the age 
“ of my eldeft fon: you fee me here (continued 
“ Timour ) a poor, lame, decrepit mortal. Yet 
“ by my arm has the Almighty been pleafed to 
“ fubdue the kingdoms of Iran, Touran, and 
“ the Indies. I am not a man of blood ; and 
“ God is my witnefs, that in all my wars I have 

' “ never been the aggreffor, and that my enemies 

, “ have always been the authors of their own 

“ calamity. ” During this peaceful converfation , 
the ftreets of Aleppo ftreamed with blood , and 
re-echoed with the cries of mothers and children, 
with the fhrieks of violated virgins. The rich 
plunder that was abandoned to his foldiers might 
llimulate their avarice ; but their cruelty was en- 
forced by the peremptory command of producing 
an adequate number of heads , which , according 
to his cuftom , were curioufly piled in columns 
and pyramids : the Moguls celebrated the feaft 
of vidlory , while the furviving Moflems paffed 
the night in tears and in chains. I lhall not dwell 
on the march of the deflroyer from Aleppo to 
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Damafcus , where he was rudely encountered , c h a r. 
and almoft overthrown, by the armies of Egypt. L.xv. 
A retrograde motion was imputed to his diftrefs 
and defpair : one of his nephews deferted to the 
enemy; and Syria rejoiced in the tale of his defeat, 
when the fultan was driven by the revolt of the 
IVlamalukes to e(cape with precipitation and fliame 
to his palace of Cairo. Abandoned by their 
prince, the inhabitants of Damafcus ftill defended Damafcus, 
their walls ; and Timour confented to raife the 
fiege , if they would adorn his retreat with a gift 
or ranfom; each article of nine pieces. But no 
fooner had he introduced himfelf into the city , 
under colour of a truce, than he perfidioufly 
violated the treaty ; impofed a contribution of 
ten millions of gold ; and animated his troops to 
chaftife the pofferity of thofe Syrians who had 
executed , or approved , the murder of the grand- 
fon of Mahomet. A family which had giv'en 
honourable burial to the head of Hofein , and a 
colony of artificers whom he fent to labour at 
Samarcand , were alone referved in the general 
malfacre ; and , after a period of feven centuries, 

Damafcus was reduced to alhes , becaufe a 
Tartar was moved by religious zeal to avenge 
the blood of an Arab. The Ioffes and fatigues 
of the campaign obliged Timour to renounce 
the conqueft of Paleftine and Egy’pt; but in his 
return to the Euphrates , he delivered Aleppo 
to the flames ; and juftified his pious motive 
by the pardon and reward of two thoufand 
fc<flaries of Ali , who were defirous to vifit the 
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tomb of his fon. 1 have expatiated on the 
perfonal anecdotes which mark the charaefter of 
the Mogul hero; but I fiiall briefly mention”', 
that he ereded on the ruins of Bagdad a pyramid of 
ninety thoufand heads ; again vifited Georgia ; en- 
camped on the banks of the Araxes ; and proclaim- 
ed his refolution of marching agaipfl; the Ottoman 
emperor. Confeious of the importance of the 
war, he colleded his forces from every province: 
eight hundred thoufand men were enrolled on 
his military lift’^; but the fplendid commands of 
five, and ten, thoufand horfc , ‘ may be rather 
exprciTivc of the rank and pcnfion of the chiefs, 
than of the genuine number of efteclive foldiers ”. 
In the pillage of Syria, the iVIoguls had acquired 
immenfe riches : but the delivery of their pay 
and arrears for feven years , more firmly attached 
them to the Imperial ftandard. 

During this diverfion of the Mogul arms , 
Bajazet had two years to collect his forces for a 
more ferious encounter. They confifted of four 
hundred thoufand horfe and foot ” , whofe merit 
and fidclitv were of an unequal complexion. 

may diferiminate the .lanizaries who have 
been gradually railed to an eltablifiimcnt of forty 
thoufand men; a national cavalry, the Spahis of 
modern times ; twenty thoufand cuirafliers of 
Europe, clad in black and impenetrable armour; 
the troops^ of Anatolia , whofe prjnces had 
taken refuge in the camp of Timour , and a 
colony of Tartars , whom he had driven from 
Kipzak , and to whom Bajazet ha'd afligned a 
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fettlement in the plains of Adrianople. The c n A r. 
fearlefs confidence of the fnltan urged him to 
meet his antagonill; and, as if he had chofcn 
that fpot for revenge , he difplaycd his banners 
near the ruins of lire unfortunate Suvas. In the 
mean while , Timour moved from the Araxes 
through the countries of Armenia and Anatolia; 
his boldnefs was fecured by the wifefi; precau- 
tions ; his fpeed was guided by order and dif- 
ciplinc; and the woods, the mountains, and the 
rivers , were diligently explored by the flying 
fquadrons , who marked his road and preceded 
his (landard. Firm in his plan of fighting in the 
heart of the Ottoman kingdom, he avoided their 
camp; dextroufly inclined to the left; occupied 
C.cfarea ; traverfed the fait defert and the river 
Ilalys; and invefted Angora: while the fultan, 
immoveable and ignorant in his port, compared 
the Tartar fwiftnefs to the crawling- of a fnail 
he returned on the wings of indignation to the 
relief of Angora; and as both generals were alike 
impatient for adion , the plains round that city Angora, 
-were the feene of a memorable battle, which 
immortalifed the glory of Timour and the fliame 
of Bajazet. For this fignal vidlory, the fVlogul 
emperor was indebted to himfelf , to the genius 
of the moment, and the difeipline of thirty years. 

He had improved the tadics , without violating 
the manners , V)f his nation '** , whofe force 
flill confided in the miflile weapons, and rapid 
evolutions , of a numerous cavalry. From a 
fingle troop to a great army, the mode of attack 
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CHAP, was the fame : a foremoft line firfl: advanced 
LXV. to the charge, arrd was fupported in a jufl 
order by the fquadrons of the great vanguard. 
The general’s eye watched over the field , and 
at his command the front and rear of the right 
and left wings fuccellively moved forwards * 
in their feveral divifions , and in a diredl or 
oblique line : the enemy was preffed by eigh- 
teen or' twenty attacks; and each attack afforded 
a chance of victory. If they all proved fruitlefs 
or unfuccefsful , the occafion was worthy of 
the emperor himfelf, who gave the fignal of 
advancing to the ftandard and main body, which 
he led in perfon But in the battle of Angora, 

' the main body itfelf was fupported , on the 
' I flanks and in the rear , by the biavefl: fquadrons 
of the referve , commanded by the fons and 
grandfons of Timour. The conqueror of Hin- 
doftan oftentatioufly fiicwed a line of elephants, 
the trophies , rather tlian the inftruments , of 
vidtory : the ufe of the Greek fire was familiar 
to the Moguls and Ottomans : but had they 
borrowed from Europe tlie recent invention of 
gunpowder and cannon, the artificial thunder, 
in the hands of either nation , muft have turned 
the fortune of the day In that day, Bajazet 
difplayed the qualities of a foldier and a chief: 
but his genius funk under a ftronger afcendant; 
and from various motives , the greateft part of 
his troops failed him in the decifive moment. 
His rigour and avarice had provoked a mutiny 
among the Turks; and even his'fon Soliman too 

haftly 
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liaftily withdrew from the field. The forces of c h a p. . 
Anatolia, loyal in their revolt, were drawn away lxv. 
to the banners of thSir lawful princes. His 
Tartar allies had been tempted by the letters 
and emilTaries of Timour ; who reproached 
their ignoble fervitude *under the flaves of their 
• fathers ; and offered to their hopes the dominion 
of their ne\y, or the liberty of their ancient, 

. country. In the right wing of Bajazet, the cuiraf-, 
fiers of Europe charged, with faithful hearts and 
irrefiftible arms; but thefe men *of -iron were • 
foon broken by an artful flight and headlong 
purfuit : and the Janizaries , alone , without • • 

cavalry’or miflile weapons, were encompnffed by * * 

the circle of the Mogul hunters. ,Their valour , 

■was at length oppreffed by heat, thirft, and the 
weight of numbers ; and the unfortunate fultan • * 

afflidled with the gout in his* hands and feet, . » 

.was tranfpbrted frdm the field on the fleeteft of • . 

his hbrfes. He was porfued and taken ’by the 
titular khan ofZagatai. ; and, after his cafiture 
and the defeat of the Ottoman powers , the 
kingdom of Anatolia fubmitted to the conqueror, 
who planted his ftandard at Kiotahia, and difperf- 
.• .ed on- all fides the minifters of rapine and de- 
'ftrudion. Mirza Meht:mmed Sultan, the eldeft Defeat amt 
and bed beloved of his grandfons, was difpatfhed “P'lvityof 
to B“urfa with thirty thaufand horfe .' and fuch ®‘*'****’ ’ ^ 

was* his youthful ardour, ih.^t he arrived with 
• onjy four thoufand at the gates of the capital, 
after performnig in five days a march of two , • 
hundred and thirty miles. Yet fear is ftill more ' 
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CHAP rapid yi its couife : anti Soliman , the fon- of 
ixv. Bajazet, had already pafled oyer to Europe with 
the royal treafurc. The'fpoil, however, of the 
palace and city was immcnl'e; the inhabitants had 
efcaped ; but the building, for the naoft part of 
wood , were reduced to allies. From Hurfa, 

, * the grandfon of Timour advanced to Nice, even 

yet a fair and flourilliing city ; an^l the Mogul 
^fquadrons were only ftopped by the* waves of 
the Propontis. The • fiimc fuccefs attended the 
' . other mirzas ■Rnrf emirs- in their excurfions: and 

Smyrna , defended by the zeal agd courage of 
, • the Rhodian knights, alone deferved the prefence 

• of the emperor himfelf. After an obftin.ate 

defence, the place was taken by (form ; all that- 
breathed was put to the fword; and the heads 
• , of the Chriflian heroes were launched from the 

• . engines , on board of two carracks , or great 

fliips of Europe, that. rode* at anchor in the. 
harbour. The IVIoflems of Afia rejoiced in their 
dclivcjance from a dangerous and domcftic foe , 
and a parallel was drawn between the two 
rivals," by obferving that, Timour, in fourteen 
days, had reduced a fortrefs which had fullained 
feven years the fiege , or at lead the blockade , . 
of Bajazet ■ ' * • * 

The llrtty of l^be iron cage in which Bajazet was imprifoned 
his. iroii cage Tamerlane, fo long*;ind fo often repcate'd a*s 

a moral leffon, is now rejedled as a fable by ’the 
modern writers, who fniile at the vulgar credu- . 
. lity **. 1 hey appeal with .confidence to the Per- 
. - fian hiftory of Sherefeddin Ali, -vyhich has been 
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given to our curiofity in a French verfion , and chap, 
from which 1 fliall collect and abridge^ more Lxv. 
fpecious narrative of this memorable tranfadion. 

No fooner wa> Timour informed that the captive dirpr»ved by. 
Ottoman was at the do«r of his tent, than he 
graciouny dept forwards to receh'e him, feat^d Timour* 
him by his (ide, and mingled with juft reproaches * 
a footlijng pity for his rank* and misfortline. 

“ Alas!” faid the emperor, “the decree' of ‘fate 
is now accomplinied by yotir own fault: it is 
“ the web»*which you have woven, the thorns 
“ of the tree which yourfelf have planted. I 
“ wifhed toTjjare, and even to aflift, the* cham- *. < 

“ pion of the Mofleins? you braved our threats; 

you defpifcd our friendfliip ; you forced us to 
“ enter your kingdom with our invincible armies. • ^ 

“ d3ehold^the event. Had you vanquifljed, I an» 
not ignorant of the fate which you referved 
“ for myfclf and. my troops. But I difdain to 
“ retaliate: yOur life and. honour are fecure; am! ^ 

“ I fhall exprefs my gratitude to Gpd by my 
“ clemsncy to man.” The royal captive fhewed * , 

’ fome figns of repentance , accepted the humiliav 
.tion of a robe of honour, and embraced with * 
tears his fon Moufa ^ 'vlio, at his requeft, was 
fdlight and found art»ong the captives of the field. 

The Ottoman princes were lodged in a fplendid 
,pa\4lion; and the refpecfl of the guards could 
be furpaffed only by thdir vigilance. On the 
arrival o.f the haram from* Burfa; Timour re- 
ftored the queen Defpina and her daughter to , 

tlieir father and liufba^d j but he pioufly *equiie<Jj> 
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that the Servian princefs ^ who had hitherto been 
indulged in the profeflion of Chriftianity, fliould 
embrace without delay the religion of the pro- 
phet. In the feaft of vidtory, to which Bajazet 
was invited, the Mogul* emperor placed a crown 
on his head and a feeptre in his hand, with a 
•folemli alTufance of reftoring him with an increafe 
of glory to the throne of his anceftors. Biit the 
cffedl of this promife was difappointed by the 
fultan’s untimely dbath : amidft the care of the ^ 
moft fkilfiil phyficians , .lie expired orf an apo- 
plexy at Aklhehr, the Antioch off^fidia, about 
nine months after his defeat. The vicfor dropped 
a tear over his grave; Tiis body, with royal 
pomp , was conveyed to the' maufoleum. which 
he had eredled at Burfa ; and his fon Moul^ , ■ 
after receiving a rich prefent of gold ai^d jewels, . 
of horfes and arms , was inverted by a patent ih , 
red ink with the kingdom of Anatolia. 

Such is the portrait of a generous conqueror, 
which has* been extraded from his own memcH 
rials , and dedicated to his fon and grandfon , 
nineteen years after his deceafe ; and, at a time . 
when the truth was remembered by thoufands,. 

' a manifert falfehood \vould,have implied a fatire 
on . his real condud. Weighty indeed is this e^i- • 
dence, adopted by all the Perfian hirtorles""; yet 
flattery, more efpeciall^'’ in the Eart, is bafe %ikI , 
audacious; and tlje harfh and ignominious treat- 
ment of Bajazet is attdled by a chain of witnertes, 
fome of vyhom fliall be produced in the order 
of their time and country, The reader has npt 
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forgot the garrlfon of French , whom the* marfhal 
Boucicaiilt left ^hind hiqji for the defence of 
Conflantin^le. .They Were on the fpot to re- 
ceive the e^rJieft and moO«faithfnl intelligence of 
the overthrow of their great adverfary* *and it is 
,more than probable,’ that foriie of them accom- 
panied the Greek embalTy*to the camp of Tamer- 
lane. From their account, the hardships of the 
prifon aqd death of Bajazet are affirmed by the 
marfhal’s fervant? and hifforian, within the dilfance 
of feven years ’*. 2? 'She name of Poggius the 
Italian is defervedly famous among the revivers 
of learning in the fifteenth century. His elegant 
dialogue on the, yicifTitudes of fdrtUne was 
compofed in his fiftieth year, twenty-eight years 
after the Turkifh vitflory of Tamerlane whom 
he celebrates as not inferior t< 3 ' tHe illuftrious Bar- 
barians of antiquity. Of his exploits and difoi-t 
pline Poggius was informed by feyeral ocular 
witnefTes; nor does he forget an ej(ample fo ap- 
j)ofite to his theme as. the Ottoman monarch , 
whom the Scythian confined like a wild beaft in 
an iron cage, and exhibited a^fpedlacle to Afia. 

I might add the authority of two Italian chroni- 
cles, perhaps of an earlier date, which would 
prove at leaft that the fame flory, whether falfe 
or trhe, was imported into Europe with the 
firfl: tidings of the revolution ”. 3. At the time 

when Poggius flourifhed at Rome , Ahmed Ebn 
Arabfhah compofed at Damafeus the florid and 
malevolent hiftorypf Timour, for which he had 
collcdled materials in his journies over Turkey 
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and Tdrtary \EIthout any poflible corrcfpond- 
ence between [the Latin and the Arabian writer, 
they agree* in the fad of the ircvi cag| ; and their 
agreement is a ftriki*ig proof of tijeir common 
veracity.* Ahmed Arabfliah likewife relates an- 
other outrage , which Ba jazet endured , of a, 
more dorneftic;, and tender nature. His indifcrcet 
mention of women and .divorces was deeply re- 
tented by the jealous Tartar: in the fe^ft of vic- 
tory, the wine Was ferved by female cupbearers, 
and the fultan beheld li|s sown concybines and 
wives confounded among the (laves , and exp®fed 
without a veil to the eyes of intemperance. To 
cfcape a fimilar indignity, it fs.faid, that his fuc- 
cellbrs, except in a tingle inftance, have abftain- 
ed from' legitimate nuptials; and the Ottoman 
pradice and befief' at Icaft in the fixteenth cen- 
, tury, is attefted i>y the 'obferving Bufbequius 
ambaftador from the court of Vienna to the great 
Soliman. 4. Such is the reparation of language, 
that the tediraony of a Greece is not lef> independ; 
ent than that of a Latin or an Arab. I fup- 
prefs the names of Chalcondyles and Ducas, who 
flouriflied in a lattfr period, and wha fpeak in. a 
fefs pofitive tone; but more attention is due to 
George Phranza -protoveftiare of the laft em- 
perors, and who was born a year before the 
battle of Angora. Twenty- two years after that 
event,. he was fent ambafkidor to Amurath the 
fccond ; and the hiflorian might cortverfe with 
forae veteran Janizaries , who^ had been made pri- 
foners with the fultan, and had themfelvcs feen 
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liim In Ills iron cage. 5. T}ic lad evidence, in ch a p. 
every fcnfi ?5 is that of the. Tuikiil\ ijnnals , which fxv. 
have been confulted or tranferibed by Leunchi- 
vius, Pocock , and Cantemir '1 hey unani- 
moufly deplore the captivity of the iron cage ; , 

and fome credit may be allowed to national 
hifforians , N^io cannot ftigmatize the Tartar 
withotit uncovering the fliame of tlicir king and 
countiy. . * 

' From thefc oppofite premifes , a fair and mo- Probable 
derate conclufion may be deduced. I am fatisfied 
that Sherefeddin Ali ha.s faithfully deferibed the 
lirft offentatious interview, in which the con-* 
querdr, whofc fpirits were harmonifed. by fuccefs, 
affeeded the charaefer of generofity. ^ut his mind - ^ 
was infenfibly alienated by the unfeafonable ar- 
rogance of Bajazet ; ^he complaints of his fne- 
inies, the Anatolian princes, were jud and vehe- 
ment; and Timoiir betrayed a defign of leading 
his royal captiv,c in triumph to Samarcand. An 
;ittempt to facilitate his efcape , by digging a 
_ .mine under -the tent, provoked the INIocul em- 
peror to impofe a Jiarflier redraint ; ana in his ^ 

' * perpetual marches,^ an iron cage -on a waggon 
might be invented*, not as a wanton infult, but 
-as a rigorous precaution. ^Timour had read in • 
.fome fabulous hidory a fimilar treatment of ojic 
of his predeceflbrs , a king of Perfia; and B.ajjzet 
was condemned to reprefent the perfon, and ex- 
piate J;he guilt, of the R^man Cafar But th*c Dc«h of 
ftrength of his mind and body fainted under the 
tri^l , and his premature death might , without March 9-. 
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CHAP, injuftice , be afcribed to the feverity of Timour, 

, ' LXV. He warred oat with the dead ; a tftr and a fe- •• 
pulchre were all that he could bellow on a cap- « 
■ • tive who was delivered from his power ; and if 

, IVloufa, the fon of Bajazet, was permitted to 
reign over the ruins of Burfa , the greateft part • 
of the province of Anatolia had ^en reftored by 
the conqueror to their lawful fov^reigns. * 

•Termor the From the Irtifh and Volgak to the^Perfian 
Ti^ouf' Gulf; and from the Ganges to Damafeus and the . 

‘ A. H. 1403. Archipelago , Afia was in the hand of Timour^ 

.his armies were invincible , his ambition was ’ 

* boundlefs , and his zeal might afpire to conquer 
and convert the Chriftian kingdoms of the* Weft, 

^ ^ which alrearly trembled at his name. He touched 

the utmoft verge of the land ; but an infuperable, 

^ tht)ugh narrow , fea rolletF between the two con- 
' 0 tinents of Europe and Afia ’* ; :wid the lord of 

' fo many tomans, or myriads , of horfe , was not 4 

* 'mafter of a fingle galley. I'he.two paftagej of 

. the Bofphorus and Htllqfpont j of Conftantinople 
• • and C^llipoli , were poffelTed, the one 'by the, . 

^ Ghriftians , the other by |j^e Turks. On this 
. great occafion , they forgot the* difference of *re> 

ligion to adt with union and'firmnefs in the comr 
, , • mon caufe : the do,ublc ftreights were guarded , 

with Ihips and fortifications; and they feparately 
• withheld the tranfports, which Timour di-'manded 

of cither nation, under the pretence of attacking 
their enemy. At the 4 ‘ame time ; they Joothed 
his pride with tributary gifts and fuppliant em- 
baflies', and prudently tempted him to retreat 
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v^Ith the Tiononrs of vidtory. Soliman , the fon 
of Bajazet, implored .his clemency for his father 
and himfelf; accepted ,*by a red patent, the in- 
veftiture of the kingdotn of Romania , which 
he already, held by the fword ; and reiterated his 
ardent \vi/h , of cafling himfelf in perfon at the 
feet of the king of the world. The Greek em- 
peror ( either John or Manuel ) fubmitted to 
pay the fame tribute which he had ftipulated 
with the Turkifh fultan , and ratified the treaty 
by an oath X)f allegiance ^ from which -he could 
abfolve his confcience fo foon as the Mogul arms 
b^d retired frort* Anatolia. But the feat^' and 
fancy of nations afcribed to the ambitious Tamer- 
lane a new defign ofvaft and romantic compafs ; 
a defign of fubduing Egypt and Africa, marching 
from the Nile to the Atlantic Ocean*, entering 
Europe by the Streights of Gibraltar, and, after 
impofing his yoke on the kingdorns of Chrilfen- 
dom,. of returning home by the. deferts of RuBia 
and Tartary. This remote, and perhaps imagi- 
nary , danger was averted by the fubmifliorf of 
the fultan of Egypt : the honours of the* prayer 
and the*coin, attefted at Cairo the fupremacy of 
TimouV; and a rare gift of n oirajfe , or camelo- 
pard, and nine oftriches, repr’efented at Samarcand 
the tribute of the African wgrld. Our ihaagina- 
tion is not lefs aftonifhed by the portrait of a 
Mogul, who, in his camp before Smyrna, me- 
ditates and aimofl; accompliflies the invafioii of 
the Chinpfe empire Timour was 'urged to 
this enterprife by national- honour and religious 
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CHAP, 

I,XV. 


Hi« triumph 
at •Samar- 


zeal. The torrents which he had fired of Mu- 
folman blood could be expiated only by an equal 
deftrudion of Ihc infideft ; and a.s he now ftqod 
at the gates of paradife , he might beft fccurc 
his glorious entrance by demolilhing the idols 
of China, founding mofehs in every city, and 
cRablrfiiing the profcllion of faith in one God, 
and his prophet Mahomet. The recent expulfion 
<^f the houfe of Zingis was an infult on the 
Mogul name ; and the diforders of the empire 
afforded the faired opportunity for revenge. The 
illuftrious Hongvou , founder of the dyhady of 
Jling, died four years before thg battle of Angora; 
and his grandfon , a weak and unfortunate youth, 
was burnt in his palace, after a million of Chinefe 
had perilhed in the civil war Before he 
evacuate^ Anatolia , Timour difpatched beyon^l 
the Sihoon a numerous army, or rather colony, 
'of his ojd and new fubjeds , to open the road 
te fubdue the Pagan Calmucks and Mungals , 
and to found cities and magazines in* the defert; 
and, by the diligence of his lieutenant, he foon 
received a perfed map and defeription of the 
unknowa regions, from the fource of the Irtifil 
to the wall of China. During thefe preparations, 
the emperor atchieved the final conqueflof Geor- 
gia; paffed the winter on the banks oftheAraxes; 
appealed the troub’les of Perfia ; and' flowly re^ 
turned to his capital, after a campaign of four 
years and nine •months. 

On the throne of Samarcand “ , he.dlfplayed 
ia a fhort repofe his. magnificence and power ; 
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li.flcned to tbc coir.pl a ints of»tlic people ; diflribiit- chap. 
cd a iuft mcafiire of rewards and nuninmients : 

eirployed hi» nones 111 the architecture ot palaces juiy 

and temples; an .l gave au'^gnee tef the ambaf- 
fadors of Egypt, Arabia, India, Tartary, Rullia, *■ 

and Spain , the laft of whom prefented a fuit of. . * 

tapeflry which eclipfed the pencil of the Oriental , 

artifls. 1 he marriage of fix of the emperor’s 
grandfons was efteemed an acl of religion , as 
w^ll as of paternal tendernefs; and the pomp of •* 
the ancient caliphs- was revived in their nuptials. 

They were- celebrated in the gardens of Canighul,* 

. decorated with innumerable tents and pavilions, 
which difplayed the luxury of a great city and 
the fpoils of a victorious camp. Whole forefls 
were cut down tj> fupply fuel, for the kitchens; 
the plain was Jp^ad with pyramids of meat, and ' , 

vafes of every, liquor , to which thoufands of 
guefts were courteoufly invite^ :^the orders of 
the ftate , and the nations oF the earth ,’ were 

• marlhalled at the ixiyal banquet ; nor were the 

• ambafTadors of Europe ( fay.s the haughty PerHan) ^ 

excluded from the fcaft; fince even the cojj’is, 
thefmallefl of fifh, find their place in the oc?ean **. 

,'The public joy was teftified by illuminatiops and • 
•mafquerades ; the trades of Samarcand paffed in * , 
review; and every trade was emulous to execute 
fome quaint device , fome liiarvellous pageant , 
with the materials of their peculiar art. After 
the marriage-contraifls had been ratified by the 
c#dhis; the bridegrooms and th'eir brides retired 
to the nuptial chambers ; nine times , according , • 
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CHAP, 'to the Afi-\tic faniion , they were ' drefled and 

4 XV. iindrefled; and at each change oji apparel , pearls 
and rubies were fliowered on tlieir heads, ‘and 
^ contemptuofifly al^ndoned to^ their attendants. 
A general indulgence. was proclaimed : every law 
• • »was relaxed, every pleafure was allowed ; the 

• people was free, the fqyereign was idle; and 
the hjflorian of Timdur may remark , that , a'ter 
devoting fifty years to the attainment of empire, 

■ the only happy period of his' life were the twvo 
months in which he ceafed to*exercife his power. 
•But he was foon awakened to the cares of govern- 

• ment and war. The ftatjdard was unfurled, for 
' the invafion of China; the emirs made their report 

of two hundred thoufand, the felecl and vetetan 
foldiers of Iran and Touran : ,their baggage and 

• provifions were tranfported by live, hundred great 

. • ^ waggons, and an immenfe train of horfes and 

camels; and tljc ^oops might prepare for a long 
• abfcnce, fince more than fix months were employed 
in the tranquil journey of a.caravan from S'amar- 

• cand to Pekin. Neither age, nor the feverity of the ' 
I winter, could retard the impatience of Timour; he 

roounled on horfeback , palfcd the Sihoon on the 
ice, marched feventy-fix parafangs,* three hundred 
.• miles, from his capital, and pitched his laftcamp' 
in the neighbourhood of Otrar, where he was 
cxpedled by the angel of death. Fatigue, and 
His de*th on the indifcreet ufe of iced water, accelerated the 
Chin'^s*'* progrefs of his fever; and the conqiieror of Afia 
A. D. T 40 ?, ‘ expired in the feventieth year of his age , thirfy- 

I. 
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five years after he had afcended the throne of chap. 
Zagatai. His defigns were loft; his armies were 
difbanded ; China wasfaved; and fourteen years 
after his deceafe, the raoft powerful of his childrea 
fent an embafty of friendlhip and commerce to 
the court of Pekin*’. * • 

The fame of Timour has pervaded the Eaft Characttf 
an^ Weft; his pofterity is ftill invefted Vith the 
Imperial t/t/e ; and .the admiration etf his fubjedls, 

^vho revered him almoft as a deity » may be juf- 

tified in fome degree by the praife or cbnfeftion 

of »his bittereft enemies **. Although he was- 

lame of an hand and foot , his form and ftature 

Were notunworthy of his rank; and his vigorous • • 

health, fo efiential to himfelf and to the world, . 

■was corroborated by. temperance af!d' exercife.f • 

In his familiar difcourfe he was grave and modeft, 
and if he was ignorant ctf the Arabic language , 
he fpoke with^uency and elegance the Perfian • 
and Turkilh ^idioms. It was his delight to Ton-® 

•verfe with the. learned on topics of hiftory and 
fcience ; and «the amufemefit of his leifure hours 
•was the gatue pf chefs , which he improved or 
corrupted with new refinements*^. In his reli.gion, 
he was” a zealous , though not* perhaps an or- 
thodox, Mufulman**; but liis found underftand- 
ing may tempt us to b#ieve, that a fuperftitious 
jeverence for on^cns and prophecies ! for faints • x 
and aftrologers, ^yas•anl/affedled as an inftrumenC 
of policy. In the government of a vaft empire , 
he flood alone and abfolute,. without a rebel to 
oppofe his power j a favourite to feduce his • 
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L p, afFedions , or a itiinifter to miflead his judgment. 

It was his firmeft maxim, that whatever might, 
be the confequence , the word of the princfe 
lliould never be disputed or recalled ; but his foes' 
have malicioufly obferyed , that the commands 
of anger and dcftrudioii were more flridUy exe- ’ 
cuted than fliofe of beneficence and favour. His 
foils ancf grandfons , of whom Timour left ^x- 
• aud-thirty at his jtleceafe , were his firff and moft 
fubmillive fubjeds ; and whenever they deviated 
from their duty , they were corvedcd , according 
.to the laws of Zingis, with the baftonade , and 
afterwards reffored to honour and command. Per- 
haps his heart was not devoid of the fociai 
virtues; perhaps he was not iocapaljle of loving 
his friends %nd pardoning his encraie»; but the 
rules of morality are founded on the public in- 
tereft; and it , may be.fullicient to applaud the 
#. •wijliom of a monaich , for the liberality by which 
®he fs not impoverilhed ,* and for the juRice by 
which he is Rrengthened and enriched. To 
maintain the. halmony^f authority a«d obedience, 
tt) chaRife the proud , to proted thp weak , to 
reward the deferving, *to banilli vice and idlenefs 
horn his dominions , to fecure the traveller and 
merchant, to- re R rain the depredations of the 
• foldier, tocherifli the laHours of the huRiandman, 
to encourage induRry and learning', and, by an 
equal and moderate alftiripent^ to increafe the 
^ revenue, ^yithout increafing the taxes, aiic indeed 
the duties of a prince; but,^in the difeharge of 
. thefe duties, he finds an ample and immediate 
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* ^ecompence. Ttr.'oiir i-'caH:, ^Iiat at I’is. c it a f. 

accenfion to the ihron<4. Alia was the prey of Lxv. 
anarchy ami rapine, whilff under his jjiOfpcrous 
flnonarchy a child , fearlt^fs and unhurt,* might 
^ carry a j)infe of gold from the Half to the M'eff. 

Such wa^ his confidenoe o^ merit’,, that from this 
reformation he derived an cxcufe for his vidtories, 

*and a title to univerfal dominion. The four 
following obfervatipns will ferve to appreciate 
his "claim 'to the public gratitude; and perhaps 
we fi'ttll coticlude, that the JVloguI. emperor wa% 
rather the fcourge than theben^adfor ofmankintk 
i.'lf fome partial diforders, fome local oppref- ^ • 

' fions, wefe healed b^ the fword of Timour, the . • 

remedy was far more pernicious than the difeafe. . . 

By their rapine, cruelty, and difeord , the* petty * 

• tyrants of Perfia might afflidl their fubjedls ; but 
whole nations were cruflied under the footfleps 

of the reformer. The ground which had been “ 
occupied by flourifliing cities, was. often marked 
by his abominable trophies , by columns , or 

• pyramids , of human head?. Aftracan , Carizme, *• 
Delhi, Ifpahan, Bagdad, Alepffo , Daniafeus , 

Biirfa , Smyrna*, and a thoufan'd others, were 
facked , or burnt, or utterly deftroyed, in his 
prefence’, and by his troops; and perhaps his 

' conlcience would have been ftartled',^ if a prieft 
or philofopher had. dared tp number the millions^ 
of vicllttns whom he had facrificed to the effabliflv 
ment of peace and order-". 2 . His moft deftruc- 
tive wars were rather inroads than conquefts. He 
invaded Turkeflan^ Kipzak, RulTia, Hindoftan , 
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Syria, Anatolia, Armenia, and Georgia, without, * 
a hope or a defire of preferving thofe diftant 
province;^ From thence he departed, laden with 
fpoil ^ut he laft belynd him neither troops' t <3 
awe the contumacious , nor magiftrates to,protedl ^ 
the obedient, natives. When he had broken the 
fabric of their ancient government, he abandoned 
them to the evils which his inVafion had aggra- * 
vated or caufed ; nor were th^e evils compenfated 
by any prefent or poflible benefits. 3. The king- 
doms of Tranfoxiarta and Fer(Ja were* the proper 
fteld which he lalToured to oultivate and adorn , 
as the perpetual inheritance of his family. But.his 
peaceful labours were oftefi interrupted , and 
fometimes blaftcd, by the abfence of the conqueror. 
Whilebe triumphed on the Volga or the Ganges, 
his fervants , and ' even his fons , forgot their • 
mailer and their duty. The public -and private 
injuries were poorly redrelTed by the tardy rigour 
of enquiry aqd puniihment; and we mull be 
content to praife the Injiitutions of Timour , as 
the fpecious idea of a perfeifl monarchy. 4. What- 
foever iTiight bethe blellings of his adminillration, 
they evaporated with his life. To reign, rather 
than to govern , was the ambition of his children 
and gVandchildren the enemies 'of each other 
and of the people. A fragment of the empire * 
yiis upheW with foipe glory by Sharokh his 
youngell fon ; but after Air deceafe , thfl*fcene 
was again involved in darknefs and blood; and 
before the end of a century, Tranfoxiana and 
Perfia were trampled by the Uzbeks from the 

north , 
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tiorth, and the Turkmans of the black and white c it A t*i 
flieep. The race of Timour would have been lxv. 
extindl, if an hero , his defeendant in the fifth 
degree , had not fled before the Uzbek arms to 
the conquefl: of Hindoftan. His fucceflbrs (the 
great Moguls ) extended their fway from the 
mountains of Caflimir to Cape Comorin, and 
from Candahar to the gulf of Bengal. Since the 
reign of Aurungzebe , their empire has been 
dilfolved; their treafures of Delhi have been rifled 
by a Perflan robber ; and the richeft of their 
kingdoms is now poffelfed by a company of 
Chriflian merchants , of a remote ifland in the 
Northern ocean. 

Far different was the fate of the Ottoman .j 

Civil of 

monarchy. The maffy trunk was bent to the the fons nf 
ground , but no fooner did the hurricane pafs 
away, that it again rofe with frelh vigour and ,403—1411 , 
more lively vegetation. When Timour, in every 
fenfCj had evacuated Anatolia, he left the cities 
without a palace , a treafure, or a king. The 
open country was overfpread with hords of 
fhepherds and robbers of Tartar or Turkman 
origin ; the recent conquefts of Bajazet were 
reftored to the emirs , one of whom , in bafe 
revenge j demoliffied his fepulchre ; and his five 
foils were eager, by civil difeord, to confume 
the remnant of their patrimony. I lhall enu- 
merate their names in the order of their age and 
adions i. It is doubtful, whether I relate j 
the ffory of the true Muftapha, or of an impoflor, 
who perfonated that loft prince. He fought by 
‘ VoL. XI. V 
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CHAP, his father’s fide in the battle of Angora : but 
Lxv. when the captive fultan was permitted to enquire 
'for his children, Moufa alone could be found; 
and the Turkifli hiftorians , the flaves of the 
triumphant fadlion, are pcrfuaded that his brother 
i was confounded among the flain. If Muftapha 
cfcaped from that difaftrous field , he was con- 
cealed twelve years from his friends and enemies ; 
till he emerged in Theflaly , and was hailed by 
a numerous party, as the fon and facceflbr of 
Bajazet. His firft defeat would have been his 
laft, had not the true, or falfe, Muftapha been 
faved by the Greeks , and reftored , after the 
dcceafe of his brother Mahomet , to liberty and 
empire. A degenerate mind feemed to argue his 
fpurious birth; and if, on the throne of Adrian- 
ople , he was adored as the Ottoman fultan ; 
his flight, his fetters, and an ignominious gibbet, 
delivered the impoftor to popular contempt. A 
fimilar charader and claim was aflerted by feveral 
rival pretenders ; thirty perfons are faid to have 
fuffered under the name of Muftapha; and thefe 
frequent executions may perhaps infinuate, that 
the Turkifli court was not perfedly fecure of the 
3. ifa; death of the lawful prince. 2. After his father’s 
captivity , Ifa reigned for fome time in the 
neighbourhood of Angora , Sinope , and the 
Black Sea ; and his ambafladors were difmiffed 
from the prefence of Timour with fair promifes 
and honourable gifts. But their mafter was foon 
deprived of his province and life, by a jealous 
brother, the fovereign of Amafiaj and the final 
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event fuggeftcd a pious allufion , that the law of 
IVlofes and J^s , of Ifa and Moufa , had been 
abrogated by the gr^t^i Mahomet. 3 . Soliman is 
not numbered in the lift of the Tiirkifli emperors: 
yet he checked the vidorious progrefs of the 
Moguls; and after their departure, united for a 
while the thrones of Adrianople and liiirfa. In 
war he was brave, adive, and fortunate: his 
courage was foftened by clemeincy ; but it was 
likewife inflamed by prefumption, and corrupted 
by intemperance and idlenefs. He relaxed the 
nerves of difeipline , in a government where 
either the fubjed or the fovereign mull continually 
tremble: his vices alienated the chiefs of the army 
^ and the law; and his daily drunkennefs , fo 
contemptible in a prince and a man, was doubly 
odious in a difciple of the prophet. In the 
flumber of intoxication, he was furprifed by his 
brother Moufa; and as he fled from Adrianople 
towards the Byzantine capital , Soliman was 
overtaken and flain in a bath, after a reign of 
feven years and ten months. 4. The inveftiture 
of Moufa degraded him as the flave of the 
Moguls : his tributary kingdom of Anatolia was 
confined within a narrow limit, nor could his 
broken militia and empty treafiiry contend with 
the hardy and veterau 9 ands of the fovereign of 
Romania, Moufa fled in difguife from the palace 
of Burfa , traverfed the Propontis in an open 
boat; wandered over the Walachian and Servian 
hills ; and after fome vain attempts , afeended 
the throne of Adrianople , fo recently ftained 
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with the blood of Soliman. In a reign of three 
years and an half, his troops vidorious 

againft theChriftians offfiingary and theMorea; 
but Moufa was ruined by his timorous difpofition 
and unfeafonable clemency. After refigning the 
fovereignty of Anatolia , he fell a vidim to the 
perfidy of his minifters , and the fuperior afcend* 
ant of his brother Alahomet. 5. The final 
vidory of Mahomet was the juft rccompence of 
his prudence and moderation. Before his father’s 
captivity, the royal youth had been entrufted 
with the government of Amafia , thirty days 
journey from Conftantinople , and the Turkifli 
frontier againft the Chriftians of Trebizond and 
Georgia. The caftle , in Afiatic warfare , was 
efteemed impregnable; and the city of Amafia 
which is equally divided by the river Iris, rifes 
on either fide in the form of an amphitheatre , 
and reprefents on a fmaller fcale the image of 
Bagdad. In his rapid career, Timour appears to 
have overlooked this obfcure and contumacious 
angle of Anatolia; and Alahomet, without pro- 
voking the conqueror, maintained his filent in- 
dependence , and chafed from the province the 
laft ftragglers of the Tartar hoft. He relived 
himfelf from the dangerous neighbourhood of 
Ifa ; but in the cOntefts of their more powerful 
brethren, his firm neutrality was refpedled ; till, 
after the triumph of Moufa , he ftood forth the 
heir and avenger of the unfortunate Soliman. 
Mahomet obtained Anatolia by treaty and Ro- 
mania by arms ; and the foldicr who prefented 
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him with the head of INIoufa was rewarded as e 11 a r. 
the benefat'tor of his king: and country. The LXV, 
eight years of his foie and peacefid reign were 
nfefully employed in banifhing the vices of civil 
dlfcord, and refloring on a firmer bafis the fabric 
of the Ottoman monarchy. His laft care was the 
choice of two vizirs, Bajazet and Ibrahim 
who might guide the youth of his fon Amurath; Amurith 11. 
and fuch was their union and prudence, that they 
concealed above forty days the emperor’s death, February 9. ’ 
till the arrival of his fucccITor in the palace of 
Burfa. A new war was kindled in Eiurope by 
the prince, or impoftor, Muftapha; the firft vizir 
loft his army and his head; but the more fortu- 
nate Ibrahim , whofe name and family are ftill 
revered , extingnifhed the laft pretender to the 
throne of Bajazet, and clofcd the fcenc of do- 
meftic hoftility. 

In thefe confliils, the wifeft Turks, and indeed 
the body of the nation, were ftrongly attached empire, 
to the unity of the empire; and Romania and a. d. 
Anatolia, fo often torn afunder by private am- 
bition, were animated by a ftrong and invincible 
tendency of cohefion. Their efforts might have 
inftrucled the Chriftian powers ; and had they 
occupied with a confederate fleet, the ftreights 
of Gallipoli, the Ottomans, at leaft in Europe, 
muft have been fpcedily annihilated. But the 
fchifm of the Weft, and the fadions and warS 
of France and England, diverted the Latins from 
this generous enterprife : they enjoyed the prefent 
refpite , \vithout a thought of futurity ; and ^Yetc 
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often tempted by a momentary intereft, to fervc 
the common enemy of their religion, A colony 
of Genoefe’*, which had been planted atPhocaea^’ 
on the Ionian coaft, was enriched by the lucra- 
tive monopoly of alum-'*; and their tranquillity, 
under the Turkifh empire, Vvas fecured by the 
annual payment of tribute. ■ In the lad civil war 
of the Ottornans, the Genoefe 'governor, Adorno, 
a bold and ambitious' youth , embraced the party 
of Amurath ; and undertook with feven flout 
gallies to tranfport him from Afia to Europe. 
The fultan and five hundred guards embarked 
on board the admiral’s fliip; which was manned 
by eight hundred of the braved Franks. His life 
and liberty were in their hands; nor can we, 
without reludlance, applaud the fidelity of Adorno, 
who, in the midd of the pafTage, knelt before 
him, and gratefully accepted a difeharge of his 
arrears of tribute. They landed in fight of IVIuf- 
tapha and Gallipoli; two thoufand Italians, arm- 
ed with lances and battle-axes, attended Amnrath 
to the conqued of Adrian, ople ; and this ven-al 
fervice was foon repaid by the ruin, of the com- 
merce and colony of Phoccea. 

If Timour had generoully marched at the re- 
qued, and to the relief, of the Greek emperor, 
he might be entitled to the praife and gratitude 
of the Chridians But a Milfulman, who car- 
ried into Georgia the fword of perfecution, and 
refpeided the holy warfare of Bajazet , was not 
difpofed to pity or fuccour the idolaters of Eu- 
rope. The Tartar followed the impulfe of 


Di.r- ■■ Cc 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 295 

ambition; and the deliverance of Conftantinople chap. 
was the accidental confequencc. When Manuel " lxv. 
abdicated the gov’crnment , it was his prayer, 
rather tlian his hope, that the ruin of the church 
and ftate might be delayed beyond his unhappy 
days; and after his return from a wdftern pilgrim- 
age , he expeded every hour the news of the fad 
cataflrophe. On a fudden he was aftonilhed and 
rejoiced by the intelligence of the retreat, the 
overthrow , and the captivity of the Ottoman. 

Alanuel immediately failed from Modon in the 
Morea; afcended the throne of Conftantinople; 
and difmilfed his blind, competitor to an eafy 
exile in the illc of Lefbos. The ambaffadors of 
the fon of Bajazct were foon introduced to his 
prefence; but their pride was fallen, their tone 
was modeft; they were awed by the juft appre- 
henfion , left the Greeks Ihould open to the 
Moguls the gates of Europe. Soliman faluted 
the emperor by the name of father; folicited at 
his hands the government or gift of Romania ; 
and promifed to deferve his favour by inviolable 
friendlhip , and the reftitution ef Theffalonica , 
with the moft important places along the Stry- 
mon , the Propontis, and the Black Sea. The 
alliance of Soliman cxpofed the emperor to the 
enmity and revenge of Mqufa : the Turks ap- 
peared in arms befo,re the gates of Conftantino- 
ple; but they were' repulfed by fea and land; 
and unlefs the city was guarded by fome foreign 
mercenaries , the Greeks muft have wondered at 
their own triumph. But, inftead of prolonging 
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CHAP, the divifion of the Ottoman powers , the policy 
I.XV, or paflTion of Manuel was tempted to aflill the 
moft formidable of the fons of Bajazet. He con-, 
eluded a treaty with Mahomet, whofe progrefs 
was checked by the infuperable barrier of Galli- 
poli; the fuftan and his troops were tranfported 
over the Bofphorus ; he was hofpitably enter- 
tained m the capital; and his fuccefsful fally was 
tlie firft Hep to the conquefl: of Romania. The 
ruin was fufpended by the prudence and modera- 
tion of the conqueror : he faithfully difeharged 
his own obligations and thofe of Soliman, re- 
fpedled the laws of gratitude and peace ; and left 
the emperor guardian of his two younger fons, 
in the vain hope of faving them from the jealous 
cruelty of their brother Amurath. But the exe- 
cution of his lafl teftament would have offended 
the national honour and religion : and the divan 
unanimoufly pronounced, that the royal youths 
fhould never be abandoned to the cuftody and 
education of a Chriftian dog. On this refufal, 
the Byzantine councils were divided : but the 
age and caution of Manuel yielded to the pre- 
fumption of his fon John ; and tliey unlheathed 
a dangerous weapon of revenge , by difmilTmg 
the true or falfe Muftapha, who had long been 

>1 ' detained as a captive and hoftage, and for whofe 

maintenance they received an annual penfion of 
three hundred thoufand afpers At the door 
of his prifon , Muftapha fubferibed to every 
propofal ; and the keys of Gallipoli , or rather 
of Europe, were ftipul^ted as the price of hra 


Digitized by Goo^le^ 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 297 


deliverance. But no fooner was he feated on the chap, 
throne of Romania, than he difmifftd the Greek lxv. 
ambaffadors with a fmile of co|i tempt, declaring, 
in a pious tone, that, at the day of judgment, 

Jie would rather anfwer ior the violation of an 
oath , than for the furrender of a Mufulman city 
into the hands of the infidels. The emperor was 
at once the enemy of the two rivals; from whom 
he had fuftained , and to whom he had offered , 
an injury; and the vidlory of Amurath was fol- 
lowed , in the enfuing fpring , by the fiege of 
Conftantinople **. . ^ 

The religious merit of fubduing the city of the siege of 
Ceefars, attradfed from Afia a crowd of volunteers, Conftanti. 
■who afpired to the crown of martyrdom : their Amurath rr. 
military ardour was inflamed by the promife of a. d. 1412, 
rich fpoils and beautiful females ; and the fultan’f Au"ua°o^ 
ambition was confecrated by the prefence and 
predidion of Seid Bechar, a defeendant of th'e 
prophet*’, who arrived in the camp, on a mule, • 
with a venerable train of five hundred difciples. 

But he might blufli , if a fanatic could blufli, 
at the failure of his affurances. The ftrength of 
the walls refilled an army of two hundred thou* 
fand Turks : their alTaults were repelled by the 
fallies of the Greeks and their foreign mercenaries ; 
the old refources of defence were oppofed to the 
new engines of attack ; and the enthufiafm of the 
dervilh , who was fnatched to heaven in vifionary 
converfe with Mahomet , was anfwered by the 
credulity of the Chriftians, who beheld the Virgin 
Mary, in a violet garnjerit, walking on the rampart 
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and animating their courage **. After a fiege of 
two month.s,*Amuratli was recalled to Burfa by 
a domeftic revolt^ which had been kindled by 
Greek treachery , and was foon cxtinguiflied by 
the death of a guiltlefs brother. While he led 
his Janizaries to new conquefts in Europe and 
Afia, the Byzantine empire was indulged in a 
fervile and precarious refpite of thirty years. 
Manuel funk into the grave; and John Palxologus 
was permitted to reign, for an annual tribute of 
three hundred thoufand afpers, and the derelidion 
of almoft all that he held beyond the fuburbs of 
Conftantinople. 

In the eftablifliment and reftoration of the 
Turkifli empire, the firfl; merit muft doubtlefs be 
afligned to the perfonal qualities of the fultans; 
fince, in human life, the moft important feenes 
will depend on the character of a fingle ador. 
By fome (hades of wifdom and virtue , they may 
be diferiminated from each other; but, except in 
a fingle inftance , a period of nine reigns , and 
two hundred and fixty-five years, is occupied, 
from the elevation of Othman to the death of 
Soliman , by a rare feries of warlike and adive 
princes, who impreffed their fubjeds with obe- 
dience and their enemies with terror. Inftead of 
the (lothful luxury of the feragho , the heirS of 
royalty were educated in the council and the 
field : from early youth they were entrufted by 
their fathers with the command of provinces and 
armies; and this manly inftitution , which was oft- 
en produdive of civil war, rnuft have eflentially 
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contributed to the difcipline and vigour of the chap. 
monarchy. The Ottomans cannot ftyle them- txv. 
felves , like the Arabian caliphs , the defcendants 
or fucceflors of the apoftle of God ; and the 
kindred which they claim with the Tartar khans 
of the houfe of Zingis , appears to be founded 
in flattery rather than in truth Their origin 
is obfcure ; but their facrcd and indefeafible right, 
which no time can erafe and no violence can in- 
fringe, was foon and unalterably implanted in the 
minds of their fubjedts. A weak or vicious 
fullan may be depofed and ftrangled ; but his 
inheritance devoK^es to an infant or an ideot: 
nor has the moll daring rebel prefumed to afcend " 
the throne of his lawful fovereign While the 
tranfient dynafties of Afia have been continually 
fubverted by a crafty vizir in the palace or a 
vidorious general in the camp , the Ottoman 
fucceffion has been confirmed by the pradice 
of five centuries ^ and is now incorporated* with 
the vital principle of the Turkifh nation. 

To the fpirit and conftitution of that nation , Education 

a ftrone and fingular influence may however be 
. r i. j T-L • • • r 1 • n c L plineofthe 

' alcnbed. 1 he primitive lubjeds or Uthman were Turks. 

the four hundred families of wandering Turkmans, 

who had followed his anceftors from the Oxu,s 

to the Sangar; and the plains of Anatolia are 

flill covered with the white and black tents of 

their ruftic brethren. But this original drop was 

diffolved in the mafs of voluntary and vanquifhed 

fubjeds, who, under the name of Turks , are 

united by the commoa tiqs of religion, language. 
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c H A i>. and manners. In the cities , from Erzeroum to 
t.w. Belgrade, that national appellation is common to 
all the Moflems , the firfl: and moft honourable 
■ inhabitants ; but they have abandoned , at leaft 
in Romania, the villages, and the cultivation of 
the land , to the Chrifiian peafants. In the 
vigorous age of the Ottoman government , the 
Turks were themfelves excluded from all civil 
and military honours; and a fervile clafs, an 
artificial people , was raifed by the difcipline of 
education to obey, to conquer, and to command*'. 
From the time of Orchai'l and the firft Amurath, 
the fultans were perfuaded that a government of 
the fword muft be renewed in each generation 
with new foldiers ; and that fuch foldiers muft 
be fought, notin effeminate AAa , but among the 
hardy and wiirlike natives of Europe. The pro- 
vinces of Thrace, Macedonia, Albania, Bulgaria, 
and Servia, became the perpetual feminary of 
the Turkifh army; and when the royal fifth of 
the captives was diminiflied by conqueft, an in- 
human tax , of the fifth child, or of every fifth 
year , was rigoroufly levied on the Chriftian 
families. At the age of twelve or fourteen years, 
the moft robuft youths were torn from their 
parents; their names were enrolled in a book ; 
and from that moment they were clothed, taught, 
and maintained, for the public fervice. According 
to the promife oT their appearance, they were 
feledtcd for the royal fchools of Burfii, Pera, and 
Adrianople , entrufted to the care of the bafliaws, 
or difperfed in the houfes of the Anatolian 
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peafantry. It was the firfl; care of their maftcrs 
to inftrucl them in the Turkifh language : their 
bodies were exercifed by every labour that could 
fortify their ftrcngth ; tliey learned to wrcfUe, 
to leap , to run , to fboot with the bow , and 
afterwards with the mufket; till they were drafted 
into the chambers and companies of the Janizaries, 
and feverely trained in the military or monaftic 
difcipline of the order. The youths moft con- 
fpicuous for birth, talents, and beauty, were 
admitted into the inferior clafs of Agiamogtans , 
or the more liberal rank of Ichoglam, of whom 
the former were attached to the palace, and the 
latter to the perfon of the prince. In four fuc- 
ceffive fchools , under the rod of the white 
eunuchs, the arts of horfemanihip and of darting 
the javelin were their daily exercife, while thofe 
of a more ftudious caft applied themfelves to the 
ftudy of the Koran , and the knowledge of the 
Arabic and Perfian tongues. As they advanced 
in feniority and merit, they were gradually dif- 
miffed to military, civil, and even ecclefiaftical 
employments : the longer their ftay, the higher 
was their expedtation ; till, at a mature period, 
they were admitted into the number of the forty 
agas, who ftood before the fultan , and were 
promoted by his choice to the government of 
provinces and the firft honours of the empire 
Such a mode of inftitution was admirably adapted 
to the form and fpirit of a defpotic monarchy. 
The minifters and generals were, in the ftrideft 
fenfe, the flaves of the emperor, to whofe bounty 
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they were indebted for their inftrudlion and 
fupport. When they left the feraglio , and fufter- 
ed their beards to grow as the fymbol of enfran- 
chifement , they found themfelves in an important 
office, without fadion or friendlhip , without 
parents and without heirs , dependent on the 
hand which had railed them from the dull, and 
which , on the flighteft difpleafure , could break 
in pieces thefc ftatues of glafs , as they are aptly 
termed by the Turkifli proverb In the flow 
and painful fteps of education, their charadters 
and talents were unfolded to a difeerning eye : 
the man , naked and alone , was reduced to the 
ftandard of bis perfonal merit ; and , if the fover* 
eign had wifdom to chufe , he poflefled a pure 
and boundlefs liberty of choice. The Ottoman 
candidates were trained by the virtues of abfli- 
nence to thofe of adlion ; by the habits of fub- 
iniffion to thofe of command. A fimilar fpirit was 
diffufed among the troops; and their filence and 
fobriety, their patience and modedy, have ex- 
torted the reludlant praife of their Chriftian ene- 
mies Nor can the vidlory appear doubtful , 
if we compare the difeipline and exercife of the 
Janizaries with the pride of birth, the independ- 
ence of chivalry , the ignorance of the new 
levies, the mutinous temper of the veterans, and 
the vices of intemperance and diforder , which 
-•fo long contaminated the armies of Europe. 

The only hope of falvation for the Greek em- 
pire and the adjacent kingdoms , would have been 
fome more powerful weapon, fome difcqvery in 
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the art of war, that fliould give them a decifive chap. 
fupeciority over their Turkifli foes. Such a l.xv. 
weapon was in their hands; fuch a difcovery 
had been made in the critical moment of their 
fate. The chymifts of China or Europe had 
found , by cafual or elaborate experiments , that 
a mixture of faltpetre , fulphur, and charcoal, 
produces, with a fpark of fire, a tremendous 
explofion. It was foon obferved , that if the 
expanfive force were comprefied in a ftrongtube, 
a ball of ftone or iron might be expelled with 
irreliflible and deftruclive velocity. The precife 
a:ra of the invention and application of gun- 
powder *' is involved in doubtful traditions and 
equivocal language; yet we may clearly difeern, 
that it was known before the middle of the four- 
teenth century; and that before the end of the 
fame , the ufe of artillery in battles and ficges , 
by fea and land , was familiar to the Hates of 
Germany, Italy, Spain, France, and England”. 

The priority of nations is of fmall account ; none 
could deriv'e any exclufive benefit from their 
previous or fuperior knowledge ; and in the 
common improvement they Hood on the fame 
level of relative power and military fcience. Nor 
was it polTible to circumferibe the fecret within 
the pale of the church; it was difclofed to the ^ 

Turks by the treachery of apoftates and the 
felfilli policy of rivals ; and the fultans had fenfe 
to adopt , and wealth to reward , the talents of 
a Chriftian engineer. The Genoefe , who tranf- 
ported Amurath into Europe, muft be accufed 
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CHAP. 

IX V. 

* 


as his preceptors ; and it was probably by theii* 
hands that his cannon was call and direcled at 
the fiege of Conftantinople The firll attempt 
was indeed unfuccefsful; but in the general war- - 
fare of the age, the advantage was on their fide, 
who were moll commonly the affailants ; for a 
while the proportion of the attack and defence 
was fufpended; and this thundering artillery was 
pointed againft the walls and towers which had 
been eredted only to refill the lefs potent engines 
of antiquity. By the Venetians , the ufe of 
gunpowder was communicated without reproach 
to the fultans of Egypt and Perfia , their allies 
againll the Ottoman power; the fecret was foon 
propagated to the extremities of Afia ; and the 
advantage of the European was confined to his 
eafy vidlories over the favages of the new world. 

If we contrail the rapid progrefs of this mifehie- 
vous difeovery with the flow and laborious 
advances of reafon , fcicnce , and the arts of 
peace, a philofopher , according to his temper, 
will laugh or weep at the folly of mankind. 
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CHAP. LX\ 1 . 


Applications of the "Eaflern Emperors to the Popes. — 
Vijit^ to the Weji^ of John the Firft , Manuel, and 
9'John the Second, PaUolopus. — Union of the Greek 
and Latin Churches, promoted by the Council of Bajil, 
and concluded at Ferrara and Florence. — State of 
Literature at Conjlantinople. — Its Revival in Italy 
by the Greek Fugitives. — Curiofty and Emulation 
of the Latins, 


XN the four laft centuries of the Greek emperors, chap. 
their friendly or hoftile afpeA towards the pope i.xvi. 
and the Latins, may be obfcrvcd as the thermo^ 
meter of their profperity or diftrefs; as the fcale AndLi'i'.dV 
of the rife and fall of the Barbarian dynafties. p^p« 
When the Turks of the houfe of Seljuk pcrvad- 
ed Afia and threatened Conllantinople , we have 
feen at the council of Placentia, the fuppliant 
ambalTadors of Alexius, imploring the protedlion 
of the common father of the Chriftians. No 
fooner had the arms of the French pilgrims re- 
moved the fultait from Nice to Iconium, than the 
Greek princes refumed, or avowed, their genuine 
hatred and contempt for the fchifmatics- of the 
Weft, which precipitated the firft downfal of 
their empire. The date of the Mogul invafion 
is marked in the foft and charitable language of 
VoL. XI. X 
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John Vataces. After the recovery of Cbnftanii- 
nople, the throne of the firft Paljcologiis was en- 
compafred by foreign and domeftic enemies: as 
long as the fword of Charles was fufpended ov'er 
liis head , he bafely courted the favour of the 
Roman pontiff; and facrificed to the prefent dan- 
ger, his faith, his virtue, and the affection of 
his fubjects. On the deceafe of Michael , 
prince and people alferted the independence® of 
their church and the purity of their creed: the 
elder Andronicus neither feared nor loved the 
I.atins ; in his laft dihrefs, pride was the fafeguard 
of fuperflition , nor could he decently retrad in 
his age the firm and orthodox declarations of his 
youth. His grandfon , the younger Andronicus, 
was left a flave in his temper and fituation ; and 
the conqueft of Bithynia by the Turks, admo- 
niflied him to feek a temporal and fpiritual alli- 
ance with the weftern princes. After a reparation 
and filence of fifty years, a fecret agent, the 
monk Barlaam , was difpatched to pope Benedict 
the twelfth ; and his artful inflruclions appear to 
have been drawn by the mafter-hand of the 
great domeftic “ Moft holy father,” was he 
coinmiflioned to fay , “ the emperor is not lefs 
“ defirous than yourfelf of an union between the 
^ two churches : but in this delicate tranfadion , 
he*i% obliged to refped his own dignity and 
the prejudices of his fubjeds. The ways of 
“ union are two- fold; force, and perfuafion. Of * 
“ force, the inefficacy has been already tried; 

“ fmee the Latins have fubdued the empire, 
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“ without fubduing the minds, of the Greeks, chap. 
“ The method of perfuafion , though How , is Lxvi. 
“ fure and permanent. A deputation of thii t’/ or 
“ forty of our doctors would probably agree 
“ with thofe of the Vatican, in the love of truth 
“ and the unity of belief: but on their return, 

“ what would be the ufe, the recompcnce of fuch 
“ agreement? thq fcorn of their brethren, and 
“ the reproaches of a blind and obftinate nation. 

“ Yet that nation is accultomed to reverence the 
“ general councils, which have fixed the articles 
of our faith ; and if they reprobate the decrees 
“ of Lyons , it is becaufe the Eaftern churches 
were neither heard nor reprefented in that ar- 
“ bitrary meeting. For this falutary end, it will 
“ be expedient, and even necelTary, that a well- 
“ chofen legate Ihould be fent into Greece, to 
“ convene the patriarchs of Conftantinople, Alex- 
“ andria , Antioch , and Jerufalem ; and , with 
“ their aid , to prepare a fre’e and univerfal fynod. 

“ But at this moment,” continued the fubtle 
agent “ the empire is affaulted and epdangered by 
“ the Turks, who have occupied four of the 
“ greateft cities of Anatolia. The Chrifiian in« 

“ habitants have exprefled a wiflj of returning to 
“ their allegiance and religion; but the forces and 
“ revenues of the emperor are infufficient for their 
deliverance: and the Roman legate muft be ac- 
companied or preceded, by an army of Franks, 

“ to expel the infidels, and open a w.ay to the 
“ holy fepulchre. ” If the fufpicious Latins fhould 
jcqnire fome pledge, fome previous effect of the ‘ 
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CHAP, fmcerity of the Greeks, the anfvvers of Barlaam 
Lxvi. were perfpicuoiis and rational. “ i. A general' 
fynod can alone confummate . the union of the 
“ churches; nor can fuch a fynod be held till 
“ the three Oriental patriarchs, and a great num- 
” ber of bifliops, are enfranchifed from the IVla- 
“ hometan yoke. 2. The Greeks arc alienated 
“ by a long feries bf oppreflio/i and injury: they 
•“ mull be reconciled by fome aft of brotherly 
“ love , fome efteftual fuccour , which may for- 
“ tify the authority and arguments, of the em- 
“ peror , and the friends of the union. 3. If 
fome difference of faith or ceremonies Ihould 
“ be found incurable, the Greeks however arc 
“ the difciples of Chrift; and the Turks are the 
common enemies of fhe Chriftian name. The 
“ Armenians , Cyprians , and Rhodians , are 
“ equally attacked; and it will become the piety 
“ of the French princes to draw their fwords in 
“ the genejal defence of religion. 4. Should the 
■“ fubjefts of Andronicus be treated as the worfl 
“ of fchifmatics, of heretics, of pagans, a judici- 
“ ous policy may yet inftruft the powers of the 
“ Weft to embrace an ufcful ally, to uphold a 
“ finking empire , to guard the confines of Eu- 
rope ; and rather to join the Greeks againfl 
the Turks, than to expeft the union of the 
“ Turkifli arms with the troops and treafures of 
captive Greece.” The reafons, the offers, 
and the demands, of Andronicus, were eluded 
with, cold and (lately indifference. The Kings 
of France and Naples declined. the dangers and 
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glory of a crufade; the pope refiifed to call a chap. 
new fynod to determine old articles of faith: and lxvi. 
his regard for the obfolete claims of the Latin 
emperor and clergy, engaged him to ufe an of- 
fenfiv^e fupcrfcription : “ To the moderator^ of the 
“ Greeks, and the perfons who ftyle themfelves 
“ the patriarchs of the Eaftcrn churches. ” For 
/iich an embalTy, a time and charafler lefs propi- 
tious could not eafily have been found. Benedidl 
the twelfth ’ was a dull peafant, perplexed with 
fcruplcs , and immerfed in floth and wine: his 
pride might enrich with a third crown the papal 
tiara , but he was alike unfit for the regal and 
the paftoral office. 

After the deceafe of i\ndrohictis , while the Negoc^tiou 
Greeks were diflratfted by intefline war, they 
could not prefume to agitate a general union of element vr. 
the Chriftians. But as foon as Cantacuzene had A- *3- '3i8- 
fubdued and pardoned his enemies, he was anxi- 
ous to juftify, or at leafl to extenuate, the in-;^ 
trodudion of the Turks into Europe, and the 
nuptials of his daughter with a Mufulman prince. 

Two officers of ftate, with a Latin interpreter, 
were fent in his name to the Roman court, which 
was tranfplanted to Avignon, on the banks of 
the Rhone , during a period of feventy years ; 
they reprefented the hard necclTity which had 
urged him to embrace the alliance of the mif- 
creants , and pronounced by his command the 
fpecious and edifying founds of union and 
crufade. Pope Clement the fixth the fuccefibr 
of Benedid , received them with hofpitality and 
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CHAP, honour , acknowledged the innocence of their 
ixvi. fovereign , excufcd his diftrefs , applauded his 
magnanimity , and difplayed a clear knowledge 
of the ftat.e and revolutions of the Greek empire , 
which he had imbibed from the honefl; accounts 
of a Savoyard lady , an attendant of the emprefs 
Anne If Clement was ill-endowed with the 
virtues of a prieft, he pofTefred however the fpirit 
and magnificence of a prince , whofe liberal hand 
diftributed^ benefices and kingdoms with equal 
facility. Under his reign, Avignon was the feat 
of pomp and pleafure : in his youth he had 
furpafied the licentioufnefs of a baron; and the 
palace, nay, the bed-chamber of the pope, was 
' adorned , or polluted , by the vjfits of his 

female favourites. The wars of France and 
England were adverfe to the holy enterprife; but 
his vanity was amufed by the fplendid idea ; and 
the Greek ambaffadors returned with two Latin 
bilhops , the roinifters of the pontiff. On their 
, arrival at Conftantinople , the emperor and the • 
nuncios admired each other’s piety and eloquence: 
and their frequent conferences were filled with 
mutual praifes and promifes , by which both 
parties were amufed , and neither could be 
deceived. ” I am delighted,” faid the devout 
Cantacuzene , '' with the projeA of our holy 
“ war , which muft redound to ray perfonal 
glory , as well .as to the public benefit of 
“ Chriftendom. IVly dominions will give a free 
paffage to the armies of France: my troops, 
my gallies, my treafures, fiiall be confeerated 
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“ to the common caufe; and happy would be c n *a p 
my fate, could I dcferve and obtain the crown lxvi. 
“ of martyrdom. Words are infufficient to exprefs 
“ the ardour with which I figh for the reunion 
“ of the feattered members of Chrift. If my 
“ death could avail, I would gladly prefent my 
“ fword and my neck: if the fpiritual phrenix, 

“ could arife from my afhes , I would erecT; the 
“ pile and kindle the flame with my own hands. ” 

Yet the Greek emperor prefumed to obferve^ 
that the articles of faith which divided the two 
churches had been introduced by the pride and 
precipitation of the Latins : he difclaimed the 
fervile and arbitrary fteps of the firft Paltcologus; 
and firmly declared , that he would never fubmit 
his confcience unlefs to the decrees of a free and 
univerfal fynod. “ The fituation of the times, ” 
continued he , “ will not allow the pope and 
“ myfelf to meet either at Rome or Conftanti- 
“ nople; but fome maritime city may be chofen 
“ on the verge of the two erripires, to unite the 
“ bifliops , and to inflruifl the faithful , of the 
“ Eafl: and Weft. ” The nuncios feemed content 
with the propofition ; and Cantacuzene affeifts to 
deplore the failure of his hopes , which were foon 
overthrown by the death of Clement and the 
differenf temper of his fuccefibr. His own life ' 
was prolonged, but it was prolonged in a cloifter ; 
and, except by his prayers, the humble monk 
was incapable of direding the counfds of his 
pupil or the ftate ‘. 
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CHAP. Yet of all the Byzantine princes , that pupil , 
LX VI. John Palaeologus, was the beft difpofed to em- 
johTi’a°«o believe, and to obey, the fliepherd of 

Jugusi. with the Weft. His mother, Anne of Savoy, was 
baptized in the bofom of the Latin church: her 
marriage with Andronicus impofed a change of 
name, of apparel, and of worfhip; but her heart 
was ftill faithful to her country and religion; flie 
had formed the infancy of her fon , and flie 
governed the emperor, after his mind, or at leaft 
his ftature , was enlarged to the fize of man. In 
the firft year of his deliverance and reftorarion, 
the Turks were ftill mafters. of the Hellefpoiu ; 
the fon of Cantacuzene was in arms at Adrian- 
ople ; and Palteologus could depend neither on 
himfelf nor on his people. By his mother’s 
* advice , and in the hope of foreign aid , he 

• abjured the rights both of the church and ftate ; 

and the a6l of flavery ^ , fubfcribed in purple 
’ ink , and fealed wjth the goiden bull , was pri- 
vately intruftcd to an Italian agent. The Hrft 
article of the treaty is an oath of Jidelity and 
j obedience to Innocent the fixth and his fucceflbr.s, 
the fuprcme pontiffs of the Roman and Catholic 
church. The emperor promifes to entertain with 
due reverence their legates and nuncios; to alfign 
a palace for their refidence and a temple for their 
worfliip ; and to deliver his fecond fon IVlanuel 
as the hoftage of his faith. For thefe conde- 
fcenfions , he requires a prompt fuccour of fifteen 
gallies , with five hundred men at arms, and a 
thoufand archers , to ferve againft his Chriftian 
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and Mufulman enemies. Palxolojrus engages to chap. 
impofeon his clergy and people the fame fpiritual isvi. 
yoke; but as the leliftance of the Greeks might 
be juftly forefcen, he adopts the two effectual 
methods of corruption and education. The legate 
■was empowered to diftribute the vacant benefices 
among the ecclefiaftics who (hould fubfcribe the 
creed of the V'^atican: three fchools were inftitutcd 
to inflrudl the youth of Conftantinople in the 
language and dodtrine of the Latins ; and the 
name of Andronicus, the heir of the empire, 
was enrolled as the firft fludcnL Should he fail 
in the meafures of perfuafion or force, Palxulogus 
declares himfelf unworthy to reign; transferred 
to the pope all regal and paternal authority; and 
inverts Innocent with full power to regulate the 
family, the government, and the marriage, of 
his fon and fucceffor. But this treaty was neither 
executed nor publiflied : the Roman gallies were 
as vain and imaginary as the fubmiflion of the 
Greeks ; and it was only by the fecrecy , that 
their fovereign efcaped the diflionour , of this 
fruitlefs humiliation. 

The tempert of the Turkilli arms foon burft vint of John 
on his head; and, after the lofs of ?Adrianople Pa'»<>ioRin 
and Romany, he was enclofed in his capital, the 
vafTal of the* haughty Amurath, with the niifer- a. u. u« 9 , 
able hope of being the lafl devoured by the 
favage. In this abjedl rtate, Pal'xologus embraced 
the refolution of embarking for Venice , and 
carting himfelf at the feet of die pope, he was 
the firft of the Byzantine princes who had ever 
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CHAP, vifited the unknown regions of the Weft, yet in 
ixvi. them alone he could feek confolatioii or relief; 
and with lefs violation of his dignity he might 
appear in the facred college than at the Ottoman 
Forte. After a long abfence, the Roman pontiffs 
were returning from Avignon to the banks of the 
Tyber; Urban the fifth’, of a mild and virtuous 
• charadler, encouraged or allowed the pilgrimage 
of the Greek prince; and, within the fame year, 
enjoyed the glory of receiving in the Vatican 
the two Imperial fliadows , who reprefented the 
majefty of Conftantine and Charlemagne. In this 
fuppliant vifit, tlie emperor of Conllantinople, 
whole vanity was loft in his diftrefs , gave more 
than could be expected of empty founds and 
formal fubmiflions. A previous trial was impofed; 
and in the prefence of four cardinals,' he acknow- 
ledged, as a true Catholic, the fuprcmacy of the 
pope , and the double procefllon of the Holy 
Ghoft. After this purification, he was introduced 
to a public audience in the church of St. Peter; 
Urban, in the midft of the cardinals, was feated 
on his throne; the Greek monarch, after three 
genuflexions, devoutly kiffed the feet , the hands, 
and at length the mouth, of the holy father, who 
• celebrated high mafs in his prefence , allowed him 
to lead the bridle of his mule, and treated him 
with a fumptuous banquet in the Vatican. The 
entertainment of Palacologus was friendly and 
honourable ; yet fome difference was obferved 
between the emperors of the Eaft and Weft * ; 
nor could the former be entitled to the rare 
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privilege of cbaunting the gofpel in the rank of 
a deacon In favour of his profelyte. Urban 
ftrove to rekindle the zeal of the French king, 
and the other'powers of the Weft; but he found 
them cold in the general caufe, and adlive only 
in their dbmeftic quarrels. The laft hope of the 
emperor was in an Englifli mercenary , John 
Hawkwood ", or Acuto , who with a band of 
adventurers, the white brotherhood, had ravag- 
ed Italy from the Alps to Calabria; fold his 
fervices to the hoftile dates; and incurred a juft 
excommunication by fliooting his arrows againft 
the papal refidencc. A fpecial licence was granted 
to negociate with the outlaw, but the forces, or 
the fpirit, of Flawkwood were unequal to the 
enterprife ; and it was for the advantage perhaps 
of Pakeologus to be difappointed of a fuccour, 
that muft have been coftly, that could not be 
effedlual, and which might have been dangerous". 
The difconfolate Greek " prepared for his return, 
but even his return \v.is impeded by a raoft igno- 
minious obftacle. On his arrival at Venice , he 
had borrowed large fums at exorbitant ufury; 
but his coffers were empty, his creditors were 
impatient , and his perfon was detained as the 
bed fecurity for the payment. His elded fon 
Andronicus , the regent of Conftantinople , was 
repeatedly urged to exhauft every refource ; and, 
even by dripping the churches , to extricate his 
father from captivity and difgrace. But the un- 
natural youth was infenfible of the difgrace, and 
Jccretly plcafed with the captivity of the emperor ; 
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CHAP, the ftate was poor , the clergy was obftinate; 

Lxvi. nor could fome religious fcruple be wanting to 
excufc the guilt of his indifference and delay. 
Such uhdutiful ncgledl was feverely reproved by 
the piety of his brother Manuel , who inftantly 
fold or mortgaged all that he poffelTed, embarked 
for Venice, relieved his father, and pledged his 
return to own freedom to be rcfponfible for the debt. On 
n>pie return to Conftantinople, the parent and king 

A. u. 1370. diftinguilhed his two fons with fuitable rewards; 

but the faith %nd manners of the flothfiil Palaeo- 
logus had not been improved by his Roman pil- 
grimage; and his apoftacy or converfion, devoid 
of any fpiritual or temporal effedls,. wastfpeedily 
forgotten by the Greeks and Latins 
Vint of the Thirty years after the return of Palacologus 
em^|eror Ma- [,{5 fon and fucccffor , Manuel , from a fimilar 
motive , but on a larger fcale , again A'ifited the 
countries of the Weft. In a preceding chapter I 
have related his treaty with Bajazet, the violation 
of that treaty, the fiege or blockade of Conftan- 
tinople, and the French fuccour under the com- 
mand of the gallant Boucicault”. By his ambaf- 
fadors , Manuel had folicited the Latin powers; 
but it was thought that the prefence of a diftref- 
fed monarch would draw tears and fupplies from 
the hardeft Barbarians ** ; and the marfhal who 
advifed the journey, prepared the reception, of 
the Byzantine prince. The land was occupied 
by the Turks; but the navigation of Venice was 
fafe and open: Italy received him as the firft, or, 
atleaft, as “the fecond of the Chriftian princes;. 
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Manuel was pitied as the champion and confef- chap. 
for of the faith; and the dignity of his behaviour lxvi. 
prevented that pity from finking into contempt. 

From Venice he proceeded to Padua and Pavia; 

' and even the duke of Milan , a fecret ally of • 
Bajazet, gave him fafe and honourable condudt 
to the verge of his dominions On the confines 
of France'*, the royal officers undertook the care a. u. mco, 
of his perfon, journey, and expences ; and two'^““*^* 
thoufand of the richeft citizens , in arms and on 
horfeback , came forth to meet him as far as 
Charenton , in the neighbourhood of the capital. 

At the gates of Paris , he was fainted by the 
chancellor and the parliament; and Charles the 
fixth , attended by his princes and nobles , wel- 
comed his brother with a cordial embrace. The 
fuccelTor of Conftantine was clothed in a robe of 
white filk, and mounted on a milk-white fteed; 
a cifcumftance , in the French ceremonial , of 
fingular importance: the white colour is confidered 
as the fymbol of fovereignty; and, in a late vifit, 
the German emperor, after an haughty demand 
and a peeviffi refufal, had been reduced to con- 
tent himfelf with , a black courfer. Manuel wa» 
lodged in the Louvre; a fucceffion of feafts and 
balls, the pleafures of the banquet and the chace, 
were ingenioufly varied by the poHtenefs of the 
French, tojdifplay their magnificence 'and amufe 
his grief: he was indulged in the liberty of his 
chapel ; and the dodlors of the Sorhonne were 
aftoniflied , and poffibly fcandalized , by the lan- 
guage, the rites, and the veftraents, of his Greek 
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clergy. But the flighteft ghance on the (late of 
the kingdom , muft teach him to defpair of any 
effectual aflidence. The unfortunate Charles, 
though he enjoyed fome lucid intervals, conti- 
nually jelapfed into furious or ftupid in’anity: 
the reyis of government were alternately feized 
by his brother and uncle , the dukes of Orleans 
and Burgundy, whofe factious competition pre- 
pared the miferies of civil war. The former was 
a gay youth , diffolvcd in luxury and love : the 
latter was the father of John count of Nevers, 
who had fo lately been ranfomed from Turkifh 
captivity ; and , if the fearlcfs fon was ardent to 
revenge his defeat , the more prudent Burgundy 
w.as content with the cofl and peril of the firft 
experiment. When IVlanucI had fatiated the 
curiofity, and perhaps fatigued the patience, of 
the French, he rcfolved on a vifit to tlie adjacent 
illand. In his progicfs horn Dover, he was en- 
tertained at Canterbury^ with due reverence by 
the prior and monks of St. Auftin ; and , on 
Blackhcath , king Henry the fourth , with the 
Englilh court, fainted the Greek hero (I copy 
our old hillorian), who, during many days, was 
lodged and treated in London as emperor of the 
Ealt ”. But the flate of England was dill more 
adverfe to the defign of the holy w’ar. In the 
fame year , the hereditary fovereign had been 
depofed and murdered ; the reigning prince was 
.1 fuccefsful ufurper, whofe ambition was punilhed 
by jealoufy and remorfe : nor could Henry of 
Lancallcr \vithdraw his perfon pr forces from the 
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defence of a throne inceffantly fliaken bv con- 
fpiracy aild rebellion. He pitied, he praifed, he 
feafted , the emperor of Conftantinople ; but if 
the Englilh monarch alTumcd the crofs , it was 
only to appeafe his people, and perhaps his con- 
fcience, by the merit or femblancc of his pious 
intention’*. Satisfied, however, with gifts and 
honours, Manuel returned to Paris; and, after a 
refidence of two years in the Weft , fhaped his 
courfe through Germany and Italy, embarked at 
Venice, and patiently expedled , in the. Morea, 
the moment of his ruiu or deliverance’. Yet he 
had efcaped the ignominious ncceftity of oftering 
his religion to public or private fale. The Latin 
church was diftradled by the great fchil'm: the 
Icings, the nations, the univerfuies, of Europe, 
were divided in their obedience between the 
popes of Rome and Avignon ; and the emperor, 
anxious to conciliate the friendfliip of both par. 
ties , abftained from any correfpondence with the 
indigent and unpopular rivals. liis journey coin- 
cided with the year of the jqbilec; but he paflfed 
through Italy without 'defiring , or deferving, 
the plenary indulgence which aboliflicd the guile 
or penance of the fins of the faithful. The Ro- 
man pope was offended by this neglect; accufed 
him of irreverence to an image of Chvift; and 
exhorted the princes of Italy to rcjcdl and abandon 
the obftinate fchifmatic 

Durine: the period of the crufades , the Greeks 
beheld with aftonifliment and terror the perpetual 
flream of emigration that flo>Yed, and soiuinucd 
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CHAP, to flow, from the unknown climates of the Weft, 
ixvi. The , vifits of their laft emperors reiijoved the 
veil of reparation , and they difclofed to their 
eyes the powerful nations pf Europe , \yhom they 
jio longer prefumed to brand with tlie name of 
Barbarians. The obfervations of Manuel , and 
his more inquifitive followers , have been pre- 
ferved by a Byzantine hiftorian of the times “ : 
his fcattered ideas I fiiail collect, and abridge; 
and it may be amufing enough , perhaps inftruc- 
. .. tive, to contemplate the rude pidures of Germany, 

France, and England , whofe ancient and modern 
^Germany; ftate are fo familiar to our minds. I. Germany 
(fays the Greek Chalcondyles ) is of ample 
latitude from Vienna to the Ocean; and it ftretches 
; (a ftrange geography) from Prague in Bohemia 

to the river Tartclfus, and the Pyrenaean^moun- 
tains ”. The foil, except in figs and olives, is 
fulHciently fruitful ; the air is falubrious ; the 
bodies of the natives are robuft and healthy ; and 
thefc cold regions are fcldom vifited with the 
calamities, of peftilence , or earthquakes. After 
the Scythians or Tartars , the Germans are the 
inoft numerous of nations ; they are brave and 
' patient , and were thpy United under a Angle 
head, their force would be irrefiftible. By the 
gift of the pope, they have acquired the privilege 
of, chufing the Roman emperor ** ; nor is any 
people more devoutly attached to the faith and 
j obedience of the Latin patri.arch. The greateft 
part of the country is divided among the princes and 
prelates; but Stralburgh , Cologne, Hamburgh, 
• and 
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ftntl more than two hundred free cities , are c H A K 
governed by f'ge and equal laws, according to 
the will, and for the advantage, of the whole 
community. The life of diiel.s, or fingle combats 
on foot, prevails among them in peace and war; 
their induffry excels in all the mechanic arts, 
and the Germans may boaff of the invention of 
gunpowder and cannon, which is now diffufed 
over the greatefl part of the World. II. I he of France ; 
kingdom of France is fpread above fifteen or 
twenty days journey from Germany to Spain , 
and from 'he Alps to the Brltifli Ocean; contain- 
ing many fiourifliing cities , and among thefe 
Paris i the feit of the king, which furpalles the 
reft in riches and luxury. Many princes and ‘ 
lords alternately wait in his palace, and acknow'- 
ledge him as their foveicign; the iroft powerful 
are the dukes of Bretagne and Burgundy , of 
■whom the latter poffcncs the wealthy province of 
Flanders, whofe harbours are fiequented by the 
fhips and merchants of our own and the more 
remote fe.is. The French arc an ancient and 
opulent people: and their language and manners, 
though fomewlt^t different , are not dillimilar 
from thofe of the Italians. Vain of the Imperial 
dignity of Charlemagne , of their vidories over 
the Saracens , and of the exploits of their heroes, 

Oliver and Rcrwland ” , they efteem themfelves 
the firft of the weftern nations: but this foolifh 
arrogance has been recently humble I by the 
unfortunate events of their wars againft the 
Englifli , the inhabitants of the Britifli ifland. 

VoL. XI. Y 
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CHAP. III. Britain, in the ocean, and oppofite to the 
Lxvi. fhorcs of Flanders, may be confidered either as but 

t>[ England, one , or as three iflands ; but the whole is united is f 

by a common intereft , by the fame manners , fcm 

and by a fimilar government. The meafure of liift 

its circumference is five thoufand ftadia: the land the 

is overfpread with towns and villages : though amc 

deftitute of wine, and not abounding in fruit- out 

trees , it is fertile in wheat and barley ; in honey ftrai 

and wool ; and much cloth is manufatflured by ccs ' 

the inhabitants. In populoufnefs and power, ia Eng 

riches and luxury , London “ , the metropolis of we 

the ifle , may claim a pre-eminence over all the jufti 

cities of the Weft. It is fituate on the Thames , cd 

a broad and rapid river, which at the diftance of But 

thirty miles falls into the Gallic Sea ; and the por 

daily flow and ebb of the tide , affords a fafe anc 

; entrance and departure to the veffcls of commerce- of c 

The king is the head of a powerful and turbulent and 

ariftocracy; his principal valfals hold their eftates j:^ 

by a free and unalterable tenure ; and the laws ]\Ia 

- define the limits of his authority and their obe- 

dience. The kingdom has been often afflided his 

by foreign conqueft and domeljic fedition; but fati« 

the natives are bold and hardy , renowned in >^^5 

arms and vidorious in war. The form of their diy| 

* fliields or targets is derived from the Italians , By^ 

that of their fwords from the Greeks ; the ufe an,,, 

of the long bow is the peculiar and decifive as v 

advantage of the Englilh. Their la^uage bears the 

no affinity to the idioms of the continent; in the 

. the habits of domeftic life , they are not ealily ' 
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diftinguifhed frdm their neighbours of France : c H a P< 
but the moft fingular circumftance of their rhanners lxvi,. 
is their difregard of conjugal honour and of 
female challity. In their mutual vifits , as the 
firft ad of hofpitality , the gueft is welcomed in 
the embraces of their wives and daughters : 
among friends they are’ lent and borrowed with- 
out fliame; nor are the iflanders offended at this 
ftrange commerce , and its inevitable confequen- 
ccs ’’v Informed as we are of the cufloms of old 
Englandj and alTurcd of the virtue of our mothers, 

'tve may fmile at the credulity, or refent the in- 
jufticci of the Greek, who rouft have confound- 
ed a modeft falutc’* with a criminal embrace. 

But bis credulity and injuftice may teach an im- 
portant lelTon ; to dillruft the accounts of foreign 
and remote nations, and to fufpend our belief 
of every tale that deviates from the laws of nature • 

and the charader of man 

After his return ^ and the vidory of Timour j imfifference 
Manuel reigned many years in profperity ht • 

peace. As long as the fons of Bajazet folicited Latins , 
his friendlhip and fpared his dominions, he was 
fatisfied with the national religion ; and his leifure 
was employed in compofing twenty theological 
dialogues for its defence. The appearance of the 
Byzantine ambaffadors at the council of Conftance’* ^ 

announces the reftoration of the Turkilh power,' • 

as well as of the Latin church; the conqueft of 
the fultans , .Mahomet and Amurath , reconciled 
the emperor to the Vatican ; and the fiege of 
Conftantinople almoft tempted him to acquiefeer 
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CHAP, in the double proceiTion of the Holy Chofl. 
Lxvi. When JVlartin the fifth afcended Avithont a rival 
the chair of St. Peter, a friendly intcrcourfe of 
, letters and embalhes was revived between the Baft 

His negocia. 3j’d Wcft. Ambition on one fide , and diftrcfs 
tioiis, Qjj other, didlated the fame decent language 
of charity and pe.ace: the artful Greek exprelfed a 
defire of marrying his fix fons to Italian princefles; 
and the Roman, not lefs artful, difpatched the 
daughter of the marquis of Montferrat, with a 
company of noble virgins, to foften by their 
charms the obftinacy of the fchifmatics. Yet 
under this mafic of zeal , a difcerning eye will 
perceive that all was hollow and infincere in the 
court and church of Conftantinople. According 
to the viciifitudes of danger and repofe, the em- 
peror advanced or retreated; alternately inflrudted 
• and difavowed his minifters; and efcaped from 

an importunate prefTure by urging the duty of en- 
'quiry , the obligation of colledling the fenfe of his 
• patriarchs and bifiiops , and the impoflibility of 

convening them at a time when the Turkifir 
arms were at the gates of his capital. From a 
review of the public tranfadlions it will appear , 

‘ that the Greeks infilled on three fuccefiive mea- 
fures , a fuccour, a council, and a final re-union, 
while the Latins eluded the fecond , and only 
• proraifed the firll, as a confequential and voluntary 

reward of the third. But we have an opportunity 
0 of unfolding the moft fecret intentions of Manuel, 
as he explained them in a private converfation 
motives!**' "without artifice or difguife. In his declining age. 
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the emperor had alTociatcd .lohn Palxologiif! , the chap; 
fccond of the name, and tlie cldeft of his fons , 
on whom he devolved the greateft part of the 
authority and weight of government. One day , 
in the prefence only of the hifforian Phranza " , 
his favourite chamberlain, he opened to his col- 
league and fuccefibr the true principle of his ne- 
gociations with the pope’". “ Our laft refource, ” 
faid Manuel, “ again [I the Turks is their fear of 
“ our union 'with the Latins, of the warlike 
“ nations of the Weft, who may arm for our 
“ relief and for their deftrudion. As often as 
“ you are threatened by the mifereants, prefent 
this danger before their eyes. Propofp a council; 

“ confult on the means ; but ever delay and avoid 
“ the convocation of an aflcmbly , which cannot 
“ tend either to our fpiritual or temporal cmohi- 
“ ment. The Latins are proud ; the (Wrecks .1 

“ are obftinate; neither party will recede or 
“ retrad; and the attempt of a perfed union will 
“ confirm the fchifm , alienate the churches , 

“ and leavx us , without hope or defence , at 
“ the mercy of the Barbarians.” Impatient of 
this faintary leftbn , the royal youth arofe from 
his feat, and departed in filence ; and the wife 
monarch (continues Phranza), cafting his eyes ■ 

on me, thus refumed his difeourfe: “ My fon 
“ deems himfdf a great and heroic, prince ; but, •. 

“ alas ! our miferable age does i^ot aflbrd fcope 
“ for heroifm or greatn’efs. Flis daring fpirit 
" might have fuited the happier times of our 
anceftors; but the prefent ftate requires notan 
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“ emperor, but a cautious fteward of the lafl: 
“ relics of our fortunes. Well do I remember 
“'the lofty expectations which he built on our 
“ alliance with Muftapha; and much do 1 fear, 
“ that his ralh courage will urge the’ ruin of our 
houfe , and that even religion may precipitate 
” our downfal. ” Yet the experience and authority 
of Manuel preferv'^ed the peace and eluded the 
council ; till , in the feventy-eighth year of his 
age, and in the habit of a monk, he terminated 
his career, dividing his precious moveables among 
his children and the poor , his phyficians and his 
favourite fervants. Of his fix fons ”, Andronicus 
the fecond was invefted with the principality of 
Theflalonica , and died of a leprofy foon after 
the falc of that city to the Venetians and its final 
conqueft by the Turks. Some fortunate incidents 
had reftored Peloponnefus , or the Morea , to the 
empire; and in his more profperous days, Manuel 
had fortified the narrow ifthmus of fix miles 
with a ftone wall and one hundred and fifty-three 
towers. The wall was overthrown by the firft 
blaft of the Ottomans : the fertile peninfula might 
have been fufficient for the four younger brothers, 
Theodore and Conftantine , Demetrius and 
Thomas; but they wafted in domeftic contefts 
the remains of their ftrength ; and the leaft fuc- 
cefsful of the rivals were reduced to a life of de- 
pendence in the Byzantine palace. 

The eldeft of the fons of Manuel, John Palaeo- 
Jogus the fecond , was acknowledged , after his 
father’^ d?-tth , as fhe foie emperor pf the Greeks, 
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He immediately proceeded to repudiate his wife , 
and to contract a new marriage with the princefs 
of Trebizond: beauty was in his eyes the firft 
qualification of an emprefs; and the clergy had 
yielded to his firm affurance, that unlefs he might 
be indulged in a divorce , he would retire to a 
cloifter, and leave the throne to his brother Con- 
ftantine. The firft, and in truth the only, vic- 
tory of Palaeologus was over a Jew”, whom, 
after a long and learned difpute , he converted to 
the Chrillian faith; and this momentous conqueft 
is carefully recorded in the hiftory of the times. 
But he foon refumed the defign of uniting the 
Eafl and Weft; and, rcgardlefs of his father’s 
advice, liftened, as it fliould feem with fmeerity, 
to the propofal of meeting the pope in a general 
council beyond the Adriatic. This dangerous pro- 
jed was encouraged by Martin the fifth , and 
coldly entertained by his fuccelTor Eugenius, till, 
after a tedious negociation, the emperor received 
a fummons from a Latin affembly of a new 
charader, the independent prelates of Bafil , who 
ftyled themfclves the reprefentatives and judges 
of the Catholic church. 

The Roman pontiff had fought and conquered 
in the caufe of ecclefiaftical freedom, but the 
vidorious clergy were foon expofed to the 
tyranny of their deliverer; and his facred char- 
ader was invulnerable to thofe arms which they 
found fo keen and effedual againft the civil 
magiftrate. Their great charter, the right of 
eledion , was annihilated by appeals , evaded by 
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c H A p. triifls or commendams , difappointcd by rcvcf- 
IX VI. fionaiy grants, and fupcrfedvd by previous and 
arbitrary rcf rvations A public anclicn \vas 
iiiftituted in the court of Rnine: the cardinals 
and favourites were enriched with the fpoils of 
intions; and every country might complain that 
tlie moft important and v'aluable benefices were 
accumulated on the heads of aliens and abfcntecs. 
During theft relidcnce at Avignon, the ambition 
of the popes fnbfided in the meaner paflions of 
avarice’' and luxury: they rigoroufly impofed on 
the clergy die tributes of fiiTt fruits and tenths; 
but they freely tolerated the impunity of vice, 
diforder , and corruption. Thefe manifold fcan- 
dals were aggravated by the great fchihii of the 
Weft, which continued above fifty years. In 
the furious conftids of ILorne and Avignon, the 
vices of the rivals were mutually expofed; and. 
their precarious fituation degraded their autho- 
rity, relaxed their difeipline, and multiplied their 
wants and exadlions. To heal the wounds, and 
reftorc the monarchy , of the church , the fynods 
of Pifa and Couftance “ were fucccllively con- 
vened , but thefe great aflemblies, confeious of 
their ftrength, refolved to vindicate the privileges 
of the Chriftian ariftocracy. From a perfonal 
feiucnce againft two pontiffs, whom they rc- 
jeded , and a third, their acknowledged fov'er^ 
eign , whom they depofed , the fathers of Con- 
ftance proccedc ' to examine the nature and limits 
of the Roman fupremacy ; nor did they feparate till 
they bad eftablilhed the authority, above the 
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pope, of a jrcncral council. It w.ts enaded, that, chap. 
fui tlie government and reformation of the churcli, .txvu 
tudi al!cir.bli*s flionld be held at regular inter- 
\ al.s; and that each fynod, before its diifoliuion, 

Ihould appoint the time ^nrl place of the fubfe- 
puent meumg. By the influence of the court of 
Rome, the next convocation at Sienna was eafily 
eluded ; but the bold and vigorous proceedings 
of the council of Bafil had almolt been fatal 

' . . » . AD 

to the reigning pontiff, F.ugenius the fourth. A 1431 —1)43. 
jull fufpicion of his defign prompted the fathers 
to haften the promulgation of their fird; decree, 
that the reprefentativ’es of the church-militant on 
earth were inveded with a divine and fpiritnal 
juiifdicfion over all Chriftians , without except- 
ing the pope; and that a general council could 
not be diffolved, prorogued, or transferred, un- 
lefs by their free deliberation and confent. On 
the' notice that Euffcnius had fulminated a bull 
for that purpoi'e, they ventured to fummon, to ' 
admonifli, to threaten, to cenfure, the contu- 
macious fuccclfor of St. Peter. After many de- 

, Il f I I- II Citinii to Ell- 

lays, to allow time for repentance, they hnally 

declared, that, unlefs|^he I’ubmitted within the 

term of lixty days, he was fufpended from the 

exercife of ail temporal and eccleliaftical authority. 

And to mark their juril'diclinn over the prince as 

well as the pried , they alfumed the gov’ernment 

of Avignon, annulled the alienation of the facred ■ 

patrimony, and protected Rome from the im- 

polition of new taxes. Their boldnefs was jiilU- 

hed, not only by the general opinion of the 
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CHAP, clergy, but by the fupport and power of the firft 
LXVi. nnonarchs of Chrillendom: the emperor Sigifmond 
declared himfelf the fervant and psotedlor of the 
fynod; Germany and France adhered to their 
caufe ; the duke of ‘Milan was the enemy of 
Eugenius, and he was driven from the Vatican 
by an infurredion 6f the Roman people. Re- 
jeded at the fame time by his temporal and fpi- 
ritual fubjeds , fubmiflion was his only choice : 
by a moft humiliating bull , the pope repealed 
his own ads , and ratified thofe of the council ; 
incorporated his legates and cardinals with that 
venerable body ; and fetmed to refign himfelf to 
the decrees of the fupreme legiflature. Their 
fame pervaded the countries of the Eaft; and it 
'was in their prefence that Sigifmond received the 
ambalTadors of the Turkifh fultan who laid at 
his feet twelve large vafes , filled with robes of 
filk and pieces of gold. The fathers of Bafil afpir- 
ed to the glory of reducing the Greeks , as well 
as the Bohemians, within the pale of the church; 
and their deputies invited the emperor and pa- 
triarch of Conftantinople to unite with an affembly 
which pofTefTed the cor^dence of the Weftern 
nations. Palaeologus was not averfe to the pro- 
pofal ; and his ambalfadors were introduced with 
due honour* into the Catholic fenate. But the 
choice of the place appeared to be an infuper- 
able obftacle, fince he refufed to pafs the Alps, 
or the fea of Sicily, and pofitively required that 
the fynod fliould be adjoinned to fome conve- 
nient city in Italy, or at leaft on the Danube. 
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The other articles of this treaty were more rea- chap. 
dily ftipulated : it was agreed to defray the i.xvi. 
travelling expences of the emperor , with a train 
l of feven hundred perfons to remit an imme- 
diate film of eight thoufand ducats ” for the ac- 
commodation of the Greek clergy; and in his 
abfence to grant a fupply of ten thoufand ducats, 
with three hundred archers and fome gallics, for 
the proffedfion of Conftantinople. The city of 
Avignon advanced the 'funds for the preliminary 
expences; and the embarkation was prepared at 
Marfeilles with fome difficulty and delay. 

In his diftrefs , the friendfhip of Palseologus John Paiio- 
was difputed by the ecclefiaftical powers of the 
Weft ; but the dextrous adivity of a monarch pope’* gat- 
prevailed over the flow debates and inflexible 
temper of a republic. The decrees of Bafil con-Nov. s4. 
tinually tended to circumferibe the defpotifm of 
the pope, and to ered a fupreme and perpetual 
tribunal in the church. Eugenius was impatient 
of the yoke; and the union of the Greeks might 
afford a decent pretence for tranflating a rebellious 
fynod from the Rhine to the Po. The independ- 
ence of the fathers was loft if they palfed the 
Alps : Savoy or Avignon , to which they acceded 
with reludance, were deferibed at Conftantinople 
as fituate far beyond the pillars of Hercules ; 
the emperor and his clergy were apprehenflve of 
the dangers of a long navigation; they were ‘of- 
fended by an haughty declaration , that after fup. 
preffing the neto herefy of the Bohemians, the 
council ^yould foon eradicate the old herefy of 
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CHAP, the Greeks On the fide of Eugenius , all was ^ 

LWi. fmootli , and yielding, and refpedfid : and he 

invited the Byzantine monarch to heal by his pre- f‘ 

fence the fchifin of the Latin , as well as of the '' 

Eaflern, church. Ferrara, near the coaft of the '' 

Adriatic, was propofed for their amicable inter- ft 

V'iew ; and with fome indulgence of forgery and 
theft, a furreptitious decree was procured, which '' 

transferred the fynod , with its own confent, to r 

that Italian city. Nine gallies were equipped for a 

this fervice at Venice, and in the ifie of Candia; : 

their diligence anticipated the flower veffels of i 

. Bafil: the Roman admiral was commiffioned to i 

burn , fink , and deftroy *’ ; and thefe prieftly 
fquadrons might have encouetered each other < 

in the fame feas where Athens and Sparta had 
formerly contended for the pre-eminence of glory. 

Alfaultcd by the importunity of the factions, who 
■ were ready to fight for the poffefiion of his per- 
fon, Pala;ologus hefitated before he left his palace 
and country on a perilous experiment. His father’s 
' advice ftill dwelt on his memory: and reafoii 
jnuft fuggell, that fince the Latins were divided 
among themfelves, they could never unite in a 
foreign caufe. Sigifmond diffuaded the unfeafon- 
able adventure; his advice was impartial, fince 
lie adhered to the council ; and it was enforced 
by the flrange belief, that the German Cxfar 
would nominate a Greek his heir and fucceflbr 
in the empire of the Weft**. Even the Turkifh 
fultan %vas a counfellor whom it might be unfafe 
to'truft, but whom it was dangerous to" offend. 
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Amuratli was unfldlled in tlie difputcs, but lie c u a.p. 
was appiehenfive of the union, of the Chriftians. i.x\i. 
From his own trcafurcs^ he olicred to relieve the 
wants of the Byzantine court; yet he declared 
with fceniin'T magnanimity, that Coiiftantinople 
Ihould be feciire and inviolate, in the abfence of 
lier fovercign 7 he relointion of Palvcologus 
was decided by the mofl fplendid gifts and the 
luon. fpccious promifes : he wifhed to efcape for 
a while from a Icene of danger and diftrefs; and 
after difmiliing with an ambiguous anfwer the 
mcnengers of the council, he declared his inten- 
tion of embarking in the Roman gallles. I'he 
age of the patriarch Jofeph was more fufceptible 
of fear than of hope; he trembled at the jierils of 
the fe.i , and cxprelled his apprehenlion , that his 
feeble voice, with thirty perhaps ol his orthodox 
brethren, would be oppreffed in a foreign land 
by the power and numbers of a Latin fynod. 

He yielded to the royal mandate, to the flattering 
allnrance, that he would be beard as the oracle 
of nations , and to the fecret wifli of learning 
from his brother of the Weft , to deliver the 
church from the yoke of kings The five 
crqfs-bcarers or dignitaries of St Sophia , were 
bound to attend his peri'on; and one of thefe, 
the great ecclefiarch or preacher, Sylveftei Sym- 
pulus'', has compofed afreeand curious hiftory 
of the falfe union Of the clergy that reluctantly 
obeyed the fummons of the emperor and the 
patriarch , fubmifllon v/as the llril duty , and 
patience the moft iifcful virtue. In a chofen Iflt 
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c ir A p, of twenty bifhops, we difcover the raetropolitari 
Lxvi. titles of Heraclea and Cyzicus , Nice and Nico- 
iTiedia, Ephefus and Trebizond, and the perfonal 
merit of Mark and Beffarion , who , in the con- 
fidence of their learning and eloquence , were 
promoted to the epifcopal rank. Some monks 
and philofophers were named to difplay the 
fcience and fandlity of the Greek church ; and- 
the fervice of the choir was performed by a feleA 
band of fingers and muficians. The patriarchs of 
Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerufalem, appeared 
, by their genuine or fiditious deputies; the pri- 
mate of Rufha reprefented a national church , and 
the Greeks might contend with the Latins in the 
extent of their fpiritual empire. The precious 
vafes of St. Sophia were expofed to the winds 
and waves , that the patriarch rnight officiate 
with becoming fplendour ; whatev'cr gold the 
emperor could procure , was expended in the 
maffy ornaments of his bed and chariot ” : and 
while they affeded to maintain the profperity of 
their ancient fortune , they quarrelled for the 
' divifion of fifteen thoufand ducats, the firfl alms 
of the Roman pontiff. After the -neceffary pre- 
parations , John Palxologus, with a numerous 
train , accompanied by his brother Demetrius y 
and the moft refpedable perfons of the church 
and flate, embarked in eight veffels with fails 
and oars, which fleered through the Turkiffi 
ftreights of Gallipoli tO the Archipelago , the" 
Morea, and the Adriatic Gulf 
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After a tedious and troublefome navigation of chap. 
feventy-feven days , this religious fquadron call lxvi. 
anchor before Venice ; and their reception pro- n>» triumph- 
claimed the joy and magnificence of that power- 
ful republic. In the command of the world, the a d. 143s. 
modeft Auguftus bad never claimed fuch honours *^*'’t**tJ 
from his fubjedls as were paid to his feeble fuc- 
celTor by an independeiU ftate. Seated on the 
.poop, on a lofty throne, he received the vifit, 
or, in the Greek ftyle, the adoration, of the doge 
and fenators They failed in the Bucentaur, 
which was accompanied by twelve (lately gallies: 
the fea was overfpread with innumerable gondo- 
las of pomp and pleafure j the air refounded with 
mufic and acclamations ; the mariners , and even 
the velTels, were dreffcd in filk and gold; and in 
all the emblems and pageants, the Roman eagles • 
were blended with the lions of St. Mark. The 
triumphal procelTion , afcending the great canal, 
palled under the bridge of the Rialto ; and the 
eallern llrangers gazed with admiration on the 
■ palaces, the churches, and the populoufnefs of 
a city that feems to float on the bofom of the 
waves”. They fighed to behold the fpoils and 
trophies with which it had been decorated after 
the fack of Confbntinople. After an hofpitable 
entertainment of fifteen days, Pal.cologus purfued 
his journey by land and water from Venice to 
Ferrara : and on this occafion , the pride of the 
Vatican was tempered by policy to indulge the 
ancient dignity of the emperor of the Eall. He into Femra, 
made his entry on a black horfc ; but a milk-white ^ -s- 
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CHAP, fteed , wliofc trappings were embroidered witli 
Lxvi. golden eagles , was led before him ; and the 
canopy was borne over his head hy the p^inccs 
of Hftc, the fons or kinfmen of Nicholas, marquis 
of the city, and a fovereigrl more powerful than 
‘ himfelf Palxologus did not alight till he 
reached the bottom of the flair-cafe : the pope 
advanced to the door pf the apartment ; refufed 
his proffered genuflexion; and, after a paternal 
embrace, conducted the emperor to a feat on his 
left-hand. Nor would the patriarch defeend from 
his galley, till a ceremony, almofl equal, had 
been llipulated between the bifljops of Rome and 
Conllantinople. The latter was fainted by his 
brother with a kifs of union and charity : nor 
would any of the Greek ecclefiallics fubmit to 
« kifs the feet of the Weflern primate. On the 

opening of the fynod , the place of honour in 
the centre was claimed by the temporal and ec- 
clefiaftical chiefs; and it was only bv alleging 
that his predeceffors had not afliflcd in perfon at 
Nice or Chalcedon , that Eugenius could cv.adc 
I ' the ancient precedents of Conflantine and Marrian. 

After much debate , it was agreed that the right 
and left fides of the church fhould be occupied 
by the two nations: that the folitary chair of St. 
Peter fliould be raifed the firfl of the Latin line; 
and that the throne of the Greek emperor, at the 
bead of his clergy, fliould be equal and oppofitc 
to the fecond place, the vacant feat of the em- 
peror of the Weft 
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But as foon • as feftivity and form had given chap. 
place to a more ferious treaty, the Greeks were txvi. 
difTatisfied with their journey , with themfelves , Council of 
and with the pope. The artful pencil of his tl'i'ns'at 
erniilaries had painted him in a profperous ftate , Ferrara and 
at the head 41 the princes knd prelates of Europe, 
obedient, at his voice , to believe and to »arm. oaober 
The thin appearance of the univerfal fynod of *• *> >43»i 
Ferrara betrayed his weaknefs ; and the Latins 
opened the firft fellion with only five archbifliops, 
eighteen bifhops , and ten abbots , the greateft 
part of whom \vere the fubjeifls or countrymen 
of the Italian pbntiffi Except the duke of Bur- 
gundy , none of the potentates of the Weft 
condefeended to appear in perfon, or by their 
ambaffadors,' nor was it poifible to fupprefs the 
judicial adls of Bafil againft the dignity and 
perfon of Eugenius, which were finally concluded 
by a new eletftion. . Under thefe circumftances , 
a truce or delay was afkcd and granted , till 
Palseologus could expe<ft from the confent of the 
Latins fome temporal reward for an unpopular 
Union ; and , after the firft feflion , the public 
proceedings were adjourned above fix months. 

The emperor, with a chofen band of his fav'our- 
ites and Janizaries , fixed his fummer refidence 
at a pleafant fpacious monaftery , fix miles from 
Ferrara; forgot j in the pleafures of the chace, 
the diftrefs of the church and ftate; and perfifted 
in deftroying the game, without liftenitig to the 
juft complaints of the marquis or the hufband- 
man In the mean while , his unfortunate 
Vot. XL Z 
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ft H A p. Greeks were expofcd to all thrf miferics of exile 
ixvi. and poverty; for the fupport of each ftranger , a 
monthly allowance was alTigned of three or four 
g^old florins; and although the entire fum did not 
amount to feven hundred florins , a long arrear 
was repeatedly incurred by the %idigence or 
policy of the Roman court They fighed for 
a fpeedy deliverance , but their efcape was pre- 
vented by a triple chain : a pafTport from their 
fuperiors was required at the gates of Ferrara; 
the government of Venice had engaged to arreft 
and fend back the fugitives ; and inevitable 
punifliment awaited them at Conftantinoplc ; ex- 
communication , fines, and a fentence, which 
did not refpetfl the facerdotal dignity, that they 
fiiould be ftripped naked and publicly whipped 
It was only by the alternative of hunger or 
difputc that the Greeks could be perfuaded to 
open the firft conference ; and thfey yielded with 
extreme reludance to attend from Ferrara to 
Florence the rear of a flying fynod. This new 
tranflation was urged by inevitable neceflity ; the 
city was vifited by the plague ; the fidelity of 
the marquis might be fufpedled ; the mercenary 
troops of the duke of Milan were at the gates ; 
and as they occupied Romagna , it was not 
without difficulty and danger that the pope , 
j the emperor, and the bilhops, explored their ^ 
• way through the unfrequented paths of the 

Apennine 

Yet all thefe obftacles were furmounted by 
time and policy. The violence of the fathers of 
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Bafil rather promoted than iniured the caiife 
of Eiigenius: the nations of Europe abhorred the 
fchifm, and difowned the eledlion, of Felix the 
fifth, who was fucceffively a duke of Sav'oy, 
an hermit, and a pope; and the great princes 
were gradually reclaimed by his competitor to a 
favourable neutrality and a firm attachment. The 
legates, with fomc refpedabic members, deferred 
to the Roman army, which infenfibly rofe in 
numbers and reputation: the council of Bafil was 
reduced to thirty-nine biihops, and three hundred 
of the inferior clergy while the Latins of 
Florence could produce the fubferiptions of the 
pope himfelf, eight cardinals, two patriarchs, 
eight archbifliops , fifty-two bifliops , and forty- 
five abbots , of chiefs of religious orders. After 
the labour of nine months , and the debates of 
twenty-five feflions, they attained the advantage 
and glory of the re-union of the Greeks. Four 
principal queftions had been agitated between 
the two churches: 1. The ufe of unleavened 
bread in the communion of Chrifl’s body. 2 . The 
nature of purgatory. 3 The fupremacy of the 
pope. And , 4. The fingle or double proccfiion 
of the Holy Ghofl;. The caufe of cither nation 
was managed by ten theological champions : the 
Latins were fupported by the inexhauftible elo- 
quence of cardinal Julian; and Mark of Ephefus 
and Beffarion of Nice were the bold and able 
leaders of the Greek forces. We may beftow 
fome praife on the progrefs of human reafon, by 
obferving , that the firll of thefe quefiions wa3 
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CHAP, now treated as an immaterial rite, which migh§ of 

I.XVI. innocently vary with the falhion of the age and able 

country. With regard to the fecond, both parties cial 

were agreed in the belief of an intermediate ftate the 

of purgation for the venial fins of the faithful; (uV) 

and whether their fouls were purified by elemental eqi 

fire, was a doubtful point, which in a few years pn 

might be conveniently fettled on the fpot by the 

the difputants. The claims of fupremacy ap- 
peared of a more weighty and fubftantial kind ; 
yet by the Orientals the Roman bifhop had ever * th 
■ been refpeifled as the firft of the five patriarchs; q 

nor did they fcruple to admit, that his jurifdic- p, 

tion fhould be exercifed ;»greeable to the holy 
canons ; a vague allowance , which might be de- 
fined or eluded by occafional convenience. The j 

proceflion of the Holy Ghoft from the Father j 

alone, or from the Father and the Son, was an 
article of faith which had funk much deeper into ^ 

the minds of men; and in the feflions of Ferrara ^ 

and Florence, the Latin addition of filioque was 
fubdivided into two queftions, whether it were 
legal , and whether it were orthodox. Perhaps 
it may not be neceffary to boaft on this fubjeifl 
of my own impartial indifference; but I muft 
^ think that the Greeks were ftrongly fupported 
by the prohibition of the council of Chalcedon , 
againft adding any article whatfoever to the creed 
of Nice, or rather of Conffantinople In earthly 
affairs, it Is not eafy to conceive how an affem- 
bly of legiflators can bind their fucceffors invefted 
widi powers equal to their own. But the didates 
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of infpiration muft be true and unchange- char, 
able; nor fliould a private bifliop, or a provin- lxvi. 
cial fynod, have prefumed to innovate againft 
the judgrhent of the Catholic church. On the 
fubftance of the dodrine , the controverfy was 
equal and endlefs : reafon is confounded by the 
proceflion of a deity; the gofpel , which lay on 
the altar, was filent; the various texts of, the 
fathers might be corrupted by fraud or entangled 
by fophiftry; and the Greeks were ignorant of 
the charaders and writings of the Latin faints 
Of this at lead we q|ay be fure, that neither 
fide could be convinced by the arguments of 
their opponents. Prejudice may be enlightened ^ 
by reafon, and a fuperficial glance may be redi- 
fied by a clear and more perfed view of an ob- 
jed adapted to our faculties. But the bifliops 
and monk^ had been taught from their infancy 
to repeat a form of words ; their national and 
perfonal honour depended on the repetition of 
the fame founds; and their narrow minds were 
hardened and inflamed by the acrimony of a 
public dlfpute. 

While they were foil in a cloud of dud and Nepociation: 
dajknefs, the pope and emperor were defirous of 
a feeming union , which could alone accomplilh 
the purpofes of their interview; and the obftinacy 
of public difpute was foftened by the arts of pri- 
vate and perfonal negociation. The patriarch 
Jofeph had funk under the weight of age and in- 
firmities; his dying voice breathed the counfels 
of charity and concord, and his vacant benefice 
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CHAP, might tempt the hopes of the ambitious clergy. 

Lxvi. The ready and active obedience of the arch- oofs 

bifhops of RulTia and Nice , of Ifidore and Bcf- pief 

fanon, was prompted and rccompenfed by their cieii 

fpeedy promotion to the dignity of cardinals. tran 

BenTarion , iir the firft debates , had flood forth grai 

the moft ftrenuous and eloquent champion of the tjte 

Greek church; and if the apoftate, the baflard, mit 

was reprobated by his country*', he appears in to 

ecclefiaflical llory a rare example of a patriot cot 

who was recommended to court -favour by loud tire 

oppofitlon and well-timed compliance. With the the 

aid of his two fpiritual coadjutors, the emperor haj 

applied his arguments to the general fituation co 

and perfonal charader of the bifliops , and each hi 

was fucceflively moved by authority and example. 

Their revenues were in the hands of the’ Turks, tj 

their perfons in thofe of the Latins: am epifcopal 
treafure , three robes and forty ducats , was foon 
exhaufled “ : the hopes of their return flill de- 

pended on the fliips of Venice and the alms of 
Rome ; and fuch was their indigence , that their 
arrears, the payment of a debt, would be ac- • 
cepted as a favour, and might operate as a bribe *’. p 

7he danger and relief of Conflantinople might j, 

cxcufe fome prudent and pious diflimulation ; ^ 

and it was infinuated , that the obflinate heretics 
who fhould refift the confent of the Eafl and 
Weft, would be abandoned in a hoftile land to ^ 

the revenge or juftice of the Roman pontiff**. ^ 

In the firft private affembly of the Greeks, the 
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*nd rejeded by twelve, members: but tbc five 
crofs-btarers of St. Sophia, who afpired to re- 
prefcnt the patriarch , were difqiialified by an- 
cient difcipline ; and their right of voting was 
transferred to an obfequious train of monks, 
grammarians, and'profane laymen. 1 he will of 
^t]ie monarch produced a falfe and fervile unani- 
mity, and no more than two patriots had courage 
to fpeak their own fentiments and thofe of their 
country. Demetrius, the emperor’s brother, re- 
tired to Venice, that he might not be witnefs of 
the union; and Mark of Ephefus, miflaking per- 
haps his pride for his confcience, difclaimed all 
communion with the Latin heretic.s, and avowed 
himfelf the champion and confclTor of the ortho- 
dox creed In the treaty between the two na- 
tions, feveral forms of confent were propofed , 
fuch as might fatisfy the Latins , without dif- 
honouring the Greeks : and they weighed the 
fcruples of words an^ fyllables, till the theological 
balance trembled with a flight preponderance in 
favour of the Vatican. It was agreed ( I mufl intreat 
the attention of the reader), that the Holy Ghofl; 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, as from one 
principle and one fubftance ; that he proceeds hy 
the Son , being of the fame nature and fubftance, 
and that he proceeds from the Father and the 
Son , by one fpiration and produdlion. It is lefs 
difficult to underftand the articles of the preli- 
minary treaty; that the pope ftiould defray all 
the expences of the Greeks in their return home ; 
that he fhould annually maintain two gallies and 
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three hundred foldiers for the defence of Con- 
ftantinople; that all the fliips which tranfported 
pilgrims to Jerufalera , fiiould be obliged to touch 
at that port, that as often as they were required, 
the pope Ihould furnilh ten gallies for a year , or 
twenty for fix months; and that he {houjd power- 
fully fojicit the princes of Europe, if the emperqr 
had occafion for land-forces. 

The fame year, and altnoft the fame^day, 
were marked by the depofition of Eugenius at 
Bafil; and, at Florence, by his re-union of the 
Greeks and Latins. In the former fynod ( which 
he ftyled indeed an aflembly of daemons), the 
pope was branded with the guilt of fimony, 
perjury , tyranny , herefy , and fchifm '* ; and de- 
clared to be incorrigible in his vices , unworthy 
of any title , and incapable of holding any eccle- 
fiaftical office. In the latter, he was revered as 
the true and holy vicar of Chrift , who , after a 
reparation of fix hundred years, had reconciled 
the Catholics of the Eaft and \Veft, in one fold, 
and under one fliepherd. The ad of union was 
fubfcribed by the pope , the emperor , and the 
principal members of both churches ; even by thofe 
who, like Syropulus^', had been deprived of the 
right of voting. Two copies might have fufficed 
for the Eaft and Weft ; but Eugenius was not 
fatisfied , unlefs four authentic and fimilar tran- 
fcripts were figned and attefted as the monuments 
of his viftory ”. Oq a memorable day , the fixth 
of July , the fuccelfors of St. Peter and Conftan- 
tipp afcended their thrones ; the two nations 
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affembled ill the cathedral of Florence; their repre- chap, 
fentatives, cardinal Julian and BelTarion archbilhop txVi. ^ 
of Nice, appeared in the pulpit, and, after reading 
in their refpeclive tongues the ad of union , they 
mutually embraced in the name and the prpfence 
of their applauding brethren. The pope and his 
miniders then officiated according to the Ronoan 
liturgy ; the creed was chaunted with the addition 
of filioque ; the acquiefcence of the Greeks was 
poorly excufed by their ignorance of the harmo- . 
iiious, but inarticulate, founds^*; and the more 
fcrupulous Latins refufed any public celebration 
of the Byzantine rite. Yet the emperor and his 
clergy were not totally unmindful of national 
honour. The treaty was ratified by their confent; 
it was tacitly agreed that no innovation fhould be 
attempted in their creed or ceremonies ; they 
fpared , and fecretly refpeded , the generous 
firmnefs of Mark of Ephefus; and on the deceafe 
of the patriarch , they refufed to eled his fucceffor, 
except in the cathedral of St. Sophia. In the 
diftribution of public and private rewards , the 
liberal pontiff exceeded their hopes and his promif- 
^ es : the Greeks , with lefs pomp and pride , re- Their rrtur« 
turned by the fame road of Ferrara and Venice; •" CnuiUnti- 
and their reception at Conftantinople was fucb as A!"*D*’t44o, 
will be deferibed in the following chapter The February i. 
fnccefs of the firft trial encouraged Eugenius to 
repeat the fame edifying feenes ; and the deputies 
of the Armenians, the Maronites , the Jacobites 
of Syria and Egypt , the Neflorians and the 
.Ethiopians , were fucceflively introducod , to kifs 
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CHAP, the feet of the Roman pontiff, and to announce 
the obedience and the orthodoxy of the Eaft. 
Thefe Oriental enibafTies , unknown in the coun- 
tries which the)' prefumed to reprefent diffufed 
over the the fame of Eugenius ; and a 

clamour was artfully propagated againft the rem- 
nant of a fchifm in Switzerland and Savoy, which 
alone impeded the harmony of the Chrifliaii world. 
The vigour of oppofition was fuccceded by the 
, lafTitude of dcfpair : the council of Bafil was • 
filcntly diffolvcd ; and Foelix , renouncing the 
4iara, again withdrew to the devout or delicious 
hermitage of Ripaille A general peace was 
fecured by mutual acts of oblivion and indemnity: 
all ideas of reformation fubfided ; the popes con- 
tinued to excrcife and abufe their ecclefiaflical 
defpotifm ; nor has Rome been fince difturbed 
by the mifehiefs of a contefted eledion'h 

The journies of three emperors were unavail- 
ing for their temporal, or perhaps their fpiritual: 
falvation ; but they were produdlive of a bene- 
ficial confequence; the revival of the Greek learn- 
13:0 — I4SJ. iiig in Italy, from whence it was propagated to 
the laft nations of the Weft and North. In their 
loweft fervitude and depreflioh , the fubjcdls of 
the Byzantine throne were ftill poffeffed of a 
' golden key that could unlock the treafures of 
antiquity; of a mufical and prolific language, 
that gives a foul to the objetfts of fenfe , and a 
body to the abftradlions of philofophy. Since the 
barriers of the monarchy, and even of the capit- 
al , had been trampled under foot, the various 
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Barbarians bad doubtlcfs corrupted the form and 
fubftance of the national dialed ; and ample 
gloflaries have been compofed, to interpret a 
• jnultitudfe of words , of Arabic, Turkilh, Scla- 
vonian , Latin, or French origin'*. But a purer 
idiom was fpoken in the court and taught in the 
college; and the fiourilhing ffatc of the language 
is deferibed, and perhaps cmbdlifhed, by a learn- 
- cd Italian who, by a long refidence and noble 
marriage *° , was naturalized at Confiantinople 
about thirty years before the Turkilh conqueft. 
“ The vulgar fpeech , ” fays Philelphus “ , “has 
* been depraved by the people , and infeded by 
“ the multitude of ftrangers and merchants, who 
every day flock to the city and mingle with 
“ the inhabitants. It is from the difciples of fuch 
“ a fchool that the Latin language received the 
“ vcrfions of Arillotle and Plato; fo obfeure in 
** fenfe , and in fpirit fo poor. But the Greeks 
“ who have efcaped the contagion , are thofe 
“ whom Tve follow; and they alone are worthy 
“ of our imitation. In familiar difeourfe, they 
“ ftill fpeak the tongue of Ariftophanes and 
“ Euripules , of the hiflorians and philofophers 
“ of Athens ; and the ftyle of their writings is 
“ ftill more elaborate and coned. The perfons 
“ who , by their birth and offices , are attached 
“ to the Byzantine court , are thofe who main- 
“ tain, with the leaft alloy, the ancient -ftandard 
“ of elegance and purity ; and the native graces 
“ of language moft confpicuoudy ftiine among 
“ the noble matrons , tvho are excluded from all 
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CHAP. “ intcrcourfe with foreigners. With foreigners do 
Lxvi, “ I fay ? They live retired and fequeftcred from the 
“ eyes of their fellow-citizens. Seldom are they feen 
“ in the ftreets ; and when they leave their houfes , 
“ it is in the dulk of evening, on vifxts to the 
“ churches and their neared kindred. On thefe 
“ occafions, they are on horfeback , covered with 
a veil, and encompaffed by their parents, their 
hufbands , or their fervants ” 

Among the Greeks, a numerous and opulent 
clergy was dedicated to the fervice of religion; 
their monks and bilhnps have ever been didiii- 
guifhed by the gravity and auderity of their 
manners; nor were they diverted, like the Latin 
prieds, by thepurfuits and pleafures of a fecular, 
and even military, life. After a large deduction 
for the time and talents that were lod in the 
devotion ' the lazinefs , and the difeord , of the 
church and cloyder , the more inquifitive and 
ambitious minds would explore the facred and 
profane erudition of their native language. The 
ecclefiadics prefided over the education of youth; 
the fchools of philofophy and eloquence were 
perpetuated till the fall of the empire : and it may 
be affirmed , th.at more books and more know» 
ledge were included within the walls of Con- 
dantinople than could be difperfed over the 
ComptriroB extenfive countries of the Wed But an im- 
portent didinction has been already noticed: the 
Greeks were dationary or retrograde , while the 
Latins were advancing with a rapid and progreffive 
motion. 1 he nations were excited by the fpirit 
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of independence and emulation ; and evert the chap. 
little world of the Italian ftates contained more lxvi< 
people and induftry than the decreafing circle of 
the Byzantine empire. In Europe , the lower 
ranks of fociety were relieved from the yoke of 
feudal fervitude; and freedom is the firft ftep to 
curiofity and knowledge. The ufe , however 
rude and corrupt, of the Latin tongue had been 
preferved by fuperftition ; the univerfities , from 
Bologna to Oxford**, were peopled with thou- 
fands of fcholars ; and their mifguided ardour 
might be diredted to more liberal and manly 
{Indies. In the rcfurredlion of fcience , Italy was 
the firft that caft away her Ihroud ; and the 
eloquent Petrarch , by his leftons and bis example^ 
may juftly be applauded as the firft harbinger of 
day. A purer ftyle of compofition, a mofe gene- 
rous and rational ftrain of fentiment, flowed from 
the ftudy and imitation of the writers of ancient 
Rome } and the difciples of Cicero and Virgil 
approached , with reverence and love , the fanc- 
tuary of their Grecian mafters. In the fack of 
Conftantinople, the French, and even the Vene- 
tians , had defpifed and deftroyed the works of 
Lyfippus and Homer; the monuments of art may 
be annihilatcdby a Angle blow; but the immortal 
mind is renewed and multiplied by the copies of 
the pen ; and fuch copies it w^s the ambition of 
Petrarch and bis friends to poflefs and underftand. 

The frras of the Turks undoubtedly prefled the 
flight of the mufes; yet we may tremble at the 
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XXVI. 
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thought, that Greece might have been ov^er- 
whclmed , with her fchools and libraries, before 
Europe had emerged from the deluge of barbarifm; 
that the feeds of fciCnce might have been fcattered 
by the winds, before the Italian foil was prepared 
for their cultivation. 

The moft learned Italians of the fifteenth cen- 
tury have confefied and applauded the relloration 
of Greek literature, after a long oblivion of many 
hundred years*'. Yet in that country, and beyond 
the Alps, fome names are quoted ; fome profound 
fcholars , who in the darker 5ges were honour- 
ably diftinguifhed by their knowledge of the 
Greek tongue ; and national vanity has been loud 
in the praife of fuch rare examples of erudition. 
Without ferutinizing the merit of individuals , 
truth muft obferve that their fcience is without 
a caufe , and without an effed; that it was cafy 
for them to fatisfy themfelves and their more ig- 
norant contemporaries; and that the idiom, which 
they had fo marvelloufly acquired, was tranferib- 
ed in few manuferipts , and was not taught in 
any univerfity of the Weft. In a corner of Italy, 
it faintly exifted as the popular, <?r at leaft as the 
ecclefiaftical , dialed’*. The firft imprelfion of 
the Doric and Ionic colonies ha*s never been 
completely crazed : the Calabrian churches were 
long attached to the throne of Conftantinople ; 
and the monks of St. Bafil purfued their ftudies 
in mount Athos and the fchools of the Ea^. Ca- 
labria was the native country of Barlaam , who 
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has already appeared as a fedlary and an artbaf- c ii A i*. 
fador; and Barlaam was the firft who revived, l.kvi. 
beyond the Alps, the memory, or at lead the t-cfT'i's of 
writings , of Homer He is dtferibed , by 
Petrarch and Boccace **, as a man of a diminutive 
ftature , though truly great in the meafure oi 
learning and genius; of a piercin'^ difeernment, 
though of a How and painfu^ c®bution. hoc 
many ages (as they affirm) Greece had not pro- 
duced his equal in the knowledge of hiftory , 
grammar , and philofophy ; and his merit was 
celebrated in the atteftations cf the princes and 
dodors of Conftantinople. One of thefe attefta- 
tions is ftill extant; and the emperor Cantacuzene, 
the protedor of his adverfaries, is forced to allow 
that Euclid, Ariftotle, and Plato, were familiar 
to that profound and fubtle logician In the 
court of Avignon , he formed an intimate con- 
nedion with Petrarch the firft of the Latin 
fcholars ; and the defire of mutual inftrudion was . 
the principle of their literary commerce. The Studies of , 
Tufean applied himfelf with eager curiofity and y 
aftiduous diligence to the ftudy of tl^ Greek 
language ; and in a laborious ftruggle with the 
drynefs and difficulty of the firft rudiments, he 
began to reach the fenfe, and to feel the fpirit, 
of poets and philofophers , whnfe minds were 
congenial to his own. But he was foon deprived 
of the fociety and leftbns of this ufeful affiftant; 

Barlaam relinquiflied his fruitlefs embalTy ; -and , 
on his return to Greece , he raffily provoked 
the fwarms of fanatic monks, by attempting to 
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, c M A r. fubftitute the light of reafon to that of their i>avel. 
LXVi. After a reparation of three years , the two friends 
again met in the court of Naples; but the gene- 
rous pupil renounced the faireft occafion of im- 
provement; and by his recommendation Barlaam 
was finally fettled in a fmall blfliopric of his na- 
tive Calabria The manifold avocations of Pe- 
trarch , lov^and friendlhip , his various corre- 
fpondence and frequent journies , the Roman 
laurel , and his elaborate compofitions in profe 
and verfe, in Latin and Italian, diverted him from 
a foreign idiom; and as he advanced in life, the 
attainment of the Greek language was the objedl 
of his wilhcs , rather than of his hopes. When 
he was about fifty years of age, a Byzantine am- 
balTador, his friend, and a mafter of both tongues^ 
- prefented him with a copy of Homer; and the 
anfwer of Petrarch is at once expreflive of his 
eloquence, gratitude, and regret. After celebrat- 
ing the generofity of the donor , and the value 
. ■ ■ of a gift more precious in his eftimation than 

gold or rubies, he thus proceeds: “Your prefent 
• - “ of th^genuine and original text of the divine 

poet, the fountain of all invention, is worthy 
of yourfelf and of me : you have fulfilled your 
promife , and fatisfied my defires. Yet yout 
liberality is ftill imperfed : with Homer you 
Ihould have given me yourfelf; a guide, who 
‘‘ could lead me into the fields of light , and 
“ difclofe to my wondering eyes the fpecious 
' “ miracles of the Iliad and OdylTey. But * alas ! 

“ Homer is dumb, or I am deaf; nor is it in my 
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•* power to enjoy the beauty which I polTefs. I chap. 
“ have feated him by the fide of Plato, the prince 
“ of poets near the prince of philofophers ; and 
I glory in the fight of my illurtrious guefts. 

“ Of their immortal writings, whatever had been 
tranfiated into the Latin idiom , 1 had already 
“ acquired; but, if there, be no profit, there is 
“ fome pleafure , in beholding thefe venerable 
“ Greeks in their proper and national habit. I 
" am delighted with the afpedl of Homer; and as 
often as I embrace the filent volume, 1 exclaim 
with a figh, illuflrious bard! with what plea- 
fure fhould I lillen to thy fong, if my fenfe of 
“ hearing were not obftruded and loll by the 
“ death of one friend, and in the much lamented 
“ abfence of another. Nor do 1 yet defpair; and 
“ the example of Cato fuggells fome comfort and 
hope , fince it was in the lad period of age 
that he attained the knowledge of the Greek 
‘‘ letters 

The prize which eluded the efforts of Petrarch, otnoccact 
was obtaihed by the fortune and induflry of his 
friend Boccace the father of the Tufcan profe^ 

That popular writer, who derives his reputation 
from the Decameron, an hundred novels of plea- 
fantry and love, may afpire to the more ferious 
praife of refloring in Italy the fludy of the Gteek 
language. In the year One thoiifand three hundred » 
and fixty , a difciple of Barlaam , whole name 
was Leo , or Leontius Pilatus , was detained in 
his way to Avignon by the advice a(id hofpitality 
of Boccace, whoJodgcd the ftranger in his hotife, 

VoL. XI. • A a 
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CHAP, prevailed t5n the republic of Florence to .allow 
5.XVI. annual flipeud , -.and devoted his leifurc 

to the firft Greek profelTor , who taught that 
lau.guage in the Weftern countries of Europe, 
ico Pii;itus, The appearance of Leo might difguft the moft 
rrofffforat ^ifciplc; he was clothed in the mantle of a 

Fioraire, ami philofophcr , or a mendicant ; his countenance 
111 the 'Weft, iliJeous ; his face was overfhadowed with 

A. U. . \ 

1360—13:3. black hair; his beard, long and uncombed; his 
rleportment mftic; his temper gloomy and incon- 
Ilant ; nor could he grace his difeourfe with the 
ornaments , or even the perfpicuity , -of Latin 
•elocution. But bis mind was ftored with a 
treafure of Greek learning : hilkiry and fable , 
iphilofophy and grammar , were alike at his 
-command ; and he read the poems of Homer in 
the fchools of Florence. It was from his expla- 
nation that Boccace compofed and tranferibed a 
literal profe verfion of the Iliad and Odyffey,' 
which fatisfied the third of his friend Petrarch, 
' and which perhaps, in the fucceeding century, 
was clandeftinely u£ed by Laurentius Valla , the 
* l.atin interpreter. It was from his narratives that 

the fame Boccace colleded the materials for his 
treatife on the genealogy of the heathen gods, a 
work, in that age, of ftupendous erudition, and 
which he oftentatioufly fprinkled with Greek 
^ characters and palTages, to excite the wonder and 
applaufe of his more ignorant readers **, The 
firft fteps of learning are flow and laborious; no 
more than ten votaries of Homer could be enumer- 
ated in all Italy ;.*and neither I^me, nor Venice, 
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^ nor Naples , could add a fingle name to this chap. 
ftudious catalogue. , But their numbers would txvi. 
have multiplied, their progrefs would have been 
accelerated , if the inconftant Leo , at the end of 
three years, had not. relinquilhed an honourable 
and beneficial ftation. In his paffagc , Petrarch 
entertained him at Padua a Ihort time; he enjoyed 
the fcholar , but was juftly offended with the 
gloomy and unfocial temper of the man. Difeon- 
tented with the world and with himfelf, Leo 
depreciated his prefent enjoyments; while abfent 
perfons and objects were dear to his imagination. * 

In Italy he was a Theffalian, in Greece a native 
of Calabria ; in the company of the Latins he '' 
difdained their language , religion, and manner; 
no IbOner was he landed at Conftantinople, than 
he again fighed for the wealth of Venice and the 
elegance of Florence. His Italian friends were 
deaf tg his importunity; he depended on their 
curiolity and indulgence and embarked on a 
fecond voyage ; but on his entrance into the 
Adriatic, the fhip was affailed by a tempeft, and 
the unfortunate teacher , who like Ulyffes had 
faftened himfelf to the mall, was ftruck dead by 
9 flafh of lightning, d he humane Petrarch dropt 
a tear on his difafter ; but he was moft anxious 
to learn whether fome copy of Euripides or 
Sophocles might not be faved from the hands of 
the mariners ”. 

But the faint rudiments of Greek learning , Fonniition 
which Petrarch had encouraged and Boccacc 
had planted , foon withered and expired. The luiy by ivl". 
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fiicceeding generation was content for a whiFtf 
with the improvennent of Latin eloquence : nor 
was it before the end of the fourteenth century, 
that a new and perpetual flame was rekindled in 
Italy Previous to his. own journey , the 
emp<;rbr Manuel difpatched his envoys and orators 
to ituplorl the compaffion of the Weftern princes. 
Of thefe envoys , the moft confpicuous , or the 
myft learned , was Manuel Chryfoloras ” , of 
noble birth , and whofe Roman anceftors are 
fuppofed to have migrated with the great Con- 
ftantine. After vifiting the courts of France and 
England, where he obtained fome contributions 
and more proraifes , the envoy was invdted to 
affume the office of a profelTor; and Florence 
had again the honour of this fecond invitation. 
By his knowledge , not only of the Greek , but 
of the Latin , tongue , Chryfoloras deferved the 
flipend , and furpafled the expedatron , «of the 
republic: his fchool was frequented by a crowd 
of difciples of every rank and age; and one of 
thefe , in a general hlllory , has deferibed his 
motives and his fuccefe. “ At that time , ” fays 
Leonard 'Aretin ** , “ I was a ftudent of the civil 
“ law; but my foul was inflamed with the lova 
“ of letters ; and I bellowed fome application on 
“ the fciences of logic and rhetoric. On the 
“ arrival of Manuel, I hefitued whether I Ihould 
“ defert my legal ftudies , or relinquiffi this 
“ golden opportunity; and thus, in the ardour 
“ of youth , I communed with my own mind — 
“ Wilt thou be wanting to thyfelf and thy 
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“ fortune ? Wiit thou refufe to be introduced to 
“ a familiar converfe with Homer, Plato, and 
“ Demoflhenes ? with thofe poets, philofophers , ' 
“ and orators, of whom fuch wonders are related, 
“ and who are celebrated by every age as the 
“ great mailers of human fcience? Of profelTors 
“ and fcholars in civil law, a fufficient fupply 
“ will always be found in our univerfities ; but 
a teacher, and fuch a teacher, of the Greek 
“ language, if he once be fuffered to efcape, 
“ may never afterwards be retrieved. Convinced 
by thefe reafons, I gave myfelf to Chryfoloras; 
“ and fo flrong was my paffion, that the lelfons 
“ which I had imbibed in the day were the con- 
“ ftant fubjedt of my nightly dreams ” At 
the fame time and place , the Latin clafllcs were 
explained by John of Ravenna , the domeflic 
pupil of Petrarch '** : the Italians, who illuErated 
their age and country , were formed in this 
double fchool ; and Florence became the fruitful 
feminary of Greek and Roman erudition The 
prefence of the emperor recalled Chryfol^is 
from the college to the court; but he afterwards 
taught at Pavia and Rome with equal indullry 
and applaufe. The remainder of his life, about 
fifteen years , was divided between Italy and 
Conftantinople ; between emballies and leffons. 
In the noble office of enlightening a foreign 
nation , the grammarian was not unmindful of a 
more facred duty to his prince and country; and 
Emanuel Chryfoloras died at Conflance on a 
public million from the emperor to the council. 
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CHAP. 

IXVI. 

The Gteeks^ 
ill Italy, 

A. n. 

i^oc — ly o. 


Cardinal Bef- 
farion i etc. 


After bis example, the reftoration of the Greek 
letters in Italy was profecuted by a feries of 
emigrants, who w^ere dellitute of ftytune, apd 
endowed with learning, or at leaft with language, 
f rom the terror or opprclTion oftheTurkifh arms, 
the natives of Theffalonica and Conftantinople 
efcaped to a land of freedom , curiofity , and 
wealth. The fynod introduced into Florence the 
lights of the Greek church and the oracles of the 
Platonic philofophy and the fugitives who ad- 
hered to the union, had the double merit of re- 
nouncing their country, not only for the Chriftian, 
but for the Catholic, caufe. A patriot, who 
facrifices his party and confcience to the allure- 
ments of favour, may be poirefTcd however of 
the private and focial virtues : he no longer hears 
the reproachful epithets of flave and apoftate; and 
the confideration which, he acquires among his 
new aflbeiates, will reftnre iit his own eyes the 
dignity of his character. The prudent conformity 
of BefTarion was rewarded with the Roman 
pl^le : he fixed his refidence in Italy; and the 
Greek cardinal , the titular patriarch of Conftan- 
tinople, was refpedled as the chief and protestor 
of his nation : his abilities were exercifed in 
the legations of Bologna, Venice, Germany, and 
France; and his eledlion to the chair of St. Peter 
floated for a moment on the uncertain breath of 
a conclave His ecclefiaftical honours diffufed 
a fplendoiir and pre-eminence over his literary 
merit and fervice: his palace was a fchool ; as 
often as the cardinal vifited the Vatican, he was 
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attended by a lc.irned train of both nations chap. 
of men applauded by themfelves and the public; lx^vk 
and whofe writings, now ovcrfpreaci with duft, 
were popular and ufdul in their own times. I 
fhall not attempt to enumerate the reflorers of 
Grecian literature m the fifteenth century : and it 
may be fufficient to mention with, gratitude the 
names of Theodore Gaza, of George ofTrebizond, 
of John Argyropulus, and Demetrius Chalcocon- 
dyles , who taught their native language in the xhcir*fauit» 
fchools of Florence and Rome, 'i'heir labours 9"** meriis. 
were not inferior to tliofe of BefTarion , whofe 
purple they rev’ered, and whofe fortune was the 
fecret object of their envy. But the life of thefe 
grammarians was humble and obfeure: they had" 
declined the lucrative paths, of the church ; their 
drefs and manners fecluded them from the com- 
merce of the world ; and fince they were confined 
to the merit, they might be content with the 
rewards, of learning. From this charader, JtyiPis 
Lafearis will deferve an exception. His elo- 
quence, politenefs, and. Imperial defeent , recom- 
mended him to' the French monarchs; and in the 
fame cities he was alternately employed to teadh 
and to ncgociate. Duty and interefl: prompted 
them to culti\ ate the ffudy of the Latin language; 
and the moft fuccefsfiil attained the faculty of 
writing and fpeaking with fluency and elegance . 
in a foreign idiom. But they ever retained the 
inveterate vanity of their country: their praife, 
or at leafl; their ellecm , was referved for the na- 
tional writers , to whom they owed their fame 
. A a 4. 
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snd fubfift^nce ; and they fometimcs 'betrayed 
their contempt in licentious criticifm or fatire on 
Virgil’s poetry and the oratory ofTiilly'**. The 
fuperiority of thefe mafters arofe from the familiar 
life of a living language; and their firft difciples 
were incapable of difcerning bow far they had 
degenerated from the knowledge , and even the 
prac^lice, of their anceftors. A vicious pronuncia- 
tion which they introduced , was banifhed 
from the fchools by the reafon of the fucceeding 
age. Of the power of the Greek accents they 
were ignorant: and thpfe mufical notes, which, 
from an Attic tongue, and to an Attic ear, mufl: 
have been the fecret foul of harmony, were to 
their eyes, as to our own, no more than mute 
and unmeaning marks; in profe fuperfluous, and 
troublefome in verfe. The art of grammar they 
truly polTefTed: the valuable fragments of Apol- 
lonius and Herodian were transfufed into their 
IcJTons; and their treatifes of fyntax and et3'mo- 
logj', though devoid of philofopbic fpirit, are 
ftill ufeful to the Greek ftudent. In the Ihip- 
wreck of the Byzantine libraries , each fugitive 
feized a fragment of treafure , a copy of foma 
author, who, without his induftry, might have 
perifhed : the tranferipts were multiplied by an 
aflTiduous, and fometimes an elegant, pen; and 
the text was correded and explained by their 
own comments, or thofe of the elder fehohafts. 
The fenfe , though not the fpirit , of the Greek 
daffies, was interpreted to the Latin world: the 
be^auties of ftyle evaporate in ^ verfion; but the 
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juHgment of Theodore Gaza feledfed the more 

folid works of Ariftotle and Theophraftus , and 
their natural hi (lories of animals and plants opened 
a rich fund of genuine and experimental fcience. 

Yet the fleeting fliadows of metaphyfics were 
purfued with more curiofity and ardour. After 
a long oblivion , Plato was revived in Italy by 
a venerable Greek who taught in the houfe 
of Cofmo of Medicis. While the fynod of Florence 
was involv;ed in theological debate , fome be- 
neficial confequencc^ might flow from the fludy 
of his elegant philofophy ; his flyle is the pureft 
ftandard of the Attic dialedl; and his fublime 
thoughts are fometimes adapted to familiar con- 
verfation, and fometimes adorned with the richefl 
colours of poetry and eloquence. The dialogues 
of Plato are a dramatic pidlure of the life and 
death of a fage ; and , as often as he defeends 
from the clouds, his moral fyftem inculcates the 
love of truth , of our fountry, and of mankind. 
The precept and example of Socrates recom- 
mended a modeft doubt and liberal enquiry: and 
if the Platonifls, with blind devotion, adored 
the vifions and errors of their divine mafler, their 
enthufiafm might corredl the dry , dogmatic 
method of the Peripatetic fchool. So equal, yet 
fo oppofite, are the merits of Plato and Ariftotle, 
that they may be balanced in endlefs controverfy; 
but fotne fpark of freedom may be produced by 
the collifion of adverfe fervitude. The modern 
Greeks were divided between the two feds : 
with more fury than Ikill they fought under the 
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banner of their leaders; and the field of battle was 
removed in their flight from Conftantinople to 
Rome. But this philofophical debate foon dege- 
nerated into an angry and perfonal quarrel of 
grammarians: and Beffarion , though an advocate 
for Plato , protedled the national honour , by in- 
terpofing the advice and authority of a mediator. 
In the. gardens of the Medici , the academical 
dodlrine was enjoyed by the polite and learned : 
but their philofophic fociety was quickly dilTolv- 
ed ; and if the writings of fhe Attic fage were 
perufed in the clofet , the more powerful Stagyrite 
continued to reign , the oracle of the church and 
fchool 

1 have fairly reprefented the literary merits 
of the Greeks; yet it mufl; be confelTcd, that 
they were feconded and furpafled by the ardour 
of the Latins. Italy was divided into many in- 
dependent Rates ; and at that time, it was the am- 
bition of princes and republics to vie with e.'ich 
other in the encouragement and reward of litera- 
ture. The fame of Nicholas the fifth has not 
been adequate to his merits. From a plebeian 
origin , he raifed himfelf by his virtue and learn- 
ing: the charadcr of the man prevailed over the 
intereft of the pope ; and he fliarpened thofe 
weapons which were foon pointed againft the 
Roman church He had been the friend of 
the moft eminent fcholars of the age: he became 
their patron; and fuch was the humility of his 
manners, t?hat the change was fearedy difeern- 
ible either to them or to himfelf. If he preffed 
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the acceptance of a liberal gift, it was not as the chap. 
meafure of defect, but as the proof of benevo- ixvi. 
lence ; and when modefl; merit declined his 
bounty, “ accept it,” would he fay with a cou- 
fcioufnefs of his own worth; “you will not always 
“ have a Nicholas among ye. ” The influence of 
the holy fee pervaded Chriftendom ; and he 
exerted that influence in the fearch , not of be- 
nefices, but of books. From the ruins of the 
Byzantine libraries , from the darkeft monafteries of 
Germany and Britain, he colleded the dufty mam> 
feripts of the writers of antiquity ; and wherever 
the original could not be removed, a faithful copy 
was tranferibed and tranfmitted for his ufe. The 
Vatican, the ojd repofitory for bulls and legends , 
for fuperflition and forgery, was daily rcpleniflied 
with more precious furniture ; and fuch was the 
induftry of Nicholas, that in a reign of eight • 
years, he formed a library of five thoufand vo- 
lumes. To his munificence, the Latin world was 
indebted for the verfions of Xenophon, Diodorus, 
Polybius, Thucydides, Herodotus, and-Appian; 
of Strabo’s geography, of the Iliad, of the mod 
, valuable works of Plato and Ariftotle, of Ptolemy 
and Theophraftus , and of the fathers of the 
Greek church. The example of the Roman pon- CoOno and 
tiff was preceded or imitated by a Florentine 
merchant, who governed the republic without a. d. 
arms and without a title. Cofmo of Medicis 
was the father of a line of princes, whofe name 
and age are almoft fynonymous with the rello- 
ration of learning : his credit was ennobled into 
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CHAP, fame; his riches were dedicated to the fervice of 
ixvi. / mankind ; he correfponded at once with Cairo 
and London: and a cargo of Indian fpices and 
Greek books, was often imported in the fame 
vefTel. 'I he genius and education of his grandfon 
Lorenzo rendered him , not only a patron , but 
a jutlge and candidate, in the literary race. In 
his palace, diftrefs was entitled to relief, and 
merit to reward: his leifure hours were delight- 
fully fpent in the Platonic academy: he encour- 
aged the emulation of Demetrius Chalcocondyles 
and Angelo Politian; and his adive milTionary 
Janus Lafearis returned from the Eaft with a 
treafure of two hundred manuferipts, fourfeore 
of which were as yet unknown in the libraries 
of Europe The reft of Italy was animated 
by a limilar fpirit, and the progrefs of the nation 
. repaid the liberality of her princes. The Latins 
held the cxclufive property of their own litera- 
• ture: and thefe difciples of Greece were foon 

’ capable of tranfmitting and improving the lelfons 

which they had imbibed. After a fliort fucceftion 
of foreign teachers , the tide of emigration fub- 
fided; but the language of Conftantinople was 
fpread beyond the Alps ; and the natives of 
France, Germany, and England imparted to 
their country the facred fire which they had kinr 
died in the fchools of Florence and Rome In 
the produdions of the mind , as in thofe of the 
foil , the gifts of nature are excelled by induftry 
,, and (kill : the Greek authors , forgotten on th? 
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banks of the lliffus, have been illuftrated on 
thofe of the Elbe and the Thames: and BelTa- 
rion or Gaza might have envied the fuperior fcience 
of the Barbarians; the accuracy of Budaeus, the 
tafte of Erafmus, the copioufnefs of Stephens, 
the erudition of Scaliger , the difcernment of 
Reilke , or of Bentley. On the fide of the La- 
tins, the difcovery of printing was a cafual ad- 
vantage: but this ufeful art has been applied by 
Aldus, and his innumerable fuccelTors , to per- 
petuate and multiply the works of antiquity 
A fingle manufcript imported from Greece is re- 
vived in ten thoufand copies; and each copy is 
fairer than the original. In this form , Homer 
and Plato would peiufe with more fatisfaclion 
their own writings: and their fcholiafts muflrcfign 
the prize to the labours of our weflern editors. 

Before the revival of clallic literature , the 
Barbarians in Europe were immerfed in ignor- 
ance ; and their vulgar tongues were marked 
with the rudenefs and poverty of their manners. 
The ftudents of the more perfed idioms of Rome 
and Greece , were introduced to a new world of 
light and fcience ; to the fociety of the free and 
polilhed nations of antiquity; and to a familiar 
converfe with thofe immortal men who fpoke 
the fublime language of eloquence and reafon. 
Such an intercourfe muft tend to refine the tafte, 
and to elevate the genius of the moderns: and 
yet, from the firft experiment, it might appear 
that the ftudy of the a»cients had given fetters. 
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CHAP, rather than wings, to the human mind. However 
ixvi. laudable , the fpirit of imitation is of a fcrvile 

caft; and the firfl difciples of the Greeks and , 

• * Romans were a colony of ftrangers in the midft tf 

of their age and country. The minute and labo- 
rious diligence which explored the antiquities of ti 

remote times, might have improved or adorned pi 


the prefent ftate of fociety: the critic and me- 
taphyfician were the flaves of Ariftotle; the 
poets, hiftorians, and orators, were proud to 
repeat the thoughts and words of the Auguftan 
age; the works of nature were obferved with 
the eyes of Pliny and Theophraftus ; and fome 
Pagan votaries profelfed a fecret devotion to the 
gods of Homer and Plato The Italians were 
opprelTed by the ftrength and number of their 
ancient auxiliaries: the century after the deaths 
of Petrarch and Boccace was filled with a crowd 
of Latin imitators , who decently repofe on our 
fhelves; but in that aera of leaniing, it will not 
be eafy to difcern a real difeovery of fcience, a 
work of invention or eloquence, in the popular 
language of the country But as foon as it 
had been deeply faturated with Ihe celeffial dew, 
the foil was quickened into vegetation and life; 
the modern idioms were refined : the daffies of 
' Athens and Rome infpired a pure tafte and a 
generous emulation; and in Italy; as afterwards 
in France and England, the pleafing reign of 
poetry and ficlion was fncceeded by the light of 
fpcculative and experimental philpfophy. Genius 
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may anticipate the feafon of maturity ; but in c h a ?. 
the education of a people , as in that of an ixvi. 
individual, memory muft be cxercifed, before 
the powers of reafon and fancy can be expand- 
ed ;• nor may the artift hope to equal or furpafs , 
till lie has learned to imitate, the works of his 
prcdeceffors. 
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CHAP, LXVII. 

Schipn of the Greeks and Latins . — Ueign and Chamber 
of Amurath the Second. — Crufade of Ladislaus 
King of Hungary. — His Defeat and Death. — 
John Huniades. — Scanderbrg. — Conflantine PaUo- 
logos laji Emperor of the Eajl. 

TP HE refpedive merits of Rome and Conftan- 
tlnople arc compared and celebrated by an eloquent 
Greek the father of the Italian fchools The 
view of the ancient capital , the feat of his an- 
ceftors , furpaffed the moft fanguine expedlations 
of Emanuel Chryfoloras ; and he no longer blamed 
the exclamation of an old foflhift, that Rome was 
the habitation , not of men , but of gods. Thofe 
gods, and thofe men, had long fince vanilhed ; 
but, to the eye of liberal enthufiafm, the majefty 
of ruin reftored the image of her ancient profperity. 
The monuments of the confuls and Cacfars , of 
the martyrs and apoflles , engaged oA all fides 
the curiofity of the philofopher and the Chriftian; 
and he confelTed , that in every age the arms and 
the religion of Rome were deftined to reign over 
the earth. While Chryfoloras admired the vener- 
able beauties of the mother, he was not forgetful 
of bis native, country , her faireft daughter, her 
Imperial colony; and the Byzantine patriot ex- 
patiates with zeal and truth , on the eternal 
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adv'antagcs of nature , and the more tranfitory' 
glories of art and dominion, which adorned, ot* 
had adorned , the city of Conflantine. Yet the 
perfedtion of the copy flill redounds ( as he mo- 
deftly obferves ) to the honour of the original, 
and parents are delighted to be renewed, and 
even excelled, by the filperior merit of their 
children. “ Conftautinople, ” fays the orator, 
“ is fituate on a commanding point , between 
“ Europe and Afia, between the Archipelago and 
“ the Euxine. By her interpofition , the two feas, 
“ and the two continents, are united for the com- 
" mon benefit of nations ; and the gates of com* 
merce may be fliut or opened at her commands 
^ The harbour , encompafled on all fides by the 
“ fea and the continent , is the moll fecure and 
“ capacious in tlie world. The walls and gates 
“ of Conftantinople may be compared with thofe 
“ of Babylon : the towers are many ; each tower 
“ is a folid and lofty ftruedure t and the fecond 
“ wall, the outer fortification, would be fufficient 
" for the defence and dignity of an ordinary 
“ capital. A broad and rapid flream may be in-* 
“ troduced into the ditches* and the artificial 
^ ifland may be encompaffed, like^Athcns ’ , by 
“ land or water.” Two ftrong and natural caufes 
are alleged for the perfeeflion of the model of new 
Rome. The royal founder reigned over the mofi 
illiiftrious nations of .the globe; and in the ac-> 
complifliment of his defigns , the power of tlitf 
Romans was combined with the art and feienett 
of the Greeks. Other cities have been reared to 
VoL. XI. . B b 
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CHAP,, maturity by accident and time; their beauties are 
ixvii, mingled with dilbrder and deformity; and the in- 
habitants , unwilling to remove from their natal ' 
fpot, are incapable of corredting the errors of their 
anceftors , and the original vices of fituation or 
climate. But the free idea of Conftantinople was 
formed and executed by a fingle mind; and the 
primitive model was improved by the obedient 
2eal of the fubjedls and fuccelTors of the firft 
monarch. The adjacent ifles werQrflored with an 
inexhauftible fupply of marble ; but the various 
materials were tranfported from the moft remote 
fliores of Europe and Alia; and the public and 
private buildings , the palaces, churches, aque- 
dudts , cifterns , porticoes , columns , baths , and 
hippodromes , were adapted to the greatnefs of 
the capital of the Eaft. The fuperfluity of wealth 
was fpread along the fhores of Europe and Afia; 
and the Byzantine territory, as far as the Euxine, 
the Hellefpont , and the long wall , might be 
confidered as a populous fuburb and a perpetual 
garden. In this flattering pidlure , the paft and 
the prefent, the times of profperity and decay, 
are artfully confounded; but a figh and a confef- 
fion efcape fr^m the orator, that his wretched 
country w^s the fliadow and fepulchrc of its 
former felf. The works of ancient fculpture had 
been defaced by Chriftian zeaJ or Barbaric violence; 
the fairefl; ffrudtures were, demolilhed ; and the 
marbles of Paros or Numidia were burnt for lime, 
or applied to the meaneft ufes. Of many a ftatue, 
the place was marked b.y an empty pedcftal ; of 
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many a column , the fize was determined by a chap. 
broken capital ; the tombs of the emperors were 
fcattered on the ground ; the ftroke of time was 
accelerated by ftonm and earthquakes ; and the 
vacant fpace was adorned, by vulgar tradition, 
with fabulous monuments of gold and filver. ’ ■ 

From thcfe wonders , which liv'ed only in memory- 
or belief, he diftinguiflies however the porphyry 
pillar, the column and coloffus of Judinian and 
the church, more efpecially the dome, of St. 

Sophia; the bed conclufion, fance it could not ^ 
be defci'ibed according to its merits , and after it 
no other objedl could deferve to be mentioned. 

But he forgets, that a century before, the trem- 
bling fabrics of the colodus and the church had 
been faved and fupported by the timely care of 
Andronicus- the elder. Thirty years after the em- 
peror had fortified St. Sophia with two new but- 
treffes or pyramids , the eadern hemifpheiae fuA- 
denly gave way; and the images, the altars, 
and the fanduary, were crulhed by -the falling 
ruin. The mifchief indeed was fpeedily repaired; 
the rubbilh was cleared by the incedant labour 
of every rank and age; and the poor remains of 
riches and indudry were confecrated by the Greeks . 
to the mod dately and venerable temple of the 
Ead*. 

The lad hope of the falling city and empire The Greek 
was placed in the harn^ony of the mother and 
daughter, in the maternal tendernefs of Rome , ^ 

and the filial obedience of Condantinople. In a. n. 
'the fynod of Florence, the Greeks and Latins^'*'*.'’ *■*■**' 
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CHAP, had embraced , and fubfcribed , and promifed ; 

Lxviik but thefe figns of friendfl)ip were perfidious or 
ffunlefs and the bafelefs fabric of the union 
vaniilied like a dream *. llie emperor and his 
prelates returned home in the Venetian gallies ; 
but as they touched at the Morea and the ifles 
of Corfu and Lefi)OS , the fubjecls of the Latins 
complained that the pretended union would be an 
inftrument of opprelllon. No fooner did they 
land on the Byzantine fliore than they were falut- 
,ed, or rather alTailed, with a general murmur of 
zeal and difeontent. During their abfence ^ above 
two years ■, the capital had been deprived of its 
civil and ecclefiallical rulers: fanaticifm fermented 
in anarchy; the moft furious monks reigned over 
the confcience of women and bigots ; and the 
hatred of the Latin name was the firft principle 
of nature and religion. Before his departure for 
Italy, **the emperor had flattered the city with 
the affurance of a prompt relief and a powerful 
fuccour; and the clergy, confident in their ortho- 
doxy and fciencc , had promifed themfelv'es and 
their ^ocks an eafy victory over the blind fliep- 
herds of the W eft. The double difappointment 
eXafperated the Greeks ; the confcience of the 

, . fubferibing prelates was awakened ; the hour of 

temptation was paft; and they had more to dread 
from the public refentment, than they could hope 
from, the favou^ of the. emperor or the pope. 

, Inftcad of juftifying their conduct, they deplored 

their ■Weaknefs , profelTed their contrition , and 
caft themfelves on the mercy of God and of their 
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brethren. To the reproachful queftion , what 
had been the event or the ufe of their Italian 
fynod ? they anfsvered with fighs and tears , 
“ Alas ! we have made a new faith; wc have 
‘‘ exchanged piety for impiety ; we have betrayed 
“ the immaculate facrifice; and we are become 
“ Azymites. ” ( The Azymites were thofe who 
celebrated the communion with unleavened bread; 
and I muft retradl or qualify the praife which I 
have bellowed on the growing philofophy of 
the time's. ) “ Alas ! we have been feduced by 

“ dillrefs , by fraud , and by the hopes and fears 
“ of a tranfitory life. The hand that has figned 
“ the union Ihould be cut off; and the tongue 
“ that has pronounced the Latin creed deferves 
“ to be torn from the root. ” The bell proof 
of their repentance was an increafe of zeal for 
the moll trivial rites and the moll incomprehen- 
fible dodlrines ; and an abfolute reparation from 
all , without excepting their prince , who preferv- 
cd fome regard fo^r honour and confillency. After 
the dcceafe of the patriarch Jofeph , the archbilh- 
ops of Hefaclea and Trebizond had courage to 
refufe the vacant office; and cardinal Beffarioii 
preferred the warm and comfortable fhelter of 
the Vatican. The choice of the emperor and his 
clergy was confined to Metrophanes of Cyzicus : 
he was confecrated in St. Sophia, but the temple 
was vacant. The, crofs-bearers abdicated* their 
fervice ; the infection fpread from the city to the 
villages ; and Metrophanes difeharged , without 
cffecfl, fome ecclefiaftical thunders againfl a nation 
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of fchifmatics. The eyes of the Greeks were 
cliredled to Mark of Ephefus , the champion of 
his country; and the ^fufferings of the -holy con- 
fcfTor were repaid with a tribute of admiration 
and applaufe. His example and writings propagat- 
ed the flame of religious difcord; age and infirm- 
ity foon removed him from the world ; but the 
gofpe! of Mark was not a law of forgivenefs ; 
and he requefted with his dying breath , that none 
of tire adherents of Rome might attend hisobfe- 
quies or pray for his foul. 

The fchifm was not confined to the narrow 
limits of the Byzantine empire. SeCure under the 
Mamaluke fceptre , the three patriarchs of Alex- 
andria, Antioch, and Jerufalem , aflembled a nu- 
merous fynod; difowned their reprefentatives at 
Ferrara and Florence ; condemned the creed and 
council of the Latins; and threatened the emperor 
of Conftantinople with the cenfures of the Eaftern 
church. Of the fedlarics of the Greek communion, 
the Ruflians were the moft powerful , ignorant , 
and fuperftitious. Their primate, the cardinal 
Ifidore, haftened from Florence to Mofcow ^ , 
to reduce the independent nation under the Rouiaii 
yoke. But the Ruflian bifliops had been etfttcated 
at mount Atlios; and the prince and people em- 
braced the theology of their priefts. They were 
fcandalized by the title , the pomp , the Latin 
crofs of the legate , the friend of thofc impious 
men who (haved their beards , and perform'ed the 
divine office with gloves on their hands and rings 
on their fingers : Ifidoi^ was condemned by a 
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fynod ; his perfon was imprifoned in a monafterv; chap. 
and it was with extreme (difficulty, that the Car- lxvii. 
dinal could efcape from the hands of a fierce 
and fanatic people *, The Ruffians refufed a 
palfage to the miffionaries of Rome who afpired 
to convert the Pagans beyond the Tanais' ; and 
their refufal was juftified by the maxim, that the 
guilt of idolatry is Icfs damnable than that of 
fchifm. The errors of the Bohemians were ex- 
cufed by their abhorrence for the pope ; and a 
deputation of the Greek clergy folicited thefriend- 
fliip of thofe fanguinary enthiifiafts ^rhilc 
Eiugenius triumphed in the uni;* i and orthodoxy 
of the Greeks , his party was contraded to the 
walls, or rather to the palace, of Conftantinople. 

The zeal of Palxologus had been excited by in- 
tercll; it was foon cooled by oppofition : an at- . 
tempt to violate the national belief might endanger 
his life and crown; nor could the pious rebels be 
deftitute of foreign and domefUc aid. The fwoid 
of his brother Demetrius, who in Italy had main- 
tained a prudent and popular filence , was half « 
unffieathed in the caufe of religion; aijd Amurath, 
the Turkifli fultan , was difplcafed and alarmed 
by the feeming friendffiip of the Greeks and 
Latins. 

“ Sultan Murad or Amurath , lived forty-nine, Rcitn and 
'' and reigned thirty years, fix months, and eight 

TT ' ■ n 1 • Amurath II. 

“ days. He was a jufi: and valiant prince, of a a. d. 

“ great foul, patient of labours, learned, merciful, 

“ religious , charitable ; a lover and encourager 
“ of the fludious, and of all who excelled in 
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any art or fcience; a good emperor, and a 
‘‘ great general. N|) man obtained more or 
“ greater victories than Amurath : Belgrade alone 
withftood his attacks. Under his reign, the 
foldier was ever vidorious, the citizen rich and 
fecure. If he fnbdiied any country, his firft 
“ care was to build niofchs and caravanferas, 
hofpitals , and colleges. Every year he gave 
a thoufand pieces of gold to the fons of the 
“ prophet; and fent two thoufand five hundred 
“ to the religious perfons of Mecca , Medina , 
“ and Jerufalem ", ” This portrait is tranfcribed 
from the hiftorian of the Othman empire : but 
the applaufe of a fcrvile and fuperftitious people 
lias been lavilhed on the worft of tyrants ; and 
the virtues of a fultan are often the vices moft 
ufeful to himfelf, or moft agreeable to his fubjeds. 
A nation ignorant' of the equal benefits of liberty 
and law , mu ft be awed by the flafhes of arbi- 
trary power: the cruelty of a defpot will alluine 
the charader of juftice ; his profufion, of liberality ; 
his obftinacy, of firmnefs. If the moft reafonable 
excufe be rejeded, few ads of obedience will be 
found impoffible; and guilt muft tremble, where 
innocence cannot always be fecure, The tran- 
quillity of the people, and the difeipline of the 
troops, were beft maintained by. perpetual adion 
in the field ; war was the trade of the Janizaries: 
and thofe who furvived the peril, and divided 
the fpoil , applauded the generous ambition of 
their fovercign. To propagate the true religion , 
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was the duty of a faithful IVliifuIman: the unhe- chap. 
lievers were kis enemies, and thofe of xhe prophet; LXVII. 
and, in the hands of the Turks, the fcyinetar 
was the only inftrument of convcrfion. Under 
thefe circumllances , however , the juftice and 
moderation of Amurath arc attelled by his 
conduct , and acknowledged by the Chrillians 
themfelves ; who confider a profperous reign and 
a peaceful death as the reward of his fingular 
merits. In the vigour of his age and military 
power , he feldom engaged in war till he was 
juflified by a previous and adequate provocation: 

-■the vidlorious fultan was difarmed by fubmilTion; 
and in the obfervance of treaties, his word. was 
inviolate and facred The Hungarians were 
commonly the aggreffors ; he was provoked 
by the revolt of Scanderbeg; and the perfidious 
Caramanian was twice vanquiflied , and twice 
pardoned , by the Ottoman monarch. Before 
he invaded the Morea , Thebes bad been 
furprifed by the defpot : in the conqueft of 
ThelTalonica , the grandfon of Bajazet might 
difpute the recent purchafe of the Venetians; and 
after the firft fiege of Conftantinople, the fultan 
was never tempted, by the diftrefs, the abfence, 
or the injuries of Palicologus, to extinguilh the 
dying light of the Byzantine empire. 

But the moft ftriking feature in the life and His double 
charader of Amurath , is the double abdication 

of the Turkifh throne; and, were not his motives 144^ 1444. 

debafed by an alloy of fuperftition , we mull t 
praife the royal philofopher ", who at die age 
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CHAP, of forty could difcern the vanity of human 
I.XVII. greatnefs. -Rengning the fceptre to his fon, he 

retired to the pleafant refidcnce of Magnefia; but 
he retired to the fociety of faints and hermits. It 
VMS not till the fourth century of the Hegira, 
that the religion of Mahomet had been corrupted 
by an inftitution fo adverfe to his genius; but in 
the age of the cruf ides , the v arious orders of 
Dervilhes were multiplied by the example of the 
Chriftian , and ev^en the Latin , monks The 
lord of nations fubmitted to fall , and pray , and 
turn round in endlefs rotation with the fanatics, 
who ir.illook the giddinefs of the head for the 
illumination ^of the fpirit ". But he was foon 
awakened from this dream of enthufiafm , by 
the Hungarian invafion ; and his obedient fon 
was the foremoft to urge the public danger and 
the wilhes of the people. Under the banner of 
their veteran leader , the Janizaries fought and 
conquered ; but he withdrew from the field 
of Varna, again to pray» to fall, and to turn 
round with his Magnefian brethren. Thefe pious 
occupations were again interrupted by the danger 
of the Hate. A vidlorious army difdained the 
inexperience of their youthful ruler: the city of 
Adrianople was abandoned to rapine and flaughter; 

. and the unanimous divan implored his prefence 
to appeafe the tumult, and prevent the rebellion, 
' of the Janizaries. At the well-known voice of 

their mailer , they trembled and obeyed ; and 
* the rcludant fultan was compelled to fupport his 
fplcndid fervitude, till, at the end of four years. 
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he was relieved by the angel of death. Age or c h a i*. 
difeafe , misfortune or caprice , have tempted LXVii. 
feveral princes to defeend from the throne; and 
they have had leifure to repent of their irretrievable 
ftep. But Amurath alone, in the full liberty of 
choice, after the trial of empire and folitude, 
has repeated his preference of a priv'ate life. 

After the departure of his Greek brethren , Eupniins 
Eugenius had not been unmindful of their Kat..e 
temporal intcreft ; and his tender regard for the agi.inft the 
Byzantine empire was animated by a jufl ‘>PP*e- 
henfion of the Turks , who approached , and 
might foon invade, the borders of Italy. But 
the fpirit of the crufades had expired ; and the 
coldnefs of the Franks was not lefs unreafonable 
than their headlong pallion. In the eleventh 
century, a fanatic monk could precipitate luirope 
on Afia for the recovery of the holy fepulchre ; 
but in tjie fifteenth, the moll pielllng motives of 
religion and policy were infuHicient to unite the 
Latins in the defence of Chriftendom. Germany 
was an inexh^uftible flc^re^houfe of men and 
arms “ : but that complex and languid body 
required the impulfc of a vigorous hand ; and ^ 
Frederic the third was alike impotent in his per- 
’fonal charadlcr and his Imperial dignity. A long 
war had impaired the ftrength , without fatiating 
the animofity of France and England ” : but 
Philip , duke of Burgundy , was a vain and 
magnificent prince ; and he enjoyed , without 
danger or expence, the adventurous piety of his 
fubjeds, who failed, in a gallant fleet, from the 


Digitized by Google 



380 THE DECLINE AND FALL* 

CHAP, coaft of Flanders to the Hellefpont. The maritime from 

Lxvn. republics of Venice and Genoa were lefs remote 

from the fcene of action ; and their hoftile fleets diftrc 

were alfociated under trfe ftandard of St. Peter. Dane 

The kingdoms of- Hungary and Poland , which their 

covered as it were the interior pale of the Latin with 

church, wcrej;he mod nearly concerned to oppofe to g 

the progrefs of the Turks. Arms were the Confi 

patrimony of the Scythians and Sarmatians , and merc< 

thefe nations might appear equal to the contell, anno 

could they point, againft the common foe, thofe diver 

fwords that were fo wantonly drawn in bloody fleets 

and domeftic quarrels. Rut the fame fpirit was mom 

adverfc to concord and obedience : a poor country Ottoi 

and a limited monarch are incapable of maintaining , deftr< 
a Handing force; and the loofe bodies of Pohlh perdi 

and Hungarian horfe were not armed with the prud 

fentiments and^ weapons which , on fome occa- invifi 

fions, have given irreflftible 'weight to the French God 

chivalry. Yet, on this fide, the defigns of the Of 

Roman pontiff, and the eloquence of cardinal war 

Julian, his legate, were promoted by the circum- palflt 

ftances of the times * ; by fhe union of the two rate 

crowns on the head of Ladiflaus a young and Bulg 

ambitious foldier ; by the valour of aa hero , tain^ 

whofe natHe , the name of John Hunlades, was aferi 

already popular among the Chriftians, and formid- In j. 

able to the Turks. An endlefs treafure of pardons Ijg 

and indulgences was fcactered by the legate ; Vanc 

many private warriors of France and Germany of ^ 

enlifted under the holy banner; and the crufade vant 

derived fome ftrength, or at lead fome reputation, of ^ 
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from tlie new allies , both of Europe and Afia. chap. 
A fugitive defpot of Scrvia exaggerated the lxvii. 
diftrefs and ardour of the Chriftians beyond the 
Danube, who would unanimoufly rife to vindicate 
their religion and liberty. The Greek emperor 
with a fpirit unknown to his fathers , engaged 
to guard the Hofphorus , and to fally from 
Conftantinople at the head of his national and 
mercenary troops. ' The fulcan of Carainania ” 
announced the retreat of Amurath, and a powerful 
diverfion in the heart of Anatolia ; and if the 
fleets of the Weft could occupy at the fame 
moment tl?e ftreights of the Hellefpont , the 
Ottoman monarchy would be diffevered and 
deftroyed. Heaven and earth rauft rejoice in the 
perdition of the mifereants; and the legate, with 
prudent ambiguity , inftilled the opinion of the 
invifible, perhaps the vifible , aid, of the Son of 
God , and his divine Mother. 

Of the Polifli and Hungarian diets, a religious taiJisiam, 
war was the unanimous cry: and Ladillaus, after 1 ""® 
palling the Danube, led an army of his confede- Huncary, 
rate fubjeds as far as Sophia , the capital of the 
Bulgarian kingdom. In this expedition they ob- 
tained two fi’gnal vidories , which were juftly 
aferibed to the valour and condud of Huniades. 

In the firft, with a vanguard often thoufand men, 
he furprifed the Turkilh camp ; in the fecond , he 
vanquilhed and made prifoner the moft renowned 
of their generals, who poffelTed the double ad- 
vantage of ground and numbers. The approach 
of winter, and the nittural and artificial obftacles 
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of mount Hxmus, arrefted the progrefs of the 
hero , who meafured a narrow interval of fix 
days march from the foot of the mountains to the 
hoftile towers of Adrianople , and the friendly- 
capital of the Greek empire. The retreat was 
undifturbed; and the entrance into Buda was at 
once a military and religious triumph. An ec- 
clefialfical proceflion was followed by the king 
and his warriors on foot: he nicely balanced the 
merits and rewards of the two nations; and the 
pride of conqiieft was blended with the humble 
temper of Chriftianity. Thirteen bafliaws , nine 
ftandards , and four thoufand captives* were un- 
qiieftionable trophies; and as all were willing to 
believ'e, and none were prefent to contradid, the 
crufaders multiplied, with unblufhing confidence, 
the myriads of Turks whom they had left on the 
field of battle The moft folid proof, and the 
moft falutary confcquence, of victory, was a de- 
putation from the divan to folicit peace, to re- 
ftore Servia , to ranfom the prifoners , and to 
evacuate the Hungarian frontier. By this treaty, 
the rational' objeds of the war were obtained : 
the king, the defpot, and Huniades himfclf, in 
the diet of Segedin , were fatisfied with public 
and private emolument; a truce of ten years was 
concluded ; and the followers of Jefus and Mahcf- 
met, who fwore on the Gofpel and the Koran, 
attefted the word of God as the guardian of truth 
and the avenger of perfidy. In the place of the 
Gofpel, the Turkilh minifters had propofed to 
fubftitute the EuchariE, the real prefence of the 
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Catholic deity; but the Chriflians , refufed to chap. 
profane their holy myfteries ; and a fuperftitious lkvii. 
confcience is lefs forcibly bound by the fpiritual 
energy, than by the oucNvard and vifible fymbols, 
of an oath 

During the whole tranfadion , the cardinal violation of 
legate had obferved a fullen filence , unwilling 
to approve, and unable to oppofe , the confent 
of the king and people. But the diet v/as not dif- 
folved before Julian was fortified by the welcome 
intelligence, that Anatolia was invaded by the 
Caramanian , and Thrace by the Greek emperor; 
that the fleets of Genoa, Venice, and Burgundv, 
were mafters of the Hellcfpont; and that the al- 
lies, informed of the vidory, and ignorant of the 
treaty, of Ladiflaus, impatiently waited for the 
return of his vidorious army. “ And is it thus,” 
exclaimed the cardinal ”, “ that you will deferc 
“ their expedations and your^own fortune ! ft 
“ is to them , to your God , and your fellow- 
“ Chriftians, that you have, pledged your faith; 

“ and that prior obligation annihilates a ralh and 
“ facrilegious oath to the enemies of Chrifl. His 
“ vicar on earth is the Roman pontiff; without 
“ whofe fandion you can neither promife nor 
“ perform. In his name I abfolve your perjury 
“ and fandify your arms: follow my footflcps 
“ in the paths of glory and falvation ; and if flill 
“ ye have fcruples , devolve on my head the pu« 

“ nifliment and the fin.” This mifehievous ca- 
fiiiftry was feconded by his refpedable charader, 
and the levity of popular aflcrablies : war was 
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CHAP, refolv'pd , on the fame fpot where peace had fo 
i.xvii. lately been fworn; and, in the execution of the 
treaty, the lurks were affaulted by the Chrif- 
tians ; to whom, with fohie reafon, they might 
apply the epithet of infidels. The falfehood of 
Ladillaus to his word and oath , was palliated by 
the religion of the times: the moft perfedl, or at 
leaft the moft populai;, excufe would have been 
. the /uccefs of his arms and the deliverance of the 
Eaftern church. But the fame treaty which fhould 
have bound his confcience, had diminiflied his 
ftrength. On the proclamation of the peace, the 
French and German volunteers departed with in* 
dignant murmurs: the Poles were exhaufted by 
diftant warfare, and perhaps difgufted with foj-eign 
command ; and their palatines accepted the firft 
licence, and haftily retired to their provinces and 
caftles. Even Hungary was divided by fadion, 
or reftrained by a Jaudable fcruple: and the relic$ 
of the crufade that marched in thefecond expe- 
dition , were reduced- to an inadequate force of 
twenty thoufand men. A Walachian chief, who 
joined the royal ftandard. with his vaffals , pre- 
fumed to remark that their numbers did 'not ex- 
ceed the hunting retinue that fometimes attended 
the fultan ; and the gift of two horfes of matchlefs 
fpeed , might admonifli Ladiflaus of his fecret 
forefight of the event. But the defpot of Servia, 
after the reftoration of his country and children, 
was tempted by the promife of new realms; and 
the Inexperience of the king, the enthufiafm of 
the legate, -and the martial prefumption of Huniades 
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himfelf, were perfuaded that every obftade mufl c h a p.» 
yield to the invincible virtue of the fword and lxvii. 
the crofs. After the paffage of the Danube , two 
roads might lead to Conltantinople and the Hel- 
lefpont; the one direct, abrupt, and 'dilficult , 
through the mountains of H'.emus; the other more 
tedious and fccure , over a level country , and 
along the fliores of the Euxine; in which their 
flanks, according to the Scythian difci’pline, might 
always be covered by a moveable fortiHcation of 
waggons. The latter was judicioufly preferred : 
the Catholics marched through the plains of Bul- 
garia, burning, with wanton ’cruelty', the churches 
and villages of the Chriftian natives; ^nd their 
laft ftation was at \V’'arna, near the fea-lhore; on 
which the defeat and death of Ladiflaus hav'e 
beftowed a memorable name 

It was on this fatal fpot, that, inftead of find- ^tittle of 
ing a confederate fleet to fecund their operation*!, 
they were alarmed by the approach of .\murath :;ov. 10. 
bimfelf, who had iffued from his Magnefian foli- 
tude , and tranfported the forces of Alia to *the 
defence of Europe. According to fome writers , 
the Greek emperor had been awed , or feduced , 
to grant the paffage of the Bofphoius ; and an in- 
delible ftain of corruption is fixed on the Genoefe, 
or the pope’s nephew, the Catholic admiral, 
whofe mercenary connivance betrayed the guard 
of the Hellefpont. From Adrianople, the fultan 
advanced by hafly marches, at the head of fixtyr 
thoufand men; and when the cardinal, and Hu- 
niades, had taken a nearer furvey of the numbers 
VoL. XI. C c 


4 

i 


1 


$ 


V 

i 


I 


( 


•5 

i 




I 


• Digitized by Google 



• CHAP 
IXVII, 


4 > , 


386 - THE DECLINE AND FALL 

and order of the Turks , thefe ardent warriors 
propofed the tardy and imprailicable meafure of 
a retreaL The king alone was refolved to con- 
quer or die; and his refolution had almoft been 
crowned* with a glorious and falutary vidory. 
The princes were oppofite to each other in the 
centre; and the Beglerbeg.s, or generals of Ana- 
tolia and Romania, commanded on the right and 
left againfi; the adverfe divifions of the defpot and 
Huniades. The Turk ill) wjngs were broken on 
the fifft onfet: but the advantage was fatal; and 
the ralh vidors, in the heat of the purfuit , were 
carried away far hoVn the annoyance of the enemy 
or the Ripport of their friends; When Amurath 
beheld the flight of his fquadrons , he defpaired 
of his fortune and that of the empire: a veteran 
janizary feized his horfe’s bridle ; and he had 
magnanimity to pardon and reward the foldier 
who dared to pcrcelv'c the terror, and arreft the 
flight, of his fovereign. A copy of the treaty, 
the monument of Chrlftlan perfidy , had been 
ditplayed in the front of battle; and it is faid, 
that the fultan in his diftrefs, lifting his eyes and 
his hands to heaven, implored the protedion of 
the God of truth; and called on the prophet Jefns 
himfelf to avenge the impious mockery of his 
name and religion With inferior numbers and 
difordered ranks, the king of Hungary rufhed 
forwanls in the confidence of vidory, till his 
career was flopped by ihewmpcnctrable phalanx 
of the Janizaries. If we may credit the Ottoman 
annals , his horfc was pierced by the javelin of 
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Amurath’'; he fell among the fpears of the in- c h a p. 
faniry; and a Turkifli foldier proclaimed with a i.xvri. 
loud voice, “Hungarians, behold the head of 7 -”''' 

>»m°i i ri i*n 1 Uislaus. 

‘‘ your King! The death ot Ladiflaus was the 
fignal of their defeat. On his return from' an in- 
temperate purfuit, Huni^dcs deplored his error 
and the public lofs : he flrove to refeue the royal 
body, till he was overwhelmed by the tumultuous 
crowd of the victors and vanquilhed; and the lafl 
efforts of his courage and cohdudl were exerted 
to fave the remnant of his Walachian cavalry. 

Ten thoufand Chriftians were flain in the difaf- 
trous battle of Warna: the lofs of the Turks, 
more confuierable in numbers , bore a fmaller 
proportion to their total flrcngth; yet the philo- 
fophic fultan was not affiamed to confefs, that 
liis ruin muff; be the confcquence of a fecond and 
fimilar vidlory. At his command a column was 
erected on the fpot where Ladiflaus had fallen; 
but the modeff infeription, inffead of accufing 
the rafhnefs, recorded the valour, and bewailed 
the misfortune, of the Hungarian youth’*. 

Before I lofe fight of the field of Warna, I am The cardinal 
tempted to paufc on the charaeffer and ffory of'*’'*'^*' 
two principal acdors, the cardinal Julian and John 
Huniades. Julian ” O.cfarini was born of a noble 
family of Rome : his ftudies had embraced both 
the Latin anti Greek learning, both the fciences 
of divinity and law; and his verfatile genius was 
equally adapted to the fchools , the camp, and 
the court. No fooner had he been inv'effed 
with the. Roman purple , than he was fent into 
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Germany to arm the empire againft the rebels 
and heretics of Bohemia. The fpirit of perfecu- 
tion is unworthy of a Chriflian; the military pro- 
fellion_ ill becomes a priefl: ; but the former is 
excufed by the times; and the latter was ennobled 
Ly the courage of Julian, who flood dauntlefs 
and alone in the difgraceful flight of the German 
■hofl. As the pope’s legate, he opened the coun- 
cil of Bafil ; but the prefident foon appeared the 
tnofl; flrcnuous champion of ecclefiaftical freedom ; 
and an oppofition of feven years was conduded 
by his ability and zeal. After promoting the 
flrongeft meafures againft the authority and per- 
fon of Eugenius, fome fecret motive of intereft^_ 
or confcience engaged him to defert on a fudden 
the popular party. The cardinal withdrew him- 
felf from Bafil to Ferrara ; and , in the debates 
of the Greeks and Latins , the two nations ad- 
mired the dexterity of his arguments and the 
depth of his theological erudition In his Hun- 
garian embaffy we have already feen the mifehiev- 
ous effeds of his fophiftry and eloquence , of 
which Julian himfelf was the firft vidim. The 
cardinal , who performed the duties of a prieft 
and a foldier, was loft, in the defeat of Warna. 
The circumftances of his death are varioufly re- 
lated; but it is believed, that a weighty incum- 
brance of gold impeded bis flight, ’and tempted 
the cruel avarice of fome Chriftian fugitives. 

From an humble, or at Icaft a doubtful origin, 
the merit of John Huniades promoted him to the 
command of the Hungarian armies. His father 
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was a .Walachian , his mother a Greek ; her un- ( 
known 'race might poflibly afeend to the emperors 
of Conftantinople ; and the claims of the Wal- 
achians, with the hirname of Corvinus , from, 
the place of his nativity, might fugged a thim 
pretence for mingling his blood with the patri- 
cians of ancient Rome In his youth he ferved- 
in the wars of Italy; and was retained, wit^ 
twelve horfemen , by the bilhop of Zagrad: the 
valour of the rohite knight was foon confpicu- 
ous; he increafed his fortunes by a noble and 
wealthy marriage; and in the defence of the Hun- 
garian borders , he won in the fame year three 
battles againd the Turks. By his influence, La- 
dillaus of Poland obtained the crown of Hungary; 
and the important fervice was rewarded by the 
title and office of Waivod of Tranfylvania. The 
fird of Julian’s crufades added two Turkifli laurels 
on his brow; and in the public didrefs the fatal 
errors of M^arna were forgotten. During the ab- 
fence and minority of Ladillaus of Audria, the 
titular king, Huniadcs was cletded fupreme cap- 
tain and governor of Hungary, and if envy at 
fil'd was fdenced by terror, a reign of twelve 
years fuppofe.s the arts of policy as well as of 
war. Yet the idea of a confummate general is 
not delineated in his campaigns, the white knight 
fought with the liand rather than the head, as 
the chief of defultory Bartiarians, who attack, 
without fear aud fly without' fliame ; and his mi- 
^ Utary life is compofed of a romantic alternative 
of vidlorics and efcapes. By the Turks , who- 
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employed his name to frighten their perverfe 
children , he was corruptly denominated’ Jancus 
Lain, or the Wicked: their hatred is the proof 
..of their efteem; the kingdom which he guarded 
was inacceflible to their arms; and they felt him 
jnoft daring and formidable, when they fondly 
tjflieved the captain and his country irrecover- 
ably loft. Inftead of confining himfelf to a de- 
fenfive war, four years after the defeat of Warna 
he again penetrated into the heart of Bulgaria; 
and in the plain of CofTova fuftained, till the 
third day, the fliock of the Ottoman army, four 
times mOre numerous than his own. As he fled 
alone through the woods of Walachia, the hero 
was furprifed by two robbers; but while the,y 
difputed a gold chain that hung at his neck, 
he recovered his fword, flew the pne, terrified 
the other, and, after new perils of captivity or 
death , confolcd by his prefence an afflidfed king- 
dom. But the laft and moft glorious adion of 
his life was the defence of Belgrade againft the 
powers of Mahomet the fecond in perfon. After 
a fiege of forty days, the Tqrks, who Ipad already 
entered the town, were compelli^d to retreat; and 
the joyful nations celebrated Huniades and Bel- 
grade as the bulwarks of Chriftendom About 
a month after this great ^deliverance, the cham- 
pion expired; and his moft fplendid, epitaph is 
the regret of the^ Ottoman prince , who flghed 
that he could no longer hope for revenge againft 
the Angle antagonift who had triumphed over % 
his arms. On the^firft vacancy of the throne. 
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Matthias Coivinus, a youth of eighteen years of c fi a p. 
age, was elcdccl and crowned by the grateful i.xvil. 
Hungarians. His reign was profperous and, long: 

IMaithias afpired to the glory of a conqueror and 
a faint; but his purell merit is the encourage- 
ment of learning; and the Latin orators and hifto- 
rians, who were invited from Italy by the fon, 
have filed the luflre of their eloquence on the 
fathei-^s character 

In the lift of heroes, John Huniadcs and Scan-®''"''' 
derbeg are commonly affdliated and they arc 
both entitled to our notice , fince their occupa- of 
tion of the Ottoman arms delayed th? ruin of^'*’”''*^ 
the Greek empire. John Caftriot, the father of i4o» — uij* 
Scanderbeg , was the hereditary prince of a 
fmall diftricl of Epirus or Albania, between the 
mountains and the Adriatic fea. Unable to con- 
tend with the fultan’s power, Caftriot fubmitted 
to the hard conditions of pe<ice and tribute: he 
delivered his four fons as the pledges of his fide- 
lity; and the Chriftian youths, after Receiving 
the mark of circumcifion , were inflrudted in the* / 
Mahometan religion , and trained in the arms and 
arts of Turkifii policy The three elder bro- 
thers were confounded in the crowd of flaves ; 
and the poifon to which their deaths are aferibed, 
cannot be verified or difproved by any pofitive 
evidence. Yet the fufpicion is in a great meafure 
remtn’ed by tlie kind and paternal treatment, 
of George Caftriot, the fourth brother, who 
from his tender youth ,• difplayed the ftrengtb 
and fpirit of a foldicr. 'Lhe fuctefti\^e overthrow 
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of a Tartar , and , two Perfians, who carried'* 
proud defiance jto the Turkifh court, recom- 
mended him to the 'favour of Amurath, and his 
Turkifh appellation of Scandcrbeg [Iskende.- Be^), 
or the lord Alexander, is an indelible memorial 
of his glory »and fervitude. His father’s princi- ' 
pality was reduced into a province : but the Ipfs 
was compenfated by the rank and title of,San- 
jiak, a command of five thoufand horfej a»d the 
profped of the firft dignities of the empire. He 
. ferved with honour i* the wars of Europe and 
Afia; and we may fmile at the art or 'credulity 
of the hiftorian, who fuppofes , that in eytry en- 
counter fie fpared the Chriftians, while he fell with,., 
a thundering arm on his Mufulman foes. The glory 
of Huniadesis without reproach ; he fought in the 
defence of his religion and country j but the enemies 
who applaud the patriot, have branded his rival 
with the name of traitor and apoftate. In the eyes of 
the Chriftians, the rebellion of Scanderbeg is juftU: 
fied by his father’s. wrongs, the ambiguous death - 
of his tli^e brothers, his own degradation, and the 
ilaveiy of his country ; and they adore the ge- " 
nerous, though tardy, zeal, with which he af- 
ferted the faith and independence of his anceftors, . 
But he had imbibed from his ninth year the doc- 
trines of the Koran; he was ignorant of the Go- 
fpel ; the religion of a Joldier is determined by 
authority and habit; nor is.it eafy to coiipeivc 
'what new illumination at the age of forty ’* could 
be poured into his foul. His motives would 
be Icfs expofed to the fufpicioh of intereft or 
revenge , had he broken his * chain from the 
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moment that he was fenfiblc of its weight : but a chap. 
Jong oblivion had fiirely impaired his original Lxvii. 
right; and every year of obedience and reward 
had cemented the mutual bond of the fullan and 
his fubjed. If Scanderbeg; had long harboured 
the belief of Chriflianity and the intention of re- 
volt, a worthy mind mull condemn the bafe 
dillimulation , that could ferve only to betray , 
that could promife only to be forefworn , that 
could adively join in the temporal and fpiritual 
perdition of fo many thoufands of his unhappy 
brethren. Shall we praife a fecret correfpondence 
with Huniadcs , while he commanded the van- 
guard of the Turkifli army? lliaJl we excufc the 
defertion of his ftandard, a treacherous defertion 
which abandoned the vidory to the enemies of a u u45. 
his beriefador? In the confufion of a defeat, the 
eye of Scanderbeg was fixed on the Reis Effendi 
or principal fecretary : with the dagger at Iji? 
bread, he extorted a firman or patent for the 
^ government of Albania; and the murder of the ^ • 
guiltlefs feribe and his train, prevented the con- 
fequences of an immediate difeovery. M^ith fome 
bold companions, to whom he had revealed his 
defign, he efcaped in the night, by rapid Tnarch- 
es, from the fi'cld of battle to his .paternal mount- 
ains. The gates of Croya were opened to the 
royal mandate; and no fooner did he command 
the fortrefs, than George Cadriot dropt the mafk 
of diflimulation ; abju.rcd the prophet and the 
fultan, and proclaimed himfelf the avenger of * 
^his family and country, 'l lie names of religion 
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CHAP, and liberty provoked a general revolt: the Al- 
LXVII^^ banians,* a martial race, were unanimous to live 
and die with their hereditary prince; and the 
Ottoman garrifons were indulged in the choice of 
martyrdom or baptifm. In the affcmbly of the 
Hates of Epirus , Scanderbeg was eleded general 
of the Turkifh v/ar ; and each of the allies en- 
gaged to furnilh his refpedive proportion of men 
and money. From thefe contributions, from his 
patrimonial eftate, and from the valuable falt-pits of 
Selina, he drew an annual revenue of two hundred 
thcuifand ducats and the entire fum, exempt from 
the demands of luxury, was ftridly appropriated to 
the public ufe. His manners were popular; but his 
' difcipline was fevere ; and ev^ery fuperfluous 

vice was banilhed from his camp: Ids example 
ftrengthened his command ; and under his con- 
dud, the Albanians were invincible in their own- 
opinion arnl that of .their enemies. The braved 
adventurers of France and Germany were allured 
by his fame and retained in his fervice : his . 
Handing mihtia confided of eight thoufand horfe 
and feven thoufand foot; the horfes were fmall. 
His valour, the men were adivfc: but he viewed with a 
difeermng eye the difficulties and refources of the 
mountains; and, at the blaze of the beacons, the 
whole nation was_ didributed in the dronged 
pods. With fuch unequal arms , Scaodeibeg 
redded twenty -three years the powers of the 
Ottoman empire; and two conquerors, Amurath 
the fecoiid, and his greater fon, were repeatedly 
ba^cd by a rebel , whom they purfued with. 
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fccming. contempt and implacable refentmeht. o H a P. 
At the head of fixty thoufand horfe and forty lxvh. 
thoufand Janizaries, Amurath entered Albania} 
he might ravage the open country, occupy the 
defencciefs towns , convert the churches into 
mofehs , circuracife the Chriftian youths , and 
punilh with death his adult and obflinate captives : 
but the conquefts of the fultan were confined to 
the petty fortiefs of Sfetigrade ; and the garrifon, 
invincible to his arms, was oppreffed by a paltry ’ 

artifice and a fuperllitious fcruple Amurath 
retired with flianie and lofs from the walls of 
Croya, the cafUe and refidcncc of the Caflriots; 
the march, the fiege, the retreat, were haraffed 
by a vexatious, and almoft inviliblc, adverfary”; 
and the difappointment might tend to embitter, 
perhaps to fliorten , the lad days of the fultan ■ • 

In the fulnefs of conqueft, IXlahomet the fecond 
dill felt at his bofom this domedic thorn : his 
lieutenants were permitted to negociate a truce ; 
and the Albanian prince may judly be praifed as 
a firm and able champion of his national inde- 
pendence. The enthufiafm of chivalry and religion 
has ranked hina with the names of Alexander 
and Pyrrhus; nor would they blufii to acknow- 
ledge their intrepid countrymen: but his narrow 
dominion, and llender powers’, mud leave him 
at an bumble didance below the heroes of anti- 
quity , who triumphed over the Ead and the 
Roman legions. His fplendid atchievements , the 
baflias whom he encountered, the armies that he 
difeomfited , and the three thoufand Turks who 
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and death , 
A. D. I467t 
January' I7. 


were flain by his fingle hand, muft be weighed 
in the fcales of fufpicious criticifm. Againft an 
illiterate enemy , and in the da,rk folitiide of 
Epirus, his partial" biographers may fafely indulge 
the latitude of romance : but their fidions are 
expofed by the light of Italian hiftory ; and they 
afford a ftrong prefumption againft their own 
truth , by a fabulous tale of his exploits , when 
he paffed the Adriatic with eight hundred horfe 
to the fuccour of the king of Naples Without 
difparagement to his fame , they might have 
owned that he was finally opprefted by the 
Ottoman powers : in his extreme danger , he 
applied to pope Pius the fecond for a refuge in 
the ecclefiaftical ftate ; and his refources were 
almoft exhanfted, fince Scanderbeg died a fugitive 
at LifTus on the Venetian territory His fepulchre 
was foon violated by the Turkiffi conquerors i 
but the Janizaries, who wore his bones enchafed 
in a bracelet , declared by this fuperftitious 
amulet their involuntary reverence for his valour. 
The inftant ruin of his country may redound 
to the hero’s glory; yet, had he balanced the 
confequenccs of * fiibmiffion and rcfiftance , a 
patriot perhaps would have declined the unequal 
conteft which muft depend on the life and genius 
of one man. Scanderbeg might indeed be fupr 
ported by the rational, though fallacious, hope, 
that the pope , the king of Naples , and the 
Venetian republic, would join in the defence of 
a free and Chriftian people , who guarded tjie 
fca-coaft of the Adriatic, and the narrow paftage 
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from Greece to Italy. His infant fon was faved chap. 
from the national fbipwreck ; the Caftriots lxvil 
. were invefted with a Neapolitan dukedom, and’ 
their blood continues to flow in the nobleft 
families of the realm. A colony of Albanian 
fugitives obtained a fettlement in Calabria , and 
they preferve at this day the language and 
manners of their anceftors , 

In the long career of the decline and fall of the cordantine, 
Roman empire , I have reached at length the laft 
reign of the princes of (^^ftantinople , who fo Greek empe- 
feebly fuftained the nam" and majefty of the 
Caefars. On the deceafe of John Palaeologus , nov. i — 
who furvived about four years the Hungarian 
crufadc *’ , the royal family, by the death of 
Andronicus and the’monaflic profellion of Ifidore, 
was reduced to three princes^, Conftantine , 
Demetrius, and Thomas; the furviving fons of 
the emperor Manuel. . Of thefe the firft and the 
laft were far diftant in the Morea ; but Demetrius, 
who pofleffed the domain of Selybria, was in the 
fuburbs , at the head of a party : his ambition 
was not chilled by the public diftrefs ; and his 
confpiracy with the Turks and the fchifmatics 
had already difturbed the peace of his country. 

The funeral of the late emperor was accelerated • 
with Angular and even fufpicious hafte; the claim 
of Demetrius to the vacant throne was juftified 
by a trite and flimfy fophifm , that he was born 
in the purple, the eldeft fon of his father’s reign. 

But the eraprefs-mother , the fenate and foldiers, 
the clergy and people, were unanimous in the 
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Chap, caiifc of the lawful fuccefibr ; and the defpot 
txvii. Thoma!?, who, ignorant of the change, accident- 
, 'ally returned to the capital , alferted with be*, 
coming zeal the intereft of his'abfent brother. 
An ambaffador, the hiftorian Phranza, was im* 
mediately difpatchred to the court of Adrianople. 
Amiirath received him with honour and difmiffed 
him with gifts; but the gracious approbation of 
the Turkifli fultan announced his fupremacy, 
and the approaching .downfal of the Eallern 
empire. By the hand^of two illuftrious deputies* 
the Imperial crown ^s placed at Sparta on the 
head of Conftantine. In the fpring he hiiled from 
the IVTorea, efcaped the encounter of a Turkilh 
fquadron, enjoyed the acclamations of his fubjeds, 
celebrated the feftival of a new reign , and 
exhaufted by his donatives the treafure, or rather 
the indigence , of the ftate. The, emperor im- 
mediately refigned to his, brothers the polTenion 
of the Morca , and the brittle friendlhip of the 
two princes, Demetrius and Thomas, was con- 
firmed in their mother’s prefence by the frail 
» fecurity of oaths and embraces. His next occu- 
' pation was the choice of a cqnfort. A daughter 
of the doge of Venice had been propofed ; but 
.. the Byzantine nobles objeded the diftance be- 
tween an hereditary monarch and an eledliv'e 
niagiftratc; and in their fubfequent dillrefs, the 
chief of that powerful republic was not unmindful 
of the affront. Conftantine afterwards hefttated 
between the royal families of Irebizond and 
Georgia; and the embalTy of Phranza reprefents 
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in his public and private life the lall days of the chap. 
Byzantine empire **. Lxvii. 

7'he protnuciriare, or great chamberlain, Phranza Embames of 
failed from Conflantinople as the minifter of a 
bridegroom; and*the relics of wealth and luxury uso — i4S». 
were applied to his pompous appearance. His 
numerous retinue cot^fted of nobles and guards, 
of phyficians and monks; he was attended by a , 
band of mufic; and the term of his coftly embafTy 
was protracted abo^e two years. On his arrival 
in Georgia or Iberia , the natives from the towns 
and villages flocked around the ftrangers ; and 
fuch WPS their fimplicity, that thej^wt^c delighted 
with the effedls, without underftancffng the caufe, ^ 

of mufical harmony. Among the crowd was an 
old man, above an hundred years of age, who 
had formerly been carried away a captive by the 
Barbarians ”, and who amufed his hearers with as 
tale of the wonders of India from whence he 
had returned to Portugal by an unknown fea 
.From this hofpitable land, Phranza proceeded to 
the court of Trebizond, where he was informed 
by the Greek prince of the recent deceafe of 
Amurath. Inftead of rejoicing in the deliverance} 
the experienced ftatefman expreffed* his apprehen- 
fjon , that an ambitious youth would not long 
adhere to the fage and pacific fyRem of his father. 

After the fultan’s deceafe, his Chriftian wife Ma- 
ria ”, the daughter of the Servian defpot , had 
been honourably reftored to her p.arents: on the 
fame of her beauty and merit, flie was recom- 
mended by the ambaffador as the moft >vorthy 
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• 

c n A r." object of the royal choice; and Phranza rccapi- ’ 
Lxvii. tuiates and refutes the fpecious objeclions that . 
might be raifed againft the piopofal. The majefty 
of the purple would ennoble an unequal alliance; 
the bar of affinity might be removed by liberal 
alms and the difpenfation of the church ; the dif- 
grace of Turkilh nuptialf had been repeatedly 
. overlooked; and, though the fair Maria was near 
fifty years of age , flie might yet hope to give • 
an heir to the empire. Co'nftantine liftened to 
the advice ,• which was tranfmitted in the firfl: 
fliip that Hiled from Trebizond; but the factions 
of the court gppofed his marriage ; and it was 
finally prev^ted by the pious vow of the fulta*na, 
who ended her days in the monaflic profeffion. 
Reduced to the firft alternative , the choice of 
Phranza was decided in favour of a Georgian 
• prineefs; and the vanity of her father was dazzled 
by the glorious alliance. Inftead of demanding, * 
according to the primitive and national cuflom , 
a price for his daughter ”, he offered a portion 
of fifty-fix thoufand, with an annual penfion of 
.five thoufand , ducats , and the fervices of the 
•ambaffador were repaid by an affurance, that, as 
his fon had been adopted in baptifm by the em- 
peror , the eflablifhment of his daughter Ihould 
be the peculiar care of the emprefs of Conftanti- 
iioplc. On the return of Phranza, the treaty was 
ratified by the Greek monarch , who with his 
own hand impreffed three vermilion croffes on 
the golden bull, and affured the Georgian envoy, 
that in the fpring his gallies fliould conduA the 
• ' bride 
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bride to her Imperial palace. But Conllantine chap. 
embraced his faithful ferv^ant, not with the cold Lxvii. 
approbation of a fovereign, but with' the warm 
confidence of a friend , who, after a long abfence, 
is impatient to pour his fecrets into the bofom 
of his friend. “Since the death of my mother and State of the 
“ of Cantacuzene, who alone advifed me without 
“ intereft or paffion I am furrounded,” faid 
the emperor , “ by men whom I can neither 
“ love, nor truft, nor elleem. You are not a 
** ftranger to Lucas Notaras, the great admiral; 

“ obftinately attached to his own fentiments, he 
“ declares, both in private and public, that his 
“ fentiments are the abfolute meafure of my 
“ thoughts and adlions. The reft of the courtiers 
“ are fwayed by their perfortal or factious views; 

“ and how can I confult the monks on queftions 
“ of policy and marriage? I have yet much em- 
“ ployment for your diligence and fidelity. In 
“ the fpring you (hall engage one of my brothers 
“ to folicit the fuccour of the Weftern powers; 

“ from the Morea you fliall fail to Cyprus on a 
“ particular commiflion; and from thence proceed 
“ to Georgia to receive and conduct the future 
*“ emprefs.” “Your commands,” replied Phranza, 

“ are irrefiftible; but deign, great fir,” he added, 
with a ferious fmile , “ to confider , that if I am 
“ thus perpetually abfent from my family, my 
“ wife may be tempted either to leek another 
hufband, or to throw herfelf into a monaftery.” 

After laughing at his apprchenfions, the empe- 
ror more gravely confoled him by the pleafing 
VoL. XL D d 
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CHAP, affurance, that this fliould be his laft fervlce abroad, 
txvii. aad that he deftined for his fon, a wealthy and 
noble heirefs; for himfelf, the important office of 
great logothete , or principal minifter of ftate. 
The marriage was immediately flipulated ; but 
the office , however incompatible with his own, 
bad been ufurped by the ambition of the admiral. 
Some delay was requifite to ncgociate a confcnt 
and an equivalent; and the nomination ofPhranza 
was half declared , and half fupprelTed , left it 
' might be difpleafing to an infolent and powerful 

fiivourite. The winter was fpent in the prepara- 
tions of his cmbaflTy; and Phranza had refolved, 
that the youth his fon Ihould embrace this op- 
portunity of foreign travel, and be. left, on the 
appearance of danger, with his maternal kindred 
of the Morea. Such were the private and public 
defigns , which were interrupted by a Turkilh 
t* war, and finally buried iir the ruins of the em- 
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